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DELIYERKD IN THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK BY 

Professor Gunning S. Bedford. 

REPORTED FOR NELSON^S AMERICAN LANCET, 

By T. a. GREGORY, M. D. 

LRCTURE XXXIV. 
Leucorrhcea — what does itmsean ? Non-sanguineoHs vaginal discharge* 
— Venereal condylomata of the vagina, in a married woman, aged 27 
year*. — Complete occlusion of the Meatus urinarius, with cohesion oflhe 
walls of the upper fourth of tlia vagina , together with vesico-vaginal 
fistula, in a married wom;in, aiged 22:. years, produced by instrumental 
delivery. — Congestive Dysrn,enorrluo^\, in a girl, 2.0 years of as<e. — 
Hooping-cough in a little girl, 10 months old. — Trismus Ndscentium 
in a female infant 7 days old. — Utero-lurabar Neuralgia. 

IieuoorrhcBa --what doeft it mean ? Kon-sangnintont "taginal dia- 
charge^ Gentlemen : — There is, perhaps, no term in the entire nomencla- 
ture of disease more generally undefined than that of Leucorrhoea. It is 
employed to denote a discharge from* the vagina, and no matter what the 
character of the discharge may be^ prarided it does not consist frf blood, 
it is designated as a leucorrlic&al discharge. With this general accepta- 
tion of the term, and without any fixed views of the various morbid con- 
ditions, which may give rise to the different non-sanguineous discharges, it 
is not tsnvprising tkat the Practitioner should be so often baffled, and discred- 
it so often brought on our Science. Just distinctions are as much needed 
in our Profession as they aro in the other afi'airs of life ; and we should 
remember that accurate conclusions are the logical results of correct pre- 
mises. Leucorrhoea is rarely an idiopathic affection — it is usually de- 
pendent upon its antecedent, and, therefore, it may be properly con- 
sidered as an effect or symptom. If this be true,, I need not point out ta 
you the absurdity of always treating it as an. essential malady. Your 
own good judgement will at once tell you that the indispensable elen^ents 
of successful treatment will be in the ftrst place to ascertain the cause to 
which the leucorr'iGBal discharge is traceable, and secondly* ta apply 
those remedies best calculated for its removal. And again^ be carefui 
that you do not hastily confound an increased normal 8tM>retion. of mu- 
cus with one that is the direct result of disease. Pregnant women are 
almost always affected wiih a discharge of mucus from the vagina — 
this discharge is sometimes profuse, especially in the latter period of ges- 
tation. An interesting q^uic»tion here arises—is there any connection be" 
tween this increased mucoas secretion and pregnancy; and if so, is it in ac. 
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cordance with the natural laws of the system, or is it in conflict with those 
laws, and consequently a result calling for the interposition of the prac- 
titioner ? It is only necessary t& reflect for a moin^t on the extraordin- 
ary modification.O; which the genital organs of the pregnant female must 
necessarily undergo before the birth of her child, in order to appreciate the 
value of a more or less constant sejretlon of mucus, which tends to lu- 
bricate and prepare them for the distention necessary to the passage of 
the FcBtus. But we are called upon to do more than appreciate the value 
of this secretion under these circumstances — we must acknowledge its 
necessity. The presence, then, of a mucous secretion in the vagina of 
the pregnant woman is not only useful, it is also necessary ; and, there- 
fore , it is one of those conservative acts, which nature usually accom- 
plishes, and which results advantageously, if not contravened by ofEcious- 
ness. What estimate should you place on the sagacity of a physician 
who, regarding this mucus secretion as a morbid phenomenon, should 
have recourse to remedies for the purpose of arresting it ? He would not 
only be faithless to his duty, but, by such ignorance he would place in 
more or less peril the lives of both mother and child. The mucu8, 
which accompanies pregnancy, and which is intended to prepare the 
paru for their ultimate distention, is secreted by the foiliclos found on 
the lips of the OS uteri. Jhese follicles begin to enlarge soon after im- 
pregnation, and, before the close of the period, they bf^come considerably 
developed. Here, then. Gentlemen, is an example of what some authors 
denominate Leucorrhoea, occurring under circumstances perfectly in 
unison with the laws of the organism — or, in other words, a leucorrhcsa} 
which is not only consistent with health, but the undisturbed integrity of 
which is absolutely necessary to the maintenance of harmony in the sy?- 
tem. The sudden arrest of this secretion,, through officious medication, 
would, as I have already remarked, subject both the mother and Fcetus to 
serious hazard — the former by the suspension of a natural discharge, the 
latter by protracted labour consequent u^ion the greater difficulty, through 
this suspension, of distending the parts for the exit of the Foetus. You 
are not, however, to understand me to say that pregnant women always 
enjoy an immunity from leucorrhcaa, the result of disease. You will, on 
the contrary, find in the course of your professional observation numer- 
ous instances in which the mucous secretion natural to pregnancy will 
be, to a greater or less extent, modified by a leucorrhcea consequent upon 
some morbid influence. It will become, in such a case, your duty to 
ascertain the cause of the leucorrhcea, and make a distinction between 
the discharge. which is normal, and that which is morbid. In a word, 
Gentlemen, this latter precept embodies the entire duty of the medical 
man in reference to the point now under discussion ; and to make it still 
more plain I place the question before you thus: If a patient have a 
non«sanguineous discharge from her vagina, it will possess one of two 
characters — it will either be healhty or morbid. If the former, it does not £ 
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^all under the supervision of the practitioner ; if the latter, bis first duty 
will be, by proper investigation, to trace it to its sonrce. 

The term Leucorrbcea is derived from two greek words UukoSf albus 
reo, fluo, litterally meaning a white discharge ; and hence it has been 
described under a variety of names— such, for example, as ** whites," **fe- 
male weakness," "fluor albus," "flnor muliebris," **fleurs blanches," etc- 
These names have not onl/ given rise to much contusion, but they have 
led to false practice. The diseases peculiar to women are numerous, em- 
bracing an extended variety ; but, mark what I tell yon, you will be more 
frequently consulted in reference to vnginal discharges than for any other 
ailment to which the female is liable; and I wiTl even go farther, and 
state that in nine instances out often the patient will describe her case 
as one of '^whites" or "female weakness." In popular phraseology, these 
two terms aie synonymous, possessing precisely the same import viz : a 
non-sanguineous discharge from the vagina. With this partial view of itg 
pathology, Leucorrhcea has been too frequently treated upon routine prin- 
ciples; and consequently not only without success, but with positive in- 
jury to the Profession. It is, therefore, with the hope of guarding you 
against this contracted view of one of the most frequent morbid phenom- 
ena connected with the female economy that the thought has suggested 
itself of presenting in a very general manner some considerations on the 
subject of Leucorrhoea. 

The speculum and the "toucher" have afforded the men of our own 
times ample opportunities for the examination of this interesting subject 
— and it is unfortunate that, with these opportunities, such ignornnce 
should still prevail in reference both to the varied nature o( Leu corrhcea, 
and its rational treatment. The non-sanguineous discharges from the 
vagina are as follow : mucous, purulent, rauco-purulenl, and watery. — 
For a secretion of mucus inflammatory action is not necessary. This fluid 
we know, is secreted in health — it is one of the ordinary and consrant 
functions of the economy. Not so, however, when the discharge is pur- 
ulent. The presence of pus necessarily presupposes the existence of in- 
flammation, and wherever there is a secretion of this material, there cer- 
tainly must have been inflammation, of a type more or less grave. Again 
the natural secretion of mucous may be increased by irritation ; and ilii» 
may be the result of primary action on the mucous surface, or it may 
emanate from nervous disturbance, constituting that form of Leucorrhoea 
so well described by Dr. Mitchell, of Dublin, examples of which, you 
have seen in this Clinique. I have elsewhere denominated this the **ner- 
vous non-sanguineous discharge." The term 1 think a good one, for it at 
once directs the mind to the appropriate treatment, viz : applications to 
the spine either with the red-hot iron, blister?, cauterization, issues, etc. 
The watery discharge, in which occasionally the LeucorrhcEa consists, is 
usually a result of inflammation of the mucous surface either of 'he va- 
gina or uterus, and sometimes of both. This is an important fact, Gen- 
tlemen, for you to remember. I have on other occasions called your at- 
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tention to the subject of watery discharges from the vagina ; and you 
will remember ihat I told you they may be produced by the Caulijlower 
excrescence, uterine hydatids, incontinence of urine, vesico- vagina I fistula 
and by inflammation of the mucous surface of the uterus or vagina. It 
is not at all uaii:»ual in tlUs latter case to observe a serous or watery se- 
cretion. 

Lt'ucorrhcea, so far as ite seat is concerned, may be divided into uterine 
and vaginal — in the former, the secretion, whatever may be its nature, 
comKS from ihe uterus; inuhe latter the vagina. 

Dr. Marc D'espixe, who has paid much attention to the subject, has 
published some extremely interesting results showing the nature of the 
discharge, when derived from the uterus. In the examination of 74 cases 
in which the neck of the uterus was healthy, he has found, 

7 times a watery liquid ; 

28 an albumiiiojis trHnspMreni liquid ; 

13 a hall transparent albuminous liquitl, containing white, grey, or 
yellow strioe; 

8 an opaqiio liquid (vvliiie twict*,. yellow once ;) 

2 an albuntinotis liquid; 

In 62 explorations in wWch the orifice of the uterus was redder than 
usual, but otherwise healiby 

3 times a watery liquid ; 

14 a half transparent liq|«iid, twice with yellow stria? and twice with 
white ; 

5 an opique liquid, twice white, twice yellow ; 

6 an albuminous liquid; 

The above facts are int»iresting for the reason that they prove that, 
without Inflfimmation, or other evident disease of the uterus, this organ 
may become the scat of a secretion of liquid. 

It is of much importance in practice to <4isringui!»h between the dis- 
charge which proceeds frm=n the vagina and that which is derived directly 
from the uterus. This subj-^ct Iws been studied by Dr. Reclam — and he 
has arrived at the following results. When the secretion proceeds from 
the uterus it is lliieU, and gelatinous, adheres to the finder, and exhibits 
under the microscope ni»merous mueotis globules. The vaginal secretion, 
on the contrary, is more opaque and fluid, it is white, except du ring ihe 
menstrual flow, and c-reamy ; the microscope detects a quantity of epi- 
thelial cells, etc. 

You have Seen in this Ciiniqu'e' examples of LiJUCorrhoB^ occuring in 
the young infant, in thu girl btifo-rt^ the period of puberty, and in the fe- 
nuil'» after the final cessation oTiImj niiMis^s; it is also sometinii's observed 
just before the menstrual perio<l; and it occasionally becomes, as it were, 
a substitute for the ordinary fnenstrual fluid, and in such case the dis- 
charge has been called the w^/w/rwa a/63. It is not Hincommon to ob- 
serve, as the mensi'S are about to decline permanently,, a secretion of mu- 
cus more or less profuse Ironi the vagina. Under these eircurnstances. 
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you must be careful not rashly to arrest this discharge, for it often acts as 
a waste-gate, and protects the system against that disturbance, which 
sometimes follows the final suspension of the menstrual function. The 
causes of Leucorrbcea are extremely numerous, and, as I h^ve already 
remarked, the character of the discharge will be very much modified ac- 
cording to the particular influence which produces it. If you then de- 
sire to treat this affection successfully, it will be absolutely neccessary 
for yon to comprehend the true origin and nature of the discharge. With 
a view, thereforei of simplifying the subject, instead of Leucorrbcea, I 
propose the term non-sanguineous vaginal discharge. This latter term, it 
occurs to rne, will prevent much embarrassment ; it will do away with 
that prevailing error of regarding any discharge which is not one of blood 
as Leucorrhoea ; and consequently it will lead to Scientific and rational 
treatment. If a female applies to you for advice, and says she has the 
** whites"- the "female weakness," or "Leucorrhoea,"you can very safely 
rely that the discharge with which she is afiected is not sanguineous, for 
women never employ the term "whites," etc., in this latter case. You 
have arrived at one important fact viz, that your patient has a non-san- 
guineous discharge ; and it may be mucus, muco-purulent, purul'ent, or 
watery. But each of these may be produced by various causes. It fol- 
lows, therefore, that you have only progressed a part of your way, and 
before suggesting any remedies, it will be necessary for you, by a dili- 
gent examination, to ascertain in the first place whether the discharge is 
exclusively mucus — and if so, whether it is normal or the effect of disease ; 
and secondly, if it be not mucous, you must define its character, and then 
refer it to its proper cause. The change of name, which I propose will, I 
think, serve you at the bed-side. I shall not, on ihis occasion, enumerate 
the various causes of the non- sanguineous vaginal discharges. They have 
been frequently mentioned to you, and you will find them under their ap- 
propriate heads when treating of this particular affection. 

Venereal Condylomata of the vagina, in a married woman, aged 
27 yean. Mrs. L., married, aged 27 years, no children, whose case has 
been already reported in the Lancet, returned to-day to the Clinique, 
stating that her health, is very much improved. You will remember, Gen- 
tlemen, when the patient first presented herself here, on examination we 
detected several venereal condylomata in the vagina — and in addition, 
she was affected with periostitis y another of the secondary forms of syph- 
ilitic disease. The following local application was ordered for the 
oundylonutta : 

R. Pulv. SabinsB. \ r^ 
Sulphat. Cupri. 3 ^^^* 
The general treatment consisted in : 

R. lodid. Potass. ^ ; 

Aquae Purae §vj. Ft. Sol. 

A table spoonful to be takeu three times a day. 
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Complete occlusion of the meatui turlnadiii, with ooheaioii of 
the walls of the upper fourth of the vagina ; together with veaioo^ 
vaginal fistula, in a mairried woman, aged 22 year% produced by in- 
ttmmental deliveiry* Mr?. R., tiged 2^ years, marriedj whose case lies 
been fully recorded in the Lamckt returtjtjtl to-day. The case before you. 
Gentlemen, ia one of rare intereEt, and, for the pake oTbiitDRniiy^ I trust 
it will be of rare occurrence. I need not again allude to the cruel treat- 
ment to whii:h this poor creature was subjected at the time of her par- 
tutition. When shn first cams here $ all the ci^cumstancea were ?iated, 
and the whole ca.^e fplly discuf^^ed. The last time she was at the ClidL- 
que, you will remember 1 performed ^n operation for the purpose of sep- 
arating the walla of the vagina, which were in close adhesion. [Here 
the patient was placed on the bed* and e:Eainined^ The finger could 
La readily introdiicEd irita the vajiina aa lar aa the oa Tlncse, and there 
was every indication that thp case would progress favourably.} The 
next thing to be accomplished h to penetrata the meatus nrjnarin?^ and 
thus overcome the occlusion ; ft will be incotiveniei^t to perform tliia oper- 
ation here, for the reason that it will bs necessary to introduce, as soon 
as the occlusion U removed^ m small bnu^ie, which should be kept for 
sometime in sitvt. My good woman, 1 will go to your house to morrow, 
and perform this operation for yoij^ Thank yon^ Sir I 

Congestive I>7smenorThoea in a girl 20 jeara of age. J&ftE 
Lewis, aged 20 years, unmarried, sutlers at her monthly turns very se- 
vere pain ; sbehaa every personal indlciilion of robuat health ; her meii- 
ses have alwaya been regular until within the last year. About 14 
mouths ago, she took cold, imd since that time her '^tnms" have continu- 
ed, on her only two days at each period, and thpy have been accorapan- 
ied with excfuciating pain, so much so that dnr ing her paroxysms of 
suffering she sbfieks, and almost loses her si-naes. Bo you notice. Mad- 
am, what passes from yonr daughtCf— tioes it look lite blood ? No, Sit, 
k comes away from her In shreds and patches. Does ^he complain much 
of sick- stomach ? Yes, Sir, she always knows when her "inrns" are 
coming on, because one or two days before, she vomits^ How long dues 
the vomiting continue on her? Sometimes two or three days, Sir* Does 
she complain of bearing-down pains at the time ? YeS;, Sirj ^he say? 
she ieels a great weight pressing down, and she has fever and bead- 
ache. The case before you, Gentlemen, is one of muelir prnciical im- 
port; the disease with which this young girl ig affectedb Is by no means 
uncommon ; h is one of extreme annoyance from the pain and uiber de* 
rangements which accompany it, and it is, therefore^ Pbccessary that you 
should be accurate in your judgement as to its true nature. Women, 
both married and unmarrit^d, often snifer from this aiffectiun for years ; 
frt^quently they obtain no retief, and after a lonjr se^i^rk of distress, the 
disease degenerates into some seriouii, if not mmlTgc^nt malady* The af- 
fection to which I alludo is dysmetiorrbo^aj or, as it is caltedj painful , 
menstruation. It is sometimes described in the books under the tertT"- ] 
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'^menstruatiodijicilis,** "menstrius laborieuses" etc. One of the promi* 
nent errors, in my judgement, in the management of this disease is, that 
the practitioner is too prone to regard merely the pain which, it must be 
admitted, is a leading symptom, but by no means a safe indication as to 
the mode ol treatment. I have frequently reminded you that the mens- 
strual function is one of the most important, in its general influence, in 
the economy of th e female ; it cannot undergo derangement without, to 
a greater or less extent, involving the general constitution. When this 
function is perfectly normal, it commences and terminates without sub- 
jecting the system to any disquietude — being attended with little or no 
inconvenience. But how different in dysmenorrhoea, which is the result 
of a morbid state of the uterine organs, and which requires the scrutin* 
izing vigilance of the medical man. Whilst, however, painful men- 
struation is the effect of morbid action, you are not to forget that this 
morbid action is not uniform — it presents numerous varieties, constitut- 
ing so many different phases of this particular form of menstrual aber- 
ration. This is the point for you constantly to bear in memory, when 
summoned to a case of this kind. In a word,jGrentlemen, the pain of 
dysmenorrhcBa is simply a result, and is always present in this species 
of abnormal menstrual function. To the popular mind, it is the engross- 
ing symptom; but from you the pain will receive no more considera- 
tion than it is entitled to, and you will measure its importance by the 
particular cause to which it owes its origin. The following, I think, will 
embrace the several varieties of dysmenorrhoea : 1st. Dysmeuorrhoea 
from congestion ; 2nd. From excessive nervous susceptibility ; 8d. From 
organic disease of the uterus, such as ulceration, polypoid growths, etc ; 
4th. From sudden suppression, the result of cold, fright, etc; 5th. From 
secondary syphilis through its influence on the mucous surface of the 
uterus; 6th. From stricture ofihe cervix uteri. The attention of the profes- 
sion was first called to this latter type of dysmenorrhoea by Dr. Mackintosh, 
of Edinburgh. The remedy suggested by him is alltogether mechanical, 
consisting in the introduction of the bougie for the purpose of dilating 
the stricture. This remedy, in judicious hands, is usually followed by 
the happiest results; but, like chloroform and many other valuable 
agents, it has been sadly abused. If the above classification of the va- 
rious forms of dysmenorrhoea be correct — and its accuracy you will re- 
cognise at the bed-side — it follows as a necessary consequence that a 
partial or abstract view of this affection will only lead to a false diag- 
nosis, and empirical treatment. In order to bring your minds to a clear 
and practical appreciation of the point at which I am aiming, let us 
suppose that this girl, who is evidently labouring under dysmenorrhoea, 
should apply to one of you for advice. You could do nothing for her 
without first comprehending the particular cause to which her painful 
menstruation is traceable. Your duty, then, before suggesting any rem- 
edy, would be thoroughly to investigate the irue nature of her malady. 

NO XLIII. N. S.— VOL. VIII. — NO. I. 2 
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Having ascertained thip, ihe proper therapeutic application would be 
easily deduced. Now, Gentlemen, allow me to enquire whether there is 
any evidence before us, which will justify an opinion as to the positive 
character of the dysmenorrhoea in this case.' I think there is just that 
amount of testimony, which covers the whole ground and presents all 
the data necessary for a correct opinion. When this girl stated the dif- 
ficulties Hnd»r which she had laboured, I immediately suspected the 
cf^u.-'e of her trouble; and hence the nature •f the questions address- 
ed to the mother. When the latter remarked to me that, instead of 
blood, she noticed shreds •r patch??, my suspicions were much strength- 
ened; further and important evidence was furnished by the statement 
that, at each periotl, her daughter suffered as much pain as a woman 
in labour. If to this be added the fact that the girl is plethoric, with red 
cheeks, and all the external appearances of vigorous health, complain- 
ing, too, of bearing-down pain, together with sick-stomach, head-ache, 
and fever at the time of the menstrual crisis, it appears to me that no 
doubt can exist as to the particular variety of dysmenorrhoea with which 
the patient before us is affected. It is beyond a peradventure the con- 
gestive type. 

In congestive dysmenorrhoea, as I have elsewhere remarked to you, 
there is a striking analogy between the action, which takes place on the 
mucous membrane of the uterus, and what is observed on the internal 
surface of the Larynx in croup. Each of these surfaces becomes conges- 
ted ; on each there is an exudation of coagulable lymph, which results in 
the formation of a deciduous membrane. When this lymph or diptheritic 
deposite is poured out on the cavity of the uterus, the organ becomes the 
seat of irritation, and is thrown into contractions simulating the throes of 
parturition. These continue more or less at intervals, until the deciduous 
mass is expelled, not as a wliole, but in shreds or patches. You see, 
therefore, Gentlemen, how readily you can account for the phenomena 
presented by this case, and which phenomena are peculiar to this form 
of dysmenorrhoea. Oldham, I believe, was the first to speak of the tend- 
ency of the uterus to become enlarged in this congestive or membranous 
type of dysmenorrhoea, and also of occasional retro-version of the organ. 
That t]»e uterus does become enlarged from congestion there is no doubt 
but that occasional retro-version occurs as a consequence of the exuda- 
tion on the internal surface of the womb is a question to be determined 
by future observation. The membrane, however, which is expelled does 
not always consist simply of coagulable lymph. The mucous membrane 
of the uterus itself has been recognised in the expelled mass. Plater 
long since published a case of this nature in a paper entitled ^^molcB incipi- 
entis frtqucns dtjtctio ;" and Morgaoni has described with great minute- 
ness a membrane thrown off from the uterus, which had all the charac- 
ters of the mucous membrane of that organ. Follin, Lebert, and others 
have recognised in ihedysmenorrhoeal membrane the following peculiar 
itief, known to exist in the mucous membrane of the uterus: 1st. Consid* 
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erable thickness, greater iban that of any of tUe mucous surfaces of thft 
body; 2nd. Tiibulous glandules, readily detected with a lens, and vis- 
ible even to the naked eye; 3d. These jjlandulesmrf^ united to each other 
by a peculiar tissue and blood-vessels, which together constitute the der- 
mis of the mucous mpmbrane. You will remember, Gentlemen, when 
describing the anatomy and physiology of the uterus, I called your atten- 
tion very particularly, among other points, to ?l fihro-plaatic tissue prop- 
erly so named not only from its microscopic characters, but because it be- 
longs exclusively to abnormal structures; the presence, therefore, of this 
fibro-plastic material in the mucous investment of the uterus is worthy of 
recollection as being tho only example in the economy of this ch-aracter of 
tissue in any normal structure. No satisfactory explanation has yet been 
given of its presence, and it remains for some future observer to elucidate 
the question. Dubois simply suggests that it mny be due to the numerous 
changes, which the mucous membrane of the organ is more or less con- 
stantly undergoing. Let me here caution you a'^ainft an opinion enter- 
tained by some writers respecting this substance — whether it be mucous 
membrane or coagulable lymph — expelled from the uterus during an at- 
tack of congestive dysmenorrhoea. Tiiey contend that the substance is 
essentially a mole, and at the same time, attempt to show that a mole can 
only be the result of previous pregnancy. You con readily perceive that, 
in regard' to married women affected with dysmenorrhoBa, this opinion 
would be harmless. Not so, however, with the yonng girl. Her chastity 
becomes at once involved, and her character blasted. It Is unnecessary 
for me to enter into an argument to prove that the material thrown oiF in 
dysmenorrhoeaisnot a mole. The fact is too obvious to need disou«sion ; 
and I have elsewhere attempted to demonstrate that a mole may exist 
without previous gestation. 

Causes. Congestive dysmenorrhosa may be produced by any of the 
causes, which are known to excite uterine congestion — such, for instance, 
as cold, sudden mental emotions, tho intemperate use of ardent spirits, 
a too stimulating diet, indolent habits, the sudden suppression of the men- 
ses, the rash employment of emmenagogues, abase of sexual intercourse. 
Symptoms. There will be a fe«^ling of weight froin the increased size of 
the uterus, the weight being felt principally against the rectum, producing 
sometimes tenesmus ; the pressure will occasionally be in front causing 
more or less vesical irritation ; a dragging sensation about rhe groins, 
with uneasiness in the lower portion of the back ; there will also super- 
vene lumbo- abdominal and intercostal neuralgic pains. To this latter 
character of pain as connected with uterii.e disturbance I have already 
on several occasions adverted. The mammoe often become the seat »f un- 
easy sensations, with more or less nausea ; and I have seen in some se- 
vere forms of congestive Dysmenorrhoea the most fearful paroxysms oi 
nervous irritation, at times bordeiing on mania. D,uring the efTort?, which 
the uterus makes to exptl the membranous substance, the pains frequent- 
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]y simulate those of labor, both ia their intensity ami recurrence. 

Diagnosis. There is no difficulty in distinguishing the Congestive Dys- 
menorrhcea from the other varieties, virhich occasionally present them- 
selves; but, in my opinion, there is one symptom peculiar to this type, 
and which will always enable you to avoid eiror of judgement — it is the 
character of the discharge, consisting of shreds or fragments, instead of 
the ordinary menstrual fluid. 

Prognosis. This is an affection which, though sometimes protracted, is 
usually under the control of remedies, provided there be a just opinion 
formed as to the particular variety of the malady. 

Treatment. I am sure there is not one present, who does not clearly 
understand the therapeutic indication. The cause of this girl's sufferings 
is a monthly congestion of the uterus beyond what nature requires for the 
natural catamenial function. The whole duty, then, of the physician — 
knowing this t« be the fact — is by remedial agents to relieve nature of 
this excessive action. With this view, you will, I am confident, concor 
with me in the following treatment : Let this girl lose from over the sa- 
crum by means of cups §iv of blood commencing two days before the en- 
suing return of the catamenia ; then every two weeks, as circumstances 
may require, take§ij additional from the sacrum. She should be freely 
purged, and with this obj'^ct, give her this evening the three following 
pills followetl by 5j of castor oil in the morning : 

R. Extract. Colocynth. Co. > ^. . 
Submur. Hydrarg. J Ri"' vj , 

Pulv. Antitnonial. gr. i. Divide, in pil No. iij. 
The bowels should afterwards be kept soluble by a wine glass of the fol- 
lowing saline mixture, as may become necessary : 

R. Sulpliat. Magnesiae ) ^. . 
b'up Tnrt. Potas5Ee } ^^ ' 
Aquae Puia? Oj. Ft. Sol. 
This treatment, together with a diet strictly vegetable, will equalise the 
circulation, break up the congestive tendency, and restore thia girl to 
health. 

In cas«?, like the one before us, instead of local depletion in which I 
have great confidence, I am often in the habit of recommending smalj 
revulsive bleedings from the arm, say §ij at the time of the catamenial 
flow, and §ij in fifteen days, to be continued as long as circumstatkces 
may indicate. This was the favorite practice of Lisfranc, and I have 
very great faith in it from repeated success. It will, however, be ne- 
cessary to do something at the time of the menstrual crisis to quiet the pain, 
which is so significant and annoying a symptom of this form of dysmen- 
orrhoea ; and for this purpose you will find great power in opinm. Let 
an opium suppository containing one grain be introduced into the rec- 
tum ; or what will often prove highly ^e; vi> nble, 20 drops of laudanum 
in a wine-glass of cold water as an enema. I have derived much benefit 
from lubricating the neck of the ut-erus with a portion of the following 
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ointment, aad it will sometime hare a magical effect in soothing the 
pain : 

R. Extract. BelladonnsB 5ss; 
Adipis §ds. Ft. Ungt. 
In another place, I have spoken of, and #ndeavored to explain, the modus 
operandi of the Liq. Ammonis acetat., in congestive dysmenorbcea. It 
may be given in 5ij doses in a table spoonful of cold water three or four 
times a day whilst the pain continues. 

Congestive dysmenorrboea is, I think, a common cause of sterility, which 
is explained as follows : The successive formations of the deciduous mem- 
brane on the internal surface of the uterus produce, to a greater or less 
extent, a morbid inliuence or the lining membrane of this organ ; and it 
is this morbid condition of the mucous surface, which prevents a healthy 
gestation. It is in such cases that we meet with what is termed mo/ar/^rrg- 
nancy. If, therefore, this patient were a married woman, I should in ad- 
dition to what has already been advised, place her under the full effects of 
mercury which I belive to be the only remedy capable of removing that 
morbid state of the uterine mucous surface, which experience has shown 
to be adverse to a healthy gestation. Dr. Leve^ in a paper published in the 
"Transactions of the Royal Medico-chirurgical Society, in 1839" remarks 
that, according to all the evidence within his reach, this variety of dys- 
menorrhosa is the most Irequent antecedent of carcinoma uteri; and it 
stands in the proportion of 54. 19 per cent. 

Hooping-cough in a little girl 10 months of age. Ellen Smith, 
aged 10 months, has suffered Irom hooping-cough for the past six weeks. 
This, Gentlemen, is one of the affections incident to early age. Hooping- 
cough commences ordinarily with catarrhal symptoms ; these gradually 
abate, and the cough continues. It assumes a marked character, par- 
oxysmal in its recurrence, characterised by a distinct hoop, the child 
during the cough experiences a sense of suffocation. Under ordinary 
circumstances, notwithstanding the paroxysms, the child is playful in the 
intervals of the cough. It has been supposed by some writers that hoop- 
ing-cough and bronchitis are identical — but this is an error. Pertussis 
is rightly classed among the neuroses ; and when inflammatory symp- 
toms supervene in the progress oi the disease, they do so merely as com- 
plications .The stethoscope and immediate auscultation have abundant- 
ly established this fact. Nothing can be more variable than the dura- 
tion of this disease. It sometimes runs its course in two weeks ; on the 
other hand, it continues for six, eight, and ten months. The hoop, so 
characteristic of the. affection, results from spasm of the glottis. Obser- 
vation, Gentlemen, justifies the division of hooping-cough into three dis- 
tinct stages, each one being characterised by its own peculiar symptoms. 
In the first place, there is the stage of inception, secondly the stage of 
excitement in which the disease reaches its maximum of intensity, and 
thirdly the stage of decUne. In the first stage, we observe the symptoms 
of ordinary catarrh, without spasm of the glottis, or that peculiar son- 
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orous inspiration, whick is the usual accompaniment of fli© more se- 
vere form of this affection. It is supposed by some authors that the vo- 
ious exanthematous diseases exercise an influence on hooping-cough, and 
that it is cliecked during an attack of measles, small-pox, scarlatina, etc. 
This, however, seems to need confirmation. A very interesting lact is 
mentioned respecting the effect of intermittent feVer in this disease. It 
is said that when intermittent fever prevailed at Milan as an epidemic, 
the hooping-cough was arrested at the time of the ague paroxysm. 

As I have already observed, Hooping-cough is not of itself a dangerous 
affection — it is rarely fatal when not involved in Complications, and 
therefore, the opportunities for investigating its Pathology have been lim- 
ited. There is, I may say, no settled opinion upon this subject. Many 
are of the conviction that it is due to inflammation of the par vagum, but 
this is not establisiied in such a way as to place it beyond all perad vent- 
ure. It is, for the present at least, a mere hypothesis. The real danger 
of this affection, tlien, consists in the numerous maladies with which it 
may become as?ociated, constituting the complications, the most frequ(»nt 
of which is Catarrh. Among the most serious accompaniments, how- 
ever, of this affection is inflammation of the bronchial tubes and lungs. — 
The nervous system, too, often becomes much disturbed, giving rise to 
convulsions, which may result in death. When Hooping-cough occurs at 
the period of dentition, its danger is much enhanced. Hydrocephalus, 
measles, etc., occasionally complicate this disorder. Hooping-cough is 
essentially a disease of infancy ; and we find that more than one half are 
seized with it before the completion of the thii^d year. It, howeveV, 
rarely developes itself under six months oi age. According to Rilliet and 
Barthez it is most frequent between the first and seventh years. It is 
comparatively a rare affection after the 10th year of age. In fatality 
among children under five years, it appears to hold the fourth rank; 
yielding in this particular only to inflammation of the lungs, convulsions, 
and hydrocephalus. The contagious character of hooping-cough- is now 
generally admitted. It is often epidemic in its charj<cter, but will also 
assume-the sporadic type. 

Treatment. No disease has, perhaps, called forth more specifics than the 
one now under consideration ; but alas! they like all such agents, have 
proved abortive in arresting its progress. This malady is to be treated 
on general principles, and when not complicated with any of the affec- 
tions to which we have alluded, it will not prove rebellious to judicious 
medication. Should, however, inflammation of the lungs orbionchial tu- 
bes supervene, these affections must be treated energetically without re- 
ference to the hooping-cough. In simple pertussis, it will be necessary 
merely to regulate the bowels, put the child on light diet, and occasion- 
ally administer gtt. vj or viij vini Ipecac, vidth gtt.ij of Tinct. Hyoscyam. 
When the hoop is severe it will be found useful to give one drop of Hy- 
drocyanic acid in a teaspoon of sweetened water. Camphorated Oil, or 
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3oap liniment may be nibbed on the chest with good effect. Bat, under 
ordinary circumstances, the great remedy for Hooping-cough is change of 
air. 

It has of late years been proposed by Dr. Joubert, ol Cherine, and Dr. 
Eben Watson to cauterize, in cases of pertussis, the mucous membrane of 
the larynx, using for this purpose a strong solution of the Nitrate of Silv- 
er; and the results of this treatment have certainly been most satisfactory. 
In 175 cases, there was success in all except 8. It does not appear dif- 
ficult to explain the modus operandi of the caustic under these circum- 
stances. It acts, no doubt, by diminishing the irritability of the laryngeal 
nerves, as also that of the medulla oblongata. It is because of xhe irrita- 
tion 9f these nerves upon the medulla oblongata, and the reflex action of 
this nervous mass upon the larynx, bronchial tubes, etc., that we are en- 
abled to explain the spasmodic contractions of these latter organs, so 
characteristic of Hooping-cough. Upon the principle of diminishing the 
irritability of the medulla oblongata, and consequently its reflex action, 
escbarotic applications to the spine, the most efficient of which is the red- 
hot iron, are frequently of signal service. But, in the use of these reme- 
dies, the extreme suscepdbility of the system during infantile life must 
not be forgotten. 

Trismus Nascentiumin a female infant 7 days old. Lucy Welsh, 
aged 7 days, has been affected with spasms for the last 48 hours. Why 
do you bring that infant here, my good woman ? Oh! Sir, it has the **fits.** 
You are not its mother, are you ? No, Sir, its mother is sick in bed, and 
I have brought the babe here, Sir, to see if you can do any thing for it. 
That child, Madam, i» too young to be brought here ; you should have 
known better than expose it in this way. Was it a healthy infant when 
born ? Yes, Sir. When did it first take the fits, as you term them ? The 
day before yesterday. Sir ; it would not take the breast and it cried and 
worried a good deal. Well, what then took place ? Tts little jaws got 
stiff, and it had all sorts of twitches. This case. Gentlemen, is interest- 
ing in several aspects The little infant before you is laboring under a 
disease, whieh unfortunately is almost always fatal ; many of you, per- 
haps, have never had an opportunity before of witnessing an example of 
it. It is known as the rrismw5 na,tfm«ium,' a species of tetanic con- 
vulsions observed in infants soon after birth. Its true nature has been a 
topic of much discussion, and conflicting opinions have been expressed 
on this subject. There are two points, however, in which there appears 
to be a concurrence of sentiment, viz : its almost uniform fatality when 
fully developed, andics defiance of remedies under almost all circum- 
stances. It is proper, therefore, that you should be able to recognise this 
affection, and to state plainly, whilst you are doing all that science can 
suggest, that in the great majority of cases it is a fatal malady. It will 
sometimes appear as early as 12 or 24 hours after birth — though as a 
general rule it is more frequently observed to commence between the 6th 
and lOih day«. This disease is not uncommon among the negroes of the ' 
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south, and it is the opinion of Dr. Jakes Clarke that it Is produced by tho 
smoke of the green wood consumed in the cabins. It is, I think, much 
more probable that the disease is due to the ignorance of the midwives in 
attending to the umbilical aord. A melancholy tribute has been piid to 
the ignorance of those old women to whom, through a mistaken judge- 
ment, are committed the wives and daughters of the southern country, at 
the most interesting, if not the most perilous period of their existence, I 
mean at the time of parturition. It is for you,Geutlemen, by your ap- 
peals to common sense, to eradicate this prejudice — prove to those to 
whom you are endeared by ties of affection, that human life is too sacred, 
its tenur too frail, to be entrusted to the uneducated midwife, whose 
ideas are scarcely adequate to, and rarely beyond the management of the 
poultry yard ! I feel that I have a right to speak on this subject — I am a 
Southern man not only by birth, but in pride and in heart. The interests 
of the South are mine — and I am identified in truth and in feeling with 
all that touches her, whether it be her Institutions, her general prosperity 
or the moral and physical well-being of her Sons and Daughters ! 

Trismus neonatorum occasionally prevails as an epidemic, a remarkable 
example of which occurred in the Lying-in Hospital at Stockholm in 
1834; and it is said that at that time a remarkable coincidence was ob- 
served between its greatest prevalence and the changes of temperature. — 
This affection is common in the West Indies, and it is computed that in 
the Colonies of Demerara one half of the new-born infants die from it. 
Some have supposed that Trismus is peculiar to warm climates ; this, 
however, is not strictly true, for Mackensik says that nearly all the child- 
ren born on the South coast of Iceland die o( this affection, and the only 
means of preventing depopulation is through immigration. 

Causes. The production of this disease cannot be exclusively traceable 
to climate, for it occurs both in the tropical and arctic regions. After 
death in this affection, post-mortem examinations have, in many inst- 
ances, revealed an effusion of blood in the thecae of the spinal cord, and 
also in the membranes and sinuses of the brain ; and hence many have 
been disposed to attribute the disease to congestion of these nervous 
centres. Admitting, however, the truth of these autopsies, it must not be 
too hastily concluded that engorgement of either the brain or spinal cord 
is the cause of Trismus — for, in the first place, it is an important fact for 
you to remember that these centres in the young infant are, in a compar- 
ative sense at least, more abundantly supplied with blood even in a nor- 
mal state than other portions of the system ; and secondly, if the effusion 
noticed in Trismus prove anything, it proves, in my judgement, that it is 
simply an effect of the convulsive spasm, and not the cause. You know 
very well that one of the ordinary consequences of fatal eclampsia, either 
in the adult or in the infant, is more or less effusion in the nervous cen- 
tres. Another opinion, according to Rombero, has been recently advanc- 
ed by Dr. Scholer, which appears much more plausible ; he says in 18 
children who died of trismu.«, he discovered inflammation of the umhilic- 
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a4 arteries in 15, the arteries having been found swollen at the point at 
which they approach the urinary bladder. Tiie same observer has failed 
in all examinations of infants who have died of other complaints, to de- 
tect inflammation of the umbilical vessel?. I am quite disposed to believe 
there is much truth in the views of Dr. S( holi.kr, and, moreover, that 
this inflammation of the umbilical arteries is owing to the rude manner in 
which frequently the cord is lied — sudden and undue pressure on these 
vessels by a round string being apt, I think, to excite inflammation, which 
is soon propagated to the vessels in their progress towards the bladder^ 
To avoid this unnecessary constriction, I recommend you to employ a 
piece of flat tape, by which an eq nubia pressure only, and all sufficient 
at the same time, will be made on the cord. If there be any truth in 
this opinion, you will at once discover an additional reason for using 
only one in lieu of two ligature*. The latter is the general — and you will 
remember that I have already given you my reasons for the adoption of 
the former practice. The influence of vitiated air in the production of 
certain forms of inflammation is incontestable, and this very influence 
has been fully demonstrated by the tables of Dr. O.atike in the afTeciion 
which Wft are now diicnssing. H'J remarks that ni) to 1782, of 17,000 
children born in the Dublin Hospital, 2944 died of trismus ; when through 
the introduction of a better discipline, by which the wards were more 
freely ventilated, the mortality was 419 out of 8033 ! This is an inter- 
esting fact, and proves at least the connection between this malady and 
an impure atmosphere. Mental emotions afiecting the milk of the mother 
may also be enumerated among the causes of this affection ; as also a 
retention of the meconium. Trismus neonatorum, whatever may be its 
exciting cause, is unquestionably a nervous affection, resulting from re- 
flex action. 

Symptoms. Before the disease is developed, the infant becomes rest*- 
less ; its sleep is broken ; it seems anxious to take the breast, and then 
immediately refuses it. The muscles of the jaws become rigid, as also 
those of the tongue ; other muscles soon become affected, and there is 
sometimes complete opisthotonos. The stomach and bowels are often 
deranged, and jaundice is not an unfrequent complication. 

Prognons. Trismus neonatorum is perhaps the most fatal disease of 
infancy. 

Treatment. On the hypothesis that inflammation of the umbilical ar- 
teries may sometimes be the cause of trismus, I repeat what I have al- 
ready remarked to you viz : secure the cord with a piece of flat tape, and 
you may at the same time spread over the cut portion of the cord collo- 
dion, which Latour has found so serviceable in the prevention of inter- 
nal inflammation. Should the meconium be retained, prompt means 
must be taken to have it evacuated. Warm baths, frictions with cam- 
phorated oil, etc., may also be resorted to. A case is recorded in which 
an infant was saved in this disease by the administration of one drop of 
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Laudanum every hour ; 5ss having been given before recovery was com- 
plete. Some interesting facts have been published by Drs. O'Shauonesst 
and 0*Bki£n in connection with the Tincture of Indian Hemp in the treat- 
ment of Tetanus in the adnlt, 60 and 80 drops having been given 
every hour. It may be useful, in this affection, commencing with 8 or 4 
drops. 

Utero-Lumbar Neuralgia. Mrs. S., married, aged 26 years, the 
mother of one child, aged 2 years, complains of pain in the region of the 
uterus from which she has suffered for the last six months. She is also 
troubled with a mucous discharge [non-sanguineous] from the vagina. — 
How are your "courses," my good woman ? They are quite regular, Sir. 
Is the^pain in your womb severe ? Yes, Sir — it troubles me very much, 
and I am afraid there is something serious the matter with me. Have 
you any pain in the back ? Yes, Sir, when I rub my back I always feel 
a spot that seems tender — when I touch it I feel pain. I have frequently, 
Gentlemen, directed your attention to the various sympathies excited in 
different portions of the system, in consequence of functional and organic 
derangements of the uterine organs; and you have been admonished, in 
your diagnosis of disease, to exercise a careful vigilance in order that you • 
vraay institute a just distinction between these sympathies which are no- 
thing more than effects, and the true cause to which they owe their ori- 
gin. The case of the patient before us affords me an opportunity of dwell- 
ing a fe>K moments on what I consider, in its practical bearings, one of 
the most important points connected with that wide, if not unlimited field 
of enquiry — uterine pathology. Until within comparatively a short time, 
there prevailed if not positive ignorance, at least very confused notions 
respecting the numerous forms of pain, which occasionally display them- 
selves in the uterus itself, in the vagina, in different portions of the pelvis, 
in the back, abdomen, chest, etc. ; these pains being sometimes regarded 
as effects of disease of the uterus, sometimes as idiopathic, and again 
without any determinate view of their pathology, they have been treated 
on principles purely empirical. Now, however, through the researches 
of Valleix, Malgaijne, Mitchell, and others, we have not only the true 
explanation of certain morbid phenomena, which previously had been 
entirely misunderstood, but we have also at hand the remedial agents, 
which will remove these phenomena, and lead to a restoration of health. 
This woman, whose story you have heard, complains of pain in the back 
and pelvis, and also in the uterus. She has told us, that in rubbing her 
back, which she was recommended to do by some of her friends, on 
touching one particular spot she has felt considerable uneasiness. In ad- 
dition to the pain of which she complains, sb^ has a discharge of mucus 
from her vagina. These, Gentlemen, are the only manifestations of mor- 
bid action tn the case of this patient. Will you permit me to ask what 
they indicate, and whether you can form a correct opinion as to their 
true signification ? You would, I am sure, be embarrassed in your dia- 
gnosis without additional light on the subject. When this patient stated 
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het case to me, I examined her per vaginam very minutely, and dis- 
covered the uterus and adjacent organs entirely free from any appreciable 
disease. Not only is there an absence of structural lesion, but also of any 
functional derangement — the menses being natural both as to time and 
quantity. 

There are one or two features, however, which I have observed, and 
to which I wish to make allusion for a moment, m order that you may 
at once comprehend the characteristic peculiarities of the case before 
us. On making the vaginal examination, there was nothing recognised 
at all abnormal, until on gently pressing the cervix uteri with the finger, 
the patient said it occasioned her much uneasiness. I then examined 
the spine, and on the side of the second lumbar vertebra there was a cor- 
responding sensation of pain. You are aware that the existence of pain 
is not in accordance with a perfectly healthy condition of the economy — it 
denotes some infraction of that harmony without which, if I may so speak, 
unity of function cannot continue; and, therefore, it is the duty of the 
physician, under these circumstances, to analyze the pain in direct con- 
nection with its accompaning circumstances. The term pain is altogether 
'Relative — it may in one instance be the result of inflammatory action ; 
when the Surgeon amputates, the pain is simply the efiect of irritation; 
and again, there is the pain of neuralgia, which is strictly of the irritative 
kind. You need not look beyond the present case to become convinced 
of the truth of what I tell you. The very symptoms of which this pa- 
tient complains, if you confine your attention exclusively to them, you 
will recognise to be the symptoms of various morbid conditions of the 
uterus and vagina ; they occur in chronic inflammation, in carcinoma, in 
dysmenorrhcea, etc. How, then, are you to discriminate between the 
pain of these affections, and pain from other causes ? The reply is ob- 
vious — ^by a careful digital examination [the well educated sense of touch 
being preferable to the speculum] you ascertain the existence or non - 
existence of the two former conditions ; and by addressing questions to 
your patient, you will soon learn whether or not there is any thing wrong 
in the menstrual function. But, Gentlemen, I have made this examina- 
tion, and as I have already mentioned, there is neither chronic inflam- 
mation, carcinoma, dysmenorrhcea, nor any other structural or function- 
al disturbance of the uterine organs. What then is it that produces the 
pain ? This is the simple question for us to decide, and on its proper 
solution will depend the failure or success of our remedies. The disease 
with which this patient is affected has been described by Valleix under 
the na.me of utero-lutmbarneuralgia, which is a species of a more com- 
prehensive affection to which, I believe, he also first directed the atten- 
tion of the profession the — lumbo'ttbdominal neutolgia. The former mal- 
ady, the utero'lumbar neuralgia consists essentially in an irritation of the 
lumbar nerves, the irritadon usually concentrating itself on the cervix 
uteri ; and in connection with this subject Valleix mentions an import- 
ant fact viz : that when the neuralgia is limited to one side of the lumbar 
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region, the pain in the neck of the uterus is also confined to one side;; — 
and when it exists on both sides of the vertebraB, the pain in the cervix is 
more marked on the side in which the neural^^a is the most intense; and 
he further remarks that it may, perhaps, be urged that the pain in the 
uterus is not the result of lumbar-neuralgia, but the effect of disease pri- 
marily seated in this organ, thus producing sensibility of the nerves ; the 
principal argument in favor of tliis hypothesis being the circumstance 
that cauterization of the cervix uteri is frequently followed by a cessation 
of pain both in the uiorus and buck. Bat this, he properly continues, is 
no proof at all, for every day's experience demonstrates that n blister ap- 
plied near the knee will very often remove the pain, which previously 
had existed in the whole extent of the sciatic nerve. Here then. Gentle- 
men, is an example of morbid action, not so uncommon as you might be 
disposed to imagine, in which the palpable feature is pain. Some au- 
thors would call this rhumatism of the womb, others hysteralgia, etc. ; 
but these terms are too general, for they do not express the true nature of 
the affection — they do not in^Jicate its pathology, and consequently lead 
to no sound therapeutic application. You may remark that there is an- 
othei feature which accompanies this case — the discharge of mucus. You 
are not, Ifcwever, to conclude that there must of necessity be organic dis- 
ease of the uterus because there is a discharge of mucus from the vagina. 
In speaking of this foim of secretion, I have already reminded you that it 
may be the result of various diseased conditions; and that, under some 
circumstances, it will be recognized where there is no appreciable dis- 
ease either of the uteriis or vagina. The interesting tables of Mabc D*es- 
piNE I have cited elsewhere, when speaking of Leucorrhoea, show very 
conclusively what you will yourselves recognize in practice that a dis- 
charge of mucus from the vagina, more or less profuse, will occasionally 
be observed, constituting a species of leucorrhcsa dependent exclusively, 
as has been proved, on a peculiar irritation of the uterine nerves. That 
the nervous system does exercise a very decided influence over secretion, 
and this latter will be modified by the various phases to which the nerv- 
ous structure is liable by incidental and other circumstances, is a truth 
which few will be disposed to controvert. Have you never experienced 
in your own persons the sudden efiect of a savoury dish on the increased 
secretion of saliva ? If you wish to see this influence exhibited in a very 
positive manner, hold a piece of rtieat before a dog, without permitting 
him to touch it, and you will soon observe the saliva to run in quantity 
from his mouth. If you will apply this same principle to the uterine or- 
gans, you will have no difliculty, I apprehend, in comprehending the 
practical operation of a law, which you should never lose sight of at 
the bed-side — a law, which establishes the fact that uterine catarrh may 
exist irrespective of any inflammatory action, and merely as the result 
of a peculiar state of the nerves of the uterus. This important principle 
^ in uterine pathology has been fully discussed by Reclam, Mitchell, Mal- 
H OAiNs, Beau, and others ; and assuming it as a basis for their therapeu- 
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tics, they have abandoned the absuid practice of treating every case of 
vaginal uincons discharge as one simply of **wbitep," the rontine remedy 
fbr which has consisted in the different astringent washes. On the con- 
trary, in keei)ing wiih thoir views of its pathology, they have treated, 
and successfully too, tins particular form of uterine catarrh consistently 
viz: through revulsive agents applied to the lower portion of the spine, 
such as blisters, cauterization with the red-hot iron, etc. I cannot direct 
your attention to a more impoitant practical fact, worthy to be stored in 
memory,than the strongly marked reciprocal connection between the nerves 
of the lower portion of the spinal cord and the organs of generation. This 
CO mection is developing new and important remedial agents, andmust lead 
to results of great value — another of those striking evidences of substan- 
tial progress in our Science, through the march of mind ! Suppose, Gen- 
tlemen, you should be consulted in a case bearing the distinctive marks 
of the one before us ^ it is not unlikely that you would altogether misapr 
prehend its true character — the mucous discharge ypu would probably 
regapd as an evidence oi some structural disease of the uterus, whilst the 
pain might possibly incline you to the opinion that it was due to anything 
else than its true cause — irritation of the utero'lumbar nerves. Many 
women are annoyed for years by these two symptoms— pain and a dis- 
charge of mucous from the vagina — and they are subjected to every va- 
riety of medication ; they fail in obtaining relief, they have hoped against 
hope — life becomes a burden, and finally, with exhausted patience, they 
seek in the embraces of empiricsm what they in vain looked for in the 
legitimate walks of Science ! How true is it that the success of quackery 
depends not on its own merits, but on the carelessness of those to whom 
are entrusted the sacred rights of medicine. 

Causes. l7i((ro-^um6arn«ura/gta is undoubtedly the result of a pecu- 
liar condition of the nerves of the lower portion of the spinal cord ; what 
it is that gives rise to this peculiar state we do not probably understand ; 
but we know from observation that there exists between these nerves 
and the genital organs, both in the female and male, a reciprocal in- 
fluence. An interesting example of this influence in the latter is furnish- 
ed by a specific pain in the testicle, which has been called ileo-scrotal 
from the fact that it is merely the spread of neuralgia, through the ileo- 
scrotal nerve, from the lumbar region to the scrotum ; and in the same 
way is explained the existence of severe neuralgia in the labia externa 
of the female, the pain being propagated through the ileo-pudendal 
nerves. 

Symptoms, The patient complains of pain, sometimes quite distress- 
ing, in the uterus — there is also more or less pain in the back rendered 
perceptible by pressure ; the uneasiness in the uterus is always increased 
by a digital examination, or sexual intercourse, and also by the introduc- 
tion of the speculum. There is oflen a discharge of mucus accompany- 
ing uterine neuralgia. This malady may be complicated with other af- 
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fections of the uteraa — bat most frequently it exists alone. It. occasion- 
ally is marked by periodicity. ^ 

Diagnosis. Pain on pressing the cervix uteri ; pain also, from pressure 
on the side of the lower extremity of the spine. 

Prognosis. A favourable termination may certainly be promised,- 
provided the nature of the malady be fully understood. 

Treatment. This consists essentially, and I may say exclusively, in 
po^K^rful revulsives to the spine, or in cauterization of the cervix uteri- 
MiTCHELr. of Dublin, of whose practice we have already spoken , relies 
on the red-hot iron to the spine ; Valliex resorts to repeated blisters. The 
latter, however, commends also the application of the actual cautery to 
the cervix ; whilst Malgaine prefers scarifications of that portion of the 
uterus. I very much prefer, as preferable to the red-hot iron and blis- 
ters^ the insertion of a nitric acid issue on the side of the lumbar verte- 
brae ; it is less repugnant than the former to the feelings .of the patient, 
and is more positive in its action than blisters ; and besides, it is not fol- 
lowed by irritation of the bladder, so common an effect of the absorption 
of cantharides. When the utero'lutnbar neuralgia is characterised, as 
will sometimes be the case, by distinct periodicity, it will usually yield 
to the Sulphate of Quinine. 

[In addition to the above, the following cases were presented at this 
Clinique ; bloody, Tumor of the meatus urinarins ; ulceration of the cer- 
vix uteri; carcinoma of the cervix; mammary abscess; diarrhoea ablacta- 
torum ; measles ; vesico-vaginal fistula ; procidentia uteri ; purulent op- 
thalmia, etc.] 
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^rt. |.-|atpfl)|2 s«> f ttstmtnt jrf fahtrntto Ptrangitis. 

Dr. N ELSON. 
Dear Sir : — In the March j^umber of the Lancet, we reported three 
successful cases of what we supposed to be Tubercular Meningids, treat- 
ed with small doses of the Iodide of Potassium. These cases were given 
without comment, and without the least design of claiming for ourself 
the quesdonable honor of originality of suggestion. They called forth a 
few remarks in the June Number, from Dr. Matthews, of Indiana, ques- 
tioning the utility of our limited medicadon, and our right to the honor 
of originating such treatment. 

We were not ignorant that Iodine had been recommended in Hydro- 
cephalic diseases ; our object being mainly, to invite a more frequent ad. 
ministration of this remedy, to the comparative exclusion of those, we 
fear many times pernicious agents, the lancet, purgatives, and mercuri- 
als. As the Gentleman doubtless mistakes us as to the time and object 
of administradon, we claim your, Mr. Editor, and your Readers' indul- 
gence, while we offer our humble opinion on some points connected with' 
a disease so prolific of dekth as the one under consideration 

At no very distant date all diseases of the brain, occurring in children, 
accompanied with, or terminadng in an effusion of fluid into the ventri- 
cles of that organ, or betwen its invesdng membranes, were denominated 
Hydrocephalus, And perhaps it would not be too much to say that dis- 
eases unaccompanied with that symptom, or without that terminadon, 
have been thus classified, irrespective of their pathological condidons. 

Dr. Mabshall Hall was perhaps the first who called attention to the 
distinction between the true and spurious disease ; established their non- 
identity, and proved the diversity of their pathology. The distinction 
has ever since been recognized by the Profession. 

Recently another division has been made in the disease usually known 
as hydrocephalus. To whom the honor is due, is to us immaterial. Dr 
West says, "we are led to the conclusion that inflammauon of the brain 
occurs, in early life, under two different conditions. It now and then 
comes on in previously healthy children, but occurs much oftener in con- 
nection with the tuberculous cachexisB, or as the resiUts of tubercular de« 
posit in the brain or its membranes." (Lectures on Diseases of Children, 
p. 58.) But it would seem that he has failed to take practical advantage 
of the conclusion here expressed ; for it appears to us, that the occurrence 
of hydrocephalus in the robust and healthy must depend upon idiopathic 
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meningeal or meningeo->cerebral inflammation; in the scrofulous ccahexisB 
the inflammatory action is caused by» and superadded to the peviously ex- 
isting tubercular depositioti. 

Dr. West is- by no means alone in his conclusion. Dr. Watson says, 
"the grand predisposing cause of acute hydrocephalus is certainly the 
scrofulous diathesis, and this is why we see the complaint run so often 
infamili.es." (Watson's Lectures, p. 270.) Drs. Condie, W^ood, Dun- 
QLisoN, and others are of the same opinion. Hence we see that the scrof- 
ulous origin and tuherculous character of this disease are duly recognised. 
Yet if our memory serves us right all authors with which we are ac- 
quainted concur in the opinion of Dr. Wat^son when he says: "I need 
not, I conceive, take any further pains to convince you that the disease is 
essentially inflammatory." He so considers it because **the appearances 
in dissection are always such as inflammation may have produced." 
This last assertion, Dr. Condie, and probably truly too, denies, aflirming 
that traces of inflammation are by no means invariably detected in cases 
of chronic meningitis. But admitting that the results of inflammation 
were always present in the brain or its membranes/ in cases of death from 
tubercular meningitis, it certainly would not prove the disease to be «- 
sentiaUy and primarily inflammatory ; for who does not know, that in 
cases of death from phthisis , the lungs contain the products of inflam- 
mation as invariably as the membranes of the brain in tubercular men- 
ingitis ? 

If tubercle and the products of inflammation are both usually present 
in this disease, the question naturally arises which is the precursor of 
the other ? Dr. Simon says, **Tubercle, in itself; is clearly no product of 
inflammation, but is apt to act as an irritant of the surrounding textures, 
and invite the addition of their inflammatory exudations." (Lectures 
on Pathology, p. 135.) Here, we conclude, the disease under considera- 
tion to be primarily and essentially tubercular, and requiring, in part at 
least) remedies appropriate for the scrofulous diathesis. 

A few words in regard to treatment and we will close this already too 
long article. Dr. Watson holds the following language ; " The disease 
being essentially an inflammation requires, in its earlier periods ?it least, 
the remedies of inflammation." Dr. Wood has the followmg ; "it is in- 
flammation that is to be combated. The treatment recommended for 
simple meningitis is exactly that required for the tuberculous variety. 
It is even more important in the latter, that the remedial measures should 
be early applied ; for it is in the first stage especially that there may be 
some reason to hope that the tuberculous deposition may be prevented.** 
They consequently recommend blood-letting, purgatives, mercurials, etc. 
Now if tubercle was the result of inflammation this advice would be 
most judicious. But, if the inflammation in these cases is superadded to 
previously deposited tubercle, the question naturally arises, does not^ thb 
treatment iwcit* tnberele rfttfaer than prevent it, and consequently defeat 
the very object aimed at ? 
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Drs. Wood, Dunglison, Watson, Gondje, Rush, Ghaphan, Abercrom- 
BIS, Barthez and Rilliet, Dewees, Eberle, West and Churchill, all 
agree in advising blood-letting, purgatives, and mercurials. Drs. Chris- 
tie, WoNiGERy RosER, and others advise Iodine in large doses in the last 
stages, after effusion, with the hope of stimulating the absorbents to the ef- 
fect of removing the eifused fluid. 

Dr. Wood is the only author, whose work it has been our pleasure to 
read, that has advised iodide of potassium early in this disease, and that 
only in connection with other remedies. 

In reference to the strictures upon our doses, we have only to say that 
we are no t ambitious of experimentally learning how mtich a child may 
take without injury ; but rather how little may be necessary to procure 
the desired beneficial results. -^ 

Respectfully yours, 

0. C. GiBBs, M. D. 
Perry, Lake Co., Ohio, August 1853. 



^. ||. €m si loisirning bs f an^animi. 
f mtmtnt ;-|ltmarli«. 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir : The general Practitioner, as is well known, is sometimes 
called to cases in the successful treatment of which there is imposed a 
heavy draft upon his self-possession, his firmness of purpose, and his ca- 
pacity for turning to good account the agents within his control. An in- 
stance of this kind, though not of very recent date, I find in my "Case 
Book," and if you deem it of sufficient importance, you are at liberty to 
give it publicity in the columns of tha American Lancet. I am the rather 
induced to send you this communication- from the fact that there came to 
my knowledge recently a ease of poisoning by Morphia, not a hundred 
miles distant, in which probably every thing was tesorted to by the at- 
tending physician except what ought to have been done and the case ter- 
minated fatally. 

Case, At ten o'clock P. M., on the 24th day of May, 1862, 1 received nn 
urgent request to visit Miss S. , aged 28, who, it was said, had swallowed 
^iss of laudanum an hour before, for the purpose of self-destructiour 
She was at the residence of her brother, a mile out of the village. As 
soon as I reached the house my ears were stunned by the lamentations of 
her relatives who despaired of seeing her restored to consciousness. I 
found her dressed with neatness and precision, lying on a bed in an upper 
room, in a state of profound coma. I was told that all efibrts to arouse 
her had been unavailing, and that she had been in that state some twen- 
ty minutes. The pulse at the wrist was scarcely percepdble ; the respir- 
ation slow and stertorous ; and the surface around the mouth and nostrils 
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presented a livid appearance. This hasty examination made, an emetic 
ofsnlph. zinci was prepared, but on trying her moutb with a spoon it 
was found that the masseters were firmly contracted. Next with a view 
to arouse Iier I grasped her shoulders firmly and shook her violently but 
without producing the least symptoms of returning consciousness. I then 
ordered a tub to be placed in front of the bed, and pails of cold water to 
be brought I next directed her head to be held over the tub, face upper- 
most and then proceeded to pour the water upon her forehead one dipper- 
ful aft' r another. In about a minute she aroused with a tremendous strug- 
gle and on finding that she opened her mouth, I made an attempt to ad- 
minister the emetic which was successful. Presently she relapsed again 
into a profound slumber. The cold water was applied as before and 
with the same results. In about five minutes she vomited freely and there 
was emitted from the matter so voided, very strongly the odor of lauda- 
num. Afterwards infus. lini was directed to be be taken ad libitum, and 
the cold aflfusion to be resorted to during the night whenever she relapsed 
into sleep. Her convalescence was unattended by any nnpleasant 
symptom, and even the determination to commit suicide was driven into 
exile. 

The indications of treatment in poisoning by narcotics are, 1st. To ev- 
acuate the contents of the stomach, if the patient can be seen before the 
poison is absorbed. This accomplished, little else is required to be done ; 
2nd. If the poison has passed from the stomach and, as a consequence, 
is doing its fearful work upon and through the brain, spinal cord and 
nervous system, the function of respiration should be closely watched 
and any irregularity remedied by a prompt resort to a galvanic battery. 
A slight current transmitted between the epigastrium and root of the ton- 
gue is said to act very speedily in regulating the respiratory movements. 
The aid of the galvanic battery, should be called into requisition as may 
be necessary till the force of the poison is expended. As an adjunct to 
the galvanic battery, the cold douche to the head is a remedy of very 
considerable power and efiicacy in relieving the urgent symptoms. 

With kindest wishes for the continued prosperity of your American 
Lancet, I remain. 

Yours truly, 

L. SCHAFFER, M. D. 

Kingston, Ulster Co. N.Y., Sept 7th. 1863. 



Jlrt III--- tot 0f |M|iwaI ^amimm. 



Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir : — Among the numerous communications which have ap- 
peared in your Journal since I have received it, none have been read by 
me with more pleasure' and interest than the one on ^'Puerperal Convul 
sions, with cases illustrative of the treatment,** by Wolfred Nelson, 
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Esqr., M. D., of Montreal, which appeared in the April Number. The 
practice he recommends being in such perfect accordance with my opin- 
ions on the subject. 

Judging that the following case which occurred in my practice some 
years since, being an extreme one, may bo interesting to my Professional 
Brethren, I have sent it to you for publication. 

On the morning of the 10th Dec. 1846, I was called on by Mr. D., re- 
siding about eight miles'distant, to visit his daughter, a young woman 
of nineteen, who, he informed me, had been attacked, during the pre- 
vious night, with violent headaKce accompanied by vomiting. He also 
informed me, on my questioning him, that she was pregnant, and that 
he was fearful she had injured herself the day before by carrying a lieavy 
stick of fire wood; and also that she had been covered with a rash, 
somewhat resembling scarlatina, the previous evening, but which had 
disappeared. 

On my arrival, about ten o'clock A. M., I was informed that she had 
two attacks of convulsions. The pulse was full and strong ; the face 
flushed ; the eyes red and swollen ; the skin hot, and the tongue covered 
with a yellowish white fur ; the pain in the head was very "violent ; the 
vomiting with which she had been troubled during the night, continued 
at intervals; the matter vomited being principally bile. I immediately 
proposed bleeding, to which she strongly objected, but stating that the 
necessity for it was imperative, and taking the arra for the purpose of 
bandaging it, she had another attack of convulsions of the most Violent 
kind, the legs and arms stiffened, the hands firmly clenched, the body 
drawn backwards, the muscles of the face and eyes twitched in all di- 
rections; the tongue alternately thrust forward and retracted, the face be 
came livid, nay, almost black, and the breathing accompanied with that 
peculiar sibilating or hissing noise characterstic of this complaint. Dur- 
ing the stupor which succeeded I opened a vein, and drew about a quart 
of blood, allowing it to flow until the pulse was considerably lowered, 
and the face became pale. When she aroused from the stupor she ex- 
pressed herself as feeling her head much relieved. I then gave her a 
strong cathartic, ordered pedilnvia, and cold applications to the head. 

In about an hour the convulsions returned, aud continued to recur, the 
intermissions becoming shorter, until two o'clock the following morning, 
having had in all twenty-seven paroxysms. She became comatose after 
the sixth paroxysm, and unconscious of any thing which transpired af- 
terwards. About this time I made an examination per vaginam, but 
found no dilatation of the os uteri. I then bled her again to the same ex- 
ent as before, and applied a large blister to the nape of the neck and 
between the shoulders, sinapisms to the calves of the legs, and hot bricks 
wrapped in moistened flannels, to the feet and thighs. Infusion of As- 
safcetida was also repeatedly given, and used as an enema, alone, and 
incorporated with other stronger enemas. The enemas returned with- 
out producing any effect; the cathartic was repeated. Later in the day 
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as there was no motion from the bowels, I gave two drops of croton oil. 
Af^er the fifteenth parpxysm, judging from the writhing and contortions 
of the body that labour had commenced, I made another examination 
and found the os uteri dilated; the labour proceeded favourably, id est 
as far as mere delivery was concerned, and she was delivered immedi- 
ately before having the twentieth paroxysm, ol a small dead infant. She 
had eight paroxysms after delivery^ at which time she was completely void 
of sensation ; a pin might be thrust into the flesh without producing the 
slightest evidence of its being felt; breathing stertorous, pupils dilated, 
pulse almost imperceptible and vtr$f rapid, and the body covered with ^ 
cold clammy perspiration. 

Deeming the case hopeless, and having another patient about twelve 
miles distant lying dangerously ill with Pneumonia whom I was anx- 
ious to visit, I left some simple medicine, with instructions that if the 
convulsions should cease, or there should be any favourable change, I 
should be sent for, and departed. 11th. 7 o'clock P. M., I saw her 
again ; she had no return of convulsions after my departure, the cathartics 
had operated powerfully, and the blister had risen ; pulse much the same 
as when 1 left, but a little fuller, pupils still dilated, sensation very 
slightly increased, tongue much swollen, mouth wide open, and the bead 
rolled from side to side as if wishing for drink which was swallowed 
with avidity when put into the mouth ; the fingers were frequently thrust 
into the mouth and bitten, the breathing had lost its stertor, the lochial 
discharge was regular, still she was unconscious. I applied a large blis- 
ter to the inner side of each thigh, and sinapisms to the legs, and left a 
solution of Ant. Tart, and Sp. iEth.Nitros, to be given if fever should 
arise. 12th., visted her again; blisters had drawn well, and produced 
the desired effect ; sensation and consciousness , had returned ; she 
was able to converse though she did not recognise me. Very little febrile 
action took place, and from this day she rap'dly recovered, with no med- 
icine except an occasional portion of castor oil. Not a particle of opium 
was given during the treatment of this case. 
Yours truly, 

W. H. BuwtiTT, M. D. 
Smith's Falls, Canada West, 7th Sept. 1868. 



A whi 



By Michael W. Turrer, M. S., op Toledo, Ohio. 

The following case occurred in the practice of Dr. Coldham, of this 
city, with whom I have been studying for the last six months, and of 
which I took notes at the time. The subject was a German, aged forty, 
small stature, sober habits, and pf a nervous excitable temperament, 
which tendency had always shown itself, more particularly during ill- 
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ness. The facial angle showed no great deviation from the general 
inclination, there was, however, excessive flatness on the posterior part 
of the head; occiput very large and pointed. We attended him the first 
time in August for Bilious Fever, during this he complained of a good 
deal of pain in the head, and fullness in that region; though he did not 
wander, yet his conversation was most always hurried, and in some in- 
stances so much so as to be hardly intelligible. As regards the treat- 
ment we had pursued, an emetic followed by a cathartic in the first in- 
stance, calomel and Dover's powder during the fever, and quinine in 
the dose of gr. j., combined with hyosciamus gr. j., in the absence of it.* 
Under this prescription he rapidly improved; his loquacity, however, 
still continued. August 21st. felt much better ; appetite good , and strength 
returning ; in the evening he began to talk incessantly ; '^ could not bear 
other persons speaking ; and showed some wildness of manner, this in- 
creased till about 1 A. M., when he became altogether ungovernable, 
wished to destroy himself and family, fancied he saw all kinds of objects, 
and imagined he had one leg, sometimes three. The assistants not be- 
ing able to hold him in bed, tied his hands and feet. 22nd. pulse 100, no 
urinatnral heat of head, great wildness of expression , raved continually, 
and threw himself about. We prescribed Hyd. Submur gr. x ; Pulv. Ja- 
lapsB gr.^xv., to be taken immediately; Morphine gr. ss., every hour till 
composed, and cold applied to the head. 12 o'clock, morphine had not 
the slightest effect ; no dejection from the bowels. Patient very furious , 
administered three tablespoonfn Is of castor oil; and increased the dose 
of morphine to one grain, and continued cold applications. 6P. M, 
Skin moist, still no evacuation from the bowels. Cupped him over the 
temples, applied mustard sinapisms to the soles of the feet and calves of 
the legs, Emp. Lyttas to the back of the neck, and got him into a straight 
jacket. 28rd. Slept four hours during the night, but woke up even more 
furious than before, no movenient from the bowels, passed a natural 
quantity of urine. Spasmodic action of the limbs and trunk at times very 
excessive. The approach of strangers would excite him to a great de-i 
gree ; prescribed Hyd. Submur gr. xv; Pulv. Jalaps ^j ; Pulv. Rhei. gr^ 
X., taken immediately and followed in a couple of hours by an injection 
of soap and water, this brought away a large quantity of foscal matter.. 
4 P. M. No abatement of symptoms ; k^ptup a steady stream of cold 
water over the head and body for fifteen minutes^ this rather increased 
the paroxysms. 

We now determined on sending him to Columbus the next day; he had 
been 48 hours, with the exception of four on Sunday night, in a state of 
furious excitement, requiring the aid of several assistants to keep him in 
bed, and with no mitigation. Remedies had no effect whatever of quite - 
ing him, but he still remained the raving maniac, fancying at times the 
devil was in him or holding his legs' down, that he had no head ; at oth- 
ers, that there was a ball of fire rolling up and down him, etc. The idea 
of adaiiuisteiing an ahcDsthetic had once or twice proposed itself, though 
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we were afraid of so doing, hairing never heard of its use in cases of Man- 
iacs, and knowing the effects in persons of an excitable temperament. 
Its trial however still haunted us and having mentioned the idea to Dr. 
Graham, a resident Physician of this City, concluded that a small quan- 
tity might be tried, and thus watch its effects. 6 p. m. poured gtt.xx chlo- 
roform on a silk pockethandkerchief folded in the shape of a cone, this we 
allowed him to inhale gently, frequently raising it from his mouth so as 
to allow a free circulation of atmospheric air ; he at first offered some 
little resistance, but gradually gave way, and in the course of two minutes 
>)vas perfectly under its influence. At this time, and aft<^rwards respira- 
tion was very natural ; Pulse regular and at the usual standard. 

In this way I kept him nine hours, administering it as often as I saw 
any appearance of approaching consciousness; at 8 A. M. I allowed the 
effects to pass off. Great indeed was our surprise at seeing him wake np 
a perfectly sane and rational man, his pulse*was very low and feeble 
owing to the excessive collapse which had taken place; he could only 
speak in a whisper and complained of great pain all over the body. 
From this date he has gradually gained strength under the use of simple 
bitters, and is now up and walking about. He remembers many of the 
circumstances which happened. As regards his mental powers they seem 
to be in no way impaired. 

The chloroform in this case seemed to act like a charm producing such 
almost instant tranquility and allaying that excitement, which would no 
doubt soon have hurried him to the grave. 

Might it not be used in many cases of a similar nature ? 

[Since the above oommunicatioQ was received, Mr. Turner has forward- 
ed the following interesting particulars m relation to his patient : I have 
found out something important as tegards the case, (Chloroform in Ma- 
nia) which I transmitted by Post some time ago, and which has come to 
light since. There is an hereditary tendency in the family to insanity ; 
the mother died at the age of 45 in a lit, similar in all respects from 
what I could learn, our patient had ; the sister also died from the affec- 
tion at 25. The rest of the family were more or less affected in the same 
way; again, the exciting cause in our patient's case seems to have beeu 
his wife's confinement which took place some couple of weeks before we 
saw him. At that time it appears that he was perfectly * 'crazy," and 
had since remained in the state represented in my communication. 

Thinking this might be of some use, as proving the case to be one of 
True Insanity, 

Believe me yours truly, 

Michael Wm. Turner, Medical Student. 
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By B. F. Chapman, M. D., of Lithonia, Georgia. 

On the 81st of July, I. S. C, aged one year, and previously in the en- 
joyment of good health, was seized with a high fever which continued 
until the 8dof August, when I was called upon to visit him. I found 
him labouring under Hydrocephalus; and the sutures had commenced 
to separate. I gave him a dose of Calomel and Jalap which produced 
copious, green and aqueous stools ; a blister was applied to the back of 
the head and neck. As the head was extremely hot I kept an almost 
constant stream of cold water poured upon it. I gave small doses of Cal- 
omel for two or three days during a period of nine days, excepting six or 
eight hours each day ; I next continued the medicine every second day 
for eight days. On the sixth day I prescribed the Iodide of Potassium 
in two grain doses, three times daily, during three days. I then increased 
the dose to three grains in which quantity it was continued for ten days 
longer. Aqua Calcis was administered to allay the nausea and vom- 
iting. Nitric Ether was given at times to counteract the retention of 
urine. 

The following are some of the many anomalies which presented them- 
selves during, the continuance of the disease : At the commencement of 
the affection an inflamed spot showed itself over the anterior fontanelle, 
and spread daily till it extended over th entire extent of the frontal. region 
ceasing at the inner cantbus where it formed an oblong abscess, whioh I 
opened on the 3d of September, and found it to contain sanguineous pus. 
Over the posterior portion of one of the parietal bones two sloughing ul- 
cers broke out, which Were treated with diluted chlbride of Soda, poul- 
tices, and carbo ligni. Under this course of treatment cicatrization soon 
took place. There was a considerable effusion over, and around a por- 
tion of the lambdoidal suture; over another part both the parietal ^md 
occipital bones produced a bulging of some half inch uvtder the integu- 
ments. In about ten days the bones returned to their librmai position, 
although the bulging of the integuments remained the same. I opened 
it on the 3d of September and allowed the escape of a quantity of pure 
pus. The child was afre<ited with dysentery — Which has been very preva- 
lent and fatal, of late, in this section-^on the twenty-first iday of his sick- 
ness ; this complication was treated with small ddses of Oalomel and 
Chalk mixtures. 

At the present time— September the 15th— 'I consider my padent cured. 
I think that Iodine should have a thorough trial in Hydrocephalne before 
we should give up all hopes of recovery, although I am ve^y far from 
considering it as a*specific. 
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Dr. Nelson. 
Dear Sir :— Should you deem the following case of Sur^rery worthy 
of a place in yoQr valuable Lancet its insertion will much oblige^ 
Your friend and well-wisher, 

H. C. OooLEY, M. D. 
Laurens Court House, South Carolina, 
Sept. 27 tb, 1858. 

A few days since I was consulted by Mr. Richa&ds in relation to a tu- 
mor situated in the region of the Femoral Ring. He informed me that 
fifteen years ago he first observed a small tumor, which had since then 
at times, rapidly increased, and was at the time of consulting me of 
considerable magnitude. He said that it had been considered by some 
as a wen, while others thought it to be a species of hernia. 

On examination I found it to be an adipose tumor of considerable size. 
Its removal was efiected by dividing the integuments and femoral fascia, 
and then dissecting and tearing out the tumor in one solid mass. There 
was no hemorrhage of any consequence. The blood being washed 
away the flaps were brought together, so as to fit accurately and retained 
in place by adhesive straps. The wound healed rapidly by the first in- 
tention. The patient is at present entirely relieved of a burden which 
has troubled him for fifteen years. He can now ride on horse-back, a 
thing which he had not done for a long time. 



By Willis Danforth, M. D., op Oswego, Illinois, 

Much has been said of the Pathological changes which take place in 
Mammary inflammation and abscess ; but, so far as I can learn, little has 
been done in the way of cure. Without entering upon a discussion of 
tlie various theories and treatment of these afiections, I propose briefly 
to state — what is already known to many — that Collodion painted over 
the entire surface of the breast, as soon as it is found to be painful, hot 
and tumefied, will at once arrest the inflammation. This simple fact is 
of incalculable importance to every Physician. I might report numer- 
ous cases in proof of ray pontion, but one— and it may be consider- 
ed as the type — ^will suffice. 

. Mart RiKER was seized on the 12th. of August, the tenth day after 
her confinement, with chills, pains in both breasts followed, from which, 
she suffered considerably until 4 p. h., when I was sent for. I did not 
however, see her till 10 o'clock in the evening ; I found the breasts much 
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swollen, very hot and extreniely painful ; pulse 110 ; tongue coated, etc 
I painted both breasts freely with collodion, and in twenty minutes she 
expressed herself much relieved. I left her no medicine. I saw her 
the next morning and found the breasts still painful; another layer of col- 
lodion was applied, and this was the last I done for her. The pain 
abated, and she was entirely iree from fever that day. She was quite 
well the following day. Ifthecaseis seen before pus has formed, I 
believe this mode of termination of the inflammation may always be pre- 
vented. 



^rt. TO|.-Cast ai f gsttriral Hmtonitis. 

By J. S. Richmond, M. D., of Topsham, Vermont. 

Sunday evening, Sept 4th, I was summoned in much haste to visit a 
girl, 16 years old, of Bilious temperament, full habit, and robust appear- 
ance. She was seized in Church, during the afternoon service, with se- 
vere chills and pain in the bowels. I saw her in the evening; her 
pulse was small and rapid, surface cold, especially the extremities; 
tongue covered with a white creamy fur ; abdomen tense and tympanitic 
with extreme tenderness on slight pressure; but no extra complaint >*as 
made when the pressure was considerably firm except in the left hypo- 
chondrium. Her position was upon her back with the k.iees drawn up ; 
respiration hurried and thoracic ; n{\usea and vomitipg were constant. 
She had been away from home during the Summer — returned on Satur- 
day Sept. 3d, and I could ascertain nothing in regard to the uterine func- 
tions. Anodynes were administered sufficient to quiet the pain, and the 
vomiting subsided ; sinapisms were applied to the epigastrum. The 
next day the tenderness began to diminish and the bowels moved off 8 
or 4 times with some griping. She appeared much prostrated and the 
anodynes were continued through the day and night. On the morning 
of the 6th, it was ascertained that the menses had appeared as often as 
once in from two to three weeks; were profuse but painful. A brisk 
purge was administered which produced a copious evacuation the ap- 
pearance of which was very like lime and water, thin and well mixed. 
After resting awhile injections were resorted to, and now the evacuations 
were changed in appearance — they were liquid as before but of a yellow- 
ish hue and exhibited at the bottom of the vessel a sediment of a metallic 
appearance — like very fine iron filings. By an accident I have lost the 
specimen — the powder had a distinct glistening metallic appearance and 
passed off with each evacuation during the day, as the nurse informed 
me, and she had nine movements. On a close interrogation she denies 
having taken any medicine or eating anything like pencils, charcoal, etc.) 
but states, as also her mother affirms, that four years ago she took some 
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preparation of iron which was continued some five or six weeks, and that 
she has been subject to occasional **ill tarns" — nausea and vomiting ever 
since. An emetic has usually relieved her. During these **ill turns" she 
has refered the pain to the left hypochondriac region. She was doing 
well until yesterday morning when I was called to treat her for dysen* 
tery. 

Now the question is : is it probable that the iron which she took 
four years ago has y^emained in the system until this time ? I have a 
few grains of the sediment on a filter which I shall test soon, but I have 
no doubt from its appearance that it is iron. 



$tt. Il.-ltmarlts 011 ^txnitm WxtiDit. 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir : — Having never seen anything in your Lancet in relation to 
the above valuable medicinal agent, I thought it not amiss to make a few 
remarks on the Modus Operandi of Veratrum Viride, recently introduced 
into general notice by Dr. W. C. Norwood, of South Carolina, and which 
is rapidly becoming one of the most popular remedies throughout this 
section of country. This perennial plant is a native of the United States, 
it is sometimes called American Hellebore, and is accurately described in 
the U. S. Dispensary. It difiers materially from the other species of Hel- 
lebore in its action on the animal economy, particularly in its decided ef- 
fect in controlling the circulation ; it being generally admitted by practi- 
tioners in this region who have employed it, to be the great desideratum, 
and superior to any other agent as an arterial sedative hitherto introduced 
into general practice. I have used it extensively in Pneumonia, and find 
it far superior to Tartar Emetic, both in controlling the circulation and in 
its general effects upon the system in producing diaphoresis, and of^en 
inducing an early resolution of the inflammation. 

In Remittent and Typhoid fevers it has been successful in ray hands 
after the abortive Quinine treatment had failed to reduce the circula- 
tion. 

I do not hesitate to assert, from personal experience, that veratrum 
viride will in nine cases out often, effectually control the circulation and 
reduce it to any degree of frequency desired by the practitioner. 

Whatever may be the advantages in subduing the action of the heart 
and arteries in inflammations, and lesions of the nervous system generally 
this wiseacres are to decide, but presume it is conceded by the ablest 
writers that the great danger in acute diseases are local lesions and dis- 
organization of vital organs. If this be admitted, we have in this agent 
a remedy superior to any other in preventing the fatal tendency of sthen- 
ic diseases. 

It should not be administered without caution on the part of the prac- 
titioner, as it is sometimes followed by dangerous symptoms, such 
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retching, collapse and feeble intermitting pulse. We have never witness- 
ed them but in one instance. The patient, an infant, bad taken an ounce 
dose but was promptly relieved by stimulants. We regard it a safe rem- 
edy in the hands of a judicious practitioner, and much more tolerable to 
the stomach than Tart. Emetic and other nauseating remedies. The for- 
mula of Dr. Norwood is : 

R. Veratum Viride Jivi; 
Alcohol, ^xxxij. 
This makes a saturated tincture, the dose of which is eight drops every 
three hours. The first or second dose sometimes has a decided efiect on 
the circulation, but it is often necessary to continue it for dx or ten hours 
before the desired effect is attained. 

We use only the Tincture prepared by Norwood, as we have found that 
procured from the druggists uncertain in its effects. 
Yours, etj., 

E. D. Cherry, M. D. 
Marion, Alabama, Sept. 1868. 

[A paper, by Dr. H. A. Ramsay, of Thompson, Georgia, on the use of 
the Veratrum Viride was published in the July Number of the Lancet for 
1862, and the opinion of our Georgia friend is far from being as favour- 
able as that expressed by Dr. Cherry. We admit that it is undoubtedly 
a valuable medicine, but two much was promised, and from having seen 
nothing for months in any of our Exchanges in relation to it, we conclude 
that it is quietly settled down with its congeners, and that the discoverer 
mustlook to something else to make a fortune. The manner in which 
it was introduced, bore to close an affinity to qu%ck€. y. Ed. N. A. L> 



^rt. l.-mijat tosj i\t latter m\ fira? 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir: — On the 18th of August I was requested by Dr. S. B. 
Abeenathy to visit with him a^ negro boy, the property of Thomas Whit- 
SON. The boy was 14 years old, well grown, and bad been quite healthy 
all his life; his head was over the medium size, tolerably high and broad 
forehead, with a large and well developed occipital t-region. 

I learned that on the 16th he complained all day of a severe pain in his 
nose which was increased when he stooped down ; that night he had 
some fever and occasionally talked in his sleep. The following morning 
he exhibited signs of delirium, but when questioned, as to what ailed 
him, he answered correctly and said his nose and his jaws pained him ; 
he had a slight fever and no appetite. His owner gave him a dose of 
Cook's pills that morning which operated once in the evening ; as the day 
wore away his fever and delirium increased so that early in the night 
he was perfectly deranged, with a burning hot skin particularly his head, 
and the feet and hands cold. He remained in this condition until one 
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or two o'clock in the morning when a runner was sent after me. Not 
being home Dr. Abernathy visited the boy and found him complete- 
ly deranged ; restless, rolling from side to side ; pulse quick, 130 to the 
minute without much volume and pretty easily compressed ; great heat 
of the bead; feet and legs, hands and arms cold; a thick brown dry 
coat on the tongue; there was a frequent disposition to chew as though 
he were eating, and the frequent twitching of the muscles about the face, 
neck and chest, together with a drawing up of the hands and arms and 
their frequent cramping. evinced no little disposition to spasms ; his head , 
was seen several times to draw back four or five inches, at the same time 
his eyelids opened very wide and the balls rolled back. 

The above symptoms induced the Doctor to take some ^vxi of blood; 
warmth was applied to the extremities; mustard sinapisms to the feet 
and legs and along the whole course of the spine; his arms and legs were 
rubbed with warm "No. vi" which was made thick • with cayenne 
pepper, cold water was poured from a height on his head often enough 
to keep it quite cool. The bleeding produced some relaxation, lessened 
the heat of the skin and volume of the pulse without reducing its fre- 
quency — I would here remark that the Doctor bled him in the radial 
vein at that portion of it commonly selected for that purpose ; the colour 
of the blood was very dark and when stopped no change towards arterial 
had taken place. 

When I saw him at 11 a. m., all the symptoms were aggravated ; great 
heat of the head and chest, the heat of the extremities was higher than 
when Dr. Abernathy saw him in the morning; deep coma, low mutter- 
ing delirium, picking at the bed clothes ; pulse 140, small but tolerably 
hard ; complete insensibilty, breathing frequent but not laborious. Upon 
consultation we determined to bleed him until a decided impression was 
made upon the pulse. I corded the left arm and opened the ulnar vein im- 
mediately opposite to the opening made in the radial vein in the morn- 
ing. The stream that flowed was as large as the size of the vein would 
admit and as red as any arterial blood I ever saw; it was evident I had 
not opened an artery, for the stream was even, smooth and continuous. 
I called Dr. AberJiathy's attention to it whar stated the blood drawn in 
the morning was quite dark. As we wished lo make a decided impres- 
sion as speedily as possible I opened the vein precisely in the same place 
from which the blood had been drawn in tbe morning and a large stream 
of dark venous blood gushed forth; here was a phenomenon which I 
never witnessed nor heard of before — scarlet red blood flowing from one 
vein and dark venous from another from the same arm and at the same 
time, now why was it so 7 — I would be truly glad to have your opinion and 
that of the profession as to the why's and wherefore's of this unusual oc- 
currence. I should remark that he was bled while lying on the right side, 
jhat he remained in that position until the blood ceased flowing, and in 
about half a minute after the blood commenced running from the radial it 
ceased in the ulnar vein. We let the blood run until about §xxx were taken 
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when there was complete relaxation ; the heat was greatly diminish- 
ed ; the palse became very weak, though not any less frequent; a general 
sweat broke out; his breathing was slower, but there was no returm of 
intelligence, and he was still comatose. We then cupped him in the tem- 
ples 5iXi shaved the top of his head, applied a large blister plaster 6 by 
4 and another 8 by 6 to the back of bis neck. He always attempted to 
swallow when any liquid wi\s put in his mouth, though the powers of 
deglutition were considerably impaired. We left him a little spirit of 
Lavender and Nitre to be given in teaspoonful doses every half hour 
until reaction took place, and left to visit another patient in the neigh- 
borhood. Oil our return, in three hours, we found the patient evidently 
worse though reaction was fully established ; his pulse had more volume, 
but was so fast we could not count it, breathing hurried and more la- 
bourious; and skin hot as ever. We left him equal parts of Norwood's 
tincture of Veratrum' Viride and spirits of Nitre with directions to take 20 
drops every hour until he vomited or his pulse became slow. A short 
time after taking the second dose he vomited, and they stopped giving 
the medicine, it made no impression whatever on his pulse; he contin- 
ued to get worse and died just after dark. I would remark that this boy 
was well grown, had never been bled nor taken any medicine in his life, he 
had been working all summer in the cotton field, he was not pushed and 
had been well fed and clothed. Two or three weeks befoie his death it 
had been very warm. 

I would farther remark that the blister plasters had drawn well three 
hours from the time they were applied. Now what was the matter with 
him? 

Very truly yours, 

E.G. Has&is, M. D. 
Fayette Oourt House, Alabama, Sept. 1853. 

Bt Alexander Barclay, M. D., of Newburoh, New York. 

On the 20th of September 1861, I was summoned in haste to visit 
Bridoet Kelly, aged 28 years, in consultation with Dr. P., of Newburgh, 
who informed me that she had been in Labour from Saturday to Thurs- 
day with her first child, and had sufiered severely, for the last forty- 
eight hours from strong expu sive pains which had not produced the 
slightest progress in the delivery for twelve hours past, and she was now 
quite exhausted from protracted labour. 

On making a vaginal examination I ascertained that the head of the 
fcBtus — much swollen and the ibones overlapping — had passed into the 
cavity of the pelvis, where it was so firmly impacted that expulsion 
could never be accomplished by the natural efforts. The vagina was 
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swollen and tender, and the didcharge somewhat fetid. Movements of 
the child not felt for many hours ; foetal heart not heard ; and the symp- 
toms were so urgent as to render immediate delivery by perforation ne- 
cessary. I at once opened the head, and the force required to extract, 
was so strong that the bones of the cranium were all torn away with the 
crotchet before extraction could be accomplished. An arm was next 
drawn down, and the thorax torn open and all the viscera removed. 
So great was the force, and the length of time required that I was almost' 
exhausted before the delivery was completed. 

On the 80th of September the patient was walking about and perfectly 
well. On the 29th of May 1858, Bridget presented herself at my office 
for advice, stadng that she had been in bad health for some time past? 
and that she had not had her courses for eighteen months. I enquired 
of her if she had menstruated since her confinement. She replied in the 
negative. "Have you taken any medicine to bring on your courses?" ''I 
have taken any quantity but without producing any effect, although forc- 
ing pains about my womb were occasionally present." Upon further in- 
terrogation she m ade the following statement : about three weeks after 
my confinement, from exposure I caught cold, and immediately after, 
I was seized with violent pains in the region of the womb for which I 
\|ras treated by my attending Physician until I recovered. My abdomen 
continued to enlarge from then undl the present, and I surely thought 
that I was pregnant, and expected to be confined for six months past* 
and my reason for applying to you is to know what the result will be. I 
told her it would be necessary to institute a vaginal examination, she con- 
sented ; and I found the uterus enlarged to the extent of the natural term 
of gestation, but could not trace out the Os TincsB, and found a small cen- 
tral depression. No pulsation of the foetal heart heard. I was now satis- 
fied in my own mind that the uterine infiammadon was the sole cause of 
her suppression, and immediately communicated the same to her, stadng 
that it would be necessary to perform an operation to remove the obstruc- 
tion, she consented. And on the following day at her residence I per- 
formed the operadon with the Trochar and canula, taking my index fin- 
ger as a guide, introducing the instrument to the central and lower por- 
tion of the cervix and carrying the trochar upwards parallel to the long 
axis of the uterus, penetrating the lower portion of the organ without the 
slightest difficulty in the same manner recommended by Prof. Bedford 
in his valuable Clinical Lecture published in the April No. of Nelson's 
American Lancet, 1868. As soon as the Trochar was withdrawn a dis- 
charge Of grumous blood of the consistence of molasses issued from the 
canula, amounting to two quarts, which no doubt, had been accumula- 
ting within the cavity of the womb for eighteen months previous. The 
introduction of a sound into the os Tincse, was made use of for some days 
so that it might be kept open. It is now twelve weeks since the opera- 
tion, and she has menstruated regularly, and is now in the enjoyment of 
perfect good health. 
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By Ariel Uunton, M. D., of Htdepask, Veshont. 

On Friday, the 2nd of Septeinper, a child of I. Vincent, of Morristown, 
aged 6 years, while climbing on the body of a cart, which was resting 
against a barn, pulled itoveron her, and one of the side posts, projecting 
about one and a half inch through the bed- piece, struc k her on the head 
near the junction of the parietal and temporal bones with the occipital, 
fracturing and depressing the bones nearly two inches. I was called on 
Sunday morning the 4th to see the child, and with the assistance of Drs. 
J. Tinker and H. Powers performed the operation of trephining, remov- 
ing four portions of bone, and elevating two. There escaped (as we all 
judged) one gill of brain ; the first incision through the integnments al- 
lowed the escape of portions of the cerebral substance. Notwithstand- 
ing the extent of injury, the child appeared conscious; chloroform was 
administered, and af^er being brought under the influence of the antes- 
thetic she did not pay the least attention to the operation. No untoward 
symptoms occurred for several days, the wound discharged well, and 
took on a healthy appearance. 

The child died on Sunday next the 11th, eight days after the operation, 
and ten from the date of the injury. This is the first instance in this vi- 
cinity of a patient being placed under the full operation of chloroform, 
and the efifect was very satisfactory to all interested. But should a latal 
termination take place, the Faculty would have the credit of killing the 
patient ; and the reports of such accidents have prevented many from 
employing this anaesthetic. 






By Charles L. Anderson, M. D. op St., Anthony Falls, Minnesota. 

In 1861, whilst practicing near Indianapolis, Indiana, I had a singu- 
lar case of Chorea. The patient was a small woman, of delicate habits^ 
18 years of age, and newly married. When I first saw her she was about 
eight months advanced in pregnancy. This was on th6 19th of June. 
For nearly a week before I saw her, occasional twitching of the mus- 
cles of the left side was noticed, and I was informed that once during her 
childhood, at the age of five, she had suffered slightly with the same dis- 
ease. 

I found the spasmodic movements of quite a distressing character. 
In the first place I bled her and gave her Ipecac, and Opium. This treat- 
ment had a good effect, at least for a short time. The violence now. 
abated, but a constant jerking of the arm and leg of the left side-^-except 
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when sleeping — continued. I resorted to tonics combined with opiarn, 
Sulp. Zinci Ferri, Quinine, etc., but each in turn failed in the way of 
relieving the Chorea. The opium produced costiveness, and at times 
a kind of suffocation. The Quinine produced, when given freely, appar- 
ent parturient pains. • So the case progressed with but little impr ove- 
ment until about the first of July. I then left off using ail medicine ex- 
cept an occasional Pil. Assaf. The chorea gradually diminished in vio- 
lence, and she gained strength. 

July 9th. I was called in the night to see her, as they supposed labour 
had commenced. Pains were regular, and other evidences of approach- 
ing parturition were apparent. Chorea increased — breathing suffocative 
— resorted to Camphor and Assafcetida which gave relief. Towards 
morning the pains ceased entirely, and I left under the impression that 
in a short time I should be called back. But I was mistaken ; she con- 
tinued for three weeks with but little change. Occasionally slight pains 
of returning labor were felt : yet all this time, notwithstanding the chorea 
continued as before, she ate heartily, grew fat, and gained strength. 
She took little or no medicine. 

July 80th. Called again in the a fterno'on. Labour came on naturally 
— foetus descended slowly — chorea increased somewhat ; cramps ol the 
feet were severe. Proved to be a breech p resentation. The child was born 
after a severelabour of six hours ; but in spite of my efforts the head 
was retained in the pelvis long enough to cause its death. Otherwise 
the labour closed well enough. When I left I gave her 20 drops of Tinct. 
Opii and enjoined rest in the strictest manner. 

August 14th. Chorea entirely ceased. Began to diminish immediate- 
ly after parturition. At this time she was able to be up and attend to 
her usual occupations. A year after, and there had been no return of 
the chorea. 

I relate this case for the reason that such cases are very rare. Dr. 
Mears, of Indianapolis, my esteemed preceptor, informed me that his 

partner, Dr. Richmond, once had a similar case, which he cured with 
minute doses of Ergot; administered, I presume, on the principle of 
**Similia similibus curantur. " This remedy would at least be worthy 
of a trial, because of its known action upon the uterus. The case I have 
related was caused undoubtedly by uterine irritation \ there being a pre- 
disposing cause in the patient, from the fact of her having been attacked 
once before. Her age most likely had considerably to do in favouring 
the disease — ^being married so young, and possessing but a slight frame 
in connection with a pietty well developed nervous system. 

It is somewhat strange that pregnancy is not a more frequent cause 
of chorea. No organ of the body possesses a more abundant, and yet 
more delicate supply of nerves than the uterus, and at the same time it 
is the cause of nearly nine-tenths of the diseases incident to women. And 
yet, as I liave said, such cases as the above are exceedingly rare. 

Some physiologists have assigned a distinct seat to this disease — the cor- 
pora quadrigemina, the cerebellum, cerebro-spinal axis, etc. ; but the 
true Pyhsiology is, 1 think, that its seat may be in any part of tlie sys- 
tem. An irritation in the brain, in the spinal marrow, or in the distant 
extremities of the nerves may alike produce chorea. 
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Under the Editorship of t)r. Wolfred Nelson, of Montreali C. E. 

A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children. By J. Forsyth Meios, 
M. D., Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine in the Philadelphia Med- 
ical Association, etc. Second Edition; revised and enlarged. Phila- 
delphia : Lindsay k Blakiston, 1853. pp. 711. From the Publishers 
by Express. 

We experience great satisfaction in drawing the attention of the Pro- 
fession to the second edition of Meigs' Practical Treatise, as, in our esti- 
mation, it must rank high among the many works we already possess, on 
Infantile Diseases. Dr. M. is manifestly a man of great observation and 
much reading, and having enjoyed many opportunities for studying the 
disorders of infancy and youth, has dwelt upon them as a philosopher, 
and one endowed with a most kindly and humane disposition. He tells 
us,in his preface, that : *^he has, in narrating what he has himself ob- 
served, endeavored to do this with the greatest possible accuracy ; and 
where the subject has concerned one susceptible of nttmerica/ demonstra- 
tiofif he has jfl most instances, emx)Ioyed that method of statement, in or- 
der to enable the Reader to draw his own conclusions. Wimtever may 
be the advantages or disadvantages of the numerical method in medicine, 
it must certainly give much greater accuracy and precision to medical 
observation than the method usually followed by the older writers, who 
merely stated their own generalizations (often, no doubt, loosely and 
carelessly drawn,) instead of giving to the Reader the facts upon which 
those generalizations were founded, and thus allowing him to judge for 
himself of their probable truth and correctness." (The italics are ours.) 
The introductory Essay te*^ms with the most valuable remarks, and 
points out emphatically the proper method of instituting "the Clinical 
examination of children," the difficulties attending which he not only 
graphically describes, bat also the means for successfully overcoming | 
them. He observes that " the Physician should be gifted with a large 
share of patience, and philosophic calmness," if he would arrive at a cor- 
rect knowledge of the disorder of the little sufferers. The "essay," in it- 
self, contains information of a value far higher than the sum asked for 
the whole volume. 

Many an old Practitioner will, doubtless, blush at the remembrance of 
the empirical manner in which he has investigated and treated such sub- 
jects, after perusing these important pages. It is far too much the cus- 
tom, after a very cursory examination ofipa child — though it may havB 
been sick for weeks — to attribute the disturbance to * 'teething," the 
Physician's escape-goat for all difficulties in these cases. In accordance I 

NO, ZLIII. W. S. — VOL. VIII. — NO. I. 6 



^BBwa) 



'^-^&6im 




42 NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET. [OCT. 

with this opinion the gams are cut and scored and the needful has been 
done ! The origo mali is next sought for perchance in the stomach 
and bowels, as if children were not as liable, and even more so, to all 
the "ills that flesh is heir to" as other subjects, and man in general. Dr> 
Meios, however, has read a lesson to the Profession, which, it is humane- 
ly hoped will have due weight. The writer hesitates not to vouch for the 
correctness of all the principles and details laid down in the Introductory. 

Whilst we are disposed to accord the highest meed of praise to Dr. M. 
for the very able and useful work which he has presented to the Profes- 
sion, and most cheerfully acknowledge the soundness of his views both 
on the pathology and treatment of the diseases he has devoted his atten- 
tion to, yet, we must confe9S our regret that he should, as it were Inad- 
vertently, have adopted a classification which leads to far too many dis- 
tinctions — in most instances not entirely well founded, and certainly not 
in our estimation, called for, at least so far as treatment is concerned, for 
instance : 

Of Coryza, Dr. M. would make, in our opinion, two distinct diseases, 
and of these various types, one simple and mild, and the severe form; 
the latter including purulent and pseudo-membranous coryza. This di- 
vision we deem unfortunate, for whilst waiting the developement of the 
pseudo-membrgnous affection, we may, when too late^ have to deal with 
a case of regular laryngitis. He says that it **occurs frequently as a dis- 
tinct disorder, but still more frequently in connection with laryngitis, bron- 
chitis, pneumonia, measles, scarlet-fever, etc.*' The simple truth is, that 
coryza, properly so called, is a raere.*'cold in the head" a catarrh, and 
generally confined to the nasal membrane, requiring only to have the parts 
smeared over with olive oil. But the other affections are of great mo- 
ment and call loudly for instant and efficient action. The Coryza in these 
cases is but an evidence that the whole mucous membranes and passag* 
es are more or less implicated, from the tip of the nose to the most min- 
ute ramifications of the bronchii ; the morbid state, however, being li- 
able to fix more firmly on one isolated part than on another. If the in- 
flammation is but superfioial and involving chiefly the pharyngeal mem- 
brane we have merely the ordinary catarrh ; if still confined to the fauces 
but of a more intense character local angina is developed ; the trachea 
being involved gives us croup, and pursuing our way to the lungs, pneu- 
monia is found to exist, yet no one would ever dream of calling these 
cases coryza. 

There is, however, one consolation attending this multiform class of 
diseases, that the basis of the treatment is the same in all, — ^modified ac- 
cording to the most prominent symptoms, keeping in view the more es- 
pecial locality of the inflammation. The invasion of the severest form 
of any of these disorders is ushered in by "the snuffles" and if, at the 
time there be any prevailing afrection of the ait-passages, the slightest 
attack is of snfiScient importance to demand professional attendance. 
The treatment recommended by Dr. M. for the simplest of these infiam 
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tnations isveiy jadicious. His prophylactic and hygienic treatment is 
based on the most correct principles, ns is also the treatment to be pursa- 
ed when the complaint assumes its most violent form, by whatever as- 
pect it may be characterized. '*No treatment is likely to succeed unless 
it be applied early in the case, and by this I mean in the course of the 
first or at least second day. "This advice should never be lost sight of. Dr. 
M. in his Introductory Essay most truly states ihat to be able to form a 
correct estimate of the condition of the patient thtf Physician should see 
the child when '^asleep" for, however, sound and sweet the slumber ap- 
parently is, yet the attentive Practitioner will, by che increase in the ra- 
pidity of the respiration and the slight fiush of the cheek, etc., be at once 
warned that under even these, to ordinary observers, unsuspicious appear- 
ances, mischief is lurking. The child must instantly be awakened, and 
an active course of treatment instituted ; else, if it be allowed to sleep on 
until wakened by the difficulty experienced in breathing — although this 
would, apparently, constitute an early stage --yet it may be too late for 
the use of effectual medication. Let the mother but be made aware of 
this circumstance, and as Dr. M. has correctly stated, ^'guided by mater- 
nal instinct,*' she will descry danger where an ordinary nurse would see 
comfort and safety. 

As a last resource (in aggravated cases of laryngeal inflammation) Dr. 
M. advises Tracheotomy : '^For my own part, I am clearly convinced, 
from what I have seen of the operation, from my reflections upon the na- 
ture of the disease and operation, o^d from the results obtained by the 
French Physicians and Surgeons, that the operation is, to say the least, 
entirely jnstifyable, if not peremptorily indicated, under certain condi- 
tions of croup." In these sentiments we most cordially concur, and thanks 
to the justly celebrated Marshall Hall, this operation is now divested 
of much of its horror and danger. He has invented an ingenious instru- 
ment for its performance, which has lately been greatly simplified in Eng- 
land, so much so that, with ordinary caution and judgement, this oper- 
ation can be accomplished with great expedition and entire safety. 

Every other topic in this interesting volume is treated in the same able 
and scientific manner. Whilst every Practitioner, -perhaps, cherishes a 
favorite hobby, and too oAen also, a panacea, in neither of which will he 
often find followers, we are free to admit, and do so most emphatically, 
that the really practical man will find' more correct information as to the 
nature of the complaints of children and the most proper method of deal- 
ing with them in this extensive Treatise than in any other similar work 
it has been our fortune to peruse. It is an excellent compilation and in- 
spersed with many valuable and original remarks, the fruit of deep ob- 
servation. The new beginner in thedifficult career of Physio will here 
find an almost inexhaustible fund t}f correct knowledge, and we would 
advise him, for his own sake and satisfaction, as well as on account of 
the sacred obligations. imposed upon him as a Medical man to render 
himself worthy of the confidence reposed in him by fond parents who 
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may apply to bim for succor for their little ones, to study this excellent 
volume, and to turn the immense amount of information it contains to the 
good of his patient?, the honor of his profession, and for his own analloyed 
satisfaction. Nor would we exonerate the veteran of scores of years from 
the task of making himself familiar with this work. For we bold that 
the medical Practitioner should ever be a student, and this as the surest 
way to secure public confidence, and what is infinitely more precious, t^ 
ensure his own individi^al happiness, — happiness which it is impossible 
that the mereroutinist can ever enjoy. If a wise man, the. Physician must 
know that there can be no end to his studies ; and if a good man be will 
ever seek for knowledge, and thus honestly and conicientiously fulfill the 
solemn obligations imposed upon him as a man, and, it may be said, as a 
meinber of every family of which he is the medical attendant. 



The Maternal Management of Children in Health and Disease. By Thom- 
as Bull, M. D., M. R. 0. P., author of **Hints to Mothers" for the Man- 
agement of there Health during Pregnancy and the Lying-in room. 
Second Edition. Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston, 1863. pp. 280. 
Frgm the Publishers by Express. 

Whilst we are by no means friendly to popular Treatises on Medicine, 
from the very many evils which result from unqualified persons assuming 
the functions of Physcians, yet we must freely admit that thjo present 
work is the most unexceptionable we have yet met with. 

It is filled with sound advice, and if the injunctions presented are fol- 
lowed out, much good and happiness must result to society. It is a fearful 
truth that the loss of human life is immeasurably greater in infancy than 
during the other phases of existence. The author most fitly remarks, at 
page 19, that ^'the various returns of the causes of death which have 
been compiled from time to time, not only in England, but in various 
parts of th^ continent of Europe, most unequivocally show that infant 
existence is mostly cut short by a want of the necessities of life and of 
rational procedure, than by causes that cannot be avoided." This dread- 
ful loss of life is mainly to be attributed to improper domestic treatment, and 
other causes, such as unhealthy, filthy, and damp localities, besides the 
powerful auxiliaries of idleness and vice, and especially the all-pervad- 
ing propensity to drunkenness, in England particularly. 

The suggestions to mothers are, throughout, of the most valuable kind, 
and cannot fail to exercise a beneficial influence. The following im- 
portant remarks should never be lost sight of. "In reference to teething 
and those complaints of infant life to which all are more or less subject, 
it is important that the mother should distinctly understand that the 
adoption, from the first, of a mode of management in accordance with the 
nature and wants of the infant constitution, is by far the the most effec- 
tual way to diminish this danger." 

The first chapter on Nursing, opens with this important observa- 
tion: **It may be called a fixed law of Nature that a healthy woman 
should suckle her offspring. There are exceptions, but as a general 
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rnle it holds good, and like all other laws of nature, it cannot be 
broken with impunity." • • ♦ ♦ '*lt is very clear that there is no nourish- ! 
ment so well suited to the constitution of the individual child as its own 
mother's milk." We cannot, however, entirely agree in the idea "that 
there are some women who ought never to undertake the office of suckling/' 
because, however, pernicious, if we can admit the maternal fount ever so 
to be, still, by a suitable diet and proper medication, it can be made not 
only highly nutritious, but medicinal. For it is difficult to understand 
that the natural secretion of the parent can be more prejudicial than 
the blood with which the embryo was developed and sustained. Indeed, 
through the mother's milk impressions may be conveyed to the infant 
which it would be impossible to impart by any other means so naturally 
and successfully, and whilst undergoing a course of treatment demand- 
ed by her own health, the most beneficial mode is adopted for the re- 
moval from the child of any noxious influences it may have derived in 
utero. 

The further remarks on nursing are very judicious. '^Night nursing^ 
is strongly disapproved of, and the directions given for its avoidance are 
pertinent. Several examples are cited of the powerfu 1 influence of Fear 
deteriorating, na]i| poisoning as it were, the milk ; causing immediate 
and violent convulsions, and in one case, almost instant death. Parents 
should be made awaje of the dangerous effects of sudden mental excite- 
ment on the mother, for in every case, more or less, bad results issue. 
The section on weaning is worthy of note. 

The remarks on milk, as the diet of infants^ are just and well deserv- 
ing of notice. *^Milk much diluted in the early weeks, and less and less 
so as they advance, accomodating the strength of the aliment to the in- 
creasing digestive powers of the infant, forms the best artificial diet that 
can be given dll two or three teeth are cut." The author correctly ob- 
serves that "one of the greatest errors of nursing is the too frequent and 
indiscriminate exhibition of purgative medicine." The remarks on cal- 
omel are exceedingly to the point ; *Mt cannot be • too generally known 
that the effect of this medicine upon the evacuations is always to make 
them appear unnatural." And yet is too uncommon even among medi- 
cal practitioners to hear them say "more calomel must be given, the stools 
are so unnatural," and thus scores of poor little creatures are calomelized 
out of the. world. This potent drug should be administered to children 
■ with the utmost caution. Let physicians and child-doctrtsses ponder over 
these judicious words : '*In the diseases of childhood calomel is often ad- 
ministered "by the mother or nurse with a degree of careless excess which 
ultimately if not, immediately, produces severe and irremediable 
injury." 

The Section on Opiates is replete with sound doctrine. This startling 

assertion is but too well founded : "It is calculated that t^ree-fourths of 

all the deaths, thdt take place from opium, occurs in children under 

Afc years of age." Warm Baths, to which Doctors and Nurses resort as 
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a never-failing appliance, are stated to be by no means so generally safe 
and serviceable as is supposed. Next to Calomel and Opiam the warm 
bath is the most ii.discriminately abased in the disorders of children. It 
is traly said by our author : "Generally speaking, it is extremely bene- 
ficial, but it is sometimes no less prejudicial when applied without due 
examination of the peculiarities of individual eases.*' 

Dr. Bull does not advocate the practice, much too common, of scarify- 
ing and cutting the gi^s of children on all occasions. He correctly says 
that they should be divided only when swollen, tender and painful. In 
such case a free incision is of much use, whereas to attribute, as is gen- 
erally done, all the complaints of children to the teeth leads to cruel and 
mischievous results, and detracts attention from the real cause of the 
complaint. 

The Author observes with much propriety : "I have endeavored to , 
teach the mother that her especial province is the prevention of disease, ^ 
not its cure." At page 228, we have this most important remark — one 
that should sink deep into the minds of parents and nurses : "Whenever 
a child becomes suddenly indisposed, with or without any apparent cause, 
there ought to be no temporizing with symptoms in the hope that nursery 
medicines will give relief, and that before evening, or is the morning the 
invalid will be better ; much valuable time is thus frequently lost, and 
the delay in sending for the medical attendant is occasionally fatal to the 
child." 

The Chapter entitled "Hints for the Mother^s early detection of disease 
^ the Child," is replete with the most valuable information. No intelli- 
• geftit woman will be at a loss to know when to send for the Physician if 
sbdtreasures up the advice here imparted, and has not too exalted an 
idea of lier attainment, from the precious little she knows ! 

■The Section on Croup is particularly interesting and valuable. We 
should have preferred, however, that instead of the Tartrate of Antimony 
the free use of that invaluable medicine — ipecacuanha had been recom- 
mended ; for while it is exceedingly potent in arresting inflammation and 
spasmodic action* and thus preventing the development of the more urg- 
ent and dangerous symptoms of Croup, it prostrates the child only for the 
moment. Not so with the Antimony, whose effects on the lining memb- 
rane of the stomach and bowels are often violent and not easily subdued. 
On some future occasion we niay express our views more fully on this ar- 
ticle, than which, in our estimation, the Materia Medica contains not one 
so really useful not only in the complaints of Children, but in those of the 
parturient woman. ' * 

To express our approbation of all we have met with in this truly useful 
book would be to extend our remarUs far beyond all reasonable lengths. 
We must, therefore, conclude with one general acknowledgement of our 
entire approbation of a work which should be in every iamily, and which 
while it does not, and wisely too, profess to make Doctors of every body, 
would lead mothers, especially, to know how to treat their children 
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ordinary occasions and when they should apply for Professional aid. — 
Although intended as a popular work, it is well deserving of being placed 
by the side of the more elaborate and soientifio Treatise of Dr. Meios of 
which we have in the previous article freely expressed onr views. 



The Physician's Visiting List, Diary, and Book of Engagements, for 1864. 

Philadelphia : Lindsay * Blakiston, 25 South Sixth Street, above Ches- 

nut 

This is one of neatest, most convenient and best calculated pocket 
companions we know of. In it the physician can store the business of 
one whole year, and yet have it always at hand ; it contains an alman- 
ac, lists for patients for every day in the year, memoranda of obstetric - 
al and vaccina^ng engagements, of things wanted and lent, addresses 
of patients, accounts asked for — indeed there is nothing that one wishes 
but he will find in this little book. We are certain of the thanks of those 
of our Readers who may be induced by our recommendation to send 
their orders to Lindsay * Blakiston. For prices and sizes we refer them 
to onr ndvertising Department. — H. 



Publicationg RaoeiTed. 
From S. S. * W. Wood, 261 Pearl Street New York : 

A Manual of Obstetrics. By Thomas F. Cock, M. D., Physician to the. 
New York Lying-in Asylum, Physician to Believue Hospital, etc. 1858. . 
12mo. pp. 250. 

The Prescriber's Pharmacoposia : containing all the medicines in the 
Loudon Pharmacopoeia, arranged in classes according to their action, 
with the Composition and Doses. By a Practicing Physician. Altered 
to correspond with the United States Dispensatory; revised with addi- 
tions. Third American from the Fourth London Edition. By Thomas 
F. CocK,M.D. 1858. pp. 178. 
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TKUTH WITBOUT FEAR. 



PLATTSBURGH, (New Yoek;) OCTOBER, 1868. 

Wb are gratified to hear of the prosperity of this School of Medicine ;^- 
aud our Readers, no doubt, will be pleased to learn that there is already 
the promise of a very large class of Students. The Winter Session com- 
mences on the 17th of this month, and will open under very flattering 
auspices. 

It may surprise some persons, who do not know the man, but to us it is 
no surprise at all, that David Meredith Reese, M. D., L.L. D., etc., the 
editor of a scurrilous print called the '^Medical Gazette/' announces in 
the October number of his journal, broadly and unequivocally, that Dr. 
MoTT will deliver no more lectures in the University of New York — and 
that Dr. Vanburen, the able Professor of Anatomy who '^lectured last win- 
ter only on the bones and a few muscles will have to be his own Demon- 
strator the ensuing session." Will any one not familiar with the career of 
''Brother David," believe that living only a stpne's throw from the Univer- 
sity building, cognoizantas he is of the fact that on every Tuesday Dr. 
MoTT holds a Surgical Glinique, and on every Thursday and Friday 
throughout the Session, delivers a lecture on Surgery in the University, 
would stoop so low as to publish what he knows to be a deliberate and 
wanton falsehood ? and yet this "man of God" has done so. There is not 
a man, woman or child in the City of New York, who does not know the 
full measure of the lie he has uttered. So much for Dr. Mott's separation 
from the University. 

Now a word as to Dr. VanBuren, who is one of the most thorough 
Teachers of Anatomy on the American Continent, a man who devotes his 
time and talents with a zeal worthy of all praise to the arduous duties of 
his chair, and who is deservedly popular for the reason that he discharges 
his duty not by lecturing "on the bones and a few muscles," but gives a 
most thorough course of instruction both on Descriptive and General An- 
atomy. One word as to being **his own Demonstrator." When the 
L. L. D. wrote the article to which we allude he not only knew that Dr. 
MoTT had not left the University, that Dr. VanBxtren was a most efficient 
Teacher of his Department, but he also knew (for it had been published 
in New York, and every Physician was aware of the fact) that Dr. C. E 
Isaacs, the former accomplished Demonstrator of Anatomy in the College 
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pfPhysicians and Surgeons, had been elected Demonstrator of' Anatomy, 
in the University of New York, as successor to Dr. Darlino, who resigned 
his situation — which he had so long filled with ability — simply because 
he desired to change the arduous duties of the Dissecting Room for a post 
on Statea Island, connected with the Hospital. - , 

We should not allude to the infamous author of these falsehoods who, 
where he is known, is rightly appreciated j were it not that the wanton lie 
he'has uttered just at the time the medical classes of the Country are con- 
vening, might possibly (as it is intended to do) mislead some who do not 
know that David Meredith Reese, M. D., L. L. D. whose office is on the 
west side of Broadway a few doors south of 14f/i sti'eetj was formerly a 
Preacher in the Methodist church in the City of Baltimore, which Church 
and City he was compelled to leave for certain mistakes, and other name- 
less transgressions. This *'same David" became a Preacher in New York 
but tho respectable Methodist Congregation of that metropolis will bear 
witness that however eloquent in the pulpit, he was not "altogether 
right" out of it. He is no longer a Preacher anywhere — but is now the 
daily originator of falsehood, and author of other minor offences. We 
had resolved never again to desecrate our columns by alluding to this man; 
but a sincere respect for our Alma Mater, and the recollection of kindness 
received from its Faculty, will never permit us to be silent, when her fair 
name is toirched. 
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The following is so much to the point that we take the liberty of pre- 
senting it to our Readers, merely suggesting that the good advice therein 
given may be followed by all our Patrons. We take this occasion to thank 
very cordially our Friend, Dr. Wolff, for his kind and successful exer- 
tions in favour of the Lancet, only wishing that there may be a few 
more of the "same sort" on our list : 

"Bluff Rabun, Laurens, S. C, Oct. 1, 1858. 
Db.' Nelson. 

Dear Doctor: — I am in receipt of the September issue of your Lancet, 
and find it as usual a ^'budget of good news." I send you the name of 
another friend, together with the **one thing needful" which is always 
acceptable in thy sight; and the good things thou sendest us are always 
to be treasured up in our memories against the day of trial; and verily 
the Physician meets with many such a day, 

"Shall the next Volume of the Lancet be entirely Original ?" I cannot 
say. But with such a brilliant host of leSirned and experienced contri- 
butors as you have, surely the Eighth Volume of the Lancet must be en- 
tirely original, if the **editorial" is stretched out a little — a department, 
by the way, which is always of interest. I feel it important that the Med- 

NO. XLIir. N. S. — ^VOL. VIII. — NO. I. 7 I 

_ H>Cg8S 




NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCEt. 




cal Profession should advance in the knowledge of that Science; and I' 
know no better way to promote so desirable an end than t6 spread among 
its mendbeis the true means of information — for without the means the 
end cannot be obtained. We are in an age of progress ; and the practition* 
er mnst ever be behind the dmes who does not keep up with the advance- 
ment of the science of Medicine. Disease is no longer what it formerly 
was, and the old theories and practice of years gone by, wiH not fully 
fill the hndieatioas of t-be new lor ms and complications of dneaseVsi 
met at the present day. ^^,^*^. *- r-T^Hs^ 

Th« selisb man maj^^^f^iQiI^ aiUP f«£l|M)« emoluments, stf ive t(> 
keep his neighbour "RnimioneiHetP^f^ dark, oc^f^h is not a laudable 
disposition. The coQjg of our Profession is t^ ligh and holy to be 
made the instrument of sen||^|pp|'a^iz^k8fl§and sJecuIation. But rath* 
er sliould every newidea and every new fact, lyovfed by experience, be 
thrown to the winds VS^/^OSS^iS^lSe^^^^i^^ of the Earth. Let 
each subscriber to the b<{«^v^R lis ^^^^j^i^ur Practitioner to sub- 
scribe, and let each encourage* lUti WUftleTso that when we meet in con- 
sultation over the couch of the suffering patient i it will be an assemblage 
of Medical men indeed. Then if Medicine be a Science, and its votaries 
onderstand it, there can be no trouble in coming to a just and unanimous 
ooBclusioa, and a rational treatment based thereon — but fools mnst al- 
ways disagree. 

Very truly yours» 

John S. Wolff, M. D." 



We take much pleasure in directing the attention of the Readers of the 
hkocBT to the sheet-catalogue of Messrs. Lindsay * Blakiston, of Phil- 
adelpb^a^ which is to be found in our present Number. This House has 
been for many years established, and has earned a merited fame for the 
numerous valuable additions it has made to Medicul literature, its publica- 
tions being such as to command the unqualified approbation of the Med- 
ieal Press.- 

The plan of appending the price to each work is one we much ap- 
prove ; and from the liberali ty of the Publishers' terms aided by the pos- 
tal accommodations throughout the Country, every Practitioner has it in 
his power to order such books as will keep his library well stocked with 
the latest professional authorities. 
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We have the confidence to hope that the present Number, the first of the 

L Eighth Volume of the Lancet, will be acceptableHo our Friends, and that 9 
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they will in it mark tbe eridences of renewed efforts to render the work 
still more deserving of tbe very liberal patronage extended to it. We are 
jast now having a ''first rate time** of it; we have bat to- wait for our 
mails for scores of letters containing renewals of subscription, accompan- 
ied with the warmest expressions of approbation and 8upport*-of niimeri 
ousnewaccessions to our Jist^and a goodly nnrober of favours from 
Contributors. It is indeed flattering to us, that our efforts are thus . so* 
widely and generously seconded, and the hearty reception we receive at 
the hands of all is an inducement to lenewed energies and increased re* 
sources. 

. We have in the present Number the pleasure of introducing to our 
Readers ntfif new Contributors— -Gentlemen who feel it a part of the duty 
they owe to the Profession to communicate the results of their experiencis. 
itnd pbsarvadon. For the selection of the Lakcet to be the medium of 
publication they will please accept our thanks. . The favours, from Cor- 
respondents come now with such almost positive certainty that in order 
to lay them at once before our Readers, we withold everything from our 
pen — good, bad, middling or indifferent — with the intention of allowing 
them all the space possible. For this reason we have in the present Numbier 
omitted our translation ofRicoRD's Letters on Syphilis; these letters will 
not be continued with the wonted regularity of the two last Volumes. We 
keep them back, and whenever our Contributors* ink fountains ru.n - dry, 
and goose quills no longer ^'grow,'* they will find their place in the Orig- 
inal Department. We deem it a duty we owe our Patrons, to give 
them the preference in all things. It has been hinted to us, as we were 
the parties more immediately benefitted by Contributions, that we should 
not grumble at paying the postage on all papers intended for publica- 
tion. We do not. But this much we will cheerfully do — ^ifitis an in- 
ducement to many who have thus far withheld their favours — write and 
we will pay the postage. 

Our Readers will perceive that we devote some few pages to a Biblio- 
graphical Department, and we know that it will not be the least accept- 
able or important of the Lancet. Our Father, Dr. Wolfbed Nelson, has 
kindly taken upon himself the editorship of this Department. The Dr. 
after an active life in the practical pursuits of the Prolession and yearg 
of study, brings, we must be permitted to say, to tbe discharge of this du- 
ty those qualities so essential to the reviewer — reading, experience,, im- 
partiality, acumen and a practiced pen. More we could say ; but when 
this Volume comes to a close we will be satisfied to abide the verdict it 
may please our Readers to render. 

But we must draw these prefatory remarks to a close, and we do so 
with the warmest thanks to the Patrons of the Lakcet. 
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The name of the above Gentlemen are already familiar to oar Readers 
yet we must remind them that at the establishment — corner of Hester and 
Elizabeth Streets, New York — they will find every article reqmred in 
g'eneral practice. We have, during the past year, ordered several instru- 
Vients from Dempster & Henley, and we should be doing them an injustice 
were we not to express our unqualified approbation of their manufacture. 
The "edge tools" are of a superior quality and high finish ; while a spec- 
ulum for beauty and neatness is fully equal to the best finished French 
instrument. Another inducement — and not theleast — why we recommend 
these Gentlemen to patronage, is the very low price at which they are able 
to dispose of their instruments. 

While on the subject of Surgical Instruments, we direct the Readers' 
attention to the notice on the last page of the advertising form. An op- 
I portunity is here offered for the purchase of a most complete and excel- 
lent box of instruments, and at a very reasonable rate. 
♦» ^%^* ♦■ 

The Illustrated Magazine of Art. Among the many literary pub- 
lications who have favoured us with an exchange there is one to which 
we would especially call the attention of our Readers. It is the Illustrat- 
ed Migazine of Art, published by A. Montoomeby, at 17 Spruce Street, 
New York. Wo have on a former occasion alluded to this richly illus- 
trated and highly interesting Monthly; but the late numbers are so fai 
superior in lifjrary and artistic merit to the first that we cannot forego 
the pleasure of acknowledging the interest with which we impatiently 
await each monthly issue. The letter press is o f a high order of merit, 
and the illustrations embellishing almost every page are unsurpassed for 
finish and effect. The tout ensemble of the Magazine is such that it needs 
but to be seen to be highly appreciated. Single numbers at 25 cents. 

The Popular Educator, This is another of M. Montgomery's popul- 
ar publications, and is sold at 12 1-2 cts. a monthly part. It is devoted to 
Language, Natural History, Mathematics, Fine Arts, Antropology, His- 
j tory, Philosophy, Political Science, Civilization and Miscellany. The 
various Departments are all treated with ability, and the numerous illus- 
trations are well adapted to render the work of peculiar usefulness to all 
classes of Readers. 

Oompound Morphine Powder. An error having occurred in the re- 
cip e for preparing this Powder at page 253 of our last Number, we re- 
print it here correctly ; — R. Cochineal, grs. x; Best refined sugar, 5vi 
and fifty grains — these two ingredients to be well and completely trit- 
turated. Then add Sulphate of Morphine, 5j ; Calomel 5iv. The whole 
to be thoroughly ground together, and to be kept in a glass-stopper vial ;; 
for use. 
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REPORTED FOR NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET, 

By T. a. GREGORY, M. D. 

LECTURE XXXVI. 
Diseases of the Nervous System in Infancy. — Laryngismns Stridalns in 
an Infant 7 months old. — ^Asphyxia ; its meaning ; its causes.— -Mng- 
uetinan infant 10 iliontbs old. — Prolapaon of the mucoua mem* 
brane of the vagina in a married woman aged 27 years, the moth* 
er of three children. — Paitial paraphlegia in a married woman, aged 
82 years, from instrumental delivery. — Chlorosis id a girl 20 years of 
age. 

DlsMsas of tlM ll«xvoic» Oytteti i:i tahnoy. . 

Gentlehbn : — ^The Diseases of the nervous systeai in infancy are of 
such frequent occurrence, and oftentimes so fauZ hk their termination, 
that they merit more than ordinary consideration. You will be % engaged 
in practice but a short time before yon v/ill be called upon to treat this 
character of disease ; and it, therefore, becomes yoa to stidj foithfully 
this interesting chapter of infantile maladies. You have seen- in this 
Glinique a great variety of diseases, sometiffses originating in the- nervous 
centres, and again affecting these centres in a Becondary manner ; and in 
both instances, you have witnessed the diiSerent abnormal phenomena 
conseqaent upon these derangements, ¥rl:etber centric or jccentric, of 
the nervous system. In one case, there will be contulsions, is?; another 
hemiplegia, in another paralysis, in another paraplegia, eie. f c % word* 
these derangements of the nervous system may be considered endless dn 
variety, assuming almost every di^erent phase, and requiring, therefore, 
on the part of the practitioner the most minute attention in order that 
erroneous opinions may be avoidecl-. In my judgement,;the advances of 
physiology, though recognised in almost every department of the; Pro- 
fession, are in no particular more jBtrikiagly illustrated than, in. the light 
they have shed on the nervous diseases of infancy. But cqmpanvtively a. 
few years ago, and how shrouded were these affections in mystery — how 
embarrassing their diagnosis, how false their treatment ! Now, where 
is the mystery, where the embarrassment ? They have yielded to the 
sound progress of Science — they have fallen before the strength of truth. 
If formerly, convulsions and other nervous phenomena were traced ex- 
clusively to disease of the brain, it was because of the imperfect know- 
ledge, which existed at that time respecting the true functions of the 
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oarabral mass, and of the ignorance that prevailed toucliing another de* 
parment of the nervous system, which exercises, if not a specific nt leasf^ 
a controlling isfluence during the early ^iod»- of infandle existence — 
I allude to the 9pinal cord. If I might be. permitted to say so, I. sliould 
denominate the spinal cord the essential nervous centre of the infant*^ 
it is the centre to which the attention of the practitioner should be coo • 
stantly directed in his investigations of the morbid phenomena so fre- 
quently accuriring during the early periods of life ; not that the brain is 
not also worthy of consideration as being oftentimes either directly or in- 
directly involved in many of the disorders of infancy, but I would have 
you look to the i^nna/^x/eifi ast being, in many cases, the only source 
from which you can derive reliable data for the explanation of numer- 
ous derangements of the nervous system. The infant before birth may 
be regarded as enjoying an existence purely vegetadve, the ganglionic 
system, which you know presides over the Amcdoos of organic life, being 
the only portion of the nervous mass called into active display. The re- 
sult of this exclusively organic or vegetadve life is the rapid development 
of the fabrio-^tbis development being the necessary result of healthy and 
uninterrupted nutridon. The instant, however, the child is born — and fre- 
quently before the entire body has escaped from the maternal organs — 
another portion of theiiervous system is put under contribution, and it is 
through its aid alOne that the first physiological act of the aew-born child 
is performed-^it isthe act of respiration, which is accomplished through the 
in^uence of the spinal cord. The first gasp, then, of the infant, is a phy- 
siological movement of the spinal cord, and this is the result of a motor 
impulse excited in the m^uUa oblongata. How beautiful, and yet 
how siii^pie is this first effort of independent life ! The very ac t is a key 
to th^^ series of numerous and interesdng phenomena, both normal and 
abnoripalj wbiic^ are more or less oodstuntly observed during individoa! 
existence. The risspiratory effort is one of reflex origin— that is to say, an 
ip#uence }a e;f.etciaefi on the peripheral extremity of one or more nerves> 
nrhiph is ^)stant}y jtrai^sfpitted to the spinal cord, whence is generated a 
motor inajpulse conveyed from the spinal cord to certain muscles which, 
obedidut tq i^eryoi^s power^ are thrown into contraction. The nerves through 
wliiph th««?o^rii^pulse frQm the spinal cord, resulting in respiration, 
is produefl4i f^r^ tbo (trifacial^ spinal, and pneumogastric. Jt is through 
the latter ner^e M^at respiration u ordinarily carried on after the function 
has once become established ; bijit tl^e first respiratory effort of the new- 
born infant is thma^h the excitorln^ence of the trifacial or fifth pair. 
As soon as the infa^^ is tTtorn, the surroanding air imparto an impression 
lo (he cutaneous braqishes Qf tbi^ nerye-sritj^is impression is carried to the 
pi]84MUa oblongata, ai)4 .9' n^otor in^uepce Immediately conveyed to the 
;nu8»les connected with r^spir^ion-rr-these A^ntract, and the function is 
.e^WMbed. This is the a^Bcepjt^d physiologiic»l explanation of the first 
jfCiSjpirawrf movement ; an4 from this ejitplanat^n you derive a most Ihi- 
I portftWt therapeuucal principM viz: th*t ^he rej»e4y for asphyxia in the 
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new-born infant ift the prompt fttimolation ofthe peiiohe -al extremities of 
the respiratory nerves, so that through the effects of lijisbiimulationon the 
spinal cord a motor impulse ma^f be imparted to the respiratory mnscies 
— this will easnre their contraction, and on this depenc^s the act of res- 
piration. You see, therefore. Gentlemen, ttr:*t rbe first act of indepen- 
dent life in the inrpat'— re^oiitit^oii— is de ivcd ( o n tWe spinal cord, and 
also the first di^cjse of the new-bo<-a ri > ^t :*< ilie rc*<>olt of inaction of the ' 
spinal cord. But let us proceed a step id -iher, and we shall have abun- 
dant evidence that, in the investij^ation of the nervous affections of infan- 
cy, we sbaU l)e in the ooo^iaat coi-nmisi;io.i of Cti-or, if we lose sight of 
that i m po ta o t ne f voos ceo ; re— the spinal system. One of the great facts 
of modei'ii pby-Jolosy — ^a fact which has removed the obscurity, which 
foaii9:-ly esi-ted, find which has led to sound therapeutical applications 
is this— that in all convulsive diseases the spinal cord is more or less 
involved ; or, in other words, that spasmodic affections cannot exist other 
than as the effect of derangement, either organic or functional, of the 
spinal system. What a precious fact, and what a contrast does it insti- 
tute between the physiology of the present and past ! If,' however, we 
have a better physiology now than formerly— or if the laws of this beau- 
tiful S«cieB«e are better understood, it fol(pws as a necessary consequence 
that we must have a sounder and more radonftl therapeutics ; for, to 
the medical man the value of physiological principles is in direct ratio to 
the aid they afford him in the treatment of disease. If, then, it be de- 
roonsts'oted that convulsiire diseases owe their existence to disturbance of 
the spinal system, either directly or indirectly, you wyi cease, in these 
affections, to look to pure disease ofthe brain for the explanation of the 
convulsive spasm. But you may ask, if it be true that convulsions neces- 
sarily presuppose disturbance ofthe spinal system, how do you explain 
their existence in cases in which the brain is primarily affected, and in 
which there is no apparent disease of the spinal cord? This quesdon 
M ARSHALT^ Hall^ to whottt isduc the credit of having been the first to 
elivcidate the true functions and pathology ofthe spinal system satisfac- 
torily answers in the following manner: the brain, when primarily af- 
fected, may give rise indirectly to convulsions — but when these take 
place, under such circumstanees, it is either because of irritadon or count- 
er pressure on the medulla obkmgrata. You have seen in thts Ctinique,and 
you will often see iu practice, coavni&ive spasms in Hydrocephalus, 
etc ; these are the result of pressure on the medulla oblongata. In con- 
nection' with this subject I might reeill to your minds wbut I have else- 
where stated to you, that convulsive diseases are extremely common in 
early infancy — ^ihey become less so^ however, as the cbifd advances in 
lifeu This is a fact, which you cannot be content simply to recognise as 
a fact; you will, as students, in search of demonstration, necessarily ask 
why Is this k> ? In early infancy, the medulla «ipiiiplis appears to hold 
thesovereicnity in the nervous system^ the brain at this period occupy- 
ing a secondary position ; but through the rapid and successive develop- 
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ment of the cerebral mass, the medulla spinalis becomes, as it* were, un- 
der a measured subjection, and hence causes, which would otherwise 
produce irritation, become now to a certain extent inoperative— hence 
the greater frequency to convulsive diseases in early life. But, Gentle- 
men, there is something more to be said of the medulla sptnalis as a nerv- 
ous centre ; it is not only the true source of respiratory movement, and, 
under morbid influence, the seat of convulsive diseases, but it is the 
great excito-rnGtory organ of the economy — it enjoys a perfect indepen- 
dence of the brain, and is the absolute centre of vital action ; or, if you 
please, life cannot be perpetuated when the spinal cord is destroyed. 
Those of you whose attention has not been particularly directed to this 
subject might, perhaps, express surprise, if, indeed, you did not raani*> 
fest more than ordinary incredulity at tiie statement, that an infant born 
without cerebrum or cerebellum is capable of breathing, crying, taking 
its parent's breast, and performing other acts connected with life. But 
whilst the researches of the physiologist have established this fact beyond 
a peradventure~-they have gone further, and demonstrated that without 
the spinal cord, no matter how perfect may be the cerebral mass, life 
cann'ot be maintained, for the reason that the two essential functions of the 
economy, respiration and consequently circulation, on which the various 
organic functions deperM, are results of the reflex action of the medulla 
spinalis. You cannot, therefore, but appreciate the importance of this 
nervous centre not only as the source of those actions, which constitute 
life but also as the source from which emanate those numerous disturb- 
ing influences, whi^h derange and impair the human mechanism. With- 
out a knowledge of the functions of the spinal cord, we should constantly 
be at a loss to explain the various morbid phenomena constantly present- 
ing themselves not only in the afl*ections of infancy, but also in that inter- 
esting department of your studies — the diseases peculiar to women. How 
often have I called yonr attention to the physiology of the spinal system 
in connection with the subject of parturition, and how plainly have you 
seen that child-birth is but another of those beautiful operations of the 
physiological law, which are constantly presenting themselves to your at- 
tention ? Again, without a knowledge of the functions of tbe spinal cord, 
you cannot understand the various forms of paralysis, which so often oc- 
cur in childhood, nor can you explain why, under the influence of intes- 
tinal irritadon, an infant will sometimes lose the use of its lower limbs, 
oonstittiting paraplegia ; bow, too, ignorant of the functions of the me- 
dulla spinalis, can you comprehend the connection between the irritation 
of teething, or the sudden recession of exanthematous diseases, etc., and 
convulsions? This subject, Gentlemen, is susceptible of almost infinite 
development — but our cases demand attention, and we must conclude, 
liaryngismus Stridulus in an infant 7 months old. 
Mary Bellows, aged 7 months, is brought to the Clinique by her moth- 
er, who says her little infant has been for the last month attacked on sev- 
eral different occasions with a peculiar kind of breathing, giving rise, as 
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•he ezpresfles it, to a sort of erowing sound. The attacks, she says, come 
on quite saddenly and cease quite as suddenly. The child in the inter- 
val of attack, is apparently in good health. The mother observed th#t 
the child sometimes during the attack turns blue in the face, and appears 
as if it had lost its breath. What vras the state of your child's health, 
my good woman, before you noticed this crowing sound, of which you 
speak ? Its health was good. Sir, except that its stomach was not in order ; 
it used to be quite uneasy, and, after crying, it would vomit. What did 
it vomit, madam ? It looked lumpy, Sir, like curdled milk. Were its bow- 
els affected, as well as its stomach ? Yes Sir, its bowels were a good deal 
disordered. It would sometimes be bound, and when I gave it medicine, 
it would pass whidsh looking lumps. Do you nurse your infant? Yed^ 
Sir. Do you give it any other nourishment than breast-milk? No Sir. 
What was the state of your own health at the time of which you speak ? 
My health was good. Sir ; but I was worried in mind : I lost my sister 
and that caused me to fret a great deal. Sir. Did you lose your sister be- 
fore your infant began to vomit ? Yes Sir ; and I always laid the sick- 
ness of my child to my fretting so much. You are not far from right in 
this opinion, my good woman. You have before you. Gentlemen, a case 
of disease, which has been described by Authors under a variety of names 
such as Laryngismus Stridulus, Spasmus glottldis, croup-like convul- 
. sionSyOhild-crowing, asthma laryngeum, etc. It Is an affection of early 
infancy, not as rare in its occurrence as some writers affirm, and in its 
simple or uncomplicated form it is not a disease of danger. It frequent- 
ly, however, is accompanied with convulsions, and, under these circum- 
stances , the life of the infant is in more or less peril. These convulsions 
may be genera], or confined to the extremities, in which case they have 
received the name of carpo'pedaL This affection consists essentially in 
a spasm of the glottis; and the violence of the symptoms is in proportion 
to the character of the spasm. In the more formidable cases of the disease, 
in which there is closure of the glottis, asphyxia aftd convulsions ensue, 
and death is often the consequence. It is not unusual for the disease to 
continue for weeks and months , always, however, with more or less in- 
termission. There is an interesting peculiarity connected with Laryngis- 
mus stridulus — it is that it is apt to attack several children in the same 
family. As the affection is essentially a neurosis, may it not be that this 
grouping of the disease in families arises from a constitutional nervous 
susceptibility ? Some writers have supposed that Laryngismus stridulus 
is the result of an enlargement of the thymus gland ; but researches have 
very fully demonstrated that such is not the case — and moreover, when 
enlargement of the thymus is recognized in this affection, it sometimes 
is a mere eoincidence, and oftentimes, an effect rather than the cause of 
the disease. Indeed, if we are to rely on that accurate basis for opinion, 
post morttm examination, it appears well established that this affection is 
not one of organic lesion either of the larynx or trachea ; It is essentially 
a neurosis produced by reflex action, and may be as a general rule clas- 



•ed among the eccentric nervdus disturbances/ It is, !n a word, a ^\»' 
ease of irritation— this irritation; striking the peripheral extremities of 
tome of the respiratory nerves^ is transmitted through the excitor branch- 
es to the medulla oblongata, whence arises fl reflex influence, through 
th6 rootof tietres, which centres itself on the glcrttis causing ftiore or lefls 
(Sontntction, and consequently momentary impairment of the respiration^, 
partial or complete ; in the latter case, as|)hyxia ensues.- The child, 
when the disease proves fatal, dies either from asphyxia or convulsions, 
the latter being often accompanied by coma. 

Causes, Undigested food, intestinal irritation from any sdurce, den- 
tition, sn dden fright, cold, may all be classed among the causes of this af- 
fection. 

Symptoms, Laryngismus stridulus is a paroxysmal disease, marked 
by distinct intervals. It is sometimes gradual in its progresfi, the only 
symptom being for some time occasional dyspncea; usually there is a 
peculiar crowing sound; and in the more severe attacks, asphyxia and 
convulsions. 

IHagnosis4 The aflection with which this disease might possibly be 
confounded is croup — but no erroi can arise with ordinary vigilence, for 
the two maladies have their own special and distinctive phenomena. 

In croup, there is fever, and also the husky voice, together with cough, 
but no spasmodic contractions of the muscles of the extremities. Group, 
toOf if not cheokodf soon reaches its maximum point of danger. In lar- 
yngismus, on the contrary, there is tio fever^ nor is there any cough ; un- 
eompHcated^it does not become dangerous to life for several weeks or 
months. The asphyxia and convulsions, which accompany it in its more 
Iformidable attacks will also serve to distinguish it from Laryngitis. 

Prognosis, In its simple form, it is not a dangerous malady ; it be- 
comes so, however, when accompanied by asphyxia, convulsions, or 
coma. 

Tnatmewt, The treatment of this disease must depend on the circumf^ 
stances, which may exist at the time your services are required — for in- 
stance, you may be called to an infant who is labouring under asphyxia^ 
and secondly you may be called upon during the interval of attack. In 
the former case, you must promptly have recourse to those remedies) 
which are known to be most effecdvein removing the state of asphyxia* 
the continuance of which must of necessity lead to death. The instant yon 
«ee the child, you should throw cold water on its face and bead, for reasons 
which we shall immediately explain — hot flannels should be applied to 
the chest, the extremities kept warm by mustard cataplasms, and k will 
also be adviseable to inject into the rectum warm water with either bran- 
dy or assalGBtida. Should you, however, see the child in the interval 
of attack, you must seduously endeavour to ascertain the particular 
cause, which has given rise to the disease. Is it dentition, intestmal ir- 
ritation^ cold, or mental emotion, etc ? These are the questions, which 
you are to a'^dress to yourselves ; and on their proper solution will main- 
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ly depend the safety of the child. I ask you now to revert to the conver- 
sation, which has just taken place between this wooian nnd rnyseir— see 
what her statement has developed and tlien teli nie whe\h*2r the cause • of 
the Laryngismus in the case of this little-infant is not mi^i^fest. Does 
she not tell us that the first symptorps pf disease, which she observed in 
her child were vomiting and disordered bowels — and also that the child 
was in good health until the detUU of her sister, which caused her to J"Kt,' 
etc? What inference do you deduce from, this simple, but significant 
statement ? It ij^this — tliat the fretting at the death of her sister deranged 
lierjafiilk, which was no longer suited to. the infant, and the consequence 
was yomiiing and disordered bowels. I have frequently directed your 
attention to ilie importnnt.in/Iuence of tnrBtal emotion on the human 
milk, and to the morbid effec^s.transmltted in this indireqt manner to the 
nursing infant. The in.djcatJQn, then, in the present instance, is to reg- 
ulate the bo^vels of ll>e;inl\int, and to substitute in place pf the disorder- 
ed milk a bland d^iot. In, this way, we shall remove the e^q^tini; cause 
of the Laryngismus, and probably restore the child to heajtlj. It should 
be weaned, and its nourishment should consist of equal parts of fresh 
coW*s milk and barley water — arrow roct and milk— rice water-*-;.soila 
biscuit with warm water andf^igar, etc. It will be adviseable to give it. 
the following powder to-night, and in the morning a teaspoon of castor 
oil: 

.R . Hy d ra r j.} c. C re ta g r. j . 
Should the excretipns ^tili (continue of a whitish colour, it will be prop- 
er to administer occasionally 1-2 grain of the Hydrarg c. creta, in order to 
act ge/itly on. the liver. This trciitment will place the digestive functions 
in proper condition. Much, however, will depend on the fidelity with 
which the dietetic directions are observed. 

AsphyiiUi^-V^tB meaning— its causey-. Yon .will frequently, Gentle- 
men, meet with cases of {wphyxia, and it is important that you shoulfl 
understand its causes and treatment. The ternrasphyxia is a bad one 
for the reason that it does not convey a true idea of its meaning — it is de- 
rived from two greek words .^phuxis the pulse, and a privative, which lit- 
er;tlly signify without pulse. You see, therefore, that this definition of the 
word gives but a very inadequate idea nf its true import. Asphyxia, in 
truth, is that condition of system consequent upon impeded respiration ; 
and, as I have remarked to yon, the respiratory process may suIiVr de- 
rangement from several diflVrent cause.?, and in various degrees. The 
Carbonic acid gas, carburetted hydrogen gas, submersion, and strangu- 
lation or hanging, are all so many causes of asphyxia. Again, you may * 
*have asphyxia in a case in which the respiratory process has never been 
established, and this often occurs in the new-born infant. The physiolo 
gist has proved that respiration is dependent upon the excito-motory sys- 
tem, or, in other words, upon the spinal coid. It is an excited act, and 
the first effort of the new born infant to breathe is perhaps induced by the 
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stimulus of the atmosphere acting upon the cutaneous branches of the 
trifacial nerve. You see, therefore, how important it is to attend to the 
direction, which I have «o often enjoined upon you in roy lectures on 
midwifery : viz. to allow a free access of air to the face of the child as 
soon as it has passed through the maternal organs. 

This can be done without in any way unnecessarily exposing the pec- 
son of the mother. Many an infant has been sacrificed by the omission 
of this simple, but fundamental rule. But it often happens that the niiers 
exposure of the face of an infant to the atmosphere is n9t sufficient to in- 
duce respiration — asphyxia ensues, and the question now is what are 
you to do in order to remove it, and save the child ? The course to pur- 
sue is a very plain one, and is as follows : 1st. Examine speedily the con- 
dition of the month, and ascertain whether the Larynx is obstructed eith- 
er by a collection of mucus, or any other substance ; if so, remove it 
without a moment's delay — the best mode of doing this is to introduce in- 
to the mouth of the infant the small finger, and by a gentle scoop you 
will be enabled to clear away whatever may have obstructed the access 
of atmosphere to the lungs ; 2d. If there be ro mechanical obstruction, 
cokl water should be dashed on the face with a view of acting on the 
mecUilla oblongata, and thus inducing a motor influence from it to.the re- 
spiratory muscles. Should cold thu« applied to the face not suffice io 
accomplish the purpose, the sides of the chest may also be stimulated 
with theobject of impressing the spinal nerves; and at the same time, 
you should blow into the child's mouth, being careful to simulate, by 
proper elevation and depression of its chest with your hand, the move- 
ments of ordinary respiration. The extremities should be kept warm 
by means of friction, hot flannels, or mustard cataplasms enrolled in folds 
of old linen ; and whilst these points are being attended to, it will be 
useful to. throw warm water into the rectum, mixing with the water 
either assafj^tida or brandy ; the stimulating effect of the enema is some- 
times followed with prompt and de^jklod benefit. Here, Gentlemen, are 
the directions-which, under ordinary circumstances, you are to pursue 
in cases of asphyxia in the new-born infant. But many of you may, pet- 
haps, desire .to^know the motive for this treatment; or you may be dis- 
posed to enquire whether it is purely empirical, or whether it is based on 
a scientific foundadon. You have already been told that the respiratory 
movenifRtis the result of an impression made upon the medulla oblongi- 
th by the trifaqiaj, spinal, or pneumogastric nerves; this impression be- 
ing conveyed foam the peripheral extremities of these nerves to the spi- 
nal cord — and as soon as...this latter .meives the impression it immedi- 
ately transmits through anothetset of nerves passing from the spinal cord 
towards the circumference a-motor influence, which induces muscular 
contraction. This is what is known as reflex movement; when normal, 
it constitutes the heaUhy .working of the mechanism ; when abnormal, 
it results in various deragpjmcnts, and oftentimes in convulsions. With, 
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this explanation, you cannot be at a loss to ajkpreciate ^e reason for the 
treatment jast suggested. 

Magnet in an infant 10 montha old. Wm. West, aged 10 months, 
is brought to the Cliniqne on account of a sore mouth. How long, Mad- 
am, has that child had a sore mouth ? For the last two weeks, Sir. What 
was the state of its health before that time ? Very bad. Sir. "What was 
the matter with it, Madam. It took the diarrhcsa, Sir, lost its appetite, 
and refused the breast.- How is the diarrhcsa now, my good woman.' 
It is quite cured, Sir ; and ifii^ could only have something for his mouth, 
I am sure he wofrld get quite well again. Well, Madam, we will give 
you sdn^ething to cure his mouth. You have had before you, Gentle- 
men, in the Clinique many cases of sore mouth in children, and you 
know tbat this affection which is called Stomatitis is divided into several 
varieties. We have, for example, the /b//icu/ar stomatitis xhfi ulcerative 
and gangrmous, and also another form called the mercurial stomatitis. 
In the case before us, we have an instance of muguet, a variety of sore 
mouth to which your attention has not heretofore been particularly di- 
rected. At onetime apthse or the thrush was considered merely a mild 
form of the muguet ; but this latter affection has recently, through the in- 
vestigation of the mieroseopist, been ftflly developed, artd it is now prov- 
ed that between the two affections there exists no identity Muguet i» a 
species of stomatitis chstracterised' by • whitish exudation covering more 
dr less the mucous nlembrane of the mouth. The old writers described 
this disease under another name, as a ulceration of the digestive mucous 
surface— whilst (h^ moderns have regarded it as a simple inflammafion of 
the mucous surface of the mouth, followed by a pseudo-membranoiis or 
diptheritic deposit. The'researches of Bero and Gruby, however, have 
shown very conclusively that the whitish material constituting the essen- 
tial point in muguet is not a diptheritic deposit but that it results from the 
production of a parasitic plant within the epithelial cells, the alga. Char- 
les Robin has d?^§cribed this plant as being composed of variously ram- 
ified tubulous filamfents crossing each other in every direction, and in ad- 
hesion with the external surface of the epithelium. It is also said that a 
circumstance favorkble to the produclion of this infusorial plant is an ex- 
treme Acidity of the mouth. The experiments of Dutrochet appear to 
have shown that a liquid acid facilitates the development of infusorial 
vegetation ; andGtlotsR maintains that the secretion of saliva, which is 
alkaline, is sttpflifessed in muguet. He contends, also, that the presence 
of atmosfJherlc air is necessnry for the growth of this parasitic plant. 
GuBLER, t think, was the first to direct attention to the fact that this veg* 
etable U developed in the follicles of the mucous membrane of the mouih 
— that it then escapes through the orifices of these follicles, ar<? yi^i-anis 
itself on th« surface under the form of a milky white material. Occa- 
sionally, hov/ever, on account of the contfrtcted size of the orifices^ this 
escape does not take place, and in this case the walls of the gland be- 
ll come greatly ilibtended constituting sub-€^pithellal tumors. It has been 
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stated thai inngu(?t is soinetirfies developed, whilst the child is in utero — 
but this is contrary to ilie opinion of Gubler and Dutrociikt that ulmos- 
])heric air is necessary to its production. A question of some imporlanco 
has arisen in connection with this disease viz : whether it is constitutional ■ 
or local. Authors are much divided on this subject. Trousseau is oi 
opinion' tlVa't it is altogether a local affection, whilst Valleix and others 
impute to i^ a eonstitiuional origin. In this latter opinion I fully concur 
for the two following reasons :' 1st. Mtig'uet is either idiopathic or symp- 
tomatic — the former i5 comparatively rare, whilst the' latter on rlie con- 
trary, is of frequent occurrence. Idiopathic rnuguet, I admit, will occa- 
sionally develope itself, unaccompanied by the slightest organic lesion ; 
but the child, though no appreciable disease may exist,' will be found to 
be feeble and delicate, indicating a want of healthy to«o in the system ; 
2nd. Muguet, in the great majority of cases, is symptomatie^ or in other 
words is the effect of previoiis disease, and is frequently observed in the 
various chronic affections of infancy; and itis likewise not uncommon to 
recognise it as a prelude to death. In a word, it is not only in fixhausting 
diseases, but also in a cachectic constitution that this affection usually 
devjfopes ftself. Again, muguet is generally — though not always — pre- 
ceeded by diarrhoea and fever, together with more or less erythema about 
the breech and thighs. For these reasons, therefore, I believe it to be 
not a local but a constitutional disorder. Muguet although more frequent- 
ly ob!«erved in infancy, is not confined to this age — it occurs, also in' the 
adult; but according to the best observers, never as an idiopathic, but 
always as a symptomatic affection. JWich h'as been said about the con- 
tagions character of this disease, wnd writers are far from being united 
on this question. Whilst some maintain tliat it is an inft-ctious disease, 
others among whom are Billiard, Ti^oussea^t etc. say thatithasthe pow- 
er of transmission only by dirucl! contact. This perhaps, Is the true view 
of the subject. 

Causes. There is, perhaps, no more fruitful predisposing cause of this 
affection than impoverished or unsuitable food. Giraud of Marseilles and 
DoNME fiaVe found fhatof all the injesta, impure milk is the most cer- 
tain generator of muguet, Bad air, confinement in crowded apartments, 
constant exposure to a humid atmosphere, and the various privations in- 
cident to poverty are all so many influences capable of facilitating the 
origin of this disease. 

Symptoms. This affection is characterized by certain local and gen- 
eral ])henGmena — the former constituting the changes observed in the 
mouth, such, for example, as increased redness of the mucous membrane, 
enlargement of the lingual pa[)i!la3, an acid secretion, and a creamy snbs- 
siance spread more or less over the mucous surface. The general .symp- 
toms are lever, diarrhcra, erythema of the thighs, breech, et«. In symp_ 
tomatic muguet, which is simply the result of other affections, both acute 
and chronic, there is no uniform series of syinpfoms, for the reason that 
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the symptoms will be t'hose of the particular diseases, which have pre- 
ceeded this affection; 

Diagnosis. It is by no means difficult to distinguish mnguet from 
other inflammations of the mouth. In apths, or follicular 8tomatitis» 
there is no pseudo-meitlbnuie, but you will detect small vesicles. In the 
mercurial stomatitis the cause is usually known, and, also, there is nb' 
pseudo-membrane. The ps^lido-membrane of muguet is preceeded, in 
its formation, by the appearande of small whitish points; and lastly this 
affection is distinguished by the peeiiiliHr parasitic- plant found in no 
other form of stomatitis. 

Prognosis. Muguet, uncomplicated, is not dangerous. We have al- 
ready remarked that it usually attacks feisble children — and, in the great 
majority of cases, it is the sequela of various grave disordtrs. Some 
Vl^riters say that i| is an ertremely fatal disease ; but when you examirie 
th'ei!r statistical tables, you iVill' disc6Ver that they do not speak of mu. 
gu'et )jis being fatal by itself^b'ut ra'u'guet, Which has developed itself as 
a cotn'fitiifea^f^'n of certain fatal disoVd!ers. In these cases, therefore, it is 
wrong to' tfed'dce the conclusion that this disease usually destroys life* 
Death, 11 ndiei^ such circi]^ii^'stances,' is due not t6' the affection itself, but 
to the gravity 6'f the db^'ses, which had a previous existence, and of 
which it was sita&plf a co'nsequei!kce. Bouchut nVentions that of 42 pa- 
tients at the Hospfliaf Necker 14 were affected with idiopathic rouguet, 
and all recovered. Amtong the others, this disease was symptomatic of 
some visceral affecti(/n,' atfd 20 died as follow r 12 had chronic enteritis > 
4 acute enteritis; 8 pf^eu/Aonia, and 1 hydrocephalus. It will certainly 
not be contended that these, 2K) <ihildren died of muguet ; the post hoCf er- 
go propter hoc doctrine will not cTbtain hefe, for it is litterly without appli- 
cation, the propter hoc being alu^ illd'gical sequitur. 

Treatment. In idiopathic Muguet, i]f/inute doses of magnesia occa- 
sionally administered will &'e of serVice^^and als a local application to 
the mouth, the following in most case^ ^ili be all! that is required : 

R. Bb'raii So'dd) gr. ii ; . , 
Sachar Alb. gr. xij. M. 
Sometimes, however, it ma^ tie necessary to have recourse ro a more 
powerful agent — and in such' aca!se, touching the anected [5arts with the 
nitrate argenti, or employing at sblution of alum wilt t>e of service. In 
symptomatic muguet, on the contrary, the indication Witt fee io appfy 
your remedies to the disease of which this affection is but a£ eftect. "The 
child, when not contra-indicated, should have a bland nutritious diet^ 
Among other remedies, in a cachectic and feeble system, I ha^e gredt 
confidence in the use of the following : 

R. Decoct. SarsaparillsB C. §ij ; 
Liquor Potasiiae gtt. xx. M. 

A teaspoon ful twice or thrice a day. 

^ Prolapsus of the Mucous Membrane of the Vagin^ in a iiiadri^ 

^ woman aged 27 years, the mother of three childrlizu Urs. T. mar- 
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riedj aged 27 years, complains of a tumor in. her* front passage, which 
she says protrudes when she walks, and gives her much uneasiness. — 
How long. Madam, have yon noticed the tumor, as yon call it ? Ever 
since the birth of my last ehild, Sir. How old is that child, Madam ? 
Four months. Sir. Was your labour a difficult one, my good woman ? 
Yes Sir, I was in labour four days, and suffered much more than I did 
at the birth' olf either of my other children.- Did yoa leave your bed soon 
after delivery f Yes Sir, I was obliged to leave m'y bed ^e day after my 
child' was bom, for I had n'o one to see after things for me. What was 
the state of your boWels before and after the birth of your child ? Al- 
ways confined. Sir. I shall not, Gentlenfi'en, ask this patient any more 
(]fuestion8, for she has told us sufficient to account for the difficulty under 
which she labours; There is one point of special interest about her 
case, and it is the fact that she says she has a tumor projecting, when 
she walks, from her front passage. I l^ve often admonished you to take 
the statements of your patients for wha't they are really worth, and for 
nothing more. You are not to permit their notions of disease to govern 
you in your judgements. They see through false media/ and consequent- 
ly they fall short o^ the truth. You, dri the contrary, are to contemplate 
disease, and ju<f^ of its nature throifgh the evidences it presents. What, 
then, will be the course for you to pursue in order to decide whether this 
woman really has a tumor projecdh'g from her front passage ? In no 
other way than by an examination can this^factbe arrived at. This 
examination I have made,' and find there is i^en she sta nds or walks a 
projection from the vagina — and it now remains for us to determine its 
true character. Is it a prolapsed uterus, a poT^pus, a prolapsed bladder, 
etc.,orisit something else? It certainly is a Afiatter of some moment 
to this patient that the question should be satisfactorily solved. [Here 
the padent was placed on the bed, and the Professor called the attention 
of the class to the supposed tumor. In the recumbent position it did not 
protrude, but oh coughing, the protrusion was quftte mai!iifest.] This, 
Gentlemen* is another example, of which yon haVe already seen several 
in this Clinique, of the prolapsion of the mucous membrane o( the vagi- 
na. You will occasionally meet with it in practice, and it is important 
that you should iiot confound it with the various other enlargements, 
which sometimes exist in this part. Child-birth is often the cause of 
this form of prolapsion through the relaxation it produces in the walls' of 
the vagina; and constipation you will find to be one of the commonest ex. 
citing causes. The first point to be attended to in the case before ns is 
the removal of the constipation, and when the bowels have bec'oii^' reg- 
ular you will have to rely on 'astringent washes with a view of overcom- 
ing the relaxed state of the vagina. This woman cannot affoiA to keep 
her bed, and thus derive advantage from the recumbent position ; you 
will, therefore, be limited in your local treatment simply to those appli- 
cations best calculated, under the circumstances, to restore the lost tonic- 
ity oflhe vagina. One df the following powders may be taken in a tea- 
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cup of warm water night and morning as circumstances may require : 

R SuInhatSodaB^ij; 
Pul^Rhei 5j; 

Pulv. Zingeberi gr xxiv. Divide in chartulasxij. 
The following lotion should be freely applied to the vagina: 
R Decootus qnercus O j ; 

Sulphat. aluminis ) 9. c^* 0^1 
Sulphat. zinci J 3j. Ft..:?ol. 

Should the above treatment fail, and in the event of the protruded va- 
gina interfering with the ordinary avocations of the patient, yoii can then 
have recourse to a surgical operation by which you will be enabled to 
remove the protruded portion. Grasping the protruding fold of the va- 
gina with a pair ol small forceps, you rempve it by means of a circular 
incision with the scissars. This is a simple operation ; but before making 
ihe incision, you must examine carefully that nothing is contracted in 
the vaginal fold, for sometimes there may be a portion of intestine, a 
prolapsed bladder, etc. 

Partial paraphlegia in a manied wonuui aged 32 years, from in- 
jtramental delivery, Mrs. W., married, aged 32, the mother of one 
child, ten months old, seeks advice for a sensation of numbness, and 
loss of power in her lower extremities. How long. Madam, have you 
complained of numbness in your limbs? Ever since the birth of my 
child, Sir. Were you quite well previous to your delivery ? Yes Sir, my 
health was always good before that timer iHad you a severe labour? 
Yes Sir, I was in labour over two days, and I was delivered with instru- 
ments. Is your child alive ? Yes Sir. I am glad to bear it, Madam. — 
This case. Gentleman, is one of unusual interest. You have in the per- 
son of this patient an example of partial paraplegia resulting from a dif- 
ficult labour, together with the use of instruments ; and it is proper that 
you should understand the connection between this character ot labour, 
and the partial numbness and loss of power in the lower limbs — it is the 
relauon of cause and effect. The numbness may have resulted in one of 
two ways-— either from direct pressure on the nervous plexuses of the ex- 
tremities, or through tffiex action on the spinal cord. How are you to 
distinguish between these two influences, ^nd ascertain correctly wheth- 
er the source of the trouble is ift^he spiqal cord, or exclusively in the 
nervous plexuses? This certainly is an important question — and you 
determine the fact as fallows : wh^^n the numbness, etc., is occasioned by 
pressure on the plexus of, perves«^ut one limb will be affected — when, 
on the contrary, it arises frepi reflex influence, both limbs will be involv- 
ed. This is the distinction ^ade by the physiologist, and confirmed by 
observation. In the case before us, the spinal cord has become involved, 
as is shown by the. fact that both are partially numb. It is an interesting 
fact for yon to remember that in enlargement of the uterus from various 
diseases, such as chronic inflammation, carcinoma, polypus, suppressed 
njenstruation, etc., partial, and sometiri)es complete paralysis of the 
ffil lower extremities is occasionally the result. It is, however, usually, 
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evanescent, being completely nnder the control of remedies. It is not 
at all an uncommon circumstance to observe fflraplegia following an at- 
tack of severe acute inflammation of tbe,pterus. When, therefore^ Vp'^.se 
cases present themselves to your preservation in practice, you will,iby a 
just discrimination of their nature, be enabled to confer happiness on 
your patients, and reputation on yourselves, by the well grourt)d^d assu- 
rance that the case is within the |:imits of treatment, and will speedily 
yield to remedies. Incipient paraplegia, as I have frequently reminded 
you, is often the first symptom of cerebral di8tuibance-:-and in these ca- 
ses, unfortunately, our prognosis will ^e more or lej^s unfavourable. You 
see, therefore, how important it is in acase of paraplegia to be correct 
in yonr judgement as to the true sourpepfthe derangement. Correct 
treatment, as well as a correct opinion as to the ijssue, will necessarily 
depend upon this knowledge. 

Are your bowels confined, my good wqman ? TJhey are not very^peg- I 
ular. Sir. 

Treatment. It is important that t(ie bowels should be freely niove^l, 
and for this purpose I shall order the following prescription : 

R. Submur Hyd'rarg gr. X ; 

Pulv. JalapSB gr. zv ; 

Pulv. Anti))»pnial gr. ij.^. Ft. Pulv. 
Let this powder be taken this eveping, followefl in the morning by ^ of 
castor oil. 

After the bowels have been properly moved r I shall plqi^se this patient 
under the influence of Stnfchnia, yih'ich is the ftctive principle ' of nux 
vomica. You are aware that strychnia exercises a specj^c influence on 
the spinal cord ; but this influence is much more positive in the motor 
nerves, than on those of sensation; muscular ^^pntraction, is produced by 
this remedy, through its action on. (be excito-||iotory centre of the econo- 
my — the spinal cord. From th/e stjipulus direjcted to this latter, a new 
impulse is imparted to the motor nerves, on >vhose action you know mus- 
cular contraction depends. Stryc^pia, then, being capable in this way 
of exciting muscular contraction, ^Jf^d consequently motion, is a remedy 
admirably suited to those forms of.paralysis, in which especially there is 
no marked lesion, but simply functional derangement of the cxcito-mo- 
tory centre. It is a remedy, however, to be employed wjth caution, for 
the reason that an over-dose is often followed by serious, if not fatal con- 
sequences. Nothing is easier than to produce tetanus tbe, by injudicious 
use of this agent — and this is a complete demonstration ,pf its influence 
on the spinal cord ; for tetanus, when not complicated, is the result pure- 
ly of Irritation of the spinal cord. In the use of strychnia, too much 
caution cannot be exercised. It is proper to .commence with minute 
doftqs, and watch the eflects with guarded vigilance. One of the follow- 
irijg^p^lls may be taken, twice a day : 

R. Strychnise gr. ij ; 

Confect. RosfB q. s. ut Ft. pilnloe xxiv. 
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Ohlproais in a gir|p 20 years of ag^. Su3/ln M.^ a^3d 20 year?, 
lias always been tionbled with irregular menstruution ; and for the ..la^t 
six month?, the funct^pjfi has been entirely suspended. From early 
girlhood, her health has been delicate; and she menstrnated for the 
tirst tiftie between the 15tli and 16tb years of age. ^hp is extrem^y 
pale, with a white and coated tongue ; she is without appetite, and hab« 
itnally constipated; $he co(qplains of vertigo and palpitation of the heart, 
together with severe pain in .the head and side at limes; she has icca- 
sional cough, which, however, is unaccornpanied by ^,xpectoraiiofl(, and 
the pulse is not over. 70. Xl^s case. Gentlemen, is one calculated, i^ some 
of its symptoms, to jead the^practitioner into error, and c^use him to make 
a false diagnosis. The disease wilh^which this girl is J^ected is chloro- 
sis, the causes, symptoms, diagnosis., and treatment of which it,|pecome8 
the practitioner clearly to coniprehenjfl. Chlorosis is a' disease, which 
usually affects the young female as the period of puberty approaches. 
It ir>, however, not limited to this age-r-sonietimes l^is met with in .married 
women ; children are occasionally the subjects of it, and cases have oc- 
curred in the delicate of the male sex. The pathology of chlorosis con- 
sists in a morbid condition of the bloo/J, the serum b^.ing increased in 
fjuantity, whilst the crassamentum is sensibly dimipislied. ,W^i this 
yiew of its pathology, it cannot be diffi«:ult to explain yrhy Amenorrhcea 
is so frequently the accompaniment of chlorosis. The gvaries and uWrus, 
like all otherorgans of the economy, are ilependent for their develop- 
ment upon a due suppjy of healthy arierial.jblood. In proportion, th^e- 
fore, as these organs are, deprived of th^ir nutriment, .in a correspoi^^d- 
ing degree precisely wl^fj their iior^nal func^ions.be imperfectly performed.. 
Ei9Eii[jaANN has attempted to prove that chlorosis^is not.^ disease essen- 
tially of the blood. H^ contends that the nervoHs system;, and p^ncipaHy 
the spinal cord, is the primitive seat of this affe(^lion. He^ bases his opin- 
ion upon the following circumstances,.: 1st. BsECQUEREL and RoxtfER in 
certain cases of,chlorosis have found no alteration in the blood ; 2nd, 
Chlorosis is m.uch more common in the female than in the jnale, and it 
is well known thnt the nervous ^slera pr<;jfllomi nates in the former; .3rd. 
The incipient symptoms of chlorosis are those of the nervous system, be- 
fore any change occurs in the blood; and these nervous symptoms con- 
tinue ihroughoutthe progress of the disease ; 4rth. ^Chlorosis w^ill yield to 
morphia, strychnia, etc., which are also known to act Javorsiibly in af- 
fections of the spinal cord. In atldition to the above,^iher reasons are 
given as confirmatory of ijie opiaion*tbat the primitive .seat .^f chlorqsls. 
is in the nervous system. . For in^ai^ce, the occasipng.! efficaipy of -the 
cold shower bai'i in chlorosis, whjcb^is known to be an efticieiit agent in 
many forms of neurosis, such as chorea, hystejria, etc. Another argu- 
ment is that chlorosis will someiimfs yield to .the internal administration 
of zinc, bismuth, lead, copper, etCv , But, Geriilem^n, I do not regard the 
above reasons as at all conclusive of the newjiheory ; and if tljey be (jf 
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aiiy forcip, it is merely that they prbve exception f to a general rule — or 
What f think nearer the truth, they show that the effects have been mid- 
taken for the supposecl cause ofchloro&is. 

The ci&uses of this afTection are the pretlisposing and exciting. Among 
the fonner may be classed an enfeebled constttiition, a lymphatic tem- 
perament, an impoverished diet, want of proper ventilation and exercise ; 
and ait a later period of lite, the various menstrual derangements. The 
■exciting causes are depressing mental emotions, disturbance of the nerv. 
ens system, and especially constipation. A late distingnisli^d writer, Dr. 
ftENNKTT, affirms that functional derangement and organic disease of the 
uterus have nothing whatever to do with chlorosis ; but that this affec- 
tion results exclusively from disease of the blood, this condition of the 
fluid being produced by derangement of the nutritive fun,ctions. This 
opinion, although undoubtedly true os a general principle, is too sweep- 
ing, and is not sustained by observation ; for it is well known that chloro- 
sis occasionally dates its origin from functional derangement of the men- 
ses — menorrhagia for example. In other in:>tance8 engorgement and 
other diseases of the uterus will give rise to it. The opinion so emphatic- 
ally expresseti by Dr. Bennett is not without some danger to the prac- 
titioner, for with this doctrine to guide him, his treatment of chloro«is 
would not only be useless, but absolutely destructive in cases in which 
this diseaseis traceable purely to organic lesion of the womb, or to aber- 
ration :n the function of this organ. Constipation is so frequent an 
accompaniment of chlorosis, that we are inclined to think, with Mar- 
shall Hall, that it is one of the commonest causes of this disease. 
It is insidious in its results, and often lays the foundation of general de- 
rangement of the nutfitive functions. 

Chlorosis presents itself under one of three forms, atid it has, there- 
fore, been divided into the incipient, confirmed, and inveterate. The 
young girl before us is an exi\mple of the confirmed state of the disorder^ 
which is characterized by pallor and tumefaction of the countenance and 
conjunctiva, puffiness of the eye-lids, a white coated tongue, great nerv- 
ousness, loss of appetite, insomnolence, palpitation of the heart, severe oc- 
casional pain in the head and side, with more or less oedema, and con- 
stipation. There has been some disscussion of late respecting certain ab- 
normal sounds heard in the large blood vessels of chlorotic patients; and 
Etsenmann says that they not only do exist in all cases of chlorosis, but 
that thev may be present without this affection, and, therefore, cannot be 
considered pathognomonic. Bcown-'Sequard believes that they emenate 
from a tremor of the muscles peculiar to Weak and aged persons; and 
RicoRD maintains that chlorosis is not untisual in syphilitic patients ; in 
such cases, together with the anti-syphilitic remedies, mercury and the 
iodide of Potassium, he prescribes the differetit ferruginous preparations. 
Recently Cazeau has called attention to a form of chlorosis in connection 
with pregnancy, and predicates upon the supposition that chlorosis really 
existsini^biscenditionofsystemeertain rules against the promiscaou s 
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use of the lancet in gestation. But It does not strike me tlist this clever 
sbserver has proved bis c:i!<e. His opiuton on this suljject will require 
confirmation through iuture facts. 

In the diagnnsK^ of this malady soma degree of caution mast be exer' 
cised. Tlie pallor of countenance and cough may lead to the supposition 
of Phihisis ; whilst the palpitation of tlie heart might canse you to infer 
the existence of organic disease of this organ. The congh of chlorosis 
differs from that of phthisis in the following particulars : m chlorosis, the 
cou;;^h is without expectoration, there is Mr hectic fever, nor is the cough 
increased on exposure to the air— neither is the pulse accelerated. On 
minute examination, the palpitation will be found to be merely function- 
al, depending on general deiangement of the system, and especially on 
an impoverished condition of the blood. The head-ache, and occasional 
severe pain in the side inny also lead to a false view of the mnlady ; 
these aie not tlie pains of Inflammation. The liead>ache, like the vertigo^ 
is traceable to a want of healthy blood in the braki, and the pain in the 
si^ewill often be found due to a loadfd condition of the intestinal canal. 
Intense head^ache frequently , and sometimes even mania follow exces- 
sive losses of blood. Marshall Ha'LU has instituted a very truthful analo- 
gy between excessive sanguineous losses and chlorosis — an analogy 
which all accurate observers will l»Wf confirm, and which consists in the 
following points of resemblance : lsi4 Head symptttms, simulating ara- 
chnitis; 2nd. Palpitation of the heart; 8d. The condition of the general 
and capillary circularions; 4th. The tendency to oedema and serous ef- 
fusions; 6th. OccasionaJ death froari«oma. 

In your pro«nosis of chlorosis, you must l»e guided by two circumstan- 
ces : 1st. Is the disease simply one of debility arising from impaired nu- 
trition ; 2nd. Is it complicated wit!i serious organic lesion, such as phthi- 
sis, marasmus, dropsy, etc. In the lutte.r case the opinion will be unfa- 
vorable; whilst in the former a cure may be promised. 

Treatment. The patient befoie us Is labouring under defective nutrition. 
Her digestive functions have become so impaired by K»ng continued con- 
stipation, and her blood consequently so impoveri.-hed^ that the indica- 
tion is obviously in the first place the removal of tile constipation, and 
secondly the general invigorating of the system. MrtNleine alone will not 
accomplish these objects ; and if^ under any circiifnistances, a faithful 
observance of Hygienic measures be called for, it is in a case like the 
present where the vital powers of the system are in a state of profound 
delapidation. It is, therefore, inesimibent to impress on this girl strict 
attention to exercise in the open air, clothing such as will protect her 
from the cold, a tepid bath once a week, together with nourishing diet. 
It will be well to commence wkh a brisk purgative: for pale and deli- 
cate as she is you will find she will bear M'ith benefit a positive*impres- 
sion of this kind. Let her, therefore, take this evening the following 
powder, and in the morning §i of castor oil : 
R Snb mur Hydrarg gr. vi; 
Pulv'rf Rhei gr. xij. Ft. pulv. 
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Ft m^y also" be irecessary. In order to excite a healthy action of the liv- 
er to give her occasionally, say every fourth night as circumstances may 
require,' ij or iij grains of the Hydrarg. c, creta ; and Imlfa pint of tepid 
water thrown into the rectiim every night or morning will prove highly 
serviceable in promoting the peristnUic action of the intestinal canal.— - 
When the bowels have been properly^ evacuated, the gve^l remedy will 
be iron in combination with aloes. One of the following pills Jisay be m- 
ken ttiorni'n^ and niglvir , 

R, Aloes Barbad. 9ij ; 
Sulphat..Fefri 9j. 
ff. Divide In pil.No. xi!. 
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Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir: — The following case, in one sense, is too bad to report, and 
in another *'loo good to keep." About two months since, one of ^hbise 
itinerant impostors, or travelling quacks, with which the country is infest- 
ed, visited our city, and issued his flaming hand-bills, in which he pro- 
posed to lecture on consumption, diseases of females, etc., admittnnce 
12 1-2 cents. The principal object of the lecture was to obtain the 121-2 
cents, and to make sale of what he called **abdominal supporters." It 
so ha ppiened, that a certain female, who had been married auout five 
months nnd whose abdomen, from some cause, was somewhat enlarged, 
heard Jiim lecture, and beleiving tliat her abdomen needed support, she 
applied to him for relief. The **learned Doctor," as he called himself^ 
told her that the enlargement was caused by an **accumuIation of menstru- 
al fiuid f" This was certainly a very natural and a very wise conclu- 
sion under the circumstances, for she told him, that there was a suppres- 
sion of the mens*»s, or a stoppage of the ''monthly turns." The Doctor, 
liowcver, told her that the ''accumulation" could be easily removed, and 
that he would do it in short order. He proceeded very deliberately to 
introduce an instrument into the uterus, but strange as it may appear 
the "accumulation" did not '*mo3ey." Fortunately, or unfortunately for 
the patient, before the ''accumulation" was removed, the quack picked 
himself up and left town. After he was gone, as was very natural, an- 
other quack was called in, and this was one of the lilliputian or infini- 
tesimal kind. Whsttdid he do! He concurred witl'i his "illustrious pre- 
decessor," and proritfuAccd it an "accumulation of menstrual fluid, or 
dropsy." What wisdom? There is no disagreement, consequently, it is 
not necessary to ask ''who shall decide when (such) doctors disagree ? 
It is impossible to say, what was done, or what was not done, by the m- 
Jinitesimal Doctor, for he practices all sorts of ways but the right way^ 
He IS one of the pliable, accommodating kind, who would do almost any- 
thing for'money. 

After dosing his patient two or three weeks without removing the "ac- 
cumulation" or the dropsy, he succeeded in producing premature labour 
pdins, but at this "stage of the game," it was thought advisable by 
the friends of the patient, to call in a rpguUr physician. When he came 
he had the presurrifption to differ with the quack In relation to the nature 
of the disease,' and had ihe audacity to tell the woman that she was in tlVe 
"family way," riiitl that it would be impossible to prevent a prerftVitu'ie 
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delivery. Strange as it may appear, in a few bour« the "accumulation" 
was removed, and proved to be a six months foetus, instead of menstrua! 
ordropiiica] fluid; and the 'Mittle thing" is still living! 

I obtained the particulars of this case, from the attending physician, 
and beleiving that such consummate ignorance, and such base qu»ekery 
ought to be exposed, I. take the liberty to report it for your valuable Lan- 
cet. 

Youfis truly, 

EscuLAPiirs, Jr. 
Toledo. Ohio, Oct. 12th, 1853. 



Jlrt. |0.-©n i\t 1st 0f % ptratt af ft± 

Dr. Nelson. 

Deai*Sir : — In the January Number of the Southern Medical and 
Surgical Journal, th« experience of Dr. Ooier Ward is given on the use 
of the Nitrate of Lead as a disinfecting agent and as an external ap- 
plication in foul and indolent ulcerations. In the case of a lady with 
very offensive locial discharge, three applications of it by ii^ijectibn ef- 
fected a cure. In cases of sore legs, gleety discharges, cancer uteri, 
chronic cutaneous eruptions such as rupia or impetigo, it produced 
the most happy result, bringing about a proper secretion of pus with firm 
and healthy granulations. Since I have read the above article I have 
used a solution of the Nitrate of L^ad in several cases with the most 
gratifying resnlts. In a case ofTasnia Capit*i8 in a Uid 12 years old, of 
rather a scrofulous habit, and where the disease had continued for tliree 
years and resisted every other treatment, an application of the Nitrate 
of Lead every morning for three weeks, effected a complete cure; in this i 
case there was ulceration of nejirly the entire scalp with a fceiid dis- i 
charge; attention was paid to thV general health. In a case of leucorr- i 
hoea resulting from engorgement of the os uteri, an injection of the lead 
was employed three limes a day, and the disease was cured in a week.—-" 
In a case of Fungus Haematodes of the left thigh complicated with" Hy- 
drotborax in a neg^o woman 50 years of age, it produced more satisfact- , 
ory results than any other remedy I could use. I 

In this case I poured one ounce of nitric acid upon forty grains of Car- I 
bonate of Lend ; as soon as effervescence ceased I added thirty-two oz. of j 
water. After washing the ulcer with warm soap suds I touched its i 
whole surface with the Lead wash which frequently made it bleed a little. 
I then dusted over it a powder composed of two parts of flour and one 
of willow charcoal. This Was done every night for a week, then every I 
other night as long as the patient lived — the rough and jaggy edges of | 
the sore soon assumed an unifotm appearance, healthy gramilationa 
sprang up, the thin foetid sanguineo-puriilent discharge soon changed to j 
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healthy pus and thesizeof tlie nicer was fast lessening when serous ef- 
fusion in the thorax termiimted her life. 

Now, I 60 not believe this preparation will cure cancerous affections, 
but from whnt experience 1 have had with it I am satisfied it is the best 
local application that can be m'ade in almost any case of malignant uN 
ceration. Tt keeps th«» surface smooth and clean, and most efFecrnally 
destroys all fetor which attends such cases. Fn mild cases such as Leu- 
corrhea, Rnpia, Impetigo, *»tc., I use the solution but sliorhtly arid ; in 
fihe more malignant affections such as cancerous and cancroid diseases 
I use it strong enough To be slightly caustic and as the case improves 
water should be added to lessen the acidity. 

I would be truly glad to liear<the experience of the Profession on this 
remedial age*it. Let every Physician give it a trial and report the result; 
and it will not be long before .yi^e will know exactly what to expect from 

Yours etc., 
E. G. Harris, M. D. 
Fayerte Court Hou^, 

Alabama, October 20th, 1^8. 



AT THE KNEE JOINT. 
By R. W. Evans, M.D., of Richmond, Canada West. 

Of all the diseases of the human frame with which the Surgeon has to 
^contend there is none more unyielding than Inflammation of the bursas 
mucosse at the knee joint; nor none that cause more Constitutional irri- 
tation. A few words on the Anatomy of the bursee mucoste might not be 
uninteresting to the Readers of the Lancet. 

Bursse mucosn are mncous^-bags composed of membranes containing a 
kind of mucous fat situated about the joints of the upper and loM^er ex- 
tremities. The burs£B mueossB are of different sizes and of variable de- 
grees of firmness, and are connected by cellular membrane to the tendons, 
articular cavities and ligament<i. They secrete a fluid to lubricate the 
muscles, tendinous sheats and articular surfaces of the bone?, thereby 
rendering their motion easy. 

These bursas are only to be found in the extremities, and number in all 
140 — thirty. three in each superior and thirty-seven in each inferior ex- 
tremity. An accurate knowledge of these bodies will be found of para- 
mount importance to the medical practitioner although but little attention 
is paid to them in the dissecting room. ' Ij 

In the month of August J. A., a farmer, was returning home from a '^ 
"chopping bee ;" on passing.over a fence he missed liis footing and fell g 
8trikij|g the knee on the corner of an axe inflicting a wound about two M 
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inches long above the patello. The wound was iJressed by a neighbour 
with a piece of ndheyive plaster and healed in a few days. Ten days 
after the injury he complained of violent pain in the wounded part ; he 
could not endure the slightest pressure; much tumefaction, increased 
heat, and the swelling circumscribed. The skin had a polished appear- 
ance though it retained its naturaJ colour; there wa« much con«^titurional 
irritation ; sleeplessness /$ constant tiiirst; appetite. bad ; pulse 98; bowels 
costiv3; tongue furred. 

J. A. was confined to his bed for five days, and had not slept for six 
nights when I was called to attend him at his resi/dence in the township 
of North Gower. On examination I found the infra genual bursa was 
enlarged to an extraordinary size and appeared like a loose bag of 
jelly. 

Treatment. I opened the part freely with an abscess lancet and dis- 
charged about one quart of turbid serum containing some pus and float- 
ing portions of coagulable Iwriph which gave him instant relief. I intro- 
duced a tent into the wound saturated with Tincture of Iodine; next 
morning the lent was removed and gave exit to a pint of fluid containing 
pu s and the synovial fluid of the joint. Ordered a week solution of nitra- 
tis argenti to be i'jjected into the sa,e twice a day. The knee to be ruh- 
ed with Iodine ointment morning ^nd evening. A bandage to be worn 
on the knee and leg, and high wines or strong whisky to be applied ton- 
stanily. This treatment, with an occasional aperient and an anodyne 
each night at bedtime, restored him the use of his limb with the excep- 
tion of a slijjht stifl'ness owing to the thickening of thebursoe mucosae. I 
may remark that no phlegmonous inflmimation arose from so free an in- 
cision into the_bursal enlargement. The bandages, proved particularly 
useful in this case, kept wet with ardent spirits. 

Pressure in this way applied acts very favorably on the bursw and ten- 
dinous sheaths and evidently assists absorption, besides the support Jfjius 
afforded to the joint and of t'le relief from lameness wliicU attends this 
condition of the synovial and bursal textures. 

Rheumatism attaches itself to the bursae of the knee joint by very 
slight' causes. but generally yields to well directed medication. 

|lrt..p||."|ltnmrfes 011 §lliflus iewltttnt itkx. 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir :— I send you a R'w remarks on Bilious Rejnittent Fever, for 
which I ask a pltwie in your invaluable Journal. 
Respectfully yours, 

J. JS. Stewart, M. D. 
Jackson, Tennessee,. Oct. 1853. 

The spring and ^ummerof 1850 were exceedingly dry, and yet even in 
I the **BarreQs" where in the dampest seasons therq^is no surplus of wa- 
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ter, fever prevailed to a very great extent, :hu9 setting aside the doctrine 
which has been tacitly acknowledged by all the older writers fr6m 
HiPPOCEATKS to Watson, SxoKEaand EbI^rle, and by still more modern 
writers, with a few exceptions, to the present time. This year has been 
an exceedingly wet one, and rather cool ; there'has been but little san- 
shine, and yet fever is rife in this region of country, and as usual, I have 
met with the most obstinate cases, in the "barrens." - 

Recently Dr. Mebriz.l has published an article which seems to favour 
the idea that grading, or turning up the subsoil caused fever to prevail 
in Natchezs, and in other places. The great Mobile and Ohio Rail-road 
runs within two and a half miles of my residence, and a great part of it 
has been graded since March and April, and yet there is less disease 
along its track, and in its immediate vicinity, than in any of the sur- 
rounding coiratr/. This, then, counterbalances the evidence brought 
forward by Dr. Merrill. Well may the common people exclaim **who 
shall decide when doctors disagree." Arid let me ask, why should we 
dispute about a matter which can never be clearly ascertained ? 

Where, for instance, does a chill reside when it is absent from the vic- 
tim of its attacks ? JIas it not baffled the researches of physicians in all 
ages and in all times; ahd are we any nearer the point now than Galen 
Sydenham or EscuLAPius were ? Certainly not. All, as I said before, 
admit that a subtle and intangible vapor which has.been termed mias- 
mata, is the primary cause of all fevers. Now, it appears to me that 
error is stamped on the very facfe of this popular doctrine; for if mias- 
mata is capable of producing fever, why is it not capable of perpetuat- 
ing it ? Why is there in intermittent fever a respite of twenty-four, for- 
ty-eight or seventy-two hours? Let us then, no longer grope in error, 
least like Darwi»'s archer in the dark, our random shafts may miss the 
mark. Let us attribute it to its proper aijd legitimate cause — a 
cause as yet unknown. There the matter must rest at least for the pre- 
sent. 



•-•♦• 



Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir.— I take the liberty of forwarding for pnblication in your 
Lancet the brief report ot 9. post' mortem examination I recently attend- 
ed with two other Physicians, and which, at the instance of a friend, it 
was our intention to communicate to a ' Southern Journal. The other 
medical Gentlemen had agreed to meet at my office some weeks ago to 
assist in making out the rejmrt ; but one being at present absent 'at the 
North and the other having overlooked the appointment, I have contilu- 
ded to send you such a report as my memory will permit to me :m'ake — 

, H NO. XLIir. N. S. — VOL. VIII. — NO. II. 4 
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having lost the rough notes taken at the time of making the examina- 
tion. 

y on rs truly, 

W. W. Alexander, M. D. 
Russellville, Jefferson County, Tennessee, Oct. 1868. 

Cast. A few weeks since — Angu?t 18th — at the request of Dr. W. F. 
Helm, the attendinfr physician, in company with Dr. R. P. Mitchell, I 
assistpd in making the post mortem examination of a negro boy aged 
about thirty-five. The autopsy proved highly interestinsr revealing exten- 
sive disease of the heart and lungs. The heart weighed over two pounds 
avoirdupois after the expulsion of the fluids. Softening ind fatty degen- 
eration of the parities of this organ, in addition to a deposit of fat, had ta- 
ken pl«ce within the ventricles, one lump beinsr the size of a walnut. 
The pericardium was filled with serum as also the entire thoracic cavitv. 
The lunes presented a congested appearance and were thickly studded 
with tubercles or rather calculi, and of such hardness that they would 
turn the edge of the knife when it came in contact with them, these tu- 
bercles were of an irregular shape generally oblong with a rather smooth 
surface, varying in size from that of a small shot, to that of a small 
pea. 

1 saw the patient but once previous to his death having been requested 
to meet Dr. MrTCHELL duriner the temporary absence of the attending 
physician ; and at xhf, time we readilv determined' the effusion and thor- 
acic disease. We found the kidneys in a comparatively healthy condition 
althousrh the contrary had been maintain'*d by a snrgeon of some reputa- 
tion. The patient had been treated for disease of the spine a slieht attack 
of paralysis of the lowpr extremiti*»s havinar occurrd. The spinal cord 
was not examined. There is one peculiarity in this case worthy of men- 
tionine it was communicated to me by the master and vouched for by 
the attending physician and i«» in relation to the pulse, which from hav- 
ing been singularly irregular and feeble from the time he was first under 
medical treatment some months before his death — to within a fortnight of 
that event when it became regular and full, and normal in volume and 
frequency. Tlie entire absence of emaciation is another remarkable fea- 
ture in the case ; so perfectly developed did the muscular system remain 
that his appearance did not in the slightest degree indicate the chronic 
character of his disease. His appetite remained good to within a very 
short time of his death. The calculi obtained from the lungs will be sub- 
mitted to chemical analysis. The heart and lungs are preserved. 

The examination was made eighteen hours after death, and occupied 
some three hoars. The liver was comparatively healthy ; its substance 
was not cut into. Another striking peculiarity of this strange anomaly is 
that there was neitlier cough or expectoration sufficient to attract the at- 
tention of the physicians wtio visited the patient. 
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^rt. m^"''^¥ toas tfee matter Mt\ |im"? 

Dr. Nelson. 
Dear Sir: — The last number of your valuable Lancet contains an 
article with the above caption. 

'The case was undoubtedly one of /Jwer ; and when we consider the 
patient's age, viz : 14 years, with the symptoms described — "Pulse quick, 
130 to the minute, without much volume, and pretty easily compressed ; 
tongue dry and covered with a dark brown coat, with feet and legs 
hands and arms cold," I am inclimd to believe the little fellow would 
have stood a belter chance to recovj'j with less depletion. When one 
large bleeding Operated im/avoura62^^ why was it repeated, especially, 
in such a quantity? 

Query — What is "No. vi. ?" The present wrilfer does not exactly re- 
member where in our Pharmacopoeia it may be found. 

A Constant Reader: 

New Hampshire, Oct. 1863. 



Jlrt* ||r-^ast fff ^Utm of t|t |[Mk 

PRODUCING (EDEMA OF THE GLOTTIS AND DEATH. 
By T. C. Finnell, M. D., of New York. 

Owen Geay, a native of Ireland, aged 22 years, arrived in this Country 
sometime in July, 1853. He had recently recovered irom an attack of 
Typhus Fever which had confined hiru to bed for three weeks. At the 
present time, however, he was in the enjoyment of excellent health with 
the exception ol slight pain in the right side of the neck below the angle 
of the jaw. Being unable to procure employment and finding that the 
swelling increased daily he applied for admission to the Emigrant Hos- 
pital. While on his way to the Island he was observed by some of the 
passengers to stagger to one side of the boat, and at the same time ma- 
king violent efforts to vomit ; he did not succeed in discharging anything 
from the stomach, and after struggling violently for some moments he 
became comatose and expired. 

On making an examination of the body, 16 hours after death, I dis- 
covered a largo abscess at the inner side of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus 
muscle ; there was a slight opening externally which communicated with 
the cavity within. On examining the larynx the epiglottis was very 
much thickened from infiltration of its submucous cellular tissue with se- 
rum ; this had evidently been the imrn^dikt-)^ cause of the man's death, 
as no other organ in the body presented any evidence of disease. Had 
the abscess been opened sufiiciently early, it is probable that his life 
would have been saved. 
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Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir/ — I think the singularity of the case I am about to offer, may 
be an apology for its finding a place among the many valuable papers 
publish^ in yoqr Lancet. * 

Oct. 26th 1853. I was called to visit a boy some three years old, who 
had Seen sick about a year as the father informed me. I found the 
little patient much emaciated, with laborious breathing and. occasional 
dyspnoea, pulse about 100 ; abdomen greatly distended, and dull on per- 
cussion; skin dry, though it had occasionally been bathed with profuse 
perspiration. The parents informed me, that the child for two years had 
been troubled at times with pains and tumefaction of the abdomen ; and 
some nine months since a tumou|, reserip^ling prolapsus ani made its ap- 
pearance and grew very fast. This after a few weeks was extirpated by 
means of the ligature, but it soon again grew to the size of a hen's egg ; 
it was likewise removed about six weeks before my , being called, and 
about the time the abdomen be^an to enlarge. Since that period the tu- 
mour of the anus had nearly ceased to grow, but the abdominal walls 
had rapidly extended ; urine very scanty and thickly sedimentitious. 
None seemed ready to diagnose though dissolution seemed inevitable, 
and yet the appetite was voracious, and the digestion and fcecal opera- 
tions seemed quite natural. Five days after date, in company with Dr. 
Hunt and Reese, I held a post-mortem examination ; abdomen contained 
about a pint of water, but the omentum was literally a hard mass of 
adipose matter, vs^rying from a half inch to an inch in thickness, adhe- 
rent to the walls 6/ th« abdomen, stomach and liver, and enclosing the 
rectum below the sigmoid flexure making a diameter of about 4 inches. 
Liver much enlarged, softened, and interspersed with encephaloid tu- 
mours, varying in size from an acorn to a pullet's egg ; the heart and in- 
ner surface of the stomach were normal. The weight of the abnormal mass 
was 11 pounds. Could the nature of the disease have been kno\^n,at its 
incipiency what therapeutical agents would your contributors advise. 
Yours respectfully, 

B. BuRDicK, M. D. 
Delevan, Wisconsin, Nov. 3rd 1863. 
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EXTERNAL SUPPURATION. 
— o — 
Dr. Nei-son.. , 

Dear Sir : — Permit me to give you the notes, from memory, of a case 
that came under my care some twelve months since, and which if you 
think deserving of notice you will be kind enough to publish in your 
tensively circulated Lancet. 



Hi 




A little girl seven years of age, previously healthy, after eating some 
chesnuts complained of pain in the umbilical region. Supposing it to be 
colic resulting from the eating of indigestible food, I administered a ca- 
thartic which operated tardily ; obtaining' no relief I next gave a portion 
of Cttlomel and Rhubarb, at the same time applying warm fomentations 
and mustard poultices over the region of pain. These remedies failing 1 
applied a blister, controlling in the mean time the pain by anodynes. 
Two weeks alter the attack the little patient still continuing in severe pain 
1 requested the attendance of two other physicians, and after a careful 
examination they pronounced the case one of Tabes Mesenterica. Al- 
though I could not coincide in their opinion, I was nevertheless at a loss 
to know what the matter was with my patient. At this stage of the com- 
plaint, the abdomen became hard and tense ; I continued administering 
the anodynes and applied emollient poultices. From three to four weeks 
from the attack, about half a pint of pus was discharged from the umbili- 
cus. The discharge continued for two weeks^ when the abscess closed, 
and the patient slowly regained her former health. 
Respectfully yours, 

Thomas A. Krider, M. D. 

Mount Vernon, Rowan Co., Korth Carolina., 7 
October, 1863. > 



Jlrt. |||||--iiffmntial iiapwsis af^Mumam. 



Translated from the French by the Editor. 



I. Characteristic Signs of Acute Pneumonia and Pleurisy. 

Pneumonia. Pleurisy. 

Fever more or less severe from the Fever generally slight, and nearly 

onset; generally in relation to the always less than the extent of le- 

extent of leaio^, or more severe sion would lead to suspect. 

than the lesion would lead us to 

suppose. 
Crepitant or sub-crepitant rale. No rale. 

Expectoration rusty, orange-colored. Expectoration simply mucous. 

etc., (pathognomonic sign.) 
Dullness generally less marked; — 

elasticity under pressure of finger. 



Bronchial murmur more constant, 
and more superficial. 

Bronchophony, idem. 






Dullness absolute ; no elasticity 

under percussion of finger. 
Bronchial murmur less frequent; 
(jeeper more especially at the 
base. 
' Bronchophony, idem. 



Cough, dyspnGea, agitation, febrile These symptoms less severe, and 
symptoms more aggravated. at times they are very slight. 
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n. Characteristic Symptoms of Acute Pneumonia and Acute Bronchitis. 

Pneumonia. Bronchitis. 

Pain in the side in a part more or Contused pain under the sternum , 



less distant from the sternum, — 

(doubtful sign.) 
Intense fever. 
Crepitant rale posteriorly, and only 

on one -side. 

Obscurity of sound where the abnor- 
mal murmur is h^ard. 



(doubtful sign.) 

Febrile motion moderately intense. 
Sub-crepitant rale at the inferior 

and posterior poruons of the 

chest, on both sides. 
Normal sonorousness of the thorax. 



III. Characteristic Symptoms of Lobular Pneumonia and of intense 
Acute (capillary) Bronchitis. 



Lobular Pneumonia. 
There is less dyspnoea. 
Moderate anxiety. 
Sub-crepitant rale limited to a small 
er extent of the lung. 

IV. Characteristic Symptoms of Pneumonia and dilatation of 
the Bronchii. 



Acute Bronchitis. 
Dyspncea very severe. 
Anxiety very great. 
Sub-crepitant rale dissiminated 
over the whole thorax. 



pneumonia. 
Antecedents : No habitual cough. 



dilatation of the bronchii. 
Antecedents : Habitual or con- 
stant cough. 
At the onset, febrile symptoms more Symptoms at the onset moderately 



or less severe ; chills, vomiting. 

Pain in the side. 

Sputa rusty, orange-coloured, etc. 

The general symptoms are in*relat- 
tion by their intensity with the lo- 
cal symptoms. 



severe; no chills, no vomiting. 
Oppression but no pain in the side. 
Sputa not characteristic. 
The general symptoms are much 

less severe in proportion to the 

local symptoms. 



V. Characteristic Symptoms of Pneumonia and Acute Phthisis. 



Acute Phthisis. 
Dullness, sub-crepitant rale, bron- 
chial murmur under the clavi- 
cles. 



Pneumonia. 

Dullness, crepitant rale, bronchial 
murmur at the posterior part of 
the lung, more especially at its 
base. 

Sputa semi-transparent, rusty, or- 
ange coloured, etc. 

Moderate wasting of the flesh, little Signs of pulmonary consumption ■ 
or no disturbance of bowels, etc. 

[From ''Guide du Medecin Praticien," by Valliex, 2nd Edition, 

1860 Vol. I. page 434. 



Sputa opaque, striated, bloody. 
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Editoeship op "Wolfked Nelson, M. D., of Montreal, C. E. 

The Action of Medicines in the System ; or "On the mode in which The- 
rapeutic Asrents introdnced into the stomach produce their peculiar ef- 
fects on the Animnl Economy." Being the Priz« E^j»av to which the 
M«dic«] Society of London awarded the FothergiMian Gold Medal for 
MDCCCLTf. By Frederick William Headland, B. A., M. P. C. S. L., 
etc. Philadelphia : Lindsay k Blakiston, 1853. 8vo. pp. 560. From 
the Publishers by Express. 

From the fact that this work is **a prize essay," it is ushered into the 
world with the stamp of approbation on its very face, and thus commands 
no ordinary attention. The Autl^or is fully alive to the importance of 
his self-impowd tas!r, and that he is labouring on a subject which has 
engaged the attention of every Medical Practitioner from the very origin 
of our Art, and of late date, especially, several writers of most command- 
ing talents and position in England have treated of the nature and ope- 
ration of medicines. 

At page 14 we find the following, a truism too palpable to admit of 
dispute: **For the proper perfection of medicine as a rational science, 
two things are, in the main, needed ; the first is a right understanding of 
the causes and symptoms of disease ; the second, a correct knowledge of 
the action of medicines ;" but, as if for the malicious purpose of lower- 
ing the pride of the medicos j we are told, a little further, "that it must be 
confessed, that in the understanding of the action of medicines, and of 
their agency in the cure of diseases, we do not so much excel our ances- 
tors." Yet, with commendable zeal and industry, our Author enters up- 
on his task manfully, and his efforts, it can be safely said, will not prove 
devoid of interest and utility, although they cannot supersede the labours 
of Paris, or the more elaborate ones of Christison and. Periera. 

Dr. Headland sets out with this programme: "Let us consider, as it 
were, the history of a remedy from the beginning to the end of its 
course :" and with this view he establishes ten propositions, as the basis 
of his inquiries, and then ranges medicine into four classes, viz : 

I. I{€Binatics ; which B.ct whilst in the blood ; 

II. Jfturotics ; which influence the nerves or nervous centres. 

III. Astringents ; which act on the muscular fibre, etc. 

IV. Eliminatives ; which act upon the glands. 

Each of these classes is subdivided, and the consideration of the differ- 
ent heads occupies 250 pages. 

At page 107 we are informed, with regard to HoBmatics, that "these 
remedies are more efficient than any others that can be selected from 

~ ~ ~ — ~= - ►<^^SK 
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the armory of physic." This is true enough, bat it strikes us that the 
whole armory, large and small guns, should be here placed ; for we are 
not quite satisfied that there is any other medium through which medi- 
cinal agents can be introduced into the animal system, than by means of 
the veins and absorbents. This seems to be admitted by the author 
himself, for at page 106 we have these words : ''Supposing that a medi- 
cine has fairly passed into the blood, and circulates around with it, there 
are now two ways in which it may behave itself." A kind of voluntary 
or discriminating power, would thus appear to be the attribute of medi- 
cinal substances ! It is, however, far easier to cavil and find fault with 
a nomenclature or an arrangement, than it is to substitute a better one 
for it. The writer himself is well aware of the difficulties by which he 
is beset, for he remarks "the action produced in the blood has proved a 
stnmbling-block to the disciples of Hahnemann" as if that was an authori- 
ty to be adduced ; still, with this glaring fact staring them in the face, 
we find said disciples quite alive and merry notwithstanding the "twen- 
ty mortal murders on their crowns" thanks to a most easily gulled pub- 
lic, which, were it not for an innate love of humanity, sfnd a thirst fpr 
science, would little deserve the pains and researches innumerable that 
are daily made for their benefit. Let it be remarked by the way, that 
could they, at least become sensible of their folly, and possess the manli- 
ness to acknowledge it, the number of their victims would be less great, 
and there might arise some hope that these arrant humbugs would soon 
meet with their merited fate, the disdain and contempt of mankind. 

But let us to our more immediate subject : We are most correctly told 
that "attention to diet is of great [vital, it should have been,] import- 
ance in the cure and alleviation of diseases; for, by this means we are 
enabled , within a certain limit, to regulate and control the composition 
of the blood, and through it, the nutrition of the body." Candor 
compels us to confess that the benefits such as they are, which results' 
from the homoeopathic treatment, are attributable solely to the attention 
that is paid to the dietary, and not to the potency of their nonsensical 
globules and infinitesimal potions. 

Of Cod Liver Oil, Dr H. observes : *'Itis also of use in Scrofula, Chron- 
ic Rheumatism, and in cases of emaciation generally. It may prove nu- 
tritive in Diabetes Mellitus, because it is not likely to be converted into 
sugar in the system, whereas in that disorder all kinds of food, (except- 
ing fats and oils are liable to this change. It is an animal oil, and thus 
peculiarly adapted for being digested, absorbed, and assimilated to the 
adipose tissues of the human body." From analogy, we would be dis- 
posed to assume that equal benefit would result, in cases of marasmus, 
from the use of other animal oils and the fat of all fresh meats. **It 
would appear that all absorption of fats is effected by means of ah alkali 
contained in the Pancreatic fluid," as well, we would add, as in that of 
the bile. Indeed, at page 84, our author has these words : *4t may be 
reasonably concluded that the alkali contained in one or both of these 
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fluids is engaged in the saponification and eolation of t^e ctn-ulsilied 
Xats." .This being the case, it is probable that as much good would be 
received from other animal oils, as from that of ij;ie Cod, \p. which the 
proportion of Iodine is so extrernely small thsut little faith can be attribu- 
ted to its agency. At all events the hints here thrown otU may ij^qt ,\>^ 
entirely unworthy of notice. 

Xt is remarked of iJr^ot that **li)ce the other .medicines of jjiis ctMr 
["Special Stimulants,*!] it is not an ejccitor of the heart and circulation. 
Its stimulant action is jstrictly local in its nature." We have found this 
substance to accelerate ihe vascular action, and even to produce flush- 
ing of the face, nnd often much restlessness, although it did not excite 
the uterus. We have often witnessed partial paraphlegia consequent up- 
on its use. It is a useful and potent medicine, and has caused vast in- 
jury in the hands of the ignorant or impa^tient accoucheur, By,the way, 
we beg to observe that^Ergot and opium seem to ^be antagptiistic-»-each 
foiling the action of the other. Under this impresssion we bave adminis- 
tered opium to arrest the great irritability, and constant and .inefllcient 
(grinding) paf9.s produced by the injudicious use of Ergot, but^ although 
tranquility wa,s secured, sleep di<l not ensue. On a couple of occasions 
we have given Ergot tp remove the stupor following jtlje use of opium af- 
ter parturition, with marked efi*ect. 

Even at the rigk of ^having R^;ord*s followers in full cry, upon us, 
with the votaries o/ every new system in loud chorus, we will state un- 
hesitatingly that we fiLilly concur in the following words with reference 
to Mercury in Syphilis : "In cases of primary syphilis, it is by far the 
best medicine with which we are acquainted. It shbuld be used in all 
cases, except where there is deep-rooted scrofula, or a marked debility, 
or a sloughing and irregular condition of.the primary sor&. It should al- 
ways be given in Iritis. In Periostitis and Secondary Eruptions, Iodide 
of Potassium is genejrp-lly preferable." (Page 236.) Our experience leads 
us to go even farther .than I>r^ H., for in the exceptional cases mentioned 
by him we g\ye Calpojel — one grain at night, with half a grain of opium, 
and in chronic cases with a decided scrofulous taint, we conjoin the 
Iodide of J'p.tassium, Under this treatment, our success has t>e^n ^aost 
complete, ngr have we ever been troubled with any of the /U^tressyig 
sequela -which so often occur when the non-mercurial course ip r^gojted 
to. 

We will close our review of this valuable work with a [ew s^ort ex- 
tracts and some remajks on the use of opium. We aye told, at page 
346 and seq : , **Opium sjiould k.e^generally avoided in ^l;>raixi:disorders/' 
We would most empiiii»tically urge a iotal abstinence ffOATi^it in all cere- 
bral affections, . because excitement, at least, anil jxiofe or less in- 
creased vascular action or turgescence obtains in all,^the^e cases, ar^ 
opium will infallibly increase the mischief. It is giyea ,to remove.de- 
J^ pression of spirits caused by anxiety ; febrile symptoms and constipa- 

^ NO. XLI. N. S. — VOL.II VIII. — NO. II. 6 .^^: 
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tion follow, and, not urifrequently, apoplexy is superinduced. It is rath- 
er quaintly remarked that ^'opi'im does not seem to produce quite its 
proper efTeot when comhined with a medicine which causes purging. — 
Thus it is barely possible that the action of opium in causing congestion 
[marlc the admission] cf the brain maybe in part referrible to the in- 
>fluence of those excrcimpntitious matters which it hinders from passing 
out through the intestinal glands." If there was a scintillation of truth 
in this hypothej-is, we should have lots of conge?tion of the brain in all 
occasions of costiveness and inefficient action of the intestinal glands! 
But rhe simple fact is this : — purgatives act as derivatives or revulsives 
from the brain, of course, especially towards the bowels. It is further 
staled that : *'opium is the best internal remedy in all cases of pain and 
nervous irritation, except where contra-indicated by great febrile excite- 
ment, by stomach irritation, or by cerebral congestion. It acts powerfully 
oji children, and should be administered to them very cautiously ^ or not at 
all" Tliere is infinitely more tendency to increased vascular action in 
children than in other subjects, hence the injury is caused by the almost 
constant use of opium in infants, of whom thousands are annually de- 
prived of life by this drug, and its various preparations. Yet, we are 
free to admit, that when there is considerable irritation of the bowehy 
with diarrhosa, and especially when it assumes the chronic form, no 
medicine is so useful as very small, but often repeated, doses of opium. 

We shall close this article by saying that we do not know where the 
Medical Practitioner could more profitably spend a dollar and a half 
than in the purchase of this book. 



A Treatise on Operative Opthalnric Surgerv. By H. Haynes Walton, 
Fellow of the Roval Golh'ge of Surgeons in England ; Surgeon to the 
Central London Opthnlmic Hospital, and Assistant Surtr'^on to St. Ma- 
ry's Hospiial. .First American from the First London Edition. Illus- 
trated by 169 Engravings on Wood. Edited by S. Litfell, M. D., Au- 
thor of a M'inual on Diseases of the Eye; Surgeon to WilN Hospital, 
etc. Philad<dphia : Lindsay & Blakiston, 1853. 8vo. pp. 699. From 
the Publishers by Express. 

This is a very comprehensive work, and manifestly that of a man who 
has been engaged in the practice of opthalmic surgery for many years, 
and who has enjoyed unrivalled opportunities for studying and exercis- 
ing that peculiar branch of Science. It is only those that make of this 
department a specialty who can acquire complete tact and address in 
manipulation ; yet, we are bound to assert, and deem it our duty to do 
so, that there are oculists (and aurists too) and their name is legion, who 
are mere pretenders and dabblers in science. In every, dimness of vision, 
or diminutoin of acuteness of hearing, they discover some profound 
lesion, assume mysterious airs, and portend dire results if they take not 
hold of the case forthwith. They too often succeed in terrifying people 
out of their propriety, mulcting them in no small amount, and not seldom, 
by their officious meddling, pretending and promising a vast deal — they 
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acheive immeasurable mischief. It would be well that the above truths 
were generally known by ll»u nublic, wlio alone sulfiM-; iriucli misery 
would be avoided, and no Mnall amount ol odium removed IVom the Med- 
ical Profession, which is too often made to bear the sins of unworliiy 
members, which are visited on the truly deserving:. 

The really scientific man is cautious in Ids duignosis. chary in his 
promises, but even coucientiously vij^nlant in the use of the means ibr 
the benefit or his patient. Whilst his profession places within his reach 
the means of subsistence, he is actuated by a nobler aim than the mere 
love of pelf — his sweetest rt'flection is, that he strives to do good, be- 
yond the mere object of attaining wealth ; if he fails in liis virtuous act 
he still enjoys the consolation of having performed his part. 

The first Cliapter is ou the use ol Chloroform, which, the author asserts 
with great truth, is of infinite advantage to the Surgeon and his patient, 
by making of the latter a passive agent, whilst the system is saved Jrjin 
the effects of the shock which always follows a painiul operation. He 
states that '^inexpjrienced and careful hands; cldjrolorm is attended with 
very little danger, and is so manageable that there is no kind ot consti- 
tution which really forbids its use in moderation. Even when the heart 
is diseased, as well as the lungs, I have resorted to it, and when tlie sys- 
tem has been so enfeebled that without its influence tiie patient would 
most probablv have sunk under the sutl'ering caused by the severity of 
the surgical operation." 'The chloroform should be barely diluted at 
the commencement of the inhalation ; that its strength be gradually in- 
creased by a diminution \n the su])ply of air; that as soon as thj breath- 
ing becomes steriorous, the inhalation is to be slopped or snspendi-d." *'No 
non-professional person, or one who has not previously acquired some 
practical ucquaintance with its peculiarities, should be allowed to su- 
perintend its inhalation." '*Cl:loro:orm may be admini^lered to jjcrsons 
of all ages, from a lew months, or weeks old, to extreme old age." The 
importance of the above remarks justifies the transcribing of ihetn, whilst 
they give the reader a pretty correct idea of soundness of judgement of 
Dr. VValton on practical ])C)ints. 

The Chapter on Injuries ol the Eye is particularly valuable. He re- 
marks — in coincidence with Dr. Jacou — "that the attempt to describe 
inllammation as isoluted or confined to particular structures, has not by 
any means ]noved serviceable ; lor we find in practice that these dis- 
tinctions vanish, and we discover only a progressive infiammation of the 
whole organ." lie is cautious in the use of the lancet, and very correctly 
observes that; ''in routine practice very few inflamed eyes escape the ap- 
plication of two or three leeches; in the robust, such practice is insignifi- 
cant, while in the debilitated, it is woite than unnecessary." 

The ibllowing observation should be borne in mind : ''that destructive 
ulceration, or abscess of the corea from slight inj.iiry, is uniformly accom- 
panied by derangement of the digestive, assimilatirjg, and nutritive func- 
tions, almost uniformly taking place in aged persons of feebie frame, or 
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in on unhealthy state of the body induced by excesses in diet, and i* !j 

younger persons who are impertectly nocirjshed." Our author is not as j" 

partial as most writers to the free use of mercury, and cites a case, which* !• 

under a little close dissecting, would tell quite a^ much against as in j! 

favor ^ his own prAcfiie.- The Hydrargyrum cum crefa in small doses ;; 

is his favorite medicine. He states that the "poten<;]^ and manageableness ; 

of this form of the drug cannot be imagined by those Wtjo haVe not used ., 

it;" and he. especially recommends it in syphilitic iritis.' He is not in- jj 

clined to the use of blisters and would support the ^'fashion" 6f prescrib- i 

ing them not larger than half an inch in diameter! Abundant practice '| 

has led us to the use, aye, the repeated use oi large blisters in acute op- j| 

thalmitis, as well as chronic, and with the most satisfactory re»uHs. j: 

Every practicing Surgeon should carefully peruse the chapter 6u For- i| 

iegn bodies in the Eye. It is the most practical in the whole work, aiid, j 

in our opinion, the safest guide we could possess in these often difft-, j 

cult, doubtful, and ambiguous cases; the cause overlooked and always || 

In action the eye is often irratrieVably lost. ■; 

We were struck and delf^^hted witt5f the views taken of ^'obstruction of :j 

the Lachrymal tube — they so perfectly coincide with our own, founded If 

on coYisi^terable practice, and after much consideration. The author j 

says : "I regard this disease as generally, ^we would almost say, uniform- j' 

ly,] of scrofulous origin ; for not ohly does the state of the patient's health I' 

frequently declare the facf, but the loCal nfia'iiifestations of struma are i; 
very often co-existent." Further on he says ; "the treatment of obstruct- 
ed tube, after the reduction of acute symptoms,' is twofold. Constitu- 
tional mkans afe required to conquer the cause of the lodal disease ; and 

some ihechanical measure is demanded to dilate the narrowed channel, or Ij 

open it when completely occluded" (The italics are ours.) We can state jj 

from considerable experience that if the constitutional treatment is cor- jj 

rect, and perset^ered in for a length of time, the passage Will, in the great 'i 

majority of instances become pervious — the deposits or thickening will |i 

be absorbed, and if there is adhesion, the result of suppuration, the parts J 

will return to their normal condition. Several cases are narrated where i 

perfect cure resnlted froiVi change of climafe,'aryd consequent change of ;j 

diet, habJts,' 6fc., thus illustrating the constitutional origin of the dis- j; 

ea^e; ;| 

The chapter oh Ntevus is exceedingly interesting. In the section on An- jj 

j eurism by anastomosis there is related, a" very singular case of a child, .'j 

four months old, whose right eye was nearly pushed out of the orbit by l! 

one of these vascular tumours. The Carotid artery was tied, and in a jl 

short time the cure was complete, the eye having retreated into its na- j: 

j tural pj/sitjon.' Chloroform was employed during the operation. |. 

The remarks on Strabismus are olear and practical, and by far the 
|> most satisfactory of any we have hitherto met with on that subject. The 
; same may justly be said of the chapter on Tumours, in which it is clearly 
M pointed out that in the great majority ol cases, these lesions are merely typ- 
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i icalof he state of the constitution ; a fact in opthalmic smgery too often lost 
sight of ; the treatment becomes empirical — a mere routine, which seldoni 
fails tcf aggravate the local ticinplaim, by arousing into more fierce action 

! the original source of the disorclei. At page 322 the author observes: 
"The general results of operations about the orbit for the removal of tu- 
mours, is much more favourable than might be anticipated from their pecu- 

; liar locality and close proximity to the brain ;" yet he rightlyj-dcknowledges 

! that they are by no means devoid of danger. He most judiciously makes 
use of the following words : "To guard against an unsuccessful result 

I from operations in these diseases, the utmost vigilance must be bestow- 

' ed on the preparatory and after treatment of the pkfienl ; and an essen- 

I tial part of the latter is perfect rest of the body and eye, which latter 
should be kept closed for many days." This' chapter is perhaps one of 

1 »he most valuable and interesting in the whole volume, and abundant- 
ly interspersed with cases confirmatory of the author's views and sug- 
gestions. 

The Doctor enters at some length upon the pathology of the protrusion 
oftheeyein certain an^fimic Cases, and, in our opinion, very correctly 
attributes the prominence of the oigan to the effud<^ri in the cellular 
sheath. Other writers would ascribe it to a varicose stale of the opthal- 
mic veins, and singularly enough. Urge in proof of this view the subsiding 
— rather sirdting — of the eye, in proportion as the general health is im- 
proved. Now, it appears more in" harmony with pathological deductions 
to attribute the diminution of the protonence to restored health, where- 
by the effusion receives an effectual check, and absorption removes the 
collection. Every one knows how difficult it is to reduce varicose veins 
to their normal state. General tonicity Would hardly accomplish it. An 

j enlarged, and in our opinion, very philosophical view is taken of this 
important subject by the author. 

Chap. XV — on the ''Removal of Opacifies of the Cornea by operation," 
is particularly interesting. We are pleased with the author's opinions 
in relation to the operation on the cornea for the removal of opacities 
either by slicing with the knife, caustic, or otherwise. We most cordial- 
ly concur in his remark : *'I must warn those who are unaware of the 
almost incredible manner in which the cornea is capable of clearing by 
the natural process, not to attempt the removal of an opaque surface, so 
long as there is still evidence of inflaraniation remaining; for, with few 
exceptions, so long as minute vessels traverse its substance, the power 
of nature may remove, or greatly reduce the opacity, and the process of 
restoration may continue for .months, and even years, after their disap- 
pearance." The powers of nature should be aided by such means sis 
promote absorption, both locally and generally. Alteratives — especially 
mercuiy, to the extent of slightly alfocting the gums; escharotic applica- 
tions to Ihe lids and temple should, at ihe same time, be put into requis- 
ition, and from considerable experience, we would recommend for this 

^ latter purpose the Tini'twe of tidine, as being the most elfectuaK By per- 
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severance in such measures, we have,-after the acute form of the disease 
has been removed, caused the disappearance of very large spots. But 
where the constitution is good, if the treatment of the primary affection 
has been sufficLentl> active, the deposits will not occur, or if they do, will 
by reason of the course adopted, be most easily removed. We have seen 
sad work produced by the use of caustic — the sight of many eyes has 
been destroyed by the incessant irritation that has been kept up. Instead 
of promoting absorption, the inflimmution has been not only maintained 
but increased, and has produced an augmented effusion of lymph. Yea, if 
dame nature were let alone and not thwarted by "meddlesome surgery" 
there would be far fewer victims of injudicious zeal and misapplied ef- 
forts. Let the pr:\ctitioner treasure these beautiful words in his memory : 
"There is lio better established facit in optha]irtic medicine, than that 
opacity will become less, or be entirely removed, long after all trace of 
redness of the cornea has passed away." 

The Chapter on Cataract extends over nearly 100 pages, every one of 
wiiich is replete with the soundest principles and practice. We shall not 
attempt an analysis of that which cannot well be condensed ; one re- 
mark, however, is so very valuable that we cannot help transcribing it, as 
a proof of the extensive and truly philosophic views the author entertains 
on all subjects that come under his observation :• 

"The white and rather coated tongue of the aged, should not be mista- 
ken for a symptom of unhealthiness ; in the old this organ is not so ready 
an index of the state of health as in early years ; attention should there- 
fore be p lid to the urine, the deposition of uric acid, or of the urate of 
ammonia, being a sure indication of dyspepsia, or excess of nitrogenized 
food, or of fever, and that of phosphatic or of the triple-pho?phate of the 
opposite states of prostration and nervous deprt;ssion. The abdominal 
evacuation slioiild be examim^l lor evidence of the hepatic state, and for 
infornuition respecting the digestion of food, particularly in the aged, be- 
causH! it is in them that these lunctions are most at fault, and all kind of 
operations less suecesslul. 

Thti XlXih.- chapter on Milignant affections of the Eye is very import- 
ant. The author says : "The injmon-e importance of an accurate diag- 
nosis, and the necessity of having clear views of the nature of the disease 
have induced me to bring lorward all the information which appears cal- 
culated to elucidate the subject;" and right well has he performed his self 
imposed ta>k. 

Dr. LiTTELLi, the American Editor, has appended a most sensible and 
valuable note to the end of this chapter. We would beg most earnestly of 
the knights ol the scalpel v/ho by its instrumentality, conceive that they 
can extirpate cancer and Cuje their patient, to "read ponder and inward- 
ly digest" the important facts that are so ably exposed in this part of the 
work. 

The twenty-first and last chapter treats of the extirpation of the eye 
ball. It is ol necessity very concise, seeing that the diseases that lead to 
this awful result had been duly noticed before. 

We fear not to say that E)r. Walton has contributed a work to jlie ad- 
vancement of the Profession, wliich has not for many years been surpass- 
ed in ust'fidness. It is well written, and elegantly printed,rand no medical 
man who appreciates sound knowledge on the diseast^s ol the eye, should 
be without it. 



l-d 



(^jirit0rial gtprtment. 



:>{*(a«^3^tr5)»>: 



TRUTH WITHOUT FEAR, 

PLATTSBURGH, (New York ;) NOVEMBER, 1853. 



©ptl^almit Snutrg. 



We direct the attention ol our Readers to the Announcement of Dr. 
Stephenson, who is devoting his energies and acquirements very success- 
fully to that much neglected department of Medicine — the Diseases of 
the Eye. On a former occasion we alluded to this Course of Lectures 
and were well satisfied with the ahilities of the Lecturer; and our fa- 
vourable opinion is the more strengthened by the following testimonial 
from the Class of 1852-3. The Doctor will please accept our wishes for 
his continued success : — 

"Dr. Stephenson. 

DfarSir: — The undersigned, for and in behalf of the Members of 
your Opthalmic Class, feelin;^ ourselves under obligations of gratitude to 
you, dear Sir, for your faithful, minute, and truly practical course of lec- 
tures on Opthalmic Medicine and Surgery, together with your highly in- 
teresting demonstrations of the Anatomy, Physiology and Pathology of 
the Eye, delivered during the past winter, CHnnot allow it to close with- 
out tendering you, very respectfully, our sincere and unfeigned thanks 
and well wishes. 

And we would further say that we can fully endorse the resolntions of 
the previous Class. 

Alfred Cook, M. D. 

James B. Minturn, A. B. 

R. G. Jameson, Surgeon, Ed. Col. 

New York, March 1st, 1863." 

< > <»- .^ 

gfftraentarg |ist0rg d |[eto ^axt 

We take much pleasure in expressing our obligations to Hon. Henry 
S. Randall, Secretary of Slate, for his kindness in addressing ns the 
Quarto Edition of the Documentary History of this State by E. B. O'Cal- 
laghan, formerly of Montreal, and now residing in Albany This is a 
work of great research, and will be a lasting monument to the industry 
of the Doctor who had to familiarise himself with the Dutch Language 
ir* order to give correct translations, of the public documents which em- 
anated from the original settl'»rs along the Hudson River. This edition 
consists of four large beautiful volumes issued in a style corresponding 
with that most splendid work, the Natural History of the State of New 
York also published by order of our Legislature. 



il We regret much that the crowded state of our pages compels us to 
i postpone to the December Number of the Lancet the publication of Pro- 
® fessor Draper's most important and forcible ''Appeal to the Slate of New 
M York to legalize the Dissection of tUe Dead," being the subject of the In- 
>.fe^^^ ~ ■ " — rr^---rr-r:^ 
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trodnctory Lecture to the Winter Session of 1863^4 of the University of 
New York. The snbject is one of vital moment to the Profession not on- 
ly of this, but of every State in the Union ; and the able aad thorough 
manner with which the distinguished Professor of Chemistry has por- 
trayed the follies of the ])reseMt law and the glaring injustice done the 
Profession will cause his Lecture to be extensively read and deeply ap- 
preciated. 



|l Sfflite ftm 6Ili Wix^im. 



The able and honest Editor of the Stethoscope and Virginia Medical Ga- 
zette, in the October Number of his Journal, in speaking of the advan- 
tages offered by the City of New York to the Medical Student, holds the 
following truthful language :-r 

**The advantages held out by the great commercial metropolis of this 
continent to the medical student, whether he is an undergraduate or not, 
do not seem to be appreciated in the South. It is very customary for 
Southern graduates^ before they enter upon their candidacy for practice, 
to go to Philadelphia for a double dub of M. D., or4o Paris for what they 
call the "Hospital Advantages." We are quite sure that ignorance of 
the facilities afforded in the great City of New York for prosecuting med- 
ical studies, even down to the most uncommon specialities, prevents hun- 
dreds from' annually availing themselves of them. , We have had the most 
ample oportunilies of visiting the almost innumerable hospitals, clini- 
ques, dispensaries, public and private lecture rooms and other places of 
instruction, and we unhesitatingly declare that New York city is not only 
the most extensive theatre.for medical study on tlws continent, but that 
it affords facilities to the student and to the rusty practitioner hardly ex- 
celled by any of the European cities." 

Wo commend the above quotation to the attention of our So<ithera 
Friends. There is not a word which, from personal knowledge, we can- 
not fully endorse. New York City with her immense population, her 
Hospitals, her Dispensaries, her Colleges, Cliniques, her able faculty, etc., 
is fast becoming, and, in the nature of things, must soon pe the centre of 
Medical Education. 



— o — 

We have long been in the habit of recording very briefly the many inter- 
etsing facts and new additions daily made to theMedical and Coltateral 
Sciences and which are found scattered in the numerous American and 
Foreign MedicalJournals, We shall soon complete our index for the cur- 
rent year, and in the January or'l^'ebruary Number of the Lancet we will 
commence its publication premising, that the two or three pages devoted 
in each Number to this subject will contain an amount and variety of in- 
formation that, can in no other way be collected save by the use of an 
Index Rerum. Thereare various kinds of these books in the market ; but 
none are paged and lettered to suit Medical subjects; we have devised a 
plan, which, although covering several hundred ■ pages, .^orms a most 
complete Encyclopedia of every subject that can possiljly fall under the 
domain of Medicine. 
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REPORTED FOR NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET, 

By T. a. GREGORY, M D. 

LECTURE XXXV[. 

Anaemia in a nnarried womnn, aj>;ed 30 years, the mother of Tour child- 
ren, with incipient anasarca, the result orpjofus < flooding dnringa mis- 
carriage three months since.— Frequent desire to p:iss \v:U< r in a married 
worn* n, 27 years oCaaB. — Hysteria from defectiv»» m' m truation in a 
widow woman a«?ed 29 years, the moMier of two children.— Abscess n 
the neck of a chihl, twoyear^ of age. — Facial Hemiplegia in an infant 
10 days oUJ. — Venejealchancres in a woman 24 years of age. — Gesta- 
tion six monihi advanced complicated with Phthisis Puhnonali-, in 
a young married woman, aged 20'year3. Do.^s Pregnancy exercise 
any influence in controlling eitlier the devel.jpmeni, or progress of 
Phthisis Pulmonalis? 

Anaemia in a married woman, aged 30 years, the mother of 'four 
children, with incipient anasarca, the restilt of profuse flooding du- 
ring a miscairiage three months since. Mrs.-R., aged 80 years, mar- 
ried, labours under great exhaustion, with a yellowis-h pallor of coun- 
tenance, incipient anasarca, together with the oiher gt neral symptoms 
characterizing an anaemic condition of the economy. How long, Mad- 
am, since your health began to decline? I have been gradually losing 
my health. Sir, for the past three monrhs. Previous to that time, what was 
the state of your health? It was very good, Sir ; I had'no reast.n to 
complain, and I could atcend to my work without any tl-ouble. Do you 
know my good woman, what caused your health to give way three 
months ago ? I had, Sir, at that time a miscarriage, and I flooded' sO' 
rmich r thought i would have died. Alter the flooding, had you much 
head-ache ? Oh ! Sir, I was almost distracted with my hea(! — and they 
said my brain was inflamed. Did the light aflect you, and increase 
your head-ache ? Yes, Sir, I was obliged to keep my room dare, I suf- 
fered so much from the light. When did your limbs begin to swell ? — 
About six weeks after my miscarriage. Sir. Are you much troubled 
with dizziness and pal{)iration of the heart? Yes, Sir; I have swim- 
ming in my head, and a groat deal o( beating about my heart. The case 
before you. Gentlemen, is one ofgreat interest, for several reasons, and 
presents ivvo or three features, which are full of practical import.—* 
There is no doubt that this |)atient is labouring under Anoimia^ a term 
derived from two Greek words a privative and aima blood, which mean 
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literally' ji tltficitMit qiiMntity of the circnlHiiiifj fluid, or a blooclUiSs con- 
dition of system. Yoi; will o!>serve that ik is wennan, wlio#c lifaltli \a 
now so leel^)*', datt?^ l{ef suirt*rinii«, and very truly so, from a miisearrijige 
which occtinvcj.tliree months siiutt-., nccQiJipanii'il with profnse losjios of 
blood. The rt'nn9'ua4 Ipss^fOf l^loocj !!« undoiibtfdly t|i(» orr-iinal source of 
her present trouble?, and will fplly explain the various morbid phenom- 
ena, which are ?o di«lih<?'flv nnu.Uefl in her case, viz: Ist. The- ^^ real ex- 

.1 ' . . jl 

hnnstion ; 21. The intense hpad-n(j,|je, \viih iiuoierauqe ofli^ht; ^d. tj 

The icterotlu paMor ofcountenaiice; 4th. Tlie vertigo and palpitation o-f .1 

the heart; •')lh. The incipient anasprca. Allow me here, lor the instant,' 1 

tq dwell with special emphasis ou one of llit-se phenomeTia resulting from I 

loss of blood — I mean the cephalalgia wifh intolerance of light ; it is a fea- jj 

lure, C9.nn{M2ted with exhausting hemorrhages in q,vi.7,y way; worthy of ji 

y9«r consic^eraiion. An error in diagnosis on tlii.5 subject will be at too j 

heivy acost,;ai>d you must, therefore, exercise in stjch cases a careful i 

judgement in. order tiiat the truth may be develop< d. This woman in- j = 

forms us that o,vie q^ her prominent troubles was intense pain In the head i 

with intolerance of .lliyHr, These are two of the !«ymptoms ofinflHinma- V 

tion of the brain, and yqvi>1iave heard her statement ihat, in her case, :< 

these symptoms wec^, rje|erred»to inflammation of that organ. This i3 a' !, 

very cammcm mistake in prnciire,fand couplrd with it is another, that -of [j 

t^nfonnding tlie palpitation, the RiAiple result of loss of blood, with the '» 

l^alpltaiion the eflec.tof organic disekse of the heart. You see, therrfore, Ij 

111 iUe case beldre. us anoiJiiir exeiapIlIieatioM of the fact, To which your r 

' attentipn has bpen so ol)e.ii directed, that symjitoms withotit ihtir delined j, 

meastM'e of value are false lights^ ^and often tend, so far as iheapplica- .| 

tion pf remedies is concerned, to disastroi:-s results. If, through an erro- 1: 

neous (diagnosis, ihi' patient had. been treated for ;;/*;ejn7/.«, she would 'I 

hjavvj djpd by the very hand that was »;aised to save her! Nothing is \'> 

^ lyipiti com n^ on than this inlenst; he/\d-ache, and' jiulpilation of the heart !; 

iri j),uerper^l women, wIk» ha ve -suHered fjotn seve*«.* hemorrhages. These 1| 

two syipptoms will yield as soon as the waslij is re^^aired — and they re- '■ 

quire, tliereJbre, tonic instead of depleting remedies. Let us now turn to ;i 

another feature in this case, and see whether we .can saiisficlorily ex- |; 

.plain its.jtriie origin — the incipient anasarca,^ A few years since, the doc- 

trin(j, prevailed that certair) forms of dropsy were traceable to an ini- 

f?ovori^sh^'d.co'mlitioM of the blood. Thi.s, lioweye»jjWas too general and 

vigue; there xi^iis an absence of application about it so. essential to the 

ipra<eiilionerir!^Ifi'< just appreciation of ni^rhid action. An im|)Oveii^hed 

cond/lion of th^ 'blood may rntran too rn.'wjk, or it nmj, mean to lisile-j <le- 

peiK^liug upon the particular interpretations whichjnay ^^)e upon i.t.; and. 



!.i 



uiide 



«uo cn-cutu-ft-Aru-'es, without a more pVe^-ise,niKlerslai^<|ing ol the 



term, ('an it lead to salutary results firher in ciiMgn^osi^ or treatment. — ^^ i 

AxDRAf.,' In !ji^ a<ln'iiral>le essay on Jleeriiatology, very^ significantly re.-^ j| 

marks, tl«i4-r the. blood jiiay become impoverish.^d by the loss of its^duji i, 

qu. I miry of /iLr.in, feili globulis, or albumen. In either of these three /« 
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cities, Uie blood will U:\vb lo"?t Us^ richnejss, JBnt, he ndds, does each of 
tliese cronditions lead tt» diopsical flTusions ? The answer to ihis oues- 
li*>h i:*, til It ihj diinliiutioii eilhw»rofthe fibrin or rod ylobules of the 
blood does not neces«arily induce draf).«y ; and, moreover, when serons 
effufsionsiDcciir siinultHiieously with the loss of either of these element :«» 
ihey do so as exceptions, and may he ascribed ip other ciicum:<tance!i. 
The. true impoverisliment of the bloo<l, which lead-* to dropsy is tliatcon* 
ditiort of the fluid, in which it Is di^prived of its albumen. This was the 
opinion advanced by Axdrat, ; bnt, perhaps, he did not go far enonjih, 
for he maintained that the blood could be deprived of its allmmi'n ordy 
through .the kidney; or, in other words, as a consequence of a/6uwini*,- 

ria. The fact that the albumen of the blood becomes diminished in' 

«j ft 

dropsies following Bright's disease of the kidney had previously been 
ascertained by Christison, Burrows and others. It was left for Becque- 
RKL and RoDiER not only to confirm the views of Andral as to the con- 
riectiqn between certain forms of dropsy and the loss o( albumen in the 
blood, but they al«o, if their researches should be sustained by future ob- 
servation, have shown thnt this diminution of ulbuirien may opc^ir Irre- 
spectively o^ nlbuminuria . In their tnemoir presented to the Acadamy of 
Medicine in 1850, they ofler the followirjg as the results of their Investi- 
gations on this subject : 

1st. In the same manner that there exists an antemia through a diminu- 
tion of the rei! globules, we ought also to admit a peculi'ir pathological 
state characterised by a diminution of the albumen. 

2d. This dimintitlon of albiimen tnay be produciMl in a rapid manner, 
and is then accosnpanied with pallor, jcterode liue of the face, great der 
bllity, and especially anasarca, without albimiinuria. 

3d. A large number of acute dropsies, still regarded as essential, should 
nianifi*"*tly be attributed to this pathological slate. 

. 4ih. The diminution of albumen in the blood may develope itself f-low- 
ly ; it then constitutes a chronic pathological condition, cha^acterised by 
par;t,icu!ar symptoms, such as pallor, vvith an icierode colour of the face, 
extreme debility; and finally, general dropsy more or less intense, with- 
out albuminuria. ; 

,$t,h. X 'i<<* g'"^''t^'r P'*^*' ^m^® ^'''*^P=^^^^» formerly regarded as essential 
and passive, belong to ifie j;reeeding class. ^ 

6ih. The diminution of albumen in the blood is completely independ- 
ent of the numerical amount of the^red globules. These two alterations 
in the blood, however, exist very ofi^n together, and it is sometimes the 
one, and someijme.s the other, which nred.'»ininates. 

7th. The diminuiion of the red globules is altogether incapable of pro- 
ducing dropsy, unless there be at the saitie time a loss of albumen. 

8ih. Tlie causfs capable of producing a diminution of albumen are in- 
sufficient food, profuse sangiiinrous loises, proli'^cled diiurhoJ ', paludal , 
poison, etc. 
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9th. Tlie same effects are produced under the influence of organic dis- 
ease.*, snoli as an aflVcfion of the heart, Bright's disease of the kidney, 
eonstitiiling a veritnble Cachexy. 

lOih. The pathological state to which in general is given the name 
cachexy is nothing el.-c than a comhinaiion of symptoms, which result 
(Vom a diminution oraihnmen conntctrd or not with a certain loss of flic 
red globtiU's. The first of these causes explains those dro[)sies which 
are so frequent, acc'bmpantcd with discolouration of the skin, and the 
prolound i'xh:iustioii of the patient. The second explains the cardiac and 
vascular bruits de souffle, the dyspnoea , palpitation, etc. 

11 fh. The preceding dislinclions exercise a great influence and should 
be well considered in the diagnbsis, prognosis, and treatment of these 
dropsies. 

The above conclusions, arrived at by Becquerei. and Rodikr are but 
additional eviilences of sound progress, and they give strength to the lan- 
guage I used lo you some tin>e since "thai physiology and chemistry are 
last revealing a new basis for the treatment of disease — tho'jghtis now in 
the right direction, and a bright future is now at hand. In less than ten 
yeais, therapeutics will have received a new ch iracter— ^the practice of 
medicine will be more certain, because its principles, through the inves- 
tigations ofihe cliemistand pliysiologist, will have become consecrated as 
so snany unerring d/viiloprnents of truth." If the researches ofihese ob- 
servers prove anything, they prove a very substantial and important fact 
viz. — that there are two forms of 077<c/Mi\7, one dej)endent on the loss of 
red-globules in ihe blood,as in chlorisis; tht3 other, dependent on the lo s 
of albumen, su'jh, for example as in the exhaustion following profuse san- 
guineous losses, an impoverished diet, etc. In order that you rnay fully 
appreciate the importance of a just distinciion between these two forms, 
if I may so caH them, of blood -lessncfiSj it is only necessary to observe that 
without this distiuctio'i, ViU can hive no raiionil h)pB of applying the 
appropriate remedy. If you dt^sire tlie i)roorof tliis, it will be afl^irdeil 
you in the essential truth that in the anaemia resuliing from the loss of 
red globules, iron is the remedy. In the anosmia^ on llie contrary, de- 
pendent on the loss of albumen, iron has no remedial effect whatever. 
Again, in chlorosis, quinine is a perftctly negative remedy — whilst, in 
t'lo other form of auiEmia, it is heroic in its results. 

Treatment. The practical influence to be deduced from the remarks 
we have made in reference to the ditferent pathological conditions con- 
nected with these two characters of «w<pw/a is simply this — that their 
sucessful treatment must necessarily de[)end u[)on an accurate diagnos- 
is, and a due consiKieration of the cause. In the case before us, for in- 
stance, there can be no doubt as to t!ie starting point of the derangement 
under which t'his patient labours — it was the profuse hemorrhage cou- 
sequt'nt ni)un the miscaniiige ; and the anasarca is the etit-ct of the albu- 
men in the blood conseqiliuU on the iiemorrh.ige. The eliiiSion here is 
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not of the acate form — it is, on the contrary, chronic nnd asthenic. The ob- 
vious indication is to remove this tendency to general dropsy by doing all 
that Science will enable us to accomplish with a view of restoring to 
the blood its lost albumen. With this object, therefore, I shall recom- 
mend the following course to be pursued : 

R. Snlphat QninisB 5^«; 

Pulv. Rhei S'. Divide in chartulas xxx. 

One of the powders to be taken twice a day ; the diet to be nutritious, 

consisting of animal broths, and succulent meat?, with half a pint of 

porter daily; to which should be added pure country air, and exercise 

without fatigue. 

The chronic dropsies, which are so frequently observed to accompany 
wasting diseases, such as carcinoma of the uterus, etc., and which are , 
also, often consequent upon undue lactation, may be classed under that 
form of anoBmia, which results from a loss of albumen in the blood. How 
else are we to account for these affections, especially in cases in which 
there is no obstruction to the circulation either from the pressure of tu- 
mours, disease of the heart, liver, etc ? 

Frequent desire to pass water in a married woman 27 years of 
age. Mrs. 0., aged 27 years, married, the mother of three children, the 
youngest four months old, complains of much uneasiness about the blad- 
der, and says she feels the necessity of passing water as often as 20 times 
during the day and night, but is able to evacuate only a small quantity 
at each time. How long. Madam, have you suffered from this irritation 
of the bladder ? I have been troubled with it. Sir, ever since the birth of 
my last child. Was your last labour a difficult one ? Yes Sir ; I was in 
1 abour for four da;s, and suff^-red very much ! This case, Gentlemen, is 
one of interest, and happily on& which is within the control of remedies. 
It is an affection of extreme annoyance, and when you encounter it in 
practice, it will be your duty, before attempting any treatment, to ascer- 
tain its true cause and nature. Irritation of the bladder will arise from 
various conditions of the system, and hence the necessity of an accurate 
judgement. I have examined this patient per vaginam^ and on pressing 
my finger gently against the neck of the bladder, and along the course of 
the urethra, I find there is much tenderness, accompanied with a muco- 
purulent discharge from the urethra. From these facts it is manifest 
that the frequent desire to pass water is the result of inflammation of the 
urethra and neck of the bladder— and I have no doubt that the in- 
flammation of these parts has been produced by the severity of the la- 
bour. It is not, in cases of difficult parturition, unusual for the patient 
to experience trouble about the bladder, such as incontmence of urine 
from partial or complete paralysis of the sphincter, a frequent desire to 
micturate from irritation, inflammation, etc. 

Treatment. One syringe full of the following in jectlon should be thrown 
'nto the urethra once in two or three days, and repeated at this interval 
as often as may be necessary ; 
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R. Nitrat nrsjenti Qij ; 

AqucB di:tmat.§iv. Ft. Sq\\ 
You neeH bave no apprehensions as to the use of the nitratis argenti in 
these cases — I often have recourse loir, nnd with rf^cided beneHt. In 
nddiiion to the injection, the patient should put the contents of one of tlie 
following papers into half a pint of boiling water — let an infusion be 
made, and the half pint should be taken cold in divided doses during the 
day. 

R. Fol. Diosma Crinata '^xx. Divide in chartnlas x. 

Hysteria from ddlactiye menstruation in a widow woman, aged 
29 years, the mother of two children. Mrs. Rachel M., widow , 
aged 29 years, the mother of two children the youngest six years old, 
who?e case was reported in the Se ptember Number of ihp Lancet, return- 
ed to day-, ami reported herself much improved in heulrh. This rase. 
Gentlemen, you will remember was one of Hysteria, which we attributed 
to defective menstruation. The hyst^*ric paroxysms we regarded merely 
as resu Us, and directed our attention, in the treatment, to the restora- 
tion of the men-trual function to its normal standard. The paUent was 
regular as to time, but defe(i<tive as to quantity. If you will turn to your 
note-book?, you will see what was said, and the treatment ordere<l when 
this case Was first presented' here. You say, my good woman, you are 
improved in health ? Yes Sir. Be pleased to tell us in vvhat particular 
you are better. My monthly turns, Sir, are quite regular now iii all res- 
pects, and my nervous attacks havo ali^iost entirely left me. I am glad 
to hear it. Good morning,- Madam ! ' 

Sympathetic cough in a child 18 months of age, Sarah Higgles, 
aged 18 months, whose case was reported in the Lancet for September 
is reported by her mother cured. When this little patient was brought 
here, the mother was in great distress for fear her child was in the con- 
sumption. I called your attention particularly to the subject of cough 
and reminded you that children are Ireqiienfly affected with what is call- 
ed sympathetic cough, the causes of which are worms, constipation, den- 
tition, etc. In the case of tivis little patient, our opinion was that the 
cough was due to the irritation of worms, and the following treat- 
ment was ordered : ' 

R. Fol. Spigellse Maryland gss; 
Fol. Sennw» §ss ; 
AquoB Bullient |vj. Ft. Infus. 
A table spoonful twice a day, until all is taken, followed by 

R. Submur Hydrarg gr. ij. 
with Jij of castor oil the ensuing morning. The diet to be of the,bland- 
tf'st kind. Should any worms be expelled, the child to be placed on a' 
gentle tonic, siich, for example, as the following : 
R. Sulphat Quinae gr. ij ; 
Acid Sulph. diluf. gtt. ij ; 
Syrup Zinziberi §ij. 

A tea spoonful twice a day. 
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Did any worms pass from your child, Midj^m ? Yes Sir, it p?i9!»ed 
four aft«*.r it took the calomel povvder. lio\y is its cough ? The cough 
ha^ lefi. if, Sir. 

Facial Hemiplegia in aninfaat 10 dfiysold. Joiln Harris, n«;ed 
10 day?, is brought to the Olinique by its Aunt, who snys its Mother 
is much alarmed for fear lu'r little Infunt will '*nevcr get its face ri^ht." 
Midam, was that child delivered with instruments? Yes Sir. So I 
thou<;ht, my good woman. H<?re, Gentlemen, is a case af paralysis of 
the face in the new-born lnf;inr, which you will sometirnes observe in 
practice, and it is important that you should un|ierst!ind the Hicts con- 
nected with its production, viz — 1st. That it is almost always the result 
of undue pr'^ssure of the forceps on the side of the face ; 2nd. It isusu* 
ally evanescent, an I productive of but little hirm, exceptina: the anxiety 
J[ experienfed by the parent. jGoldis also a cause of, this form of Hemi- 
!! plegia. The paralysis consists essentially in injury to tlie seventh pair of 
j nerves. 

= 1 Treatment. AH that is necessary is to bathe the affected sides of the 
ij face several times durinj; the day with eamphoratql oil, or soap liniment. 
ij -Occasionally, in protracted cases, a small blister will be useful behind 
l! the ear. 

; I Abscess in the neck of a child, two years old. Rebecca Ross, 
ii aged two years has a small abscess on the rii,dit side of the neck, which 
'I causes her to fret. How long, Madam, since you first observed tha.t 
I ^swelling? About.iP djiys ago, Sir, I noticed it for.the first time. Have 
'(■ .you ever observed apy lumps in the neck of your child before this one 
j appeared.' Nev/jr, Sir. Has^its health always been good ? Yes Sir; 
![ she has never had a. day's sickness until this time. Abscesses, Gent,le- 
;| .men, will forsTi in the ntjck of ypUng children from various causes — you 
;* -.will sometimes find tjiem connected with a scrofulous diathesis — they 
|| often result from cold ,^injury, e/c. These swellings maybe congenital, 
! cOr acquired. T|iey are somejinies encysted ; at other times they are as is 
the case in the presept in?*tance, sim()ly the result of ordinary Inflaipma- 
j tion tenriinaiingin suppuratiflp. It is very evident that there is a col- 
I l«^ction of mauei here, and I shall, therefore without del^ay evacuate it. 
;j [Here the Professor openi»d the absc(iss, and half a wine-glass of pus es- 
i caped.'] Take that child hojue, Madam, apd pe a bread and milk poul- 
! rice for a day or two, and your child will soon \tn w§ll. It is important 
j in these case^ to evacuate the matter as soon as it is formed, for the rea- 
s-^n that it alleviates tije pain, and facilitates the restorative process. 

i Venereal chancres in a Vonxan, 24 yaars.of^gf^p J M. uged.j24 years 

j feeks a/lvice for a d'schargt* from her vagina, which she says she has 

I had for the last week. . Th« patient b-jfon* you. Gentlemen, complains 

i sinifily of a discharge from hir va^'in i. O'lrduiy before attempting any 
reliel, is obviously todi«»cover in the first place the character of the dis- 

flj charge, and then its cause. Tliese tsvo facts I have as«&ei:tained. T:i>o 
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difchar^f* h purulent, and proceeds from R V(>nerpal.x*)ifincre in the vn- 
ginn, [H»*re the pflfient w«« plnred on the bed, and the chancre on the 
inj»ide of theleft labium externum fnWy nhowr,,'] Thi.< isa caf«e of pri- 
mary .•yphilij'. There is as yet no bnbo» and we shall probably be ena- 
bled to prevenr its formation, which is always a desirable object. 

Treatment, This will consist in both local and constitntlonal meawires, 
I now, as yon perceive, cauterize the chancre with the solid nitratis ar- 
>r»»nii. This is the only local application I shall employ for the present. 
The constitutional treatment is intended thoroughly to neutralize th** ven- 
ereal poison, and ^unrd tfie system against the disease in the secondary 
form ; and will consist as^ollows : 

R.>Miss£e Hydra rp pr. xxxij; 

Pulv opii. gr. iv Divide in pil.xvi. 

One pill twice a dsiy until ptyali^m is produced; then one every other 
day in order that the eff'»cts of the mercury may be continued for some 
time; when the ptvalism is over, the patient should take daily half a pint 
of the compound Decoction of Sarsaparilla. 

Gestation six moDths advanced complicated with Phthisis Pul- 

monalis, in a married woman aged 20 years. Does Pregnancy 

exercise any influence in controlling either the development, or 

progress of Phthisis Pulmonalir? 

Mrs. J., married, aged 20 years, six months advanced in pregnancy, is 
labouring under confirmed Pthisis; her pulse is 120, with copious puru- 
lent expectoration, nitfht sweats, and general emaciation. How long 
have you been married, my good woman ? Just ten months. Sir. What 
was the state of your health previous to your marriage? It was quite good 
Sir. Hiad you any cough ? No Sir, my cough commenced about ft»ur 
months ago. Were you regular in your courses before your marriage ? 
Always Sir. Are your Parents liviag ? My mother died, Sir, about two 
years ago; but my Father is ative. Do you know what caused your 
mother's death ? She died of cor\?*imption, Sir. Have you any Sisters or 
Brothers ? 1 have two Sisters, and one Brother living, and have lost one 
Brother with consumption. The case before you, Gentlemen, is not un- 
common in .practice—! have seen many such. Here is a young woman, 
just as it were budding into womanlvood, six months advanced in gesta- 
tion, weighed down by a disease the most fearful and certain in its ter- 
mination of all the maladies on the (calendar of human suffering. It 
requires no sagacity to predict the sad end of this affection — its nightly 
and daily progress sufficiently indicates its unrelenting character, and 
points with unerring truth to its fatal termination. It bids defiance to 
the medical man. — and its trucks aie but so many delusive hopes to cheer, 
for the instant the unhappy sufferer, and make more poignant the grief of 
disappointment. This case suggests to my mind a few thoughts on a sub- 
ject about which, I think, there has and does still exist an erroni^ous opin- 
ion — I allude to the supposed salutary influence exercised by pregnancy 
on the development and progress of phthisis pulmona lis. It was one of 
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the favorite doctrines ofilie older writers that pregnnncy prevented the 
development of phthisis pnlmoruili;*, and, if developed, checked ior ihH 
time being its progress ; you will find also, that this opinion is to a great 
extent, participated in by recent writers. Some, indeed, of the great 
names among the practliioners of almost our own times belong to this 
latter clabs—- among them I might mention Dksormsaux and Duass. On 
the other hand, there are many who are disponed to doubt that any such 
influence is exercised by gestation, and among these are Louis and Rayek, 
whose opinions are founded upon careful personal observation. 1 .might 
here allude to an interesting memoir by Grisolle, who has given some 
extremely interesting statistics, which may fully, as far as they go, dem- 
onstrate two iirfportant facts. — 1st. That women labouring under Phthisis 
rarely become impregnated : 2ijd. That Phthisis, in cases in which there 
is predispo:*ition to the disease, is very apt to become developed during 
gestation, and this latter slate, in lieu of checking, seetns to increase its 
progress, i cannot myself underst.tnd why pregnancy should in any way 
prevent the development, or arrest the progress ot ptidsis pulmonalis; and 
I think the opinion has btsen arrived at through a loose observation of 
facts. On the contrary, it appears to me that theie are strong grounds for 
as'}uming that pregnancy is positively favorable not only, to the develop- 
ment of the disease, but also to its increased progress. This conclusion 
has been the result partly of my own ()ersonal observation, and moreover 
it is, in my judgement, susceptible of explanation. It is well known that 
predisposition to Pihisis tnay exi:*t under certain circumstances, in a dor- 
mant state for a long time in the system, and will not beconte apparent 
except through the 0])eration of some one ol the tmmerous exciting causes 
which exercise a marked iniiuence in ilic* development of lubeicidization. 
Then the question presents itself — is there anything in the imprt'gnatid 
state calculated to facilitate this, development ? Tli's que.-tion will be 
more satisfactorily solved by a brief allusion to the ordinary condition ot 
the system during gestation. I do not inttttid toa^-sert that pregnancy is 
strictly a pnthologicaP state,* for vtq see many women pass through this 
period without incdhvvn4en\;e,-and'in the li»ll enjoyment of uninterrupted 
healt'> ; but this is not always so, as umi< be manifest to every observant 
practitioner; and instead of uninterrapted health, pregnancy is frequently 
characterised by niim'Tous disturbing influences such as, l>t. Greater 
activity in the circulatitm, as is evinced by a more frecjuent pulse, togeth- 
er with increased fulness and hardness: 2ud. Constipation, which is su^ 
often an accompaniment of this state, and which certainly cannot com* 
linue for any length of time without involving the general sy^tem in mortj 
or less disturbance, and thus tending to the development of disease iji atiy 
organ in which there already exists a predisposition to morbid action; 
3rd. The severe and protracted vomiting, which occasionally supervenes 
upon gestation, often interferinsj; with tlie healthy play of the nutritive 
functions; 4th. The various nervous disturbances, which'usually pr»*sent 
themselves during pregnancy ;• 5ih. The change in the character of the 
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blooflf ^fiich, nccorcling to ihe I'X peri merit)? of A?{D1?al nncl Gavarret 
confirmed by Cazeafx, becomeS siinilaf to the blood ofchlorolic patients. 
Again a very common result of suppression ol the ttienstrunl funrtiorf in 
the yonng girl is the development of phihipis pulmonalis — this is a fact of 
which every practitioner is cognizant ; and IjonV far, tlier»:rore, the sup- 
pression of this function during prc^gnnncy inny tend to facilitate the man- 
ifestation of the disease is a question, I tliinij, worthy of consideration. 
In a word, the various piienomeiia to which I have just alluded are, in 
my opinion, so many influt^nces calcnhited to bi'iftj^ into action the latent 
tubercle, and in connection with certain statistical facts mentioned by 
GrisolLe and others, they go far to sus'aiu the opinion that pregnancy is 
favorable to the production of jJthiai" pulmonalis. How often is the sugges- 
tiorf rfjarftJ Ihat marriage is the only remedy in the case of a young girl 
ihreatene^t vViih consumption ; and how oft'*n alas! does this suggestion 
tend to the shortening of human existence! Think, Gentlemen, of this 
subject — it is one altogether worthy of aitenlioA. 

[In addilirn to the above, the following cases were presented at this 
Cimique — Dyshfenorrhcea ; polypus.uteri ; Hypotrophy of the cervix ut- 
eri ; urethritis in a female ; convulsions from dentition ; ulceration of the 
cervix uteri ; crnslal^ctta ; Po'rrigo ; syphilis in the new-born infant; 
purulent opthalmia ; carcinoilf.t uteri ; menoYrhagia ; defective menstru- 
ation ; menstrual function urtiufefupted duriifg lactation; retro-version ol 
ttfe uterus, etc.," etc.} 
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TO LEGALISE THE DISSECTION OF THE DEAD. 
Being an Introductory LbcturE| DBLiv^io at the Opbninq of the 
Session of -/Ute Medical Department of the University 
OP New York. 

By John W. Draper, M. D., PaBSiDENX of the Medical. Faculty. 

Gentlemen : 

It is related of a well known minister of the Kirk of Scotland, who 
was invited to dine at the table of a lord, and reqiit'Sted to ask the ac(.M.is> 
tomed grace on the various creat .re-comforts so bountifnlly spread be- 
fore theiri, that he took occasion not only to exerci.se himself at some 
length, as was nsual in tho.^e times, but also in a suggt^stive way to ob- 
serve that the preser/t blessings would be greally enhanced, if It should be 
put into the heart of bis noble entertainer to send him a new coat, and still 
more particularly sa'f if there should be added tl/ereto a new gown for his 
wife. 

I have sometimes thought that a similar advantage might be taken at the 
Introductory Lecture which custom assigns to each course in our Medical 
Colleges. For some reason which I could never understand, these dis- 
courses are sought for with avidity, and circulated rund read to a surpris- 
ing extent. Strangely enough, they have become in the United States the 
most effectual medium of communication between our profession and 
the public, for thousands tvho would never dream of looking into a Med- 
ical Journal, take a morbid delight in this Itnnual literature. 

Whv^ then should Professors of Medicine cast away the opportuni>iy 
aifurded them .' JJfo we not labour tinder a great many grievances which 
we want to have rentoVed ? are there not things that would increase our 
usefulness if they ^ere granted to us? There are boons which we have to 
ask, and rights which we have to demand. 

It is of one of rheso rights [am about to speak this evening. Like 
the good Caledonian minister to whom I have referred, I am addresmw^ 
myself to one, and contending to reach another. Nay, perhaps, it is 
not too much for me too assume to be your raouth-jjiece, and speaking to 
yon and for you, on one of the most momentous questions which concerns 
our Profession, arraign tiie pilbiif. at ihe bar of publi<; opinion. 

I know that in the case before me the odds are all against me. The 
people are at once the Defendant and the itktge. Yhe success of annr^«(-' 
ment which is to reach the understanding tif ttif n inspire of the sym- 
pathies and natural instincts of our race, is all but desperate; yet 
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less so in the United States than in an/ other part of the World. The 
American/inils oh char^^ed with injiiRtioe and wrong doing even by the 
most obscure accuser will listen, and if he be convinced will reform. 

At the foundation of all true medical knowledge, and without which 
there can be neith.er Pliysiuian nor Surgeon, is the study of Anatomy. This, 
which reveals to n* the construction of our own bodies, is the only method 
by which we can leason intelligently respecting the caus^es ol disease, 
or determine upon methods of cure. He who attempts the practice of 
Medicine without this indispensable preliminary is an impostor. Yet 
there is but one means by which that knowledge can be perfectly obtain* 
ed. It is by the dissection ol' the dead. 

The public dt-mands that tlie Medical Institutions shall furnish it with 
accomplished Physicians, and yet it has set its face against the only means 
of doing this, it disuouateiiances the study ol' Anatomy. This sentiment I 
prevails in every part of the United Slates, both in cities and remote ; 
country places. Some luckless medical student, caught in the act of a <] 
midnight invasion of the grave, is marched olf incontinently to the coun- 
ty jail, with his pickaxe, shovel, and sack. Ue may bless his stars that 
the walls are !hi<ik, and the gratings strong, Tor a mob is howling at the 
outside. Some country college, conspicuous in its remoteness, is suspect- 
ed by the populace ot teaching Anatomy, it is torn to the ground, and 
the Professors fiee for their lives. These are not imaginary cases, but 
realities which have occurred a;«ain and again, and ot which the narues 
and dates could be without din[icu\ty supplied. 

Yon are now iSeginning to understand the point of my dicconrse. It is 
with this sentiment I have to deal. Hiave undextii^cen the almost hope- 
less task of reasoning the community out ol its determination in this res- 
pect. 

Now if it were worth while, I might take tiie different States in success- 
ion, and show whlit a discreditable spectacle their legal enactments pres- 
ent. Yet oii^ of courtesy I will abstain,'and limit the remarks! have to 
make on this point to my own State. 

The people of the State of New York have directed by law, that Anat- 
omy shall be taught in their Medical Colleges; they have assigned the con- 
ditions under which they authorize a distinction, the Diploma ot Doctor of 
Medicine, to be given, one of which is acknowledge of Anatomy. Kven more 
than this, they have'quite recently, descending in an unusual way to par- 
ticular details, directed by a general law thai the Science shall be taught 
by a Demonstrator whose fee shall bu tive dollars from every student. 
And yet, by another law, they have dt'Clured that whoever shall be con- 
victed of dissecting the dead shall be sent to the State Prison. Oh! 
jjeople of New York, what kind of legi«»iaiion do you call that ? It is no 
excuse (br you that your neighbours of Pennsylvania, or other States, 
have stui titled themselves in the samb wiay.' 

Under suoh contradictory laws the pi/siiioh of the Djetor becomes at 
once daagerosys and amusing. The SttiVe (t^oljibits him li('ing a goo<l 
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Anntomi«t or Snrj^pon, unci xht^ Courts punish him if he* \9 n hnt\ one. A 
tronI)lf»w)ni*» pntipnt who<e lejj ha« ber'omf a !jffl*» too !«liort, or whos'» hnn»l 
has bp»»n twi<«t'»H a lirtl»» wav roiin<1 hv some wpII m'»Mnt flurajiPil oppration, 
or who ns is rrorH commonly the rasp has h»d no ktnH of'njnrv f*onp him 
except perhaps tliHt his feelings have been hurt by prespnMnjf him liisbiH, 
brings an action for dama;res. The Statp has immrH ihp Dr»Ptor*s Inrrm- 
tencft and malprnrticp, an*! thp Cmrts prooppd to pnni«h him for what 
the State has donp. Nor Hoes tlie absnriHty stop here, Tor It now npppars 
that H Doctor is comp'^IIed to attpnd any case to which he mav b** called, 
and if he rcfiispsit is at his peril. So thp Statt» first compels him to be a 
bun^Iinj? Siirsfcon. copi pels him next to go to the patient, and then com- 
pels him to be fined. 

But some poll 1 10 iJin whispers to m** — the intelligent part of the commu- 
nity understands perO'ctly your professional necessity, and these penal 
enactments are a dead letter, intended merely as an offerlnsr to popular 
prejudice. Yon Doctors should set abont overcomiruf that prejudice, and 
we statesmen will quickly remove such inconsistencies from the Statute 
book, [fit was our affair, we could persuade the people that it is pleasant 
to \)Pi dlssect»»d, ju«t as we so often persuade th^m that it is profitable for 
them that we should put our hands into their pockets. To him, T reply : 
Oh ? learned s*»ccessor of Solom, T perfectly understand your professional 
necessity, a balancing, mv friend, between conscience in one scale and 
popular prejudice in th* other. T accept your sagacious suggestion, 
and as far as in me lies will try to convince the community, that if the 
living owe duties to the dead, the d**ad also have a duty to the living. 

Practical Anatomy is to be defended by the advantages arising to the. 
living from its cultivation. Far beyond all other means it aids in dimin- 
ishing the amount o f human misery, by enab'ing u s to overcome or mit- 
igate the di.seases to which we are incident, and in proportion as the sfuc- 
ture of the body is better known so are the chances of relief the b^-tter. An 
ignorant man whose watch has stopped, tries in vain to set it going by 
shaking and jolting, but the skilful artist who imderstands its various parts, 
I examines the complicated mec' anism and applies ihc necessary «dju9t- 
ment. And so with the Physician, the knowledge he has acquired by 
the examination of the dead he brings to the bedside of the sick. The 
tables of mortality shew how striking is the result. In all great cities, 
and indeed wherever there is an intelligent practice of Medicine and re- 
gisters of mortality are kept, we recognize from period to period an in- 
crease in the chances of life. I am liot wrong in ascribing this improve- 
ment to the more* thorough preparation which i Physicians receive, and 
the steady advance of their art. It is not from isolated cases that we may 
meet witli in the narrow circle of our own experience that we arc to judge, 
but from such universal results as those to which I am referring. There 
are persons, it is true, who profe.ss to doubt wlv^ther in this point of view 

S the practice of Medicine is of any avoil. The Issues of life and death 
they say are with God alone, and we deceive pursclves if we suppose the 
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ffkill ofmin can postpone the inevitable hour. The tbreesoore years and 

ten still remain the proverbial date as of old. For we are like the sands 

of an hour- ;^Us<, some fill away early and some at a later time, but 

there i» a moment predestined by .an inexorable fate, jbeyond wJ^icU not 

one shall remaiii. 

I iccept the metaphor of tlio«e who would reason in this way, and ad- 

'j. mitting that there is a rime beyond which a generation does not last, I 

I would bid them watch more closely ihe sand-grains of which they speik. 'i 

Some descend <n a direct, and Tor^ome there ismail e 1 out a winding way. J 

In tht' changes and chances of this mortal career, the skilful Physician 

i can turn us aside from the downward course, and keep us awhile from J 

!: the fall. I 

!■ . ■ •' 

1 If then there is no better motive than a selAMi desire to avail ourselves ii 

of benefits so great, is it not lor each of ns to do what we can to give 1 

force to tho-jc benefits. But not for ourselves alone do these advantages ; 

arise, all classes of !*ociety participate in them; and yet perhaps not 

et^iially. For as long as wealth is attended by comfort, and poverty ; 

by affliction and suffering, so long will there be a greater demand for the 

skill of the Physician among th<» lowly and desoiate, and therefore I cast 

back the Infamous assertion, "YoiJ dissect the poor for the sake of the 

rich," since alas! the poor are the greatest gainers thereby. 

When I look at the bills ofmorlality of this City, and j-ee that sonae- 

times nearly two iiundred infaots die in one week, and the majority 

of them among the poor ; when I extend my view to an wider scale, pnd ;■ 

find that there are strong reasons for believing, that the m>ile portion of ,'; 

the Irish Catholic emi gration die8y)Ut in less than six years, I am appall- ;{ 

ed at such results. The public works of the United States consuiiies ij 

each year more hnman life than thebloodiest European campaign. W& : 

talk about our conquests of peace, and boast that the wi?derness is dis- 1 

appearing before us, we contrast the American axe with the Ronian 

sword ; but let us not deceive ourselves. The advancj^ng tide of western ij 

progress rolls over the emigrant*s^rave. The published accounts of Rail- j| 

roads and Canals shew how many jlollars such worksi^ave co?t, but thijy 'i 

hide the cost of human life; they sa^ nothing of the upfspeakable misery |i 

that has fallen on the widow and the fatherless. |; 

Perhaps it may bean inexorable ilt^stiny that no nation shall attain to J 

greatness except by a waste of life. The old empires reached dominion 

through a path of blood, we go throjiTgh an avenue of graves. Avaricious .i 

of gold and prodigal of life, we have mar'ced our tracjc to the Pacific; ,i 

we have drained the labour of Eurppe, and our eyes are now set on that 

of Asia. We say there is the redui^lant population and here is the va- |i 

cant land. If the dead could speak, they would in bitterness exclaim, • 

i *'Even so have we found it." 

(. i 

j, Can there then be nothing done to reduce this awful devastation? i| 
i In cities a sparing provision has been made, sometimes by private chart- ^ 
w ties, sometimes by municipal or State endowments for jtlospital estab- J 
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lishments, and the amount of good these institutions do no tongue can 
tell. But what are they compared with the gigantic evil to be grappled 
with ? Their benefits are essentially Ioca]| and cannot be of any avail to 
the labourer stricken with fever in inorasses a thousand miles away, or 
torn by an explosion on some distant rail-road work. ,Clearly there is 
but one means by which the evil can be reached, and that means is to 
spread all over the country a race of Intelligent and rightly prepared 
Physicians. 

I say then, it is the bp^ndenduty of ev^ery conscientious man to give his 
support to Medical CoHeges, and to see that they lack nothing needful for 
their efficiency, remembering that it is these Institutions alone which can 
be brought to bear on this waste of life. The knowledge which has 
been gathered in the Dissecting room will produce its results in the Rail- 
road shanty ; it will be felt among that wandering population which 
fringes the advance of civilization ; nay, even here at.home, it will find its 
way into those sinks of destitution and vice which your Hospitals can 
never reach. For the sake t^f living humanity, permit your Colleges to 
dissect the dead. '" 

I say, moreover, that no conscientious man is at liberty to withold 
his exertions from enlightening the Public on this matter, nor to cease 
until the result is obtained. If as a people we stand idly by, and make 
no effort, there lies at our door a great National crime. All history teach- 
es us that such sins are nev^r overlooked. Is not the Spani^ird still in 
the hands of on Ayenger, for that Indian blood which cries f©r retribu- 
tion from the Silver Mines of Mexico ? f]'or the failings of the individual 
there is mercy, but in the wa^s of Providence no Mediator is provided 
for the sins of Nations. There is an inJiexible return of good for good 
and evil for evil. 

It often seems to me a surprising thinsc« when I witness the charity of 
this city, its sympathies sent forth in a thousand ways in behalf ,pf the 
destitute and afflicted, the wealth that is so lavishly expended in ^doing 
goqd no matter whether the object be here or in distant countries^ that so 
little interest is taken in the Medical Colleges, which in truth are first 
anaong the means of ministering to the physical suffering of our race. 
Unsustained by the State, without aid from the cornmuoity, these Institu- 
tions of true learning quietly dischaige their duty, and perhaps th« day 
is not distant when they shall be better understoodj and have their re- 
ward. 

The illustration I have been drawing from the dreadful loss of emi- 
grant life in the United States is only one out of many that li^iight iiave 
been presented. Reasons just as forcible might be a^pj^lled to every 
rank of Society, for there is no exemption from disease. Especially in 
those cases which require the skill of the Surgeon, does the necessity' of 
Anatomical knowledge become conspicuous. Does any one of us cer- 
tainly know, that before tomorrow, he may not require that skill to tie 
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an artery or to amputate a limb. Speaking as I do now in the presence 
of the first living Surgeon?, is there any necessity for me to enforce that 
precept ? They will bear their testimony, that their art cannot exist ex- 
cept upon Anatomy as its basis, and that just in proportion as the Sur- 
geon is skillful, so must his knowledge of Anatomy be profound. 

And here again though we are all liable to accident, for we know not 
what a moment may bring forth, and all therefore deeply interested in 
the perfection of Surgery, I may once more inquire by whom is it that 
these benefits are chiefiy fell ? What class among us is it to which such 
troubles, are most incident ? Is it the man who luxuriously rolls through 
our streets, and wears away his life in idleness ? Or is it the labourer who 
earns his bread by the sweat of his brow, who has to face the hardships 
and risks and bitterness ? whjo if there is a dangerous service to be done 
must perform it, though at ^he peril of life or limb. Five sixths of the 
Surgical practice of this state is among that class. 

"V^hoever follows the argqraent here presented, will recognize, that it is 
not without purpose, I so repeatedly return to this point of view. The 
opponents of the legislation of Anaton^y appeal to the prejudices of the 
labouring class,^and conceal from thegd their great share of the benefit. 
In brihgingthe whole community to a better understanding of the matter 
it Bhould unquestionably be our first object to satisfy all, that what we 
seek isnot for the exclusive advantage.of one, but for the common good. 
It tfikes nothing from the force of the argument when it thus turns out 
that.the poor are the greatest gainers. Such a conclusion should cast a 
r^y of Ijght on the views of the reluctant politician. 

The •W:€)stern territories have a claim upon the atlantic States, a claim 
for protection. and aid. Their popnlation constitutes what might be just- 
ly termed the advanced guard of the American Nation ; its duty is to pre- 
pare the way for the,.masses of civilization that follow. In the last sev- 
enty years, pursuing a steady course^ it has pushed forward from the rid- 
ges of the Alleghanies,.tQ near the foot the Roicky Mountains ! at one 
point it has thrown out ^.column to.thQ. Pacific. It is a duty of hardship 
and risk, a struggle into the rnggedness of Nature and the treachery of 
the Indian. We have no means of fairly estimating the loss of life on 
this duty, but considering its no/ture^ we may be assured that what holds 
good in other warfare holds good in t*his too, the advanced guard bears 
the brunt of the campaign. A life of adventure must needs be a life of 
accident. New York, which beyond ail other States reaps the advantage 
of these labours, ought surely to take the lead in giving succor to those 
who thus pre-eminently work for her food. :;My friends ! you cannot found 
Hospitals there, but you can provide the accomplished physician and 
skillful surgeon. There ^re admirable societies in this city that occupy 
themselves in sending missionaries for the religious instruction of these 
our distaa^ brethren, but not one except the Medical Colleges that send 
them the means of physical relief. The pestilential miasm and accident 
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are suffered to do their work ; and so again I say, that it is a solemn duty 
which you cannot divest yourselves of, to omit no means for the thorough 
instruction of those who are led by Providence todispense the benefits of 
medicine in those distant regions. It is not for you to put difficulties in the 
way of their obtaining the knowledge they need. So long as there 
standi on your Statute book a law repressing the study of Anatomy, and 
thereby preventing a knowledge of Surgery, the stale of New York is 
guilty of a crime to the West, 

I stand here in the midst of a community familiar with missionary pro- 
jects, a community which' pours out its wealth for the spiritual welfare of 
heathen tribes all over the globe. I ask that community what answer it 
will render when it is called to an account for the extinction of the In- 
dian tribes of this continent ? For want of a Physician who can vaccin- 
ate, the small pox has swept otf whole nations, not leaving a solitary sur- 
vivor. Do you suppose that the interest you have taken in Syria and In- 
dia, or Bnrmah, will excuse you for this awful desolation at our own 
door ? 

In this manner I come to the chief point of my discourse, which is to* 
tell you that Institutions for the cultivation of Medicine and Surgerx ai« 
not to be dealt lightly by, and that you have a jpespotisibillty in^ their Wel- 
fare which you cannot shake oif.- EspeclaWy as respects Colleges in the 
city, for though I should not utter a word derogatory to our country Insti- 
tutions, ably administered aB they are, yet it must come home to the com- 
mon sense of every man, that it is not in a country village but in a great 
city that disease is to be seen. It is not in Oxford or Cambridge but in 
London that the Medical Schools of England are found. There is a phy- 
sical necessity which over-rules all legislation. Here in New York, you 
will sometimes have three tlStousand emij^rants landing in a day ; a mass 
of destitution to which the nVedical student may extend succor, and from 
which he may draw knowledge. Duty to yourself, to your family, to the 
City, to the State, to the Nation, demand that you shall help as best you 
may in increasing the means of usefulness of your Medical Colleges, nor 
can you without doing wrotag embarrass their action by penal laws. 

It was a profound sert3e"of the advantage which would accrue to suf- 
fering humanity, doubtless suggested by such reflections as those we have 
be»n entertaining, that first fed the Greek Kings of Egypt to break through 
the practices of all Antiquity, and especially through the religious senti- 
ment of the Country they ruled over, in directing the Professors of the 
Medical College at Alexandria to dissect the dead, and prepare treatises 
setting forth the.internal construction of man. And though in subsequent 
ages, as the Roman empire tfeclined and the Saracen pow«»r was develop- 
ed, anatomical investigation eeased, for the Koran pronounces him defiled 
who touches a corpse, yet tire knowledge which had thus been contribut- 
ed by the Macedonian mouE^rclis was too precious to be lost. It was pre- 
served throughout the pagan times, and handed down from physician to 
(>liysician in Africa and Spain, until long after the Cresent had supplant- 
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ed the Cross. The lapse of nearly seventeen hundred years, and perhaps 
the surreptitious researches of the Physicians of the 14ih century, began to 
suggest the necessity 6T revisinrg what had thus been derived from rernot* 
anti(jQiiy. With liberal views the Papal goverments set an example to- 
Europe, and Italy became distinguished at once as the fountain of An- 
atomical knowlecfge. When out of the long list of her great Anatomists 
I recal some of those whose names are immortally connected with the 
structure of the human body, when I speak of the tubes of I^ustachius 
and those of Fallofius, the wing of Inorassius and the lobe of Sptoe- 
Lius, the sinuses of Valsalva and the glands of Meibomius, the bridge of 
Varolius and the \ralveof VieusSens, the nerve of Vidius and the vein 
of SalvatSlla, the sounds fall like household words on the ear of the 
medical student. A series of splendid discoveries and' works was the re- 
sult, discoveries which are a lasting monument to that glorious country, 
the mother of European civilization. 

It was my intention to have gitea you a few thoughts on what might 
be termed the religious view of the matter, though standing here a mere 
medical professor perhaps I might have stepped from my right position 
In so doing. And after all, were is the necessity ? It is enough that I 
fall bacS dn the fact 1 have just mentioned. Whatever our religious 
sentiments may be^ Protestant or Catholic, we shall surely all agree in 
this," that they who thus first sanctified practical Anatomy before Europe, 
deliberated when they took that course. Yet they did it in an age not 
only of acute theological discussion, but of the deepest feeling, it was 
done in view of the solemn services for the dead. It was done with the 
consent of men of the largest understanding, the highest philanthropy, 
and whose sincere piety no one can question. All that I could say in 
this respect, sinks into insignificance when compared with the discussions 
which of necessity have taken place among thdse able men, who looked 
at the matter in every light, and in the face of semi-barbarian but pro- 
foundly religious Europe, lent their great authority to the conclusion, 
that it is lawful to dissect the dead. 

[To be coricluded in the January Number.] 



MfeDICAL TOPOGRAPHY, AND PREVAILING DISEASES 

Of Beaufort County, North Carolina. 

submitted to the medical society of beaufort county 

By S. S. Satchwell, M. D. 



Dr. Nelson* 

Dear Doctor i — I send you the following paper on the "Meteorology, 
Medical Topography, and Prevailing Diseases of Beaufort County, North 
Carolina." At the request of the County Medical Society the Report was 
made, and read by me before the Society more than one year past. At 
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the time I was a resident Practitioner of that County. The Report poss- 
esses, I am aware, no intrinsic merits, and will prove neither practical or 
interesting to ydur Readers generally ; hut as it may he deemed of some 
interest to your numerous Suhacribers in North Carolina I submit it to you 
for publication in your Lancet if you think it worthy of such distinction* 
In offering it in this way I am influenced more by the hope that it may 
tend in some degree, however smaTl, to call out other brother Practition- 
ers in our State, so reluctant to write, and who are better qualified by age, 
experience and ability to do so than I am, than from any other motive. 
Truly yours, 

S. S. SA-rbHWELL, M. D. 
Long Creek, New Hanover Co., N. C, Dec . 1863. 

REPORT. 
Meteorology. In reference to the Meteorology of Beaufort County, the 
following Meteorological Table is submitted for the year 1860-1. It is 
the result of careful observation ; and is based on observations made from 
July 10th 1860 to March 17'th 1851, inclusive. 
Thermometer. 

\il\n. Aver. 

/4 82 

73 81 

30 75.16 

56 63.16 

52 25.77 

54 61.97 

[4 48.88 

[8 63.93 

83 64 

Medical Topooraphy. Beaiifort County Is a little south of the Eastern 
Counties of the State. It is separated from the Atlantic by Pamplico 
Sound and Hyde County. The distance of the Eastern boundary from 
the coast is from forty to fifty miles. It is shaped somewhat like a par- 
allelogram^ the longest distance being from East to West. In rise it ex- 
tends some forty or fifty miles frOm North to South, and some fifty or 
sixty miles from East to West. The Counties of Washington and Mar- 
tin bound it on the North, Pitt County on the West, CraVen County on 
the South, and Hyde County and the waters of Pamplico Sound on the 
East. 

The County is mostly level with a gradual elevation from East to 
West. Much of the land is low, fiat, and swampy, with efxtensive piney 
elevations in many parts especially the upper, and with strips of piney 
land, and low, thick, undergrowth, denominated ridges. ^ The growth 
of the low swampy land is swamp pines, poplar, gum, oak, cypress, ju- 
niper, and other trees usual to rich swampy land ; and the high land is 
covered with hickory, oak and pine, 6f high land, walnut, beach, and the 





Max. 


Min. 


Aver. 


Range. 


Rain. 


Rainy Days. 


July 10 to Aifg. 1 


92 


74 


82 


18 


2.76 


6 


Aug. 1 to Sept. 1 


91 


73 


81 


18 


8.6 


10 


Sept. 1 to Oct. 1 


86 


60 


75.16 


26 


2.8 


5 


Oct. 1 to Nov. 1 


82 


36 


63.16 


26 


1.12 


3 


Nov. 1 to Dec. I 


76 


32 


25.77 


44 


2.7 


9 


Dec. 1 to Jan. 1 


77 


24 


61.97 


63 


6.36 


13 


Jan. 1 to Feb. 1 


■72 


14 


48.88 


68 


2.33 


7 


Feb. 1 to March 1 


77 


18 


63.93 


69 


4.25 


7 


March 1 to lifarch 17 


77 


83 


64 


44 


8.19 


6 
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smaller undergrowth and bushes peculiar to the ridges of our Eastern 
swamp Counties. The land is generally fertile, and well adapted to 
agriculture. Most of our swamjp land is little inferior to any in the State 
in richness of soil and durability, and' nearly as productive as the cele- 
brated rich lands of our neighbouring County, Hyde. Our high lands 
with proper culture yield well.* Much of the land is cleared, present- 
ing a great many enviable scenes of rural beauty and beautiful, well 
drained, and well cultivated fields. A large part, however, of the clear- 
ed land is insufficiently drained and unskillfuUy tilled| and much of the 
land is uncleared, and the County presents many large and valuable 
forests in the primeval state of Nature, inviting the industry and enter- 
prise of farmers and lumber men. Much of it is in a boggy state, in- 
undated a great part of the year with water that is compelled to soak 
into the earth or remain on the surface for want of other natural or arti- 
ficial outlets. PamplicoRiver flows mostly* through the middle of the 
County, its mouth being about parallel with the Eastern boundary of the 
County ; in its course through the County it receives numerous creeks, 
which traverse the County in various directions, many of them being long 
and tortuous. Pango River,, which empties into Pamplico Sound at its 
junction with Pamplico river, foi-ms mbstly the South-eastern boundary 
of the County, and also receives the watdifs of nflttny creeks and smaller 
tributaries. These creeks and tributaries are genbrally muddy, their 
sides uneven, and covered with a thick, heavy, marshy growth, their wa- 
ters generally stagnant, and in heavy rains inclir»ed to overflow some of 
them for a few days; and they all, as well as the surrounding morasses 
and low places, emit what is denominated miasmatic effluvia. 

The soil is sandy in many places; much of it is stiff and cloggy ; and 
some of it soft and porous. 

The population is not thickly settled, nor very sparse ; but more of 
a medium character in proportion to the number of square iniles. 

Those who live on plantations well drained, and that have been clear- 
ed some years and are remote from the localities of vegetable decom- 
position, are those most exempt from the deleterious influences of mala- 
ria ; while those who reside round about our creeks and low marshy 
and boggy places, so abundant in the County, are more liable to mala- 
rious levers. The residents of the latter localities generally present that 
sallow expression and hepatic and splenic derangement common to the 
inhabitants of malarious sections. It may be remarked that those who 
reside in our low swampy places that have been recently drained and 
cleared, are nnfore sickly in the summer and autumn than those who 
live in swampy settlements that htxve been longer under proper cultiva- 
tion. In such sections it is more healthy before the process of reclaiming 
the lajid is commenced, than during the progress of the work and for a few 
years afterwards ; reclaiming swamp land seems to arouse into action the 
latent cause and slumbering seeds of malarious affections. Places, whi<ih 1 
many years since-r-^b'efore cultivation was known to them — wereconsid- ^ 
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ered healthyi and whieh during the process of drainage and cutting 
down trees were much more generally and sevHrely visited by malarious 
diseases, are now, that they are well drained and reduced to an enlight- 
ened system of agriculture, comparatively exempt from such visitations. 
This is the common experience of the inhabitants attested by medical ob- 
servation. In connection with this we may remark that those who ha- 
bitually labour in our large cypress and juniper swamps, in which this 
and the contiguous Counties largely abound, are rarely sick especially 
with malarious fevers. Hundreds of laborers, both white and black, are 
throughout the year employed in these swamps, manufacturing shingles; 
almost the whole surface of the enrth is the greater part of the year under 
water ; a thick growth of large and ta(l cypress and juniper trees, with a 
dense, green, thick foliage overhangs and shadows the water, vegetation, 
and surface beneath. This holds true the year round; in this manner the 
heat and sun of summer and autumn are, in a very great degree, pre- 
vented from acting on the surface water and vegetation, and thus are ab- 
sent important conditions for the development of malaria. The workmen 
eat, sleep, and toil in these well- watered and luxuriant forests, remote in 
most instances from human residences with shingles for beds, bushes 
for covering, and the hideous noise of bears, wild cats, and other prowl- 
ing beasts of piey to serenade them. And, yet notwithstanding, their ex- 
posure these workmen are our most healthy and vigorous inhabitants, es- 
pecially in the Summer and Fall. They are remarkably exempt from 
intermittent and remittent fever. We have yet to hear of the first case 
of fever and ague or billions fever, in any resident of these swamps, 
whose cause could be traced to swamp life. It may be added that these 
labourers drink altogether the juniper water by which they are sur- 
rounded mostly, the healthy and diuretic properties of which are prover- 
bial. 

3d. Prevailing Diseases. Before entering upon the subject of speci- 
fying our principal diseases, we may observe that it has been unusually 
healthy in this and the Eastern Counties generally of North Carolina du- 
ring the Autumn of the last two or three years. Intermittents and Re- 
mittents have become more rare, and less severe. No marked varia- 
tions in the seasons have occurred, and no noted alteration of the physi- 
cal condition of the County, snfScient to furnish a satisfactory explana- 
tion of this decrease of Autumnal diseases, other than a very manifest 
change in the tides and saltness of the tide water. The tides in this 
County and those adjacent have for the last two or three years been from 
one to two feet higher than the general tide previous, and much of the 
time over two feet higher. This is the common remark of every practi- 
cal observer, living near tide water, and rests on the best of evidence. 
The tide water has increased much in saltness within this period. Oys- 
ters and salt water fish are now making their way higher- and higher up 
the country, and are caught in streams in which they were unknown a 
few years since. This rise in the tides and increased quantity of chlo- 
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ride ofsodiam is attributable by many of oar citizens to the opening of a 
new inlet into Albemaiie Sound some two or three ye ars since daring the 
prevalence of an Easterly storm. By others it is supposed to be owing 
to a more general prevalence of Easterly winds within that time, than be^ 
fore ; while by other votaries of Science, among whom is the distinguish- 
ed Geologist, Lyell, it is ascribed to a gradual subsidence of the coast, 
which is asserted in higher quarters to have been going on for the last 
two or three years within the boundaries of the two Carolinas. This 
idea is borne out by most of those living i^n mediately on and near to the 
sea coast ; on the other hand there is not wanting good. Geological author- 
ity which is opposed to this doctrine of the subsidence of the land. So 
this remains a mooted question among Geologists. The subject is curi- 
ous and important. The new inlet may account with tolerable satisfac- 
tion for the increased saltness of the water, but with less satisfaction in 
respect to the rise of the tides. It is undeniable that since this increased 
saltness of the water and rise of the tides began, it has been much more 
healthy in Autumn in all those sections liable to be affected by salt water 
or the tides. 

Previous to this change, ..the fresh water pouring off of farms and out 
of swamps through natural.and artificial drains into the larger streams 
and creeks have kept these evacuants much of the time filled with fresh 
water ; hence these marshy and boggy places and ponds, always regard- 
ed as prolific manufactories of malaria and whicli are so abundantly 
found in all our Eastern Sections, were accustomed to have a fresh wa- 
ter atmosphere exerting its poisonous influence in the formation and 
spread of malaria ; but now these various localities and surrounding 
country are in a very great degree almost constantly covered with tide 
water almost sparkling with phosphorescence it is so salt. Decomposi- 
tion when it occurs at all takes place therefore in a Salter atmosphere 
than formerly; malarious situations exposed a few years since to the 
heat and sun of the sickly seasons are now covered with salt water, and 
we evidently have less of that unwholesome and disagreeable smell pe- 
culiar to malarious effluvia. 

The influence of the changes of which we have thus spoken must have 
had, and it is reasonable to infer will continue to have, some effect on 
the public health. What this influence and its modus operandi is — ^bow 
salt water and salt water atmosphere neutralize the poison of malaria — 
how, and to what extent malarious fevers are affected by these changes, 
and the reasons of our comparative immunity during the last two or three 
years from autumnal fevers, make up for the medical enquirer an inter- 
esting problem ; and the subject of the sudsidence of the land and chan- 
ges above named is not wanting in curiosity and interest to lovers of sci- 
ence. With these reflections, which so readily suggest themselves in re- 
viewing the comparative healthfulness of the past two or three years, we 
proceed at once more directly to the subject of our last division, the pre- 1 
a valUig diseases of the county. fl 
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In our diseases there is a variurion accarding to the season of the year. 
In August, September, October and November, there occur Intermittent 
and Billious Remittent Fever, more rarely BilMous Congestive fever. As 
the season eraV»raced within these months advances these diseases become 
more complicated and severe. The treatrnent of them in their more sim- 
ple forms is snch as is well known to every practitioner acquainted with 
these diseases. In their more severe and complicated forms 'the treat- 
ment is chiefly determined by the nature, seat and severity of the com- 
plication. It may be proper to remark bowevei* that the use of quinine 
in every grade and variety of malarious fevers, has been greatly increas- 
ed within the last ten years, and in the opinion of the profession gener- 
ally with decided advantage in the results of the cases. Calomel, once 
regarded as so heroic a remedy in Intermiiiehts and Remittents, has be- 
come within this time tnuch less used, (especially in 'its former large do- 
ses. In many cases however it iis still indispensable in consequence of 
the congestive and intiammatory condition of those organs mostly affect- 
ed in many forms of our malarious fevers. It is also necessary to em- 
ploy, with the aid of calomel, both general and local deJDletioh in the ear- 
ly stages of Billions and corigestive fever, with a view to prepare the 
system for the peciiiiar periodic action of quinine. Under this plan of 
treatment, seasona^bly adopted and modified to suit each particular case, 
and the ever-varying character of disease, Very few cases of fever tei- 
minate fatally. ' •• 

In the months of December, January, February, March and April, the 
diseases which most frequently come under ouir'observation aind treat- 
ment are pneumonias, pleurisies, bronchites, infliienzap, catarrhal croups, 
and rhematistiss. The sequelte of malarious influences are frequently 
found associated with these diseases, and rendei* them both tedi6us and 
difficult to cure ; and very often the fatality of these diseases ls<5'etermined 
by the maiarious complication.' Iri their more simple form's .these dis- 
eases are treated according to' the recognized principles of the. profession ; 
in their more complete form they require a m'odjiied treatmenf. Aris- 
ing out of these diseases of the seasons embraced wUhin-thie. months men- 
tioned, we have dropsies, chronic hepatitis, engorgement of the spleen, 
dyspepsia, ehronic irritation of the bowels, renal affections, and in the 
female sex functional uterine derangements, sometimes extending into 
organic lesions of the uterus. "" 

Oases of phthisis pulmonalis, the effect both of neglected catarih, bron- 
chitis, and of hereditary taintj have become more numerous for several 
years past. The doctrine of the antagonism of malaria and phthisis is 
not sustained according to our observation; the disease occurring 
as frequently "in the lowest a qd most marsh v localities as in the most 

J J 1- / ■" -• • • " ■•■< '^ 

dry and high. 

Consumption seems as fatal here as elsewhere. Tlie treatment here 

corresponds with that of the profession generally, according as each 

No. xLiit. sN. s. — VOL. vni.— -NO. in. 4 



<*:Ma^ — 



--SS^.*j 



iSi^SBJ* 



118 



NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET. 



[DEC. I 



physician may have adopted the views of tlie debilitant or expectant 
plan of treatment. Some few of oar practitioners have used the cod liv- 
er oil; with the effects of it they declare themselves gratified. 

Erysipelas occurs here at all seasons of the year. Its treatment is ac' 
cording to the indications of each partu:ular case. 

During the winter and partof the spring of the years 1849 and 1860 an 
epidemic made its appearance in thisrCounty. The section of its inva- 
sion consisted of a flat piney country gmong a population, not wealthy, 
and generally moral and industrious. iFheir diet consisted of salt provisions 
and such other diet as is common to our labouring people. In its attack 
it did not seem to b^ choice of age or sex. It was ushered in by severe 
and protracted chills, in which, as welt asjn the progress of the disease 
generally, many peculiar nervous symptoms, were manifest. Reaction 
was imperfect and irregular, and in many cases the vs^scjular system con- 
>£inued depressed throughout the whole sickness. Jn some cases the 
brain was the organ jjiainly disturbed and was always a very ominous 
symptom. In maHy,other cases the respiratory apparatus was mostly 
involved, and in such cases the symptoms were generally latent and ob- 
scure. Again, in some cases this epidemic was attended with a pre- 
-dominant affection of the throat ; the fauces and tonsils were much con- 
rSested and there was tumefactbn of these .p.^rts; the breathing in such 
cases was very irregular and often with mMch difficulty performed at all ; 
«Hd the epidemic as presented in these throat cases, assumed very much 
Hthe appearance and progress of what is called erysipelatous inflamma* 
tion of the throat, popularly called "Black Tongue." In all the cases 
-the respiration seemed oppressed and irregular. The intellect as a gen- 
eral rule was impaired ; the pulse often slow and oppressed, especially 
in cases predominating with brain affections; those attacked were rest- 
less and when approaching towards fatality, apt to be comatose and in- 
coherent in mii^. There was some times preternatural warmth of the 
surface, espeoially in the commencement, after imperfect reaction, but 
most commonly there was no'departure from the natural standard in 
the temperature of the surface. The tongue was in some case3 slightly 
coated, generally red, clean and enlarged ; thirst for cold drinks ; gastric 
irritability not a common symptom. We said the pulse was ofken slow 
and oppressed, and we then might have added that in a majority of 
cases it was frequent, compressible, sometimes soft, and in some cases 
vthe pulse was perfectly natural every way. Profuse perspiration was 
common in the fatal cases. Altogether this disease was singularly malig- 
nantand fatal, its insidiousnes8-,waa^hch that the patient was ofren near 
dissolution before danger was apprehended. Treatment was generally 
unsuccessful unless early and prompt; and the tonic and stimulant was 
the plan most successful both intemaHy and externally. Patients were 
much disposed to sink rapidly under an anti-phlogistic course of treat- 
ment. We did not hear of the first recovery after venesection. Altera- 
tives and aperients were generally used with advantage when not push- 
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ed too far. Quinine seemed to be singularly beneficial.- When the throat 
was predominantly affected the local aj^plication to the fauces of a strong 
solution of argentum nitralis was attended with prompt and decided 
benefit. We regard the nervous system as the main seat ol this disease. 
The cause of this Epidemic is no doubt some unascertained deleterious 
state cf the atmosphere. Occasionally our Counly is yet visited ^ spor- 
adic cases, more amenable to treatment than when appearing epidemic- 
ally, but even in this form the disease is alarming and calling for great 
attention and discrimination in treatment. The disease has beerf called 
here by different names aCcttrding to the complications. It is sometimes 
called congestive typhrts, sometimes billious pneumonia, nervbtas fever» 
head pleurisy, erysipelas, black tongae, etc. It is to be regretted ' that no 
opportunity occurred for making an examinatiort af any case after death* 
Before closing this report we deem it proper to exhibit a short state- 
ment of the states of the atmosphere in the different seasons. In the 
four months first named the atmosphere is generally moist, damp, foggy, 
and sultry. The winds which prevail at this time generally blow from j 
the South passing from the Ocean over an extensive marshy country. In 
the next five months named, embracing the Winter and part of the Spring, t 
the atmosphere i« mostly moist and chilly, and variable, and the wind 
generally blows from the East and North-East, alternating with an occa- 
sional North- Wfester, when the weather is more dry and healthy. In 
the remaining rfionths, May, June and Jnly, the atmosphere is generally 
clear and warnri and the weather fine and pleasant, except in July, 
when it is hofand often ofipressive. In these months the wind is gene- 
rally from theSbulh and'Sonth-i'J'^est, moderate and '.refreshing. The dis- 
eases which prfevail in these thtee months are of an Inflammatory charac- 
ter, consistlngof continued fevers, gastric and Intestinal derangements, 
especially among children. They mostly require a depletory treatment. 

GONORRHCEA. 
By M, LAFAYETfE Byrm, M. D., of New York Ci-tv. 

Having had considerable practice in the above class of Diseases since 
I commenced my Professional career in this City, I have concluded to 
give my views to 'the Readers of the Lancet on this subject, and which 
I trust may prove interesting to those who are not so situated as to gain 
information from every-day practice in this paHlcular department of our 
Science, and, perhaps, awaken some new train of thought in those who 
have been carrying on a "stereotyped" course of treatment ever since 
their admission to practice. 

The natute and symptoms of BlennorrHagia being generally well un- 
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dersfood by the Profession, I will direct my remarks more particularly 
to the treatment uf the disease — the plan of treatment, which in ray 
hands, has proved the most successful. Being situated as I am now, 
and have been for the last two or three years in this city, I have had ihe 
opportunity of [)utting into practice almost every course of treatment 
which has b^eri recommended by the most eminent members of the Pro- 
fession ; and as a consequence, I have by this time fixed upon soma gen- 
eral rules by which I am guided in the treatment of this disease/ The 
results of my practice are what I here propose to give, considering , prac- 
tice of immeas4sirably rpore value than' all the fanciful and bright theories 
that can be originated. , . . ^ 

As a starting point then, Blenorrhagia is a disease which is infectious 
in its nature ; its seat is in the urethra, and a dijjcharge of purulent mat- 
ter issues therefrom, accompanied with yariable degrees of scalding or 
burning and prtin during micturition. One thing of vital importance is 
to know how soon after an exposure, the disease first manifests itself? 
And how long before a person who has thus been exposed can be consid- 
ered out of danger ? ^Mduy opjnions bave been advanced on these points ; 
«nd I mus!^ say that some opinious do not reflect much credit upon those 
who called them into ejjistence, from the simple fact that a large majority 
of writers run either into one extreme or the other. For instar^ce, one 
will say that danj(er exists not beyond the fifth or sixth day, while s^noth- 
er keeps his patient in alarm saying thjit none can, be consijiered safe 
under twenty-one days! Again one will tell us tl^at the disease fre- 
quently makes it^ appearance within iwenty-four hours after exposure ; 
1 another 8ay<i, and with equal emphasis, that it never appears sooner than 
I the fourth dajr. This mode of reasoning appears to me to be erroneons, 
for the two lose ^ sight of the fact that the disease may make its appear- 
j ance sooner in pne individual than i,n another, according to the tempera- 
', ment, age, habits, diet, general mofle of living of the patient, and climate. 
|; So with the same indiviifual at dilTereht times Tif at one time he has 
I! been living teniperotely, not exposed to in^lemeiicies of weather, and not 
;, taking any very violent exercise, diet moderately nourishing and bowels 
j regular, he is not so apt to have the disease developed in his system at 
; an early period after exposure a^ if he liad been indulging in spiritual li- 
quors, losing sleep, eating very stiniulatiiig food and undergoing great ex- 
I posures at night or during inclement weather ; in fact he is very likely to 
, contract the disease or briiig it to a starting point, in his system under the 
latter state of tliiugJ even Jlfter an exposure that is questionable, whereas 
I in the first instance. he miglit escape entirely, although positively brought 
1, into contact with the disease., I allude to this point in order to show 
j how cautiot;s the Physician should be in advancing an opinion in rela- 
i, tion to the prompt or retarjded appearance of Blenorrhagia. I could oc- 
'' cupy much time in considering this matter in detail, and 1 should like to 
.1 do so if tile limits of a communication like the present would admit, but 
^ it does not. It riiay form the subject of a future article. 
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I must, therefore, Qonfine aiyself to the , treatment of Blenorrhagia. 
And first as of high importance I will speak of the Prophylactic plan. Al- 
though we are not acquainted with ^ny positive antidote against' the vir- 
us from which arisen this disease, still I am o^ the opinion that very much 
can be done to prevent its full development. AAer suspicious sexual in- 
tercourse the parts should be well cleansed by a thorough ablution with 
castile soap and water or merely the cold water without the soap/orwhai 
I have found in it¥f practice better than all other means is to dissolve a- 
bout twelve grains of the super-carbonate of Soda in a pint of water with 
which the parts should, be bathed immediately after an exposure, and to 
allow, some of tht^ fluid to pass a short distance into the urethra. The 
bladder should also now be releived ; and to make every thing more ccr. 
tain the person should take a dose of some anti-blenorrhagic medioin^ 
three times daily for two or three days. A small quanuty of Nitric Ether 
with Turpentine or Cubebs, Copaiba, Capsules, or something of that na- 
ture would be applicable. To which should be added once a day some 
purgative remedy. These more extreme measures need not be resorted to 
as prophylaxis unless in very suspicious cases. Bathing the parts in the 
solution of super-carbonate of Soda is a means on which much reliance 
can be placed, Hndcorabjned with timely micturition, and avoiding stim- 
ulating food and drinks for a few days will in a majority of cases, prevent 
the development of the disease. Diluent drinks should he freely taken^ 
during the first three days after the exposure. When the above pre(ila"ii- 
tions have been taken, or even if they have been it is the duty of tiiose 
concerned to look well to' the third uay^ for in most cases Blenorrhagia 
makes its. appearti'nce at that time. It is true that there are usually 
some manifestations of the approach of the disease before that time, such 
as an uneasy or^'perhaps, slightly painful sensation felt in one or both of 
the testicles during walking or while undergoing any considerable exer- 
cise ; at times the scrotum is a little tender, and the rubbing of the clothes 
against it in w'aTking seems to increase the tenderness. These premoni- 
tory symptoms — as they may be termed — generally make their appear- 
ance as early as the beginning of the second day ; on the third day the 
disease begins to manifest itself in a more decided manner. Should any 
suspicions have been arotised in the' person's mind, on rising in the 
morning he will discover a slight oozing of straw-colour, tubid or white 
fluid from the urethra, at the same time there is observed a slight degree 
of redness around the meatus urinarlus, its lif)S being pufied out-, and 
some difficulty or burning experienced in making water. 

At this stage of the disease should be commenced what is termed t\ie 
abortive treatment. Even the delawof a few hours may allow the di'l- 
eaSe lime to get such a start ns will nor be checked until it has gone 
through all its stages. If there is any excuse possible which the pat^ept 
can now m^ike to remain in doors for one or two day3, he should by all 
means do so. Two days at this time are worth as many weelis whep 
the disease is fully developed. Thereldre let the patient refflfa/a in hi^ 
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room if this is possible. The first thing notv for him to take should be 
a brisk purge of Safphate of Magnesia, ether alone or in combination 
with Senna. At the same time he should commence the use of injec- 
tions of Sulphate of Zftnc and Acetate of Lead, ten grains of each to four 
ounces of water to which is added one drachm of Rose water. This 
should be injected into the urethra every half hour without fail. Very 
much also depends upon what kind of a syringe is made use of ; the com- 
mon glass syringes are often highly injurious, the nozzle or point is made 
quite too long, passing one inch and even more into the urethra— thus of 
itself proving a source of irritation often sufficient to develope the disease. 
Therefore select a syVinse with a very short spouty and which should 
hold abont half an ounce of liquid. It is not necessary that the Injection 
should pass more than two inches into the ur'ethra as the inflammation 
at this stage does not extend more than an inch or two along the canal, • 
often not to such a distance. The patient should also tdk*» 59 of Spirits of 
Nitre in half a pint of cold water every two hours during the day and un- 
til late at night, at the same time making use of diluent drinks in great 
abundance ; simple Gum-water, Flax-seed tea, or a drink made of 5'j o^ 
Super Carbonate of Soda In one quart of green tea or common water, of 
which a wine-glassflll should be taken every hour. The diet must con- 
sist of weak tea and toast, rice, mush and milk, or mush and molasses — 
things of the very blandest nature possible, all stimulating drinks being 
positively prohibitecf. This course of treatm^n't should be pursued for 
thirty-six or forty-eight hours, at the enif of which time all symptoms ot 
the disease will have vanished if the abortive tteatment has been suc- 
cessful — which it will be in a large mnj6rity of cases if the course just 
pointed out he strictly adhered to. 

[To be concluded in the Jtinnify Number.] 



^rt |P||;-(e^terttal |ipf})litatijan of 61]l0r0f0rm. 
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-M. D., OF Sag Ha RB^ II, New York. 



Thb external application of Chloroform as a remedL-il agent for treat- 
ing all nervous pains lias proved itself so invaluable a remedy in my 
hhnds as to induce me to lay before tlife Readers o( the Lancet my ex- 
perience in its use without waiting for further experiments. As a suc- 
cessfuf result must necessarily depenJ''ipon the proper method of iis 
appfJeation, I will be explicit in describing the plan I have usually 
adoj^ted. ^» 

When a vbry decided and immediate etfect is to ' be expected, paiticu- 

, larcare is n*»cessary to prevent all evaporation, and preserve the yas in 

contact with the skin, to do this, in6si effectually, I have used air-tight 

coverings. Ih cases of Neuralgia, Pleurodynia, etc., a peice of cotton 

cloth saturated with the liquid and applied to the part, immediately 
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covered with a folded napkin and retained until it ^ts as a rubefa- 
cient will answer the most sanguine expectations ; but ir^tbe most severe 
cases, such as "Tic Douleur/eiiix," Tetanus, etc., when the most decisive 
and prompt treatment is dem.anded I have applied lint saturated to the 
seat of pain, and in Tetanus to the whole tract of the spinal column, 
covered with india-rubber cjoth and retained i( until followed by par- 
tial vesication. The effect in every case has been followed by satisfac- 
tory results. In tooth-ache, from exposure of the nerve, I have found 
no remedy so effectual. lis finding the cavity with cotton saturated with 
Chloroform and renewing it until the sensibility of .the nerve is effected. 
I have availed myself of this powerful ansBsthetic agent in Tetanus but 
once, the subject was % young lad. It was Idiopathic. The muscular 
contractions but partial, and although the case presented the most favour- 
able aspect for ultimate recovery — I perceived no henejit from any treat- 
ment until I availed myself, of Chloroform. I applied it to the spine and 
used it as a liniment over the whole surface of the body; the spasms 
were soon controlled, ^nd the case terminated favorably. The Profession 
is too apt to be over sanguine in its faith in new remedies. Hardly a 
week transpires without some new and infaiiible remedy is brought to 
our notice. In a majority of cases — novelty is the greatest recommend- 
ation. They are soon consigned to the "tomb of all Capulets." The 
external application of Chloroform I trust will prove an exception ; I 
have watched its effects closely, and have endeavoured^ not to allow my 
judgement to become influenced by enthusiasm. 



LEFT VENTRICLE OF THE HEART. 
By 0. C. GiBBSjM. D., of Perry, Ohio. 

In the summer of 1861, a Gentleman, some 30 years of age, came un- 
der fny observation ; the more prominent symptoms of whose case were 
palpitation and irregular action of the heart. An examination revealed 
a loud and prolonged systolic sound over the apex of ^the heart accom- 
panied with a rough, low, regurgative murmur and ^the case was diag- 
nosed as one of enlargement of the left ventricle accorppanied with dis- 
ease of the mitral valves. 

Some years before he was attacked with inflammfi,tory rheumatism, 
a^d being afraid of regular I^ractitioners he sought relief of a "Botanic." 
,A(ter several weeks of illness he escaped with his life, on an unfortunate 
lease, the terms of which were, inevitable death at no very distant peri- 
od ! 

At the time of examination he was being treated by an "Eclectic." — 
The heart was pronounced all right ; the liver — that quack-abused organ 
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was laid seige to as the grand instigator of all disturbance in the animal 
economy. As he sought diagnostic opinion instead of therapeutic advice 
he continued under treatment for "Liver complaint." Some two months 
afterwards, after an unusually hard day's labour he suddenly expired. 
With some little difficulty an opportunity was obtained for a post-mor- 
em examination. 

On opening the thoracic cavity the heart was found in its natural po- 
sition with an unusual enlargement of the left ventricle, the remaining 
portion of the heart being apparently nf ordinary dimensions. On open> 
ing the heart's cavities and emptying them of the blood they contained 
the mitral and aortic valves and columnte carnse were found in an ossi- 
fied condition. The walls of the left ventricle were greatly thickened, 
but their accurate measurement is not remembered. The ventricular 
cavity was but slightly 4*nlarged. The whole heart when empty of blood 
weighed thirty-one ounces. 

The -brain, for want of permission, was not examined; but from the 
purple appearance of the face it was presCimed that the immediate cause 
of death was apoplexy. 



i 



^rt. ||||.-fmtiittttt0f Itttrjjtral dmUlnms. 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir : — Having seen in recent Numbers of your Lancet, several 
interesting cases reported, of the effects of opium on pregnant women, it 
occurs to me to send you an accoopt, to be.disposed of as you may deem 
proper. 

Mrs. P., aged 88 ; of full habit, in good health, seven months advanced 
in her first pregnancy ; tpQ-k cold, .which was fpllowed by a cough. She 
sought advice, and was ordered by her Physician — a man of high stand- 
ing in the profession — a cough jnixture containing a ]}ortion of opium. 
After taking several doses of the drops.she had headache and dizziness. 
But not imputing the symptoms to the medicine, it was continued, and 
on the second day she, was seized with convulsions. The convulsions 
soon yielded to quiet, cathartics ^i>4 ice to the bead. This lady went 
her full time, had a natural labour and a living child. 

Mrs. T., aged 25, in good health and constitution, seven and a half 
months advanced in the first pregnancy was seized with pain in the 
stomach and slight vomiting. Being engaged in a case of difiicult la- 
bour, and ignorant ol her pregnant condition, I directed her to take small 
doses of Sulphate of Morphine, and to apply mustard paste to the epigas- 
trium. Head-ache and dizziness soopcameon, and were followed by 
^. eonvulsions, which continued at intervals for 12 hours. 

. The treatment consisted of copious bleeding ; leeching ; purging ; and 
ice to the head. Miscarriage took place in six, days ; the child was still- 
born ; patient recovered. 
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ij The amount of opium taken in these cases was vory moderate — and 'j 

:, und.er other circumstances would have been very beneBcinl. 

jj Respectfully your«, 

|i J. M. Nye, M. D. 

!' Lynn, Miissacliusetts- Doc. 1853. 
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Dii. Nklson. 

Djar Sir: — The followiii;.:: case — which came under illy notice a few 
days since — may prove not un-interesting to the Readers of your valuable 
Lanckt. 

A gentleman of tills place, aged thirty years, noticed iwosmall abscesf- 
es on the side of his face, one jist below the right cheek, and the other on 
the temple at ,thc e(,ji;e of .thejiair. They first appearetl on Sunday the 
13ih, but he gave th.-m no atteiftion.As they occasionecJ' 'tittle or no pain. 
In the night eftheOoth I -was sent to open the abscesses; but on exam- 
ination I found that suppuration had not progressed snfjiciently to requirn 
the use of the lancet, and I, therefore, ordered the application oTpoultices, 
On the morning of the 16th, having detected some pus, I opened both ab- 
scesses, one discharging about one ounce of healthy pus and the other 
nearly half that ainonnt of pus of an un-healthy character. At tbis time, 
however, there was some redness of the su^'rounding surface which indic- 
ated inllammation. I ordered poultices to the part for the purpose of pro- 
moting suppuration, and a dose of rhubaib and n)agnesia tokeep.the 
bowels in a soluble coudition ;\.s there was some tentiency to costiveness. 
Nothing more was done unfil night; lie comphnned but very little, and 
said that he felt perfectly well with the e;cception of the abscesses on his 
face. The bowels had been freely acted upon. At night he complained 
of the increasing swelling and pVin, and yet there was not more infiam- 
matioH than is commonly seen attending abscesses of this descvipti'on. I 
gave him a portion of morphliie on Wednesday nig'ht whicli caused him 
to rest tolerably well. Thursday morning I pressed out a small quantity 
of pus, and re-applied the poultice; there was not much'swelling or in- 
ii llammation that day. However for fear of injury Ixjing done by the irans' 
\[ fer of the inflammation IVom the surface to the brain I gave him a full 
ii dose of calomel at ten o'clock Thursday ; nothing resulting from the cal'o- 
j, mel at 4 r. ai. I administered Sujier-tartrate of j)otash. This acted ,We|.N 
1 jiroducing good bilious evacuations. During the night he took a diaiihor- 
I' etic mixture with sulphate of morphine to (j^iiiet the nervuu:? e.>:citcment, 
l< as he was very restless. lie passed a bad nigl'it'.' Friday mbrning the 
I right sidt* of Uie.face was considerably swollen and ihe surrounding snr- 
I; face much inllamed. I now cupped him freely over' the 'fn^lained ])art: 
^ and would have 'cipplied leeches could any have'.been )^'()c.u red. The 
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bmin bad^aow become implicated as he was delirious. Blisters were ap- 
plied to tba back of i)ie head and neck, on each leg, and sinapisms lo the 
upper extremities ; poured cold water on the head about every half hour. 
He did not seem to improve in the least under this plan of treatment, but 
on the contrary to become worse ever; moment. No internal medicine 
was administer«d, as b« could not swallow, from very eaily Friday morn- 
incf. The temporal artery was opened — as active. cerebral inflammation 
was going on: — b*it itseemrd to do aught else than to reduce the pulse trf 
a trifling degree. rThe head was shaved, and the application of the cold 
water continued, l>«t all to no purpose. 1 then tied him again froni the 
arm as mitch.as he. could bear, and in spue of all hQ,iUed.on Saturday at 
6 A. iM. The infiatqination on the surface seemed— :to)vards the latter 
stage— to assume the erysipelatous form. 

Now wa« not the sadden death ol this man caused by, liietastasis of the 
inflammation from the surface to the brain ; or^ould ar^ independent in- 
fl'Unmalory action have been so suddenly developed.' 
Very truly yours, 

H. C. CooLEv, M. D. 

L:iurons Court Hon?e, South Carolina, Nov. 1853. 



^t-'llll---llatental Inflame un % latas 

AS EXHIBITED IN A CAT. 
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Dr. Nei.son. r 

Dear Sir. :r— During a recent visit at Ulllsborough, in this State, I be- 
came acquainted with the following cjccvjHnstances. The case is a very 
singular one ; and if you think it wilkinterest your Readers you are at li- 
berty to publish it in your Lancet^ 

Mr. Davio?,Kimball was visited at his house by a li|ilt^ girl who had a 
club-foot and who was very foijd of cats. Mr. K., ha«i. a cat who — up to 
this time — was pleased to be.harjdled by any one, but from the first on 
seeing this chitlu, seepied to be much frighteaed ^nd. especially so on ac- 
count of her foQ^t, for oa seeing it she would make ^he most desperate ef- 
forts to get a*w,ay. anct hide. Some four weeks, or t.liereabout, after the 
visit of this girU the cat had a litter of four,kittens; and every one of the 
four had each one foot turned in precisely like tlie girl, and it was the 
same foot in each one. 

Respectfully yours, 

J4MES M. Hartwell. 

Hampton, New Hampshire, Nov. 27th, 1853* 

[The above case is highly interesting in a physiological point of view, 
while it is unique in its character. Very m^ny are inclined to disbelieve 
that the mind of the mother can exert any iu;fluence >^liatever on the foe- 
tus; and that the various singular appearances, or dJlForinities, presented > 
by the new-born infant are traceable to otMgr causes than impressions ^ 
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made upon (fier mother's mind and transmitted to the foetus in Utero. — 
Now what wilfthey think of puss* fright at the chih-footed little girl, and 
then giving birth to four kittens eacli with the diSbrmity so well marked ? 
The Rev. Mr. Hi«TWELL will accept our thanks for his communication. — 
Ed. N. a. L.] 



^rt. Ill ||.-f reatment 0f fnpjioili Itbcr. 

By J. E. Stkwakt, M. D,,of Jackson, Tennessee. 

Oct. 4th, 1853. I wh* requested to visit M. A., aged 10 years, who 
had been sick for »sever{^t*days. She complained of constant head-ache, 
great thirst: tongife dry and cracked, and covered with a coat almon 
black; leeth at their base covered with black sordes; corners of the 
mouth raw and dtttk and the lower l»p excoriated and black to the skin 
above the chin ; tongue cannot be protruded; bowels loose, painful and 
swollen ; subsultus tendinum; delirious during the night and* ufitil 10 A. 
M. ; refuses all nourishment. R. Roirx* plan, to whidris added 15 drops 
of laudanum after each evacuation, and the following pill : Pulv. Rkei, 
QiiinioB, Capsici, of each 10 grains, to which gum Accacia was added to 
make 20 pills. One to be taken every hour until 12 A.M. The tartar 
emetic ointment was applied three times a day over the abdotnen and 
sacrum until pustulation was produced. This treatment was continued 
until the 10th, when milk and brandy was substituted for the pill. The 
patient was discharged cured on the 15th. It is to be understood that 
the rhubarb was nat continually administered^ but on^y when the state 
of the bowels required it. I omitted to mention that cloths with cold 
water were kept constantly applied to the forehead — during the exacer- 
bation — when practicable; for the delirium was frequently of such in- 
tensity that the cloths were torn away as fast as they were applied. 

Four other cases— of a milder character — occurred in the same family, 
and treated u^on precisely the same plan, and with like results as itY*<he 
above case. 
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EDiTonsiiii- OF \Voi.yRKD Nelson, M. D., of Montheal, C. E. 



!| A Trentise on General Fatholo-^'y. IJy Dr. J. Hkni.e, Professor of Analo- 



my in the Univer.<ity of H«:*]Mfll)erg. Translated jVom ilieGerman, by 

Hknrv C. fiiESto^, A. M., ^f. D. PhifHrfel|>hia : LiMS/t i Blakiston. 

18jo. 8vo. p|). o91. From tlve Publishers, by Express. 
Tiiis is, verily, a ^'Metaphysical German Work," as the Tra.uslator terms 
it in his preface. ,ToVnter upon any thing like a critique or ^inaiysis of 
liie views ente.rtajned by tUe learned Author, would be a task at once la- 
borious and of cpinparatfvjBly little nijlity. Certainly no great amount of 
practical infonuajion would Result from the edort, although we are far 
irom denying that tbere. i^ much in this volume to convince one that, iioi- 
withstanding the write< is a den^p thinker, prone to theorizing, even to the 
expressing of views thg^i f^ixy^h^ deemed more fanciful than palpable, yet 
there isabpndant proof thi},t iiQ (.-^ a close observer of nature, and has en- 
joyed good opportwnklies f(/r, studying diseitse at ihe bed -side. 

The IritrodjfcttoiiJ.S inoishallcd under live hoads : 

I. Medical wSvLsteinsi 

II. Medical Disciplines. (And this is subdivided into Six Parts.) 
HI. Sy6t<?4q of Rational Pathology. , .v 

IV. Contents and Divisions of Rational Pathology Symptomatology and 
Nosology,, . . . , ^ . 

V. Historical view of Medical Systems. Arranged into seven distinct 
. periods; ijie .whole occupying 100 closely printed pages. 

The repiaining 284 jiages embrace four sections : 
• I. (icn»!ral Pathology. Three sub -sections. 

II. General ^'Etiology. Xl'r^e ^iib'Secfions;^ again divided into ten parts. 

III. Disease in its Relatioiis of Extent. Three sub-sections, divided hi- 
j to twenty parts. 

I IV. The relations of Disease with regard to Time. Divided and sub- 
; divided seven times. 

i We have been thus i)articular in giving a general view of the contents 

I of this euridite bt)ok, that our Readers may be enabled to form some idea 
j of its contents, and that the Book-worm maj^ have some inkling of the 
I *'feast of reason and ilpw of soul" — if we may venture upon the comi»ari- 

son, i,f riot parody— that he may be treateil to if so disposed. 
!j The patieiit and attentive reader, whoever he is, will not, we promise 
,' . him, have a fruitless task before him. He will have much to admire, aucl 
* not a little to. engage his reflective faculties; and he will rise from the 
►a perusal of the woik having gained some valuable practical liints. But 



L'HlSs^^ -■- 



♦€2S6:S 






BifetlOGR'APHICAL DEPARTMENT. 



159 



i 



this is not a Treatise that we would place in the hands of a tyio, in pre- 
ference to work's more immediately nractical and of a nature to make him 
less of a theorist and more a i)ian oi'aciioH. 

Ill tlie proem, niost of which iS'devo^- to the History of Medicine, 
there is much' to' gratify the lover of Science- Amongst the great names 
which an; placed before them, the American'and English readers will be 
proud to find that some of the greatest benefactors df Physic were Anglo' 
Saxons. We need merely nfiention the names of Harvey and John Hun- 
ter, and that of our contemporary, Marshali!. Hall, whose views of the 
Nervous System m^et with the most respectful notice, and some of his de- 
ductions are admitted as incontrovertible facts. 

Was the "Green-eyed monster" at work when I^. Henle penned the 
following paragraph, in a futile attempt to disparage the merits of his il- 
lustrious countryman, Justus Liebio? Be this as it may, the retuarks are 
as unworthy of Dr. H. as they are unfair to, and unmerited by, the truly 
great man to whom they are applied : 

"Would that the fruits brought to maturity in sudden heat might not 
hasten to a speedy decay ; and, above all, would that they might not be 
abused to decoy us back again into the old fetters. Already in the school 
of LiEBia, which is as ignorant of modern improvements as of the earlier 
errors of our science, medicine is again metamorphosed into one of those 
crude humoral theories which, spreading like contagion, have hitherto 
followed after such chemical discovery. Not even the teleological vital 
force would be left us ; because Liebiq understands, as well as his pre- 
decessors, how to draw out of the fine tissue of organic life a few threads, 
in tte shape of chemical processes, and then to olfer us the tangled skein 
as the share of vitalism. A host of weak eclectiss praise him, that they 
are once more permitted to establish themselves in their inherited ideas, 
which they had feared they nt'u:?t abandon. In opposition to this reaction 
which,' like every reaction, obtrudes itself violently and vehemently, and 
in case of necessity renders contradicting facts suspicious^ or silently sup- 
presses them, physiology is obliged to take our threatened improvements 
under its protection. With the inborn legitimacy of facts,' physibldgy 
shall encounter the conservatism which usurps opinion : but history shall 
teach us to mistrust every theory, which, without paying attention to the 
symptoms of diseases, has the imi>udent boldness to express their nature 
with one comprehensive word." 

Alter all we have said,* we feel disposed to recommend this work, — 
\Vhich is the mere pioneer of a more elaborate one, in two volumes, on 
special pathology, with which, also, the translator promises lo treat the 
medical world — to every Physician who is fond of the literature of his 
Profession, and who enjoys sulficient leisure to devote au hoUr daily to it,' 
— and who is the happy man, so lully favoured of practice as not to have 
a little respite now and then — to recreate his mind whilst resting his 
wearied body, after the toils and anxieties of most arduous and responsi- 
ble duties. 
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The MicroAcopist; or a Complete Manual on the u^e of the Microscope : i{ 
For Physicians, Stadentf, and all Lovers of Natural Science. Second ,j 
Edition, Improved and Enlarged, with Illustrations. By Joseph H. 
Whvtes, M. ]>. Philadelphit^ : Lindsay * Blakiston. London : Tsub- 
NER A Co., 1853, 8vo., pp. il2. From the Publishers by Express, 
The very rapid sale of one large edition in England and the United 
States in a little more than one year is proof sufficient tbat this unpreten- 
ding little volume has met with much favour at the bands of the Pro- 
fession. The ])resent edition had been considerably enlarged, and con- 
tains in a small compass all the information required for the Practitioner 
or Student to prosecute with advantage the study of microscopical science 
— a science replete with interest and pOfekive results to suy nothing of the 
**sights" and which is sheddfrig floods of light upon Medical Science^ 
This volume will be found a Valuable assistant in the study as well as 
in the dissecting-room, and we warmly jrecommend it to our Readers. — 
H. 
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Publications Received. 

From Lindsay & Blakiston, Philadelphia, by Express. 
Chemistry and Metallurgy as applied to the Study and Practice of Dental 
Surgery. By A. Snowden, M. D., Late Protessor of Anatomy and Phy- 
siology in the Washington University of Baltimore. With numerous il- 
lustrations. Philadelphia : 1854. 8vo. pp. 516." 

Lectures on Surgical Pathology, delivered ar the Royal College of Sur- 
geons of England. By James Paget, F. R. S., etc. With 116 illustra- 
iioris< Philadelphia : i8!54. 8vo. pp.699. 

A Text-Book of Anatomy^ and Guide in Dissections, for the Use of Stu- 
dents of Medicine and Dental Surgery. By W. R. Hand*", M. D., Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy and Physiology in the Baltimore College of Dental 
Surgery, etc. With 264 illustrations. 1854. 8vo. pp. 810.*' 
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TRUTH WITHOUT FEAK. 

PLATTSBURGH, (New York ;) DECEMBER, 1853. 

We regret that the crowded state of our pages will only allow the inser- 
tion of half of Prof. Draper's Lecture in the present Number of the Lan- 
cet; an<I when concluded, we need scarcely remind our Readers that it 
will well repay perusal. It grapples frankly and resolutely with a most 
important subject — and the arguments brought forward to sustain the 
main proposition are not only full of that logical acumen, which is so 
characteristic of Prof. Draper's mind, but they are irresistible, dnd bid 
defiance both to the Casuist and Sopliist. tWe regard this Lecture as be- 
ing one of the most important in its bearings ever delivered ; and it can- 
not fail to convince the Legislator, whilst i^.will undoubtedly unite the 
entire Profession in one earnest appeal for a release from a most incon- 
sistent, unnecessary, and. oppressive law. 'We say to our Friends, re^d 
this Lecture, and s;ive it a cirqulation througli^put the land — i|t is an appeal- 
in behalf of suffering l;iumaTiity, and an app^l in behalf of ou^r honored 
Professson ; and above all, for the sake of. q«i common Profession, press 
upon every Member of the Legislature with whom you may meet the ne- 
cessity of immediate action on the subject. 'As Prof. Draper's Lecture 
boldly advocates the general and i.ijdisputable rights of the entire Profess- 
ion throughout the Qountry and s^sks for th?H Profession, nothing more 
than what it is in gopcjl fa.ith and reason, most righteously entitled to, has 
it not a claim upon every Medical Journal ii^, the Land ? We thank so 
and, therefore, suggest,.,ihat each on^^of our numerous exchanges should 
at once publish it. Let us, professjipnal Brethren be up and doing — ;9ur 
united effort on this su;bject will enable.us to accomplish all that the Lec- 
ure calls for, viz : the tnactment of a law which will secure to us our legal 
rights. 



|rtat|ing ani f rattising. 



Numerous are the ways and means whereby the very common, though j 

not less true saying of preaching one thing and practising ariother are ex- ! 

empllfied. The following — call it what you will, *'the big end of nothing d 
or the little endof something"— has been forwarded to us. The advertis 



^ 



132 NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET. [DEC 



if- 



i 



|l er is well known to us ; but for sundry jrood things he has tlonc», and hi« 
', .distrust in the course he has adopted, we withold his name and locality. 
■ \ /'TO THE PUBLIC. The question is now ^'being discussed" in Massa- 

i| ehusettM, whether it is orthodox, or in accordance with the strict rules of jl 

'I propriety, and the etiquette of rej^ular physicians, for Doctors to advertise | 

!' rn the papers, as ollt^'f^eopie advertise^. - >• 

|! While this question is being settled, (for I would not violate any pro- ; 

jj fessional ru'e, or do any thing that looks like ^juackery,) I will take the \. 

,; liberty to say, that I a'in prepared to treat all the ills and aches that flesh |, 

1' and hours a're'liefr to, on scientific principles ; and Wltli as much success J 

I as the lights of science and the nature of the case will admit. The dis- ;! 

i| eases of this country are so nuqierous and complicated, that it is impos- i 

li sible to enumerate tiiem, uHfthtn life prescribed limits of an advertisctTient. .; 

jj Wlien I suy all, I mean all. Having devoted more than the usual time || 

'.] to the study of the profession, and ntr<»nded three full courses of -^ledical '! 

jj lectures, (over 2,100 lectures, oh^ hour each,) in one of the, best jnstitu- | 

;| tione in the United States, and having hnd more than twenty years prac- | 

|, lice, I flatter myself tliat I can treat the diseases of the country with as '! 

;; much skill and success, as those whb have less knowledge arid less expe- , 
jj rience (if there shoald be any such) alttiough 1 may not make so much 

j. •*noise and confusion." !i 

;! My Olfice if over the , where I may be found at all reasonable '| 

j hours, when not absent on professional business; and my residence is on i 

I Street, where I maybe found at all unreasonable hours, when not ■' 

i| engaged in healing the sick, and reW?iving the distressed. My charges •! 

.j will be reasonable but not re/-^ low ; and when I have done u)y duty I j' 

n shall want my pay, thht Fmay be able to pay others. ]i 

■; M. U. I 

P" S. Should this advertisement be a violation of the rules of the profe^- ;| 

sion, it will be withdrawn as soon as possible alter the question is settled.' ^ 

Read this which way you may,nnd the conclusion is forced upon us '| 

that Dr. has' sinned against true professional etiquette. It matters ;l 

not what they do in .Massachusetts or Patagonia ; a man's good sense ;| 

should dictate all his actions and these actions good or bad will tell ac- I 

cording to their merits. Advertising will never secure much if any busi- I 

ness to the Medical Man. Living in a small town or place, the more '! 
*'noise and' confnsion" he makes the less profit will It be to hirn. We 
take it that if he advertises at all it should be in the terms of a business 
card — name, olTice, and residence. The public will find out the rett 
Take in the *'ahingle" Doctor. 
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Tiiisos TO ne Remembered. Isi. That our Lancet is forced upon no 
one, and is in every instance discontiryjed at the expiration of the time 
paid for, notice of expiranon being always given ; 2nd. That persons de- 
siring to secure unbroken files should renew with as little delay as possi- 
ble ; 8d. Thafour club terms are 3 copied, one year, for $2 ; 6 copies $A; 
10 copies !^6y always in advance;. 4th.;That Agents are not allowed to - 
retain a commission on their individual subs'criptions; 5th. That bilU 
of every specie-paying Bank in the Utdon are received at par in pj^- 
ment for the Lancet, as also Post-Cflice stamps; 6th. That Correspond- 
ents may write on both sides of tfiesheet of paper, but that we decidedly 
object to crofisingi ayd it is optional for iheni or not to pay the postage 
on papers for publication; TilJ^ T^a-t the ^j^bstAge on the Lancet paid \\ 
quarterly in a»lvance is one half cent on each number for any distance ; 'j 
8t!i. That new Volumes of the Lanckt commence in October and April :• 
of each year; 9th. That as we de«'»fe tft nVfil^e the Lancet as practical as ;| 
possible, we are compelled to decline the publicalion of all papers — how- 'j 
ever well written — not having a diryct and very close bearing upon Med- r? 
ical Science. ' S| 



MESSRS 



:^si^Ua^<s:>^^^^ 



AMERICAN LANCET; 



AUONTHLT JOXTBirAI. 



OF 



PEACTICAL MEDICINE. 



Editor and Proprietor, 

HORACE NELSON, M. D., 

PROFESSOR OF SURGKRY AND SURGICAL JURISPRUDENCE 
IN THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT*. 
FELLOW OF THE PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETV, LATE LECTURER ON ANATOMY 
AND PHYSIOLOGY. IN THE SfcHOOL OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY, AND 
ON DESCRIPTIVE AND SURGICAL ANATOMY, IN THE ST. LAWR- 
ENCE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE OF MONTREAL. 

Assistant and Corresponding Editor, 

DR. ALFRED NELSON, 

LICENTIATE OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS. 
CANADA EAST 



Vol. VIll No. IV. January. Whole No. XLVL 



PLATTSB[;rxC:iH, (New York :> 
Prixted and PuBLiSHKi) AT The Lancet Office ; 

MONTREAL, (Canada East:) 
No- 13 Little Saint James Street. 



1854. 



Eseea* 



r 



^.-v 



-- ^^. 



sSiWa* 



f 



^(mWh^^ — 

^xl |||||.--Jln ^tnl t0 % »mt tti itto |0rli 

TO LEGALISE THE DISSECTION OF THE DEAD. 
Beinq an Introductory Lecture, Delivered at the Opening of the 
Session of the Medical Department of the University 
OF New York. 

By John W. Draper, M. D., President op the Medical Faculty. 

[Concluded from page 112.] 
"Twice has Rome governed the world, ouce by her Ctesars and once 
by her Popes ;" that is a saying of Mazzini's He might have said thrice, for 
she has governed it too by her Science. How many of the germs of modern 
knowledge do we owe to that fruitful soil, how many great inventions ? 
It was in Italy that the laws of the descent of bodies to the Earth, and of 
the equilibrium of fluids were first determined by Galileo. It was in 
the cathedral of Pisa, that that illustrious philosopher watched the swing- 
ing of the chandelier, and observing that its vibrations large or small were 
made in equal times, left the house of God his prayers unsaid, but the 
pedulum clock invented. It was to the senators of Venice that he first 
showed the satellites of Jupiter, the crescent from of Venus, and the spots 
upon the Sun. It was in Italy that Sanctorio invented the thermometer, 
that ToRRiCELLi constructed thd barometer, and demonstrated the press- 
ure of the air. It was there that Castelli laid the foundationsof Hydrau- 
lics, and discovered the laws of the flowing of water. There too the 
first European astronomical observatory was established, and there Stan- 
CARi first counted the number of vibrations of a string which is emitting 
musical notes; there Gassendi determined the velocity of sound through 
the atmosphere, and fvhowed that every note high and low came with an 
equal swiftness. It was there that De Dominis gave the first idea of the 
trurt nature of that most beautiful of all meteors, the Rainbow ; and Grim- 
ALDi proved, that two rays of light, no matter how brilliant they may be, 
can be so combined as lo produce total darkness; and so laid the found- 
ations of that great Theory, which next after the Theory of Universal 
Gravitation of Newtox, is the noblest conception to whicb the mind of 
man has ever yet attained, the wave-theory of light. The Florentine 
Academicians shewed that dark heat might be reflected by mirrors across 
spare, and in our own times Melloni has provfd that it may be polarized. 
The first philosophical societies were the Italian, the first. Botanical 
garden was established at Pisa, and the classification of plants given by 
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Cesalpinus. The first Geological museum was founded at Verona, ar\d 
the first who cultivated the study of fossil remains, the foundation of 
modern Geology, were Leonardi da Vinci the Painter, and Fracaster. 
The great discoveries of this Century which have immortalized the name 
of Davy, it is true are the proj)erty of Etigland, but the instrumen»s which 
Davy used bear the names of Galvani and Volta. Why need I speak of 
Science alone, who will dispute with that illustrious people the palm of 
Music and Painting, of Statuary and Architecture. The dark ploud 
which for a thousand years has hung over that benuiifnl peninsula, is 
fringed with irradiations of light. But in the long list of her wonderful 
achievements, if dnly considered, there is none which presents her in- 
telligence and power in a more strikiiig view than her action on the cir- 
cumstance I am recalling tonight. When we witness the Moliammedan 
reluctance in enlightened America in this nineteenth Century, we must 
surely allow to Italy of the fourteenth, the merit of a philanthropy great- 
er than our own, and a moral courage more than Roman, 

This example was lost on the Northern Euiopeans ; Vesalius says that 
they were dissecting dogs in the Univiirsity of Paris in his time. In- 
deed it is only in our own recollection that England has felt she could 
follow it. It was not until the question had been illustrated by the most 
monstrous crimes, that the British Parliament seriously turned its attention 
to the subject. There as here, the diflTiculty consists in arresting the 
public attention ; when that is accomplished you may safely wait for 
the result. After a close examination of all the arguments that could be 
presented, and it is needless to say that they were of every kind, theolo- 
gical, political, social, Parliament legalized the study of Practical Anato- 
my, and made duo provision for the pursuit of it by law. 

Standing in clear relief from the rest of the United States, Massachu- 
setts has followed that example. It is not the first time that she has taken 
the lead in directing National action, and it is fitting that they who have 
stood foremost in the great political event, should lead the way in thus 
conquering popular prejudice. Michigan has done the same. But where |j 
are the rest of the States ? Ao better than France or England were in j! 
the eighteenth century. It is with them that the Medical Profession has 
to deal. We arraign them at the bar of public opinion, and demand of 
them by what authority they repress medical instruction, and cripple the 
usefulness of Physicians, by what authority they aflix upon us the stigma 
of felons .' We point to the annals of our Profession, hdorned with the j| 
most illustrious names?, and not yieMing by comparison to any other vo- j.; 
cation in society, no, neither to the pulpit nor the bar. Is there any among [• 
our leading men a cause of public scandal, oi an evil example to the || 
commnuity } Can the other Professions say that ! \i 

I truyt aspirit will be roused in thfi Modical Profession all over this [■■ 
Continent, and by joint action we shall see ourselves righted in this mat- 1; 
ter. I have no belief in continuing to do what we have done, speaking 1 
in whispers and undertones to one anciher, as though we were conscious M 
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of guilt. I do believe in a bold and decisive course, in telling the public 
that it is in the wrong, :ind insisting that it shall do us right. And though 
no one is better awaro tharr myself of the feebleness and imperfec- 
tion with which these words are said, no one is more thoroughly sure 
that they will meet with a hearty response from every true American 
Physician. 

It is not that this Institution is specially interested in increasing its 
facilities in the way of anatomical supply. It seeks no other benefit 
than what it wishes all others to enjoy. For them as well as itself, it 
asks to be relieved from a false position. The interests of Society im- 
peratively demand the study of Practical Anatomy. Then why not 
frankly acknowledge the fact, and make a suitable arrangement by 
law. 

Medical men both in their individual and collective capacity are daily 
rendering services of the last importance to the community, and as I have 
![ already said no Institutions are more consplcious for the good they do 
! than the Medical Colleges. In this city, rich in its public charities, you 
I may pi^sent which of those charities you please, and I will prove that 
!' any of our three Medical Colleges sur[>asses it in usefulness. They are 
j) centers of a present good to the neigbourhoods in which they are placed, 
jj they are sources of untold benefits to the whole country by the educated 
ij men they send forth for the relief of the afflicted. Centers of local good 
|! they surely are, for who can come into this building of an afternoon, 
I and see the poor and the helpless who are thronging to it. Here they 
ji receive advice from the most experienced Surgeons and Physicians, and 
,i are furnished with remedies by the Institution free of charge, and such 
I' operations as may De necessary gratuitously performed upon them. To 
|| give you some idea of the scale on which these things are done, it may 
I be stated that at the Surgical Clinique which is under the charge of Pro 
'l fessor MoTT, that under Professor Post, and that under Professor Van Bu- 
ll REN, not less than 2.000 persons are relieved each year. . In the obstet- 
ij ric Clinique, which was first introduced into the system of medical in- 
,! struotion by Professor Bedford, there have br3en presented since its com- !( 

'l mencement in Ocjtober 1850, more than five tliou^>and cases. Consider- !i 
■I . . . . . 'I 

'j ing its peculi-.ir nature, failure was predicted for this Clinique, you can ;j 

,j bear witness thit this prediction has not been verified. In :?imilar t'.Mms A 

I I i^ould speak of the Medical Clinique, and that on Diseases of the Skin, j 

I It is not for me in this presenile to allude to the eminent services of those ;' 

•\ who thus make these free will offerings. It is done without the receipt j 

;; of a fee, or tiie expHJiatioa of a r.^AV.ird; with no other object than tiie j 

! good of the poor, and the instruction of the Mi"dical Student. But for the ' 

i University in whieh such things are done, I may without any offence or \ 

i| any hesiiation deaiind public coa^itleration in return. ' 

I' In this work of ioeal ohirity N'iw York stands far in advance of all her | 

^ sifter cities, combining on this grent scale relief for the poor and insiruc- I 

m ion for the Student. Ofteji have I heard physicians who have visited us ^ 
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I exclaim: "We have seen more varied cases of disease in your University 
in one monfh, than in practice at home in five years." It is the spreading 
knowledge of this fact which is fast tending to make New York the cen- 
I ter of medical education of the whole country. 

I , Besides this local charity, the University supplies benefits of a more dif- 
\\ fusive and lasting kind. Considerably more than a thousand physicians 
]l are now practicing under its Diploma in different parts of the United 
'j States. If it were not inviduons to draw comparisons with other under- 
: takings, we might present the labours of these men, true missionaries of 
I humanity, we might ask who can sum up the good they are doing to So- 
ciety, the sufferings they releive, the merciful acts they perform. They 
[ encounter with an equal fortitude, the Sun of Summer and the storm of 
! winter. On the same errand and with the same equinimity, they pass 
I through the luxurious habitations of the rich, or the solitudes of the mid- 
Ij night forest. The pestilence finds them at their post. 
I Yet why should I say this of our University, it is true of all other Med- 
jj ical Colleges, and I think the time is not distant when the communities 
j in which they are located will apf>re(!iate their worth.' The charitable 
jl will learn, thai through these Institutions works of mercy may be carried 
out, and an effectual abatement made in the misery and sufferings ar- 
j ound us. What means are there of doing a wide spread good, which 
I could for an ir»stant compare with the endowment of a College Cliriique. 
They who look with pride on the advancement of their cities to greatness, 
' may be referred to the history of other countries in i)roof of the lact, that 
• the Medical school has often been the chief glory of a town. Of our own 
I eity, New- York, I have no fears; so rapid is her proi^ress in material 
l| prosperity, so great is the concentration of wealth, so many are the rrn»n 
jl whose fortunes are to be counted by millions. W*^ have nearly reached 
that point at which it is essential to us to have some other reputation than 
!, that of a great mart for merchandise ; that point at whieh Society dis- 
likes to hear how its riches were gained, but delights in showing how 
they were spent; that point at which the medical College, along with 
other Institutions for the Cultivation of letters and the fine arts, will be a 
cherished object of public care, and the pride of the city. 

If my voice could be heard in the legislature of New York, I would ad- 
dress an appeal to it, not only in the name of th»^ Collf^ges and of Physic- 
ians but also in the name of humanity, I would call on those able men, 
to whom are committed our interests, to remove from the StaMite-Book 
laws which were repudiated in Europe even in the dark ages. I would 
ask them if there bo any reason why we should stand behind Massachu- 
setts or Michigan in an enlightened policy. I would entreat th^m to spare 
this old and powerful State, the disgrace of having an example set in this 
matter by her younger and feebler sisters; for that pracrti«;al An-iiomy will 
be legalized in the South and West, as it has been in the North and East 
llaere cannot be a shadow of doubt. To one scrupulous from conscient- 
iows motives, I would point out the authority lint his b^en given by both 
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the chief divisions of the christian church, Protestant and Catholic ; to 
another, timid for fear of popular prejudice, I would show that those who 
are to be mainly profited are the poor. Of what avail are all our munifi- 
cient provisions for the destitute, if we deny the only means by which Sur- 
geons can be skilful. Our Hospitals and Almshouses cannot accompany 
the emigrant on his lonely way, but let us make sure as far as legislation 
can do it, that wherever sickness may surprise him, a good physician 
shall be at hand. To provide that good physician, is a matter of philan- 
thropy, charity and state concern ; not a party question. It is one of 
those things in which whatever our political opinious may be, we have 
all the same interest. Disease invades all our families in turn, and takes 
away one member after another. In turn we have all to come under ob- 
ligations to the medical skill, the acquisition of which is threatened with 
punishment. Is it well that laws should exist, that men in every condi- 
tion of life, poor and rich, the governors and the governed^ unanimously 
agree must be broken ! I would earnestly enforce my appeal, by asking is 
it right, as between man and man, that you should put this profession in 
such an attitude, when there is not one of you who. would receive a med- 
ical adviser, except you knew that he had again and again broken this 
law ! 

There are questions continually arising in the State, which from their 
very nature cannot be made party questions ; this is one of that class. 
It must commend itself on its own merits, not to this or that party, but 
to th9 understanding and conscience of each indi\ddual. Perhaps it 
may happen, that what I am now saying may fall under the notice of 
some intelligent and influential member of the Legislature, one who 
eithet in his own person or in his family is deeply indebted to medical 
skill. To him I would say, now is the time to cancel that debt. In 
many ways you can silently but effectually aid in putting right this pub-' 
lie wrong. It is of liltle consequence m what manner it may be done. — 
Elsewhere intelligent persons have attempted these measures in an in- 
direct form, as in enactments for the protection of cemeteries, on bills re- 
lating to sepulture; but considering the services and the rights of Physi- 
cians, and the injustice that has been done them ; considering the pow- 
er, the intelligence, the greatness of this State, is it not more fitting to put 
aside that flimsy veil, and calling things by their right names, pass "an 
Act for the relief of the Medical Profession of the State of New York." 
Surround your law by whatever conditions you may think best, to pro- 
tect the sensibilities of society- from ofience ; such conditions perhaps as 
those which have commended themselves to the good will of the people 
in Massachusetts, Michigan, and in England ; but legalize the Dissec- 
tion- of the Dead. 

Here I must stop and here may well ask myself what have I been do- 
ing ? In a mixed audience, and in a public place, I have dared to speak 
of things which elsewhere they talk of in whispers. Instead of greeting 
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with pleasant words the audience which has done me the honor to be 
present, I have taxed you with ingratitude and oppression to your Physi- 
cians. With all the argument at first sight against me, I have insisted 
that you are in the wrong, and ^hat is more to the purpose have proved 
it. But then I knew that in the intelligence of each of you I had an al- 
ly, which woul^ fortify every argument no matter how feebly it might 
be presented, and make you respect the remonstrances of one who vene- 
rates the Profession to which he belongs, and who will never hesitate at 
any odds to defend it, while he has a tongue that can 8peak,or a pen 
that can write. 
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IN LINGERING LABOURS. 
By William Anderson, M. D.,op Versailles, Indiana. 

I have frequently observed in obstetric practice that about one third 
of the cases are usually lingering and consequently, embarrassing to the 
Practitioner and fatigueing to the Patient. It is very common for the 
young Physician in such cases to remain for several hours inactive, trust- 
ing entirely to nature and engaged from time time in making useless ex- 
aminations, whilst his patient in distress complains that her pains do her 
no good and that something should be done; she is fretful and peevish 
and unless something is done to aflbrd relief, she losses all confidence in 
the attendant, and sends for another to manage the .case. 

Dr. Burns says various causes protract labour. The action of the Uter. 
us may be feeble, sluggard or languid, partial or spasmodic, or it may be 
restrained, the energy of the Uterus being prevented from being put forth 
by some other cause. Now, in nine cases out of ten, these are the only 
causes which retard the progress of labour and make it lingering; and 
very seldom do we find it retarded by an unusual obstacle as malposition 
or deformity. The Doctor goes on to apply the remedies in such cases, 
and amongst others he maintains the propriety of dilating the Os Uteri; 
but he guards it with so much subsequent cauiion, that he leaves the Stu- 
dent in doubt and embarrassment. Ramsbotham, Blundell and many 
others are still more extravagant in their censures of the practice. And 
thus it would appear from the writings of the day, that the rule was ban- 
ished from practice, although in fact it is unnecessarily practiced by all 
more or less. I will not here insist on the evils of tedious labors to tlie 
patient, as they must be evident to all; and every Practitioner would 
willingly abridge her sufterings and his own anxiety :, if it could be safely 
accomplished without risk or hazard. Now I will here assert that in lin- 
gering labours from the above causes gentle dilatation is not only safe but 
it is the only means which will not disappoint your expectations; you 
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may try friction, £rgot, Injaotioiis*, warm Teas, position or any other rem* 
edy usually laid down and in nine cases out of ten you will fail. It is not 
necessary to dilate with two fingers; indeed in the early stages, when it is 
required it would bainapracticfible from the position and sitqation of the 
Os Uteri, but every thing necessary may be accomplished by the intro- 
duction of the finger within the Os Uteri, and gently bearing toward the 
pelvis; a very gen^e amount of pressure is all that is necessary in the 
majority pf cases as the slightest touch will frequently have the desiref^ 
effect of rei^dering the pains regular and efficient ; although often' We 
may have to use this dilating pressure all round the Os Uteri, by changing 
the fingei^ and applying the pressure at different points. The proper time 
tp apply the finger is during a pain, during which the mttnipulation 
should be performed, the pain will generally be prolonged h\3^ after ithaji 
ceased the Anger may be withdrawn. 

This may be repeated for two or three pains after wiiich the practition<« 
er may observe the eifect it has on the subsequent pains, anid if they keep 
in force and frequeucy he may suspend operations ;,if not he may gently 
dilate with six or eight more, which will generally Jbe sufficient.' I do not 
believe in the propriety of continued manipulatipns of any description 
and when the pains are rendered efficient we sboiyld instantly desist* Du- 
ring our efforts, rashness and force should be avokledy and if this be duly 
observed the judicious touch of the finger can in^lietno more injury than 
the head or hand of the child or at least thanihe useless examinations of 
middleing Practitioners, ^ 



Jlrt^ llip.-ibstrbatos jMt fitiwrrjjap, 



OR GONORRHOEA. 



I 



i 



By M. Lafayette Byrn, M. I>., of New York City. 

. [Concluded froni page 122.] 
Should the abortive treatment fail, or nothing be done for the disease 
until the greater portion of the urethra has become involved, as nmni- 
fested by an increase of all the symptoms-^the pain, heat and constrict* 
ion during micturition, a greater flow of purulent matter which- is now 
thick of a yellow green hue, painful erections, etc., then a different plan 
of treatment must be pursued. No injections are now to be em-ployed ; 
but the free use of mucilaginous and diluent drinks mus^ be continued 
to relieve the burning during micturition. Saline purg'at!Ve9'*''ar& th\)& 
taken every day, and perfect rest to be enjoyned, if the patient c^ri "*pos- 
sibly do so. During the height of the' disease great relief wilf follow the 
application of hops to the perineum. The ordinary way" of enclosing a 
quantity of hops in a bag and'having then moistened it in hot wafer i» 
an excellent plan. The application should be renewed as often as it 
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becomes cold. Nauseating doses of Tartrate of Antimony shoald be 
given until the inflammation, to a great extent, is subdued ; this remedy 
will have the effect not only of bringing the difteasjs to an earlier termina* 
tion, but will at the same time afford much relief to the patient; nothing 
controls the tendency to the erections and chordee better than Andmony ; 
and this being prevented mnch injury to the urethra and spongy stme- 
mre will also be fivoided, and thus leave the parts in a condition ready 
to resume healthy action after the inflammatory symptoms have sub* 
sided. In a few days — as a general thing — these active symptoms will 
pass away, the burning, heat and other troublesome symptoms will no 
longer be present, thus leaving the disease on the decline. The anti- 
blenorrhagic remedies proper should now be resorted to, but not before, 
except at the very onset as before remarked. Now comes an important 
period in the treatment of this troublesome disease — for now is the time 
to ^o something to cut the disease as short as possible, for if suffered to 
go on it may last for months and even years rendering the patient's ex- 
istence a misery to him. The two great remedies at this stage oi the dis- 
ease are Copaiba and Cubebs, and from my own observations I cannot 
say that one is superior to the other. Many think that Copaiba is prefer- 
able, but when we take into consideration the unpleasant effects attend- 
ing iu use and the peculiarly unpleasant taste, it must be admitted that 
Cubebs are preferable in many respects. Their tase is not unpleasant, 
and they can be used freely without any one knowing they are being 
taken, whereas the Copaiba is easily detected. My rule is to give the 
patient two drachms of pure powdered Cubebs three times a day in 
half a glass-ful of sweetened water; or commence with a drachm dose 
and gradually increase until two drachms and a half are taken. There 
is one thing that should be particularly borne in mind in using Cubebs : 
if they have any effect on the disease this is invariably manifested in a 
short time. Therefore, if the discharge is not diminished at least one 
half within four days, you may lay them aside and substitute the Co- 
piaba, and I know no better form to administer it than in that of capsules, 
as in this way it is not so apt to disagree with the stomach. If oapsaies 
cannot be obtained, the following will be found an admirable formula : 

B. Bals. Copaiba gij ; 

01. Anisi gtt. x ; 

Mistnras Camphone ^ ; 

Mucil Gum. Accacia {iij ; 

Syrup Simpl. Siss: 

JSther. Nitrosi |i. M. 
Two tablespoon fuls three times a day an hour before each meal. The 
Copaiba, like Cubebs, will show its effects in three or four days, and un- 
less the discharge is considerably diminished in that time it would be 
useless to continue its administration ; the two remedies must then be 
given alternately for a few days. It is not often the case that they both 
fail to diminish the discbarge pretty rapidly; but the great trouble in the 
majority of cases is that the discharge is not tntirriy arrested but is just 
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sufficient to annoy both the patient and his physician, and keep up In 
the mind of the fiMt the most nnplesfant apprehensions for the future. 

When either the Copaiba or Cubebs fail to effect ihe cure they should 
be aided by more direct means — injections. And the next point is to de- 
termine the nature of the injections, and how they are to be used. The 
same remarks will apply here as those made when speaking of injections 
in the abortive treatment— that is the proper kind of syringe. The same 
kind should be used as in the formei case. The most symple injection 
should be employed to begin with, such as the following : 
R. Acet. Plnnibi gr. xxx ; 

Aq. Parse §vj ; 

Aq. Rosarum ^ss. 
To be injected in the urethra once every hour and a half or at most every 
two hours. The old notion of using injections but three times a day is 
but little better than nothing. After employing the injection for some 
two or three days it should be laid aside and another substituted, the best 
possible lotion will lose its effects very soon as the tissues become accus- 
tomed to its peculiar stimulus. The next might be 
B. Sulph Zinci 9j ; 

Aq. PuraB5»v; 

Tinct. Opii git. xx. 
To be used for about the same length of time and in the same manner as 
the first ; then 

R. Sulph. Cupri grs. viij ; 

Tiuct. Opii gtt.xx ; 

Aq.Pnr8B§iv. 
Thus by changing one injection for another, our object will be attained. 
Two grains of Tannin to one ounce of water will also make a good inject- 
ion. The great object is to have a change, and no blenorrhagia can re- 
sist long to this course of treatment. It must and will yield if the inter- 
nal remedies are administered at the same time. These two— the reme- 
dial means and injections— should be continued so long as any discharge 
remains, even the slightest signs of it as perceived on rising in the morn- 
ing. They should then be gradually discontinued. Daring this treat- 
ment the diet of course must be light, and the least exercise taken con- 
sistent with business necessities. Should the discharge seem to be un- 
usually obstinate; much, very great good can be obtained by applying 
the Tincture of Iodine with a camel's hair pencil to the perineum, the 
inside of the thighs, and along the coarse of the urethra. It Should 
be applied once a day until it produces some degree of irritation on the 
skin. Whether it acts merely as a revulsive or in some other manner I 
am not prepared ro say ; but one thing is certain, it has the effect of check- 
ing the discharge, and releiving the soreness and other unpleasant symp- 
toms in a very short time. 

With regar-i to the use of injections being followed by stricture or or- 
chitis— results which many have apprehended — I must say that daily 
practice docs not confirm the idea. On the contrary they prevent both 
; I stricture and inflammation of the testicle, and why ? from the fact the 
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ultimate consequences of a long continued blenorrhngia 10 stricture ; and 
during the continuance of tUe disease the urethral irritation is very apt 
to produce engorgement of the testicle. Blenorrhagia implies a »pecific 
inflammation — this is its nature — the final tendency of which is to des- 
troy the elastic principle with which the urinary passage is np.turally cq. 
do wed, and. in this consists what is denominated stricture. Therefore 
whatever shortens the duration of Blenorrhngia lessens the chance of strict- 
ure. We have »een that injections properly employed shorten the dura- 
tion of the disease, and consaquentiy they must prevent the formation o^ 
stricture or the developement of inflammation of the testicle. 



Jlrt||P-"^ast 0f |p0i80nmg bg Jlrsenic. 

MAGNESIA AS AN ANTIDOTE.— Remarks. 
By L. Shafer., M. D.^ of Kingston, New York. 

On the morning of the Bth of Nov. 1353, between 3 and 4 o*clock. I 
was hastily summoned to prescribe for a Mr. and wife, to whom it was 
alledged bad been administered a quantity of arsenic with the intent to 
kill, a«t aboil t nine o'dlOeic the previdiis evening. Assumin;^ that thr 
intelligence so communicated was correct I endeavored to obtain a quan 
tity ofFerri Oxidum Hydratum/ but failing ^n this, I took with me some 
magnesia not to highly calcined. Arriving at the house, I found that Mr. 
C» was suiferln^ under the combined torliji.res of vomiting, purging, cramps 
affecting the abdomen and extremities, a hprrible burning pain like that 
of a fire within the fauces, esophagus, stomach and bowels, urgent thirst 
laborious respiration and headache. His face was flushed, his eyes were 
injected and his pulse 112, full, bu;. compressible. Mrs. C. had neither 
vomited npr pjiirged, but in other respects ^her . symptoms were similar 
though less severe. On inquiry ] was tuld that neither had swallowed 
any, liquid to allay their burning thirst, alledgiug as a reason, that they 
had hf^ard, that drinking water, after swallpwing arsenic, was necessarily 
fatal. 

Treatment, At about lour o'clock A. >I., I administered to each Jhs^ 
of magnesia stirred in a glass of milk, which resftlted in the immediattt 
relief of much of the burning pain and urgent thirst. In about half an 
hour, the severe pain having returned, the sai^ie quantity of the antidote 
n« before prescribed was swallowed by both. About an hour afrer ta- 
king the xnagnesia, Mrs. C. vomited and purged freely. The magnesia 
was administered at intervals until 10 o'clock A. M., when a* the symp- 
toms were improved, at my direction, it was discontinued. In the mean 
time, as a beverage to aid in allaying the urgent thirst, milk and infu^.' 
lini were allowed ab libitum. About 8 o'clock P. m., a messenger called. 
of\ me and saidlhat the patients, especially J^Ir, C. who had cramps and 
vomiting were worse. TJie magnesia mi^ed in milk Was again adminis^ 
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tered in §j doses a-t intervals of about half an hour. It acted copiously 
as a purge and at about 6 o'clock P. M. it refused to remain on the stom- 
ach longer than aboiit l6 minutes when it was vomited. At 9 o'clock p. 
M. the symptoms were about the same as when first seen in th« mor- 
ning. The magnesia to be continued. I saw them on the morning of 
the 9th and found them more comfortable than on the previous evening. 
The vomiting and purging had been quite profuse during the first half of 
the niglit, but abated towards morning. The burning pain and thirst 
had diminished,- but they complained of considerable tenderness on'pres- 
sure being made over the abdomen. Mr. G. complained in addition of 
some soreness and stiffness afiecting the iflferibf extremities. Two or 
three doses of magnesia were prescribed during the 9th, and as a met 
nothing was allowed except milk. To allay the remaining thirst, infus. 
ulmi, as a change, was directed to be taken ad libitum. About 9 o'clock 
p. M. the symptoms were much better than at any previous period — very 
little thirst, only a slight pain at the precordia, pulse 88 and soft. Pre- 
scribed for each gr. vij. pulv. Doveri. On the morning of the 10th they 
had recruited finely after enjoying a good night's rest. A milk diet was 
directed to be taken for a week and from this time onward their eonvai- 
esence was uninterrupted and in ten days were restored to health. 

Remarks. The arsenic was administered in Ossof wine and the quan- 
tity, as was ascertained from the druggists by whom it was sold, was ab- 
out 5iJj* I'he mixture of wine and arsenic, after being gently shaken in 
the bottle which contained it, was divided into three equal parts by pour- 
ing it into so many glasses. The two victims, therefore, took each 3j of 
arsenic bating the sediment which adhered to the sides and bottom of 
their respective glasses. The wine being an imperfect solvent of arsenic 
and some little time having elapsed between the act of pouring out and 
that of drinking, a considerable sediment, as might be supposed, would 
remain in the glasses, and this supposition was verified on inspecting 
them subsequently. The quantity swallowed, however, miisthave beeo 
much more than was sufficient to destroy life. Mr. C. took his glass short- 
ly after eating a full meal, while Mrs. C. took hers into an empty stomach. 
As arsenic when introduced into the stomach, acts on remote organs 
principally if not entirely through the circulation, the total abstinence 
from water the best solvent, and the almost entire absence of any other, 
tended to dtdfer the fatal crisis. About seven hours had elapsed after 
swallowing tfie poison, before the antidote, of which §x were used, was 
administered. Magnesia, as an antidote for arsenic poisoning, is not a 
new. remedy; and as an old one it appears to be considerably underrated* 
Its-real merits, it would seem, would scarcely rank it second to the well 
reputed 'Miydrate sequioxide of iron", and it certainly enjoys the [msitive 
recommendation that it is so generably obtainable. 

I may add, that on beiiig requested by the proper authorities to test for 
arsenic in the sediment found in the glasses, I did so by the reduction, the 
ammoniacal sulphate of copper and the amnjoijiacal nitrate of silver tests. 
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The results verified the suspicions that such sediment was arsenious ac- 
id. 

The person implicated in the matter was convicted of ''Poisoning with 
intent to kill" and sentenced to serve for a term of years in the State t^rU 
son at Sing Sing. 



FOR SARCOMATOUS DISEASE. 

By Walter Burnhah, M. D., op Lowell, MAssACHUssrfs, 
And Professor of Sttrqsry in the Worcester Medical Colleok. 

Miss Eliza Draine, aged 42, has had a tumour in the left iliac fossa, 
which has gradually been increasing for the past six years. After two 
years existing in this situation it occupied a more central position and 
seemed to be bilobed, although for a longtime the pain and uneasiness 
were confined to the left iliac fossa. For five years after the discovery 
of the tumour, the patient experienced but little inconvenience, and con- 
sequently resorted to no regular course of treatment. But during the last 
year the tumour increased rapidly and at intervals, was attended with very 
severe pain and nervous irritability ; the paroxysms of pain increased in 
severity and duration until there was but slight intermission, and indeed, 
it could not be said that she was at any time free from pain. Her stren- 
gth also had failed, and there was much functional derangement of tlie 
pelvic viscera owing to the pressure of the tumour upon the different or- 
gans. 

I first saw her in May 1858, and after a careful examination of the 
case, and obtaining from her the best history I could of its progress, I in- 
formed her that she could not be cured by any remedial plan of treat- 
ment, and that nothing short of the removal of the tumour could in any 
way be expected to benefit her, and even this course could not be adopt- 
ed without placing her life in imminent danger. I recommended her to 
seek other professional advice and also to consult her friends as to the 
propriety of running so great a risk. She called on me again about the 
15th of June, and informed me of her determination to submit to the op- 
eration, which was performed on the 25rh inst. 

The tumour was quite movable extending three inches above the um- 
bilicus and occupying mainly the left side, though it could be pushed to 
the opposite side without difficulty or pain. I could detect its division 
into three lobes, or that there were two distinct appendages to the main 
tumour, movable to a certnin extent and independent of it, but such was 
the form of the tumour, and the thickness of the abdominal parieties 
that I could not possibly determine the exact relations they held towards 
each other. But from the fact that the tumour first appeared in the iliac 
fossa, and that the body of the tumour still maintained its position on the 
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left side, I pa me to the conclusion that it was merely disease of the left 
ovariam; but in this I was mistaken as were several other professional 
friends who were with me, as also those who had exAinined th e case in 
its earlier stages. 

I WHS assisted in the operation by my brother, Dr. Z. P. BurmhaMi Dr. 
F. G. KirraEDOB, of Lowell, and Dr. S. C. Ames, of Boston. There were 
also present a large i^umber of Medical Gentlemen. The patient was 
placed on the table and immediately brought under the influence of Chlo- 
rofoim administered by Dr. Ames. I now made the first incision through 
the linea alba down to the peritoneum from the umbilicus to the pubis. 
There was slight hemorrhage from the superficial vessels which occasion- 
ed the delay of a few moments, but was speedily checked by the cold wet 
sponge. The peritoneum was next pinched up with the forceps and a 
small slit made so as to admit the director upon which a straight-pointed 
bistoury was introduced, and the peritoneum divided first upwards and 
then downwards to the full extent of the external incision. I was now 
enabled to determine the nature and extent of the tumour, and found that 
its principal portion was attached by a small neck-^about one inch indi- 
aoneter — to the fundus of the uterus, instead of being an enlargement of 
the ovarium as I had supposed ; and also th^ the uterus itself was im- 
plicated in the disease, occupying and filling the pelvis literally full. I 
also ascertained that the left ovarium was enlarged to the size of a man's 
fist, and of the same fibrous structure* To the right ovarinm was attach- 
ed a cyst containing about six ounces of a dark sero-albuminous fluid. — 
The upper and main body of the tumour was of a size that it could not be 
turned out of the abdomen without enlarging the incision through the in- 
teguments; I, therefore, prolonged it to the left of the umbilicus upwards 
two inches. I could now by a little eflbrt press the upper portion of the 
tumour outward so as to admit of a free examination, when I perceived 
that the bloodvessels entering it were of very large size, and to guard 
against hemorrhage — as it was necessary to remove this portion before I 
could operate on the remainder — I passed a double ligature around the 
neck of the tumour and as close as possible to the fundus nteri„ and cut 
•this portion of the tumour above the ligature. It was now deemed proper 
to remove that portion which involved the ovarium in order to have room 
to dissect around the neck of the uterus without danger of fatal hemorr- 
hage. I therefore carefully dissected the left ovarian tumour which was 
principally attached to the broad ligament of the uterus ; the spermatic 
arteries were ligated previous to its removal. The next step was to lessen 
the si^e of the right ovarian tumour, and this was done by a free incision 
into the sac, and absorbing with a sponge the fluid it contained. I had 
now but the uterus in its enlarged condition to contend with ; butso com- 
p!<«tely was it impacted in the peltis that it was with the utmost difficul- 
ty its position could be altered to permit the completion of the operation. 
^ With grept caution I at length removed all the attachments down to the t 
■ cervix uteri, and this part not appearing to be implicated in the disease ^ 
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was divided at the point where the vagina is reflected upon it. TWo ar- 
teries — the uterine — only required, ligatures. The right ovarian sac. being 
removed, the parts were carefully washed and returned to their natural 
position in the abdominal cavity, the edges of the wound brought together 
and retained by four sutures an^ adhesive straps which were carried 
qufte across the abdomen . to afford adequate support to the muscles^ A 
compress of soft linen and a^ bandage completed the dressings. The pa- 
tient was placed in bed, and as soon as she had recovered from the ef- 
fects of the Chloroform- 1 gave her R. Morphine gr. 1-8, Ipecac gr. j. Gum 
Accacia gr. iv, to'be repe^cted every fotfr, hours. 

June 26th. Pbtient slept about, half of ^e night; no pain in the abdo- 
men ; considertible thirsty which seemed to be the resuit of inhaling the 
Chloroform from its effects on the mucous membrane of the mouth and 
air-pafsages. 27th. Little change in thes/mptoms; pulse slightly in- 
creased in frequency ; thirst ; no pain or soreness ; rested well all night. 
Treatment continued. 28th. Pulse 108; general increase of heat of the 
surface; some uneasiness of the bowels. Ordered an enema of infusion 
of Senna Which produced two free evacuations. Continue the anodyne. 
29th. Restless nigiit ; eopions.discharge of.dark offen»ive matter from the 
wound and vagina ; tendegMSS over the Whole abdomen ; pulse 160; — 
tongue coated with a brown.fur ; skin ,dry and hot ; excessive thirst ; — 
constant desire to change her position ; ^bdomen distended with gas. To 
haVe an enema of Senna and Thoroughwort with 20 drops of tincture of 
Opium,. this produced a free eviicuation of offensive fecal matter, but it 
did not remove the flatulency. The anodyne to be given every two hours, 
and equal parts of spirits and water to be applied to the abdomen. 80th* 
No material change in the symptoms; night restless. Medicines continu- 
ed with the addition of two grains of Scutellin to each powder. Quiet 
sleep followed. 
. Julylsr. Patient much worse ; pulse 140; restless; constant vomiting 
and hiccough ; bowels distended so as to tear open the adhesions which 
had been firm for three days; suppuration abundant and oflfensive from 
the wound and vagina. Ordered an injection of Senna Ginger and forty 
drops of Laudanum — free evacuation though no subsidence of the disten- 
sion ; alcohol applied to the abdomen, and the incision protected by ad- 
hesive plaster. The anodyne to be taken every 4 hours, adding to it 8 grs. 
oCCypripedin. 2nd. Still worse; pulse intermittent ; vomiting every 15 
minutes; cadaverous expression of countenance, sn\d all the synri^ptoms in- 
dicate rapid dissolution. Warm brandy and water with pharcoal to be 
taken every ten minutes, continue the anodyne and a fermenting poultice 
to be applied over the whole abdomen. 8rd. Has passed a bt^ct night"; — 
much exhaustion ; pulse 110 and regular ; not quite so much distention of 
abdomen. Ordered two grains of^Podophylin and ten of compound rhu- 
barb powder in a little biandy, to be repeated in two hours aiird. followed 
by an injection of warm ginger. After the second powder and injection 
die patient had a copious evacuation of dark impacted scyb^la which 
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must have remained in the intestjoal canal Tor many days, notwithstand* 
ing there had been — what ssemecjl to be — free evacuations from the entire 
extent of the canal several limes since the opeiation. Much prostration at- 
tended the evacuation?, but the patient was kept from sinking by the free 
use of stimulants ; and as soon as the operation was over complete re-act- 
ioii and cessation of ilie vomiting ensued, the gas passed off, the abdomen 
became reduced to its natural size, the pain at once subsided, and a gen- 
eral improvement in all the symptoms became evident, 4th. Improving 
slept well ; pulso 104, regular and fujil; copious disciharge of a dark-co- 
loured offensive pus; all the ligatures bot one have become detached ; no 
paiw and but little soreness to the to*rch. Oidered a generous diet with 
an infusion of Cinchona, and Dover's powder at night. 6th.. Continues 
well; Quinitie in four-grain doses every ho\;r in pl9;ce of the Cinchona, 
and the free use of brandy. 6ih. Improving in every respect except in 
the amount an<j[ quality of the secretion which discharges abundantly 
from the wound and vagina, and corroding the skin wherever it came in 
contact with it. The parts to bo well washed with Cli,loride of Soda, a 
liberal diet of animal food. 7th. Eapidly improving; pulse .90; rcrnaining 
1 i stature detached ; removed an offensive slpvgh fronj ihe omentum. — 
Treatment continued. 8th. Pulse 100, sharp and small ; mouth covered 
with apthae and the skin with petechia); sharp darting or prickling pains 
over the abdonjen ; diarrho3a and great prO"<trati'>n ; edgi^s ofthe wound 
are flabby and of a pale colour. Ordered Quinine grs. }^ij, Morphine grs. 
ij to be divided into eight powders one to be taken every four hours ; and 
the mouth washed with Nit. Argenti. gr. ij. Tinct. MyrrhiB 3.i- Aq. Ros. 
5ij. 9th, Little alteration in the symptoms ; bowels have moved freely ; 
treatment coatjnued, with the addition of the Sub-borate of Soda for the 
niouth. lOih'. Improving ; mouth is cleansing; petechias disappearing 
from the surf*,ee ; pulse 92 ; appetite improving ; edges of »he wound as- 
sume their natural colour and elasticity ; suppuration diminished in quan- 
tity and of a healhy character. Contmue treatment, but the anodyne 
and tonic powders to be taken only once in ejght hours. 12th. Rapid 
amelioration in all the symptoms; no dischar4;e of pus from vagina and 
but little from the woi,ind. I5th. ]^outh curejj ; patient turns in bed with- 
out pain ; wound nearly healed ; bowels j^egular ; appetite gpod ; contin- 
ue the quinine bu.t'opiit thealher remedies. ^Oth. Sjits up one hour at a 
time twice a day and gets uf» ^without assistance, Pisconilnue medi- 
cines. SOth. Wound completely Qlosed ; ^o discharge from *he vagina ; 
general health good ; has tajfcen no med.icioes jbr the Jast.tea days, is gain- 
ing strength rapidly a»:id may now be conslde,red out of jilaxiger. 

This is the fourth operation I have performed within the japt two years 
for the removf^l of ovarian tumours, all successful but one whluh proved 
fatal on the third day after the operation. The first tumour weij^ied 12 
pounds, the second over 50 (unsuccessful)^ the third 24 pound«, and the 
fourtli — the subject of this communication -8 pounds; yet this one from 
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its complications proved much the more difficulty although it was the 
smallest of the four. Although this case terminated favorably, I would 
not easily be induced to make another attempt ta eoctirpate the uterus 
and ovaries, or even to remove the uterus under almost any condition ; 
and the operation should never be attempted without due .consideration 
of the consequences of subniittinjj a patient to such formidable risk. 

It has been a question for years, among Surgeons whether the extirpa- 
tion of ovarian tumours was justifiable practice. And the great objec- 
tion has been the liability to dilfused peritoneal inflammation. It is vepy 
true that all serous membranes are liable to extension of inflammation 
beyond the immediate seat of injury, and when inflamed owing to the 
peculiarity of their structure they are much more dangerous in their con- 
sequences, than inflammation of other structures; yet it is a rare occur- 
rence that Wdunds of the peritoneum uncomplicated with injury to the 
viscera lead to any untoward resillt. The operation for strangulated 
hernia — when judiciously performed — rarely proves fatal. And I believe 
it is an established principle in Patliology that, when an irritant is ap- 
plied for a short time only to any part, inflammation is not likely to in- 
vade tissues much beyond those which are subjected to the frritation > 
and consequently, if there are no extensive attachments to the ovarian 
tumours, and the operation carefully performed, we shall not expect in - 
flammation to extend ntuch beyond the limits of the incision and those 
points — usually very small — to whidh the tumour is attached. The 
admission of atmospheric air into the abdominal cavity which has been 
urged as an objection by some has, I am confident, no weight. 

Since I have commenced making out this report I 'have operated for 
two other cases of ovarian tumours,ibnt not being yet entirely recovered 
I think it best to witbMold the report of any cape until' a complete recov- 
ery or termination has been efiected. I have in all removed six tumours 
of this character, and but one has terminated fatally; I, therefore, am 
forced to the conclusion that the danger attending this operation is much 
less than has generally^ been considered. Yet I would not infer (hat it is 
devoid of danger ; on tfce contrary it should be considered as one o! the 
most hazardous operations which the Surgeon is called 'Upon to perform, 
although without the operation every case must sooneror later go on to a 
fatal termination.' There is another point to which I would refer — that 
the operation should never be performed in Hospitals where Erysipelas 
or Typhoid Fever have frequently prevailed ; for it is probably due to this 
circumstance that such a large proportion of the cases operated upon in 
these establishments in this country and abroad have proved fatal. 
It is a well known fact that all operations, are more successful in private, 
than in hospital practicc»«ndcr the same plan of treatment and in the 
same bands. 
Lowell, Massachusetts, Deo. 1858. 
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|irt. ||p||.--f |t- Case fff " pijTffSt itpsit." 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir;— 'In the November Number of the Lancet Dr. Bukdick, of 
Wisconsin, reports a case of Adipose l^^posit in the Omentum, with En- 
cephaloid disease in the Liver. Could the nature of the disease have 
been known in its incipiency, the Doctor aslcs what therapeutical means 
your Contributors would recommend. It appeared to me, on rending the 
report, that the Dbcior hnd mistaken the nature of the morbid growth in 
the omentum, and that instfnd of being Fat it was a true specimen of 
Colloid Cancer which, in some instamces, very closely resembles adipose 
tissue. 

The removal ef a large mass of disease from the vicinity of the anu» 
and its re-appearance a short time after, proves at least that it was some 
variety of malignant disease; if this be the case then no remedial means 
would prove of any benefit. No matt»r bow early and correct the diag- 
tjosis might, have been the case would' steadily have progressed to a fatal 
termination. 

Respeclftrtllf yeurs, 

W. L. Kt^ULooa^^M. D. 

Fair Ilavenv Connecticut, Dec. 23rd, tfSoZ. 
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LKCTURE XXXVIl. 
Grnntllrtr vngtriitis in a married womnn, a^ed 24 years, accompanied 
will! a thick creamy discharge. — Convulsions and excessive purging in 
an infant one montii old produced by the mother*^ milk; cathartic 
properties of the Colostrum. — Hypertrophy oi the nymphre in an un- 
inarrird woman, aged ^2 years. — Dysmenttrrhoea in a marri*'d woman, 
Hj^cd 24 years, frorn stricture of the cervix uteri. — Suppression of the 
menses in a married Woman, 31 years of age, of nine years duration, 
with chronic inflammation of the tfterus ; tli'e einmenagogue properties 
of Mercury. — Inversion of the mucous membrane of the urethra in a 
marrieil woman, aged 40 years, the mother of seven children. — Infil- 
tration of the labia externa in a rriarried woman, aged 27 years, six 
months pregnant. — Frequent desire to pass water in a married woman, 
aged ?>2 years, Irorft instrumental delivery. 

Granular vaginliil in a married woman, aged 24 years, accom- 
panie4 with a tl|idk or^amy discharge. 

Mrs. N., marfied, rfgeilJ4 years, has bee'ti affected for th« last few 
months with a illick dfeiJmy (Ul^charge froifi the vagina, together with a 
sense of uneasiness in the part. Have you any children, Madam ? No 
Sir. You have hever been pregnant ? No Sir. Are your courses regular ? 
They have not been as free as usual. Sir, for the past few months. Have 
you noticed thUl they have been loss free since this discharge appeared 
than they werti previously ? Yes Sir; before the discharf^e came on my 
turns were alV/ays right. I have often. Gentlemen, called your atten- 
tion to thesiibjjct of va^in il discharge:^, and have told you th:it t'ley re- 
rjuirpj in drder that ail error miy be avoided, great circii inspection on the 
part of the practitioner. Here is a married wonnn, who complains 
of uneasiness in the vagina, and is aUo atfected wiih a thick creamy dis- 
charge; and connected with this ilischarge is another important feature — 
a diminished .^dcretion of the minstrualjluid. This latter circumstance is 
not uncommon in these cases, and lUHy, I think, be regarded as standing 
in the relation of effect and canse. Women, who suffer Irom losses of 
a n6n-san§^uineou3 character from the vagina, are extremely aptiu have a 
scanty menstrual flow. But the question of interest for us lo determine 
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is — w'hfit is the trno paihologica! state of Jhis woman ? A question which 
can only be solved by an etanninaiiort per vaginam ; for, as you well un- 
derstand, this digchnrge may be the result of various morbid conditions, 
the real one of which caff tfe recognized only by an accurate exaitfifiration. 
Befcfre fntroctuclng her Ifere I carefiflly investigated the case of this pa- 
fient, and 1 Have astferiained that the uterus is entirely free from disease; 
the disease does not proceed from that organ, and is limited to the vagi- 
rta. But non-sanguineous discharges from the vagina may arise from sev- 
eral different causes — such, for e±amplft, as sitnple acnte or ehronio va- i 
gihilis, blendrrhagia, etc. In the present instance, however, neither of 
these affections exist; but I have discovered, in carrying my finger ca6- i| 
tiously over the surface of the mucous membrane of the vagina small ete- 
Vailons which, on the application of the bivalved speculum, I recognized 
to be granulations. These are the true source of the discharge and the 
disease with which the patient is affected is f;ranular vaginitis. This 
affection is essentially chronic, and js according to Deville who was, 
I believe, the first to call particular attention to it, very frequently the ac- 
compMuiment of pregnancy; and he, moreover^ slates that it is not unu- 
sual for a spontaneous disappearance of these granulations to follow de- 
livery. Whatever connection there niay be, howe^ver, between this pa- 
thological condition of the vagina a«d gestaticfti, it is undoubtedly true 
that granular vaginitis may exist irrespectively of pregnancy. Though 
not a vety common affection, yet I have seen several well marked 'ex- 
amples of it, and in the case of this patierit you will see fully developed 
the striking peculiarities Cffthe disease. [Here the patient was placed 
on the bed, and the Professor pointed out the characteristics of the affec- 
tion — such as the sfrlall imdolent granulations in the vagtnK, exhibitifig 
in the present itl^tance a confluent form ; and attention \t^as also called 
to a thick creamy discharge connected with these granulations,] These 
small elevations} Gentleiftenj which you have just seen arfei not always 
confluent — they are sometiines isolated, and occasionally will be found 
in the upper portion of the vagina ; whilst againj you will notice them In- 
volving more or less the entire surface of thisCiinal. It has been sup- 
posed that grantt/rtr t>agtfi<fi* is necessarily of a syphilitic character — 
but this is denied by OeviiXr, who maintains that it may occur in the un- 
married and virgiri state. There, is, however, under certain circum- 
8(ance«i, a peculiar atfriditV in the discharge accompanying granular ©a- 
ginitis, which is capable of producing in the male an irritation closely j 
simulating blenorrhagia ; arid it will , therefore, in ."luch c«se need much j 
caution to make a prdjier distinction between the discharge, which is j 
purely one of irritatiOnj and the discharge the resuU of specific virus, ' 
constitunng gonorrlioEla. ij 

Treatment. This affection \lrill yield readily to the use of \\\e nitrdt. ;! 

it 
argenfi, together with frequent ablutions of tepid Water. Many prac- J 

litioners are in the habit of recommending the nitrate in the form of in- \ 

I jfction — to this there are two objections: 1st. The patient will rarely E 
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employ it property; 2nd. It passes itnmediately from the vagina, sUiininK 
the cloilies and also the parts external to the vulva. I much prefer the 
following mode of employing it — the granulated surfaces i-hould be ex* 
posed to view with the bivakved speculum, and they should be fre« iy 
painted by means of a earners hair pencil with a solution of the nitrat. 
argenti in thii proportion of 9j to Jj of water. This may be repeated 
daily, having previously injected into the Vagma two or three syringes ol 
warm water for the purpose of removing from* the granulations the mor- 
bid secretion, which is more^r less constantly forming on them. This to> 
gether with the free use of the tepid hip-bath will suffice to accomplish 
a cure. In the more advanced periods of pregnancy, and in gestation at 
any period in women of great nervous susceptibility, I should suggest the 
omisbion of the solution, and simply tlie use of injections of tepid water, 
and frequent ablutions. 

ConvnlBionB and •acbesiiTe purging in an in&nt one month old 
produced by the flA>l)her'8 milk; cathartic properties of the-Oo- 
lostnim. Mrs. G.,aged 2B years, married, the mother of one child one 
month old, says her infant has been very much disturbed in its bowels, 
ever since its bi{th,antl' has had several convulsive fits. Do ^ou nurse that 
infant. Madam ? Yes Sir. Db you confine it to breast or do you seme- 
times feed it? It has never taken any ithing but breast-milk, Sir, since 
its birth. Does it take the breast eagerly ? Alwa3M Sir ; it has never re- 
fused it ; but as soon as it finishes nursing, it begiM to purge, and it will 
have ten and fifteen passages a day. What do its passages look like, my 
good woman ? Sometimes, Sir, nothing passes it but curdled milk, and 
sometimes it is hke green slime. Was it a healthy infant at its birth ? 
Yes, indeed. Sir, it was a beautiful child. You say your infant has bad 
convulsions? Yes Sir, it has had four. When was it first attacked with 
them ? About ten days ago, Sir. Have you given it any Medicine? No 
Sir, it purged so much, I was afraid to give it Medicine. What is the 
state of your own health. Madam ? It is not good. Sir ; I am so unhap- 
py about my child that I am miserable. Was your health good during 
your pregnancy ? Yes Sir, until about a month before my child was 
born. What happened then ? My Husband, Sir, is a sea-faring man; 
I heard he was ship-wrecked, and I was so much disturbed I could not 
sleep, and I have never been Well since. 1 hope, my good woman, you 
will yet receive tidings of yoUi husband. Oh ! Sir, it was a false report, 
he is .«afe home again. You*}i^ve, Gentlemen, in the person of this little 
infanta most instructive exam'pie of disease; and it will need but little 
reflection to enable you freely to appreciate two important facts connect- 
ed with ii — Isi. The can*e of the purging and convulsive spasms; 2nd. 
The absolute necessity of removing this cause as .speedily as possible. If 
you look at the Httenuate<l form of this little sutferer, and connect with it 
the very signiScani circumstance that it has been recently attacked with 
convulsions, you will, I think, agree with me that no time is to be lost in 
rescuing it from the operation of an influence, which ha^so completely 
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disturbed its health, and placed its life in imminent peril. The con- 
versntion, which has just taken place between the mother and myseK 
has elicited data sufficient to enable us to form a just opinion as to the 
original cause of the purging — and I have no hesitation in referring it to 
the unhealthy character of her milk. The convulsions, too, are the al- 
most necessary consequence of this improp&r aliment through the irrita- 
tion which it has produced primarily. on the intestinal mucous surface, 
and secondarily on the medulla fpinalisy thus evoking the convulsive 
mov**ment. In reply to my question, the mother .very emphatically an- 
swered that the infant had taken. nothing since iis birth but breast-milk ; 
and you will not have forgotten what she said in- reference to her own 
health during her pregnancy. She observed that ber ^health was good un- 
til a month previous to the biith of her child. At'tbis time she says she 
received intelligence that her Husband was ship'Wreoked — and from 
that period to the present she has laboured more or less .nnder disturb- 
ance of the system. Now, allow me to ask you, what inference do you 
deduce from these facts? . Is there any connection between the mental 
affliction of this woman on beariug her husband was lost, and the 
present ill-health of the infant? To my mind, ?he connection is posi- 
tive as is proved by a chain of concurrent ^tesdmony alld{(ether irresisti- 
bK Her infant was healthy when born — its only nutfiment was its 
mother*6 milk'-and the question now arises, was there any thing pecu- 
liar in the milk to make it unsuited to the delicate system of the child, 
and if so, to what circumstance is this peculiarity to be ascribed? I 
have spoken to you on former occasions of the many infiuences, which 
are calculated to impair the parent's milk — and these intiucnces may 
originate during pregnancy, or they may arise after delivery. Among 
them, I may cite mental emotion,'no form of which is more absolute in 
its effects than grief and .depression of spirits. But I have a stronger 
proof still that the mi).k is the true cause of this infant 's illness. On 
hearing the statement of'the mother, I subjected her milk. to the te^t of 
the microscope, and I have recognised a veKy interesting fact viz: that it is 
characterized by the presence of numerous yellow corpuscules distinctly 
granulated, which appear to be the true attributes of what is termed the 
coloitrum. This latter, as you have been told, represents the fluid first 
secreted by the breasts after. delivery, and it diflers from ordinary milk 
in the important circumstance that it possesses cathartic properties. Tiie 
new-born infant contains within its intestinal canal a -viscid material 
called the m€conium\ if this be not promptly evacuated, it will become 
a source of irritation, and not unfrequently give rise to much disturbance, 
terminating in convulsions. The mtconium appears to consist of a mix- 
tare of bile and products secreted by the intestinal mucous surface. All 
experience proves that its sojourn after birth will lead to serious conse- 
quences — at*d you see how consistent and true nature is inithe conserva- 
tive inf] uence she exercises over the economy. The very first draught 
the infant receives IVom its mother's breast i's provided with elements in- L 
I I tended by their purgative aution to remove from the system this noxious m 
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matter As a general rulej the first disctiarges of the child are dark co- 
loured consistins of the i^^conium, and such may be the character of the 
eya-cuations for 24 or BQ i»ours, a ad sometimes for a longer period. Af- 
ter the meconium has passed off, if the parent be healthy, and the infant 
not interfered wiith by o^licious medicatloin, and its aliment confined i^trict- 
to the breast, we shall rarely be c*Uod upon to prescribe for it. 
I do not know that it has yet been determined at what particular period af- 
;| ter birth the milk ceases to reta^ its colostric properties — but both rea- 
son and observation seem to show that a few days only elapse before 
this change takes place. A point, bowe«rer, of great interest to the medi- 
cal man is this: if, through any exception to a general rule, the colos- 
trum should, beyond its due time, contiiuie to constitute a part of the 
milk, itproves dangerotus to tHt infant by the excessiHt purging it produces. 
That this is the real cause of this infant's ill-health I entertain no doubt; 
and whether it be the mental depression of the mother, or some ciher 
influence which has caused to be retained in the milk this cathartic ele- 
mentf is'not so material as the broad fact that this element does rea44y 
exist, and is the source of this child's sufferings. Now, Gentlemen, what 
18 the moral of this whole ease— «what its practical bearings ? Here is an 
infant, which has been conined rigidly to its mother's milk — it has tak^n 
no other nourishment — nor has any medicine been administeied to it. 
But we find it has been labouring under severe irritation of the intestinal 
mucous membrane, and receqtiy has been attacked with convulsions. 
In addition to these facts^you must remember it was a perfectly healthy ij 
child when born. The praet-ical moral, then, I apprehend to be this— r 
that to attempt to relieve the purginji; and convulsions by medicine, with- 
out having previously analized every circumstance of the case, and 
traced the disturbed action to its source, would b« sheer nonsense, and 
the verriest imaginable quacikery. No medicine, which you can admin- 
ister will have any salutary tendency until you first remove the cause of 
the irritation — the inrproper nourishment, which the child extracts from 
its mother's breast. 

Treatment. This ii^ant must have another nur«e immediately — if this I 
aannot be procured, it must be weaned^ A fresh and healthy breast wiU | 
do more for it than ail the compounds of the materia medica. Madainy 
if you continue to nurse your child it will die; but if you will prove your- 
self a seinsible woman^ and follow our advice, we will do what we ca^ 
to restore it to health. Oh ! Sir, I ara willing to do any thing you thinjc 
best. Well, Madam^ can you procure a nurse for your infant? Yes, Sir, 
I have a friend, who has just lost her child, and she will be very glad to 
nurse mine. How old was her child, my good woman ^ Six weejks old^ 
Sir. . Is she a healthy woman .' Very Sir. Then, 1 recommend yo* not 
to lose a moment, but take your infant to her at oiiee. 

I shall order for this child. Gentlemen, no medicine — and shall, for the 
present at least, rely exclusively on a c4ianj|;e of nourishment. Will you i 
come here, Madam, next Monday and ref)ori how your cl»ild is ? I shall j| 
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Sir. One word before yoii go, my good woman. If you are not careful 
yoa will have trouble with your breasts, and to avoid this, you must fol- 
low the directions, which I shall now give you. Take every morning for 
lour or five days a tea-spoonful of epsom salts in half a tumbler of water ; 
let your diet consist of solids, such as boiled potatoes, rice, etc. — ^nd use 
as little fluid as you can possibly get along with. Apply cloths wet with 
spirits of camphor to the breasts ; should they become hard and painful 
yon must have them drawn, not with a forcing pump or any such abom- 
inable contrivance, but by a pup. Let them be drawn only when they 
become painful from distension. If you will pursue these suggestions, 
yon will have no trouble from inflammation or abscess of the breasts. 

Hypertrophy of the nymphse in an unmarried woman, aged 22 
yean* Miss. S., unmarried, aged 22 years, is labouring under consider- 
able enlargementof t|]A nymphs, which causes her much anpoyance in 
walking. [The patient was placed op the bed, and the nymp|iaB or la- 
bia interna were found very much enlarged, and projected at least two 
inches beyopd t(ie vulva.] This, Gei^t^men, is not a very cjpmmon form 
of disease, but you will occasipnally rpeet with it ; and I ttjn gratified, 
therefore, in being able to show you so cpmplete an example of it as is 
presented in the case before us. The nypiphce may be enlarged from 
congenital deformity, which, however, is of rare occurrepce — they may 
become enlargi^d from excessive excitefpentof the parts, apd also frbm 
venereal disease In the latter case, the structure of these organs be- 
come altered, degenerating often into a state of schirrus. Such is the 
condition of the parts in the person of this yqung woman ; find s^e .{^as 
frankly acknowledged that she has been severely aiflecte^ wit\;t ^^.philis.- 
Wheuever you meet with an instance of enlarged jsymphaB, the first 
question for consideration is, does the enlargement (if Jn vl mfirriedf wom>- 
an) interfere with marital rights, or jloes it render prp^riB^iop fTifiicult'or 
painful? In either of these cases, it will be your dirty to relieve yotix 
patient, the efiectual remedy being excision of the hypertrophied organs. 
This may be accomplished either with the curvefl soissars,- or bistonry.- 
The ligature is sometimes preferred. Even whep resorting to'the knife 
or scissars, it is recommended to pass a number of threads throdgh the 
roots of the nymphee, so that, after.the excision, the borders of the wound' 
may be brought together, and united by the first intention. This wiir 
certainly facilitate the healing process. The nymphs, considering their 
smaller vpl.upne, are much more vascular than the labia majora — but the 
vessels wit^ w^ich they are supplied are small, and you need, therefore,^ 
have np fear pf hemorrhage fronr their removal. Pressure, or the nitrat. 
ai-genti will suipce, under ordinary circumstances, to arrest the bleeding. 
It has been stated by some writers that enlarged nymphcs are peculiar to 
the Hottentot women. This- question has called forth various ,oi)ini9ns, 
and we have the conflicting testimony of Travellers on this subj§qt. It 
M'ould seem, however, that the weight of evidence establishes the follow- 
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ing facts: Ist. That there is a congenital enlargement of the external 
genitals, not among the Hottentot women, but peculiar to a numerous 
race, known as the Boschismans; 2nd. That it is not a prolongation either 
of the nymphae or labia majora ; but that the enlargement takes its ori- 
gin from the superior commissure of the external labia, whence it gradu- 
ally becomes developed in width, and descends in two pendulous folds 
forming a sort of pudendal apron, said to be characteristic of the Bos- 
chisman women. 

BysmeiiOTrhoBa in a married woman, aged 24 years, from strict- 
ure of the cervix^terL Mrs. H., married, aged 24 years, no children, 
has suffered for the last eight years from excessive pain during her mens- 
trual periods. When you have your turns, mygood woman, how long 
do your courses continue on you ? About three days, Sir; but I lose very 
littl*», and suffer so much pain that I am almost out of my mind. Do you 
have much forcing-down pain ? Yes Sir, that is it exactly ; I feel as if 
my bowels would be forced out. Have you tsCken any medicine for 
these pains? Yes, indeed. Sir, I have'taken most every thing, but no- 
thing does me any good. Here, Gentlemen, is one of the forms of mens- 
trual aberration, which you will be occasionally called upon to treat — 
and you must not fail to bear in mind that your treatment, to be success- 
ful, must have some definite object — it must be directed against the real, 
and not the imaginary cause of the difficulty. This patient is affected 
with Dysmenorrhea which, as you know, is a term applied to that 
character of menstruation, which is marked by unusual suffering. But I 
have reminded you on former occasions, that there are various forms 
of painful menstruation, and those forms are dependent on the special 
causes, which produce them. Without repeating what I have elsewhere 
stated on this subject,! will merely remark that the case of this patient 
is one of striking interest. She has suffered for eight years, from the 
very commencement of her menstrual function, and though remedies 
have been freely administered, you hear her statement that they have 
been without effect. What do imagine this failure of relief is owing to .' 
Plainly and emphatically to the fact, that the true cause of her suffering 
has escaped attention. I have examined this patient very thoroughly, 
and I find »he has stricture of the neck of the uterus. The cause, then, 
of her excessive pain is mechanical obstruction; there is not, inconse- 
quence of the stricture, space enough for a free outlet to the menstrual 
fluid. This is the explanation of the extraordinary forcing-down pains, 
which characterize her menstrual periods. The remedy is one exclusive- 
ly mechanical in its operation, and will consist in overcoming the strict- 
ure by gradual dilatation. This, I think, will be the most effectually 
accomplished by this instrument (a very small sized metallic male ca- 
theter) which I much prefer to the ordinary bougie, which is usually 
recommended. I will now introduce this instrument, the rules for doing 
which are extremely simple. In the first place. Gentlemen, you must 
recollect that the uterus is ordinarily paralell to the axis of the superior 
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strait of the pelvi<, and its two lips are en(5iicle<l liy the u|»i)er portion | 
of the vagina. This latter organ, the vaginu, is a crooked canal, its ' 
curves corresponding with those of the pelvis — the upper portion being 
in aceordancfl with the superior, w'^ilsi the lower portion is in the di- 
rection of the inferior strait. The point ef Junction between the two nxfS | 
of the pelvis results in the formation* of an^ obtuse angle. Now, as t lie 
mouth of the uterus represents the direction of the superior strait, and 
the external opening of the vaginw that of the inferior strait, and as this 
instrument which I am about to- introduce within «he cervix uteri is also 
curved, it follows as a necessary consequence thet to ensure its safe ptiui^ 
etration into the womb it must be introduced with- a» special view to the |j 
curves of the pelvis, and the peculiar position of the vagina and uterus*^ ij 
[Hero the patient was placed on the bed, and the Professor proceeded a^* 'i 
follows: with the index linger of the left hand introduced into the vagi- 
na as far as the Os Tima^ he then placed the handle of the instrument 
at a right angle with the abdotnen of the woman, and gently glided on 
his finger from before backwards the curved extremity; as soon as this 
reached the Os TinctXy he depressed the handle, and gave an upward di- 
rection to the curved portion of the instrument corresponding with the 
axis of the uterus. As soon as the instrument had entered the cervix, he 
gave two or three gentle turns from right to lelt, and then withdrew it.] 
Now, my good woman, have 1 'hurt you ? No Sir. If you will corne 
here on Monday next, I will do ttie same t'ling again; and in the course 
of two or tUfee months, you will be Iree from all distress at your monihly 
periods, I feel great contidence, Geatlemen, that this woman will be 
restored to Iwalih, without any other aid ilmn this simple dilatation of 
the striciure.- 

Suppression of tha Menses in a Married womanj 31 years ofage^, 
of nine years duration, with chxonic inflammation of- the uterus. 
The emmenagogue properties of Mercury. Mrs. M,, married ^ aged 
31 years, no children, has labourtrd under suppression of the menses- for 
the past nine years. Dj you know, my good wontan,. wuat causeU your 
courses in the first instance to become suppressed? 1 think. Sir, it was 
a cold I look. Cold, Madam, is a very coiunion cause Dlihis affection. 
You are certain that you have not had your turns lor the last nine years? 
Yes Sir. Have you lelt much uneasiness about your hips ? Yes Sir— 
and 1 have sutfcred a great deal of pain about my woinb. The case be- 
fore you, Gentlemen, is one ol Chrome Suppression of tlie Menses, and it. 
is well worthy of attention. These are the case?, which so oltun bid de- 
fiance to remedies, and lead to a gradual decay ol the system. This pa- 
tient, in addition to the su[)pressioii, i>s also affected with chronic iniiam- 
mation of the uiorus. The tissues o4 the uterus are evidently thickened, 
and the organ is enlarged. You hnve seen in this Clinique a numerous 
variety of suppressed menstruation, and you have also seen the cases, 
yifid to approj'riaie treatment. In the present instance, it appears to. 
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me we possess a remedy which is admirably a'daptetl to restore ihis wo- 
man to health — it is, in this particular form' of siippressirth, one of the 
most certain and efleutual emmenagogiies — I mean n^'ercury. I can spe«ik 
with great confidence of this medicine — it has often' served me when all 
e'se has failed. As a deobstfrijtent, Mercury enjoys an excellence above 
all other remedies, and it is t6* this particular virtue that we are to as- 
Ciibe its extraordinary poM^ers in overcoming long-standing menstrual 
suppression, with which there is almost always associated chronic in- 
flammation or congestion of the uterus. The great! object to be dttainbd 
in the administration of M^rc'iWy in these cases is its sradual but positive 
influence on the system. Pt^alism* iliust be effected, and thoutgh it is not 
desirable that exce^i^ive itiercuVinl action should take place, yet it is ab- 
solutely essential that the S3!'stem slibuld be under its influence for at least 
three or four months. It is in this way only that we can hope to see ex- 
emplified its great efficady as a remedy in chronic suppression. There 
is, 1 am aware, a strong popular prej'iidice against the use of Mercury — 
and the prejudice* fitis' sprung from the frequent abuse of this potent me- 
dicine. I do not s|S(eA'fe of Mercur^ as prescribed by the charlatan — I 
speak of it; on the coVitrary, as a reniecty in the hands of the skillful phy- 
sician who c"omp«eh'ends its power for d'oing injury, and understands its 
influencH in controlling morbid action. Take mercury from the ma- 
teria medicOj and how feeble would be our means o( subduing inflamma- 
tion, especially of the chronic type, and how restricted- our resources! 
There are, liowever, certain conditions of system, which contra -indicate 
th'e adnr.inistration of mercurial preparations — such as a scrofulous dia- 
thesii>, inftai'nmatory affections accompaniecC with exhaustion, nervous 
irritability, etc. In these cas*^?, mercury, generally speaking, would do 
harm, an^d should, therefore, be avoided.- It is desireable, when saliva- 
tion is cohtenfplated, to conjoin opium with the mercury, for the reason 
that it will be more likely to be retained in the system, and, therefore, its 
full eflects m'oVe certain. The various preparations employed are Calo- 
mel, blue pill;Hydrargc. creta, etc. Calomel, p'efhap.', is more reliable 
as well as moVe certain in its action. We shall order the following pre- 
scription : 

R. Submur Uydrarg gr. xxiv; 

Pulv. Opii gr. iv. p. ft]assu in pil xij. divideuda. 
Let one pill be taken night and morning until ptyuli-sm is produced — ^and 
in order that the action of the mercury m»y be continued, one pill should 
afterwards be given at intervals of four or five days as circum;<tances 
may require. Mercurial inunction is sometimes resorted to in these 
cases, but I think the internal administration of the medicine preferable. 
Inversion of the mucous membrane of ilfeT vbc^kixsL in a married 
woman, aja^ed 40 years, the mother of seven children. Mrs. P. ag- 
ed 40 year.«, married, the mother of seven children, the youngest four 
yeare of i^ge, complains of a difliculiy in passing water, with which she 
has been more or less troubled for the last three years. What is the na- 
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turn of the difliculty 6f which yon coirt'prain, my good' woman; is it that 
yon cannot retain yotir water ? Oh ! no' Sir ; my difficulty seeiUs to be an 
obstructioh at the oiiter passage ; thei'ie ils a small swelling there, which 
gives me much trouble sometimes, and Seems to prevent the flow of wa- 
ter. Does the swelling cause you any pain ? No Sir; except sometimes 
when I walk, it feels irritated. This case. Gentlemen, is a peculiar one, 
and for those of you who have seen an' example of the ibind, it will pre* 
sent more than usual interest. I have had frequent occasion to allude to 
the causes of difficult micturition, but I do not recollect that a case of 
this partic'61ar character has before presented itself at tfte eliniqne, al- 
though it cannot be considered one of extreme rarity. You would I judge 
be somev^hat perplexed to form a correct opinion of the disease before us 
without sdhie additional <2aM beyond the mere staten^eiit, which you 
have heard from this padent. Before iittroducing her here, I examined 
with much care the condition of the urethra, and I have discovered the 
cause of her difficulty to consist in a prolapsion, or pierhaps more prop- 
erly speaking, an inversion of the mucobs lining of that passage ; and I 
have also ascertained another interesting circumstance, viz., that the in- 
verted mucous surfuce is ulcerated, the consequence no doubt of friction 
of the dress. This condition of the urethra' is sometimes the result of 
protractecf and severe labors — and sometimes, too, you will find it connec- 
ted with a delapidated constitution, wliere the t>ssues are in a sta'fe of 
general relaxation. - The particular condition of this urethra might pos- 
sibly be confounded with another form of disease to which this passage 
is liable,' and several examples of which you have seen in this clinique 
— I mevin *Ufu bloody tumour of the meatus urinarius.** But the distinc- 
tion between these two affections is so simple, that error of diagnosis can- 
not be justi^ed. In the latter disease, as you know, (here are usually three 
characteristic symptoms : 1st. Excessive sensibility ; 2nd. Extreme scatl- 
et redness ; ffrd. Bleeding on injury. All these symptoms are absent in 
the present case. 

TreatnierU. In recent cases of inversion of the urethra, you will often 
succeed in' remedying the difBculiy by well-directed and persevering pies- 
sure through the agency of bougies, together with the free use of cold ab- 
lutions. Ifil the present instafi'ce I despair of success by such means. Be- 
fore, however, attempting any /ertt-dy for the inversion, the first object of 
attention is the healing of the ulceration; this can readily be accomplish- 
ed by the occasional application [two or three will probably suffice] of 
the nitrate of silver in solution, say Qss to Jj of water. After the ulcera- 
tion is removed, thti remedy for a permanent cure in this case is excision 
of the projecting fold of menibrune. There is no danger in the operation, 
and it is one which is perfectly justifiable under the circumstances. — 
[Here (he patit*nt was placed on the bed, and the Professor with a earn- 
ers hair pencil freely touched the ulcerated surface with the solution.] 
Return here next Monday, my good woman, and 1 will do what is proper 
for you. Thank you. Sir, I shall. In addition to the local treatment, this & 
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patient will need some constitutional remedies — her health, as yoa per- 
ceive, is bad, and she requires invigoration. How are your bowels, my 
good woman ? They are very much confined, Sir. Are your courses re- 
gular,? No Sir; they are very scanty. Let the following 'prescription be 
ordered: 

R. Pdi*^. Rhei ]x\\' 

C'arbonat. MagiiesicB J 
AroiAat, Confect. 3 ^^s; 
Infm. Rhei )• . «, ^ 

Aq.Cinamraomi P'v.Ft.m. 

A wine-glass early in the morning as circumstances may indicate ; In ' 
addition to the above, it would be judicious, I think for tlii^ patient to ]' 
take for two or three successive nights, jusl previous to the menstrual pe- j 
riod, ^ of Tinct. Aloes Co. Her diet should' be nutritious; and after the j 
bowels have become regulated she may substitHitie for the above mixture ij 
tHe following : ',: 

E. SnlphaiisFeriBj; 

Extract. Gentianie Q ij. DWi(fe in Pit. xx. 
One pill twice a day. 

Infiltratlofluof the labia externa in a married Woman, aged 27 
yearS) six months pregnant. Mrs. P., married, aged 27 years, six 
momhs in gestation, seeks advice for a large swelling in the lower part 
of her person. How long my good woman have yoube^n married ? Two 
years, Sir. Is this your first pregnancy ? Yes Sir, Kbw long have you 
been troubled with this swelling of which you speak?- About one month 
Sir ; but lately it has increased so much that it gives m-te great uneasiness. 
Do you swell in your feet and legs ? Oh ! Yes Sir, my feet are more than 
twice their usual size. [Here the patient was placed' on the bed, and after 
an examination, the Professor pronounced the swelling a serous infiltra- 
tion of the labia majora.] This, Gentlemen, is a case of much practical 
interest. The patient before you is in her sixth tnonth of pregnancy ; her 
lower extremities are marked by extreme cedema, which is often the ac- I; 
com paniment of gestation from th« pressure on the lymphatic vessels )| 
by the distended uterus ; and you also perceive that the CBdetna has ex- j; 
tended to iheiabia majora^ enlarging each one of them to the size of an |< 
ordinary FtBtal head. The labia mHJora are liable to distension from il 
several causes:- 1st. Abscess; 2ud. Sanguineous engorgement; od. Serou-* ]j 
itii|iitratio'n ; 4ftli. Hernial protrusion ;6ih. Aneurismal cysts; 9th. Vari- ■; 
cose veins, etc.; and you cannot, therefore, exercise in such cases too j' 
much caution in endeavoring to ascertain the true cause of the enlarge- !' 
ment. The labia are abundantly j>upplied with cellular ti:<sue, and con- 1- 
sequently are predisposed to accumulations of serum, whether conneclcd |; 
with a general hydropic diathesis, ot simply the result oi transitory or ac- |] 
cidental infiuences. Occasionally, only one labium isaliected, but mo>t I 
usually both will become the seats of distension. One of the first points j' 
of enquiry in this i'orni of infiltration is — whether the serous accumulation 
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temporary cause. It is very manifest, from an examination of the case, 
that this patient is not affected with ascites, though she is evidently an» 
asarcous — the sub-cutaneous cellular tissue being more or less infiltrated. 
The patient needs relief, and the question is, what can be done for her ? 
TreatmefU. In cases like these much will be gained by position. As far 
as possible, the recumbent posture should be maintained, the hips elevat- 
ed, and the head and shoulders as low as convenient. This will tend to 
diminish the volume of the labia, and foe the general infiltration, much 
benefit will be derived from the following : 

R. Sub mur. Hydrarg. gr. vj ; 

Pulv. Digitalis gr. ij. Div. in Chart, ii. 

One of the powders at night followed in the morning by §ss of Sulphate 
of Magnesia in half a tumbler of water. 

It will sometimes be necessary, from excessive distension, to evacuate 
the fluid in the labia by puncture. There is, I am aware, objection urged 
against this practice on the ground «fhat incisions here are apt to become 
serious, through erysipelatous and other forms of inflammation. I do not 
think these objections well founded as a general principle, and shonld, 
therefore, not hesitate when indicated to resort to incisions as a mode of 
relief. But a short time since. Dr. Martin, of Kentucky, one of the Stu- 
dents in this University, was entrusted by me with a case of midwifery. 
In the course of the day, he requested me to see the case with him. I 
found the labia externa enormously distended, so much so that it was im- 
possible to make a vaginal examination. Without any delay, I freely 
punctured both labia — more than a quart of fluid was evacuated. The 
patient was delivered in about twelve hours afterwards by?Dr. Martin.— 
Her recovery was prompt, and she and her infant are in the enjoyment 
of good health. 

Frequent desire to pass water in a married woman, ^27 years of 
age. Mrs. 0., aged 27 years, married, the mother of three children, the 
youngest four months old, whose case was reported in the Lancet for De- 
cember, returned to-day to the Glinique, and reported herself much bet- 
ter. You will remember, Gentlemen, this was a case of inflammation of 
the urethra from a protracted labour. The treatment consisted in inject- 
ions into the urethra of the nitrat. argenti in the proportion of gr. x to ^ 
of water — together with the free use of the infusion of Buchu as a drink. 

Partial piUfaplegia in -a ^married woman, aged 32 years, from 
in^tmmental delivery. 

Mrs. W., married, the mother of one child, ten months old, whose case 
was reported'in the Lancet for November, says she feels much more pow- 
er in her lower limbs, and flnds dhe can walk with much more ease than 
she has been able to do since-the birth of her infant. This case. Gentle- 
men, when it was flrst presented here I discussed very fully. This wom- 
an was delivered with instruments, and the result was a partial loss of 
power over the lower limbs. She was treated with Strychnia, which you 
know is the active principle of Nux Vomica, and which exercises a spe- 
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cific influence on the spinal cord, tbui.inflaence being more marked on 
the mpfof nerves than on t|iose of sensation. One of the following pills 
was oi^ered to be taken twice a day.: 

B. StryohnisB gr. tj ; 

t€onfect. Rosarum q. s. nt ft. Pil. xxiv. 
fin Addition to the above cases, there were introduced at this Cliniqne, 
Ascites ; Dysmenorrhcea from congestion ; Ulceration of cervix wteri ;-r- 
Convulsions in an infant; Crnsta lactea ; Retention of menses; Suppress- 
ion ; Menorrhagia ; Garc|pprpa yteri; Procidentia; Ovarian dropsy, etc.] 
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Editorship of Wolfiied Nei,son, M. D., of Montreal, C. E. 

Gener?«I Th(*rai»fntic5 anti Materia Medica : adapted for a Text-book. 
By RoBLEY Dr;.\aLisoN, M. D., Professor oflnstitiues of Medicine, etc., 
in Jeirorfjoii Medical Collego of Philadelphia;' rornierly " Professor of 
M.ueria Mtnlica anji Thorfipeiuios in the University of Virginia' and 
Mnryland, and in Ji^fferson Ml?dical College of PhilatWilphia?;' ,With 
187 iiliistrafions. Fifth Edition, revised an(i impro.red'. Jn two 
Volumes. Philadelphia : Blanchard k Lea, 1853-. 8vo. 'pp. 556,622. 
There can he no greater i)roof of the ability of a writer and the useful- 
ness of his works than their popularity. Any individual \vonld have ac- 
quired a lasting repntation by the publication of any one of the numerous 
works with which Professor DL'nglison has'enriched " Metrical Literature 
— we would almost have snid general Literature, for-it is impossible to 
peruie a single volume, nay chapter of even his smallest treatise, and not 
be at once convinced that he is a man of most varied afnd extensive gen- 
eral information and n»akes it- geMeial'Jy ^ipplicable. The facility with 
which he obtains materials to snppojrt every position- he assumes, is irre- 
cusable evidence that he possessesa won^lt^r'full^ v/ell-stored mind and a 
remsi'rkable talent in nuiking his abun^nt Vesoutces subservient to his 
views and opinions which eXtettd ovec Uie Nvhole domain of Medical 
Science. Dr. Du.nglison has contributed more to the rt^l advanceiiient of 
the Medical Profession than aiij nnin of modern liw)es,' and we do not 
confine our remarks lo tliis Corrtinent, but we freely challenge Europe to 
prodtice a more fertile and sutu'essful Aiulior. In consequence '"of his 
many valuable conrribations his name will infallibly pasa down to the 're- 
motest po<*terity as one of the' most ?:ealous» and sacvc^ssful' writers that 

ever lived, ' \ ' ' 

There is a greater fund of information, as immediately serviceable to 
the practical Physician, in' the pretseiit y-olumes, than is to be foun<l on 
similar subjects in any-orhei' work e*xiant. Every Author of any note- 
in Europe or America, in tlli* English ov Continental languages — which 
treats on Materia r^C-^^Ga ainl Therapeutics, down to the present day, has 
been subjected to a critical examination ; nnd even the periodical Press 
has been laid iwuier eontribuiion, and with such excellent judgment and 
good taste, that these two Volumes may lair'y b«» s»id to possess the cream 
of all the labour, of any repute, that has preceded them. They thus be- 
come, in themselves, a complete Encyclopedia on the two important de- 
partments of Medical Science to which they are devoted. 

The fol-lowing short paragraph in the preface to the 4th Edition conveys 
in a few- words, and most truthfully, a correct idea o4 the work : — "His 
[the author's] great obj ct was to prepare a work upon General Thera- 
j)eutics and ilateria Medica, which might aid the medical student in ac- 
quiring the rnain results of modern observation and reflection ; and at the 
sarn« time, be to the practitioner a trustworthy book o-f reference." 

The three first Cha|)ters are replete with the most valua'ble information, 
and written jo a- style to make the whole exceedingly interesting. Even 
the genera I- reader 'Con Id pernse them with pi entente and advantage^ and 
tU*i aspirant to the . Profession should treasure every word in his memory. 
Th^* Chapter ct* the *'Ci»cumstances that modify , therapeutical' indica- 
tions'* contains'a Vast fund oP lacts- Mrhipli establish lUa won<lerful intlu- 
ence the min<l ex^l-ts over the body-. Ainpng the «'lm'ostnun^berless ins- 
stances which are add'uceyl of the power of irnagination is *'Perkinism,'* 
the most arrant delusipn.iii the whole history .of credulity. We recollect 
N ). T.vi. N. s. — /v)r.. vni. — N). rv. 5 
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well how in our youthful days the most nstountting cures wore trumpeted 
with every semblance of truth, that were wrought through the "tractors." 
Among the thousands of the dupes of Perkins the blacksmith, who vouch- 
ed most solemnly as to the marvelous operations there were eight Profess- 
ors of four ditferent universities — twenty-one regular physicians — nine- 
teen surgeons — thirty .clergymen, fiords. Ladies nnd Gentlemen by scores. 
The happy delusion was most crndlly dispelled, lo the honor of the med- 
ical faculty, be it eaid, by Dr. Hogarth, who fashioned two pieces of 
wood after the veritable metallic tractors. His cures were quite as mir- 
aculous. He described the cheat, and nway went the *'magnificlent Per- 
kinistic Institute, lor the construction of which large sums had already 
been subscribed." But the world is fated to be the dupe of ever-uprising 
follies and the passive instrument of knaves and Impostors, at whose an- 
tics we would smile?, were life and property not sacrilSeed by these de- 
ceptions. HomcEopadiy is not a whit belter than the tractors, and the 
whole category of impostures are similar to the spirit-rappings, table 
turning, biology, etq., and are ^'additional illustrations of the success that 
mu«t ever follow for a time the efforts of empiricism, pretension and cre- 
dulity." 

The Chapter on General Considerations displays the extraordinary eru- 
dition of the Author. That on Therapewtical Indications, as well as the 
ono on the ModusOperandi of Medicines, is very valuable and every 
practitioner should treasure every principle contained in these truly sen- 
sible and practical remark?. A fact vyhichiDr ,D. notices as worthy of 
particular attention, is the greater activity of mucous surfaces^in their ab- 
sorbing power, th^n the skin. ».We have long since availed ourself of this 
peculiarity for'ihe intio<iuction of the Tartrate of Antimony into the sys- 
tem when the powers of deglutition were almost entirely suspended, as it 
is more or lessiin all cases where the mouth and fauce.«, etc., are inflam- 
ed, and when it was impossible to convince the patient and his friends 
that much good would be derived by inducing nausea. It has been said: 
**he cannot swallow — his throat is stopped up." We have, neverthelesp, 
effectually succeedi^d in carrying out our views by using a mouth wash 
composed of ;four .grain- of Tart. Antimony in a pirat of, water, of which a 
large table spoonful was taken every ten or fifteen minutes, and the head 
being thrown back to allow of the liquid coming more imjnediately in con- 
tact with the root of the tongue, etc., retained sonie priwutes. The effect of 
the Nitre is grateful and. most beneficial, whil:*t, ere long, nausea is in- 
duced — efforts at vomiting are even inade and the in^uervce of the Anti- 
mony is quite manifest. We have another prooJ' how promptly and pow- 
erfully absorption takes place in the bucal cavity from t.he rapidity with 
which stools are,produced,when>Cr0ton oil is gpplietj, by me««ns of a long 
and strong feather, as farjnio the mouth as ii can be introduced. Wo 
wish to impress tliese facts npoji our Readers, and more especially the use 
of the Nitre and Antimony in all acute inflammations about the mouth 
and throat. Little soiiciiude need- be entertained with regaj-d to the pain- 
fulness and difEculiy of swallowing as obstacles to the administration of 
Antimony as they are easily overcome by the means above stated. 

Although we deeireto make our critique of a work already so well 
known, as brief as possible, we cannot help transcribing the following 
words of the celebrated'Dublin Pwysician (Dr. Stokes, which, with bis 
usual good sense Dr. Dunglison transfers to bis pages. **A common 
practice Jias prevailed in these Countries, and indeed still exists to a very 
great extent, of making the patient take purgative medicines every day ; 
and this, I regret to say, is too often done even in cases where the sur- 
face of the small intestines presents extensive patches of ulceraltion. 
Now, I will ask you, can anything .be so barbarous as this, or can it be 
exceeded in folly or mischief by the grossest acts of quackery. Here we 
have an organ in a state of high irritation, and exhibiting remarkable ex- 
citement of its circulation, and yet we proceed to apply stimulants to that 
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organ, and to increase the existing irritation." And a little further on he 
adds : **iVlorbid stools are discharged, and the more morbid they are, the 
more calomel and purgatives does tlie Physician give to change their 
character, and bring them back to the standard of health*- 1 want words 
to express the horrible consequences." Let these most correct remarks 
sink deep into :he mind of every Medical Practitioner. *'Mild Ghioride 
of Mercury is in much use as a cathartic,- and perhaps nowhere mor« 
than in the United States." He might have comprised several of the 
neighbouring Provinces in the same sentence. 

We regret very much not beiug able to enter into any lengthy consider- 
ation of the many invaluable principles laid down for tlie use of Narcot- 
ics, and, particularly, that much abused drug Opium* For the enlighten- 
ing of the Reader on this most valuable portion of the work we refer him 
to the volumes, which should be on the shelves of every conscientious 
Practitioner, of every man who adopts our noble Profession not merely as a 
means of personal benelit, but as Hiiording so many and varied oppor- 
tunities of contributing to the welfare of ilie community. 

The views enunciated with regard to Blood-Leiling, every observ- 
ant and sound Practitioner will approve to the iullest extent. The false 
opinions wiiich have been but too generaHy entertained concerning the 
etfecis of the loss of blood have led to tl«} loss of many lives. 

We have been long ianiiliar with the writings of Dr. Dunolison, and 
with the present work from its tirst appearance, and we fear not to as- 
sert that it is one of the most practical and valuable contributions to the 
Medical Profession of modern times. 



A Manual of Obstetrics. By Thomas F. Cock, M. D., Physician to the 

New York Lying-in Hospstal, Ptiysician to Bellevne Hospital, etc. — 

New York : S. S. & W. Wood, 261 Pearl Street. 1S63. 12i«o. pp. 250. 

From the Publishers by Express. 

In this little work Df Cock has given proof ol much industry, zeal and 
research, and while he characterizes it us a **Handbook for students at- 
tending Lectures" he correctly state!^, that it may prove useful to the 
young practitioner in his moments of emergency, and such occasions of 
emergency and trouble, we promise the new beginner, he will not fail to 
expeyience, and when he may the least expect tUem. 

This re&ume is indeed more tilted to aid the student than the praciiiion- 
er, yet as already st.ited, will the veteran dip into its pages with consid- 
erable advantage. We shall confine our review to a lew practical points 
some in strong approbation, others indicating what We conceive to be er- 
rors, both of omission and comuiission. 

We shall begin with tlie subject of Abortion. To the whole of wb'at is 
said we cordially assent, but there is a grave omission,— ^as no- allusion 
is made to positiotr ws a means of paramount importance in the treat- 
ment. In threatened abortion quietude and the recumbent position should 
be insisted upon ; but in ca.^eti ol hemorrhage the horizontal posture 
should invariably be strictly enjoine<J, even to the exclusion of the pillow, 
ior elevation ol the head and slioulders greatly favours thtj 4k)oding4r The 
Author correctly observes the pains ait^nditig miscarriage are fretiuen-tly 
more distressing than those of regular parturition.- An these cases opiates 
bhould be livvly administered, provided always there be no determination 
to the brain, a.id tlie form to be preferred is in Dover's powdei-»=-say from 
16to20graiuo — wliioh rarely requires to be repeated. But when the 
iiemorrhage is excessive we preler 20 miuiiirsof I'inct. Opii with 3^^ o^ 
Spis. Anion. Aroniat. every hour or even more often ii required. Tne Dr. 
very sensibly observes : **ln natural labour the cardinal point is that it is 
not a ca^e m sickness, but the exercise of a natural Junction." .Let the 
young practitioner ever bear this important axiom in mind. i 

Nearly 30 pages are taken up with the consideration of regular or na- g 
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nral, and Irregular labour. In the whole of what is here advanced we 
most cordially concur, and we cannot debar onrpelves the pleasure of 
transcribing the renin rks on tiie emf)lfiynn»nt of Opium in protracted cn?es 
at page 131. Of course it will be understood that in these instances there 
must be no determination to the head, a? evinced by head-ache, impatience 
and general axcitpment, foi here the first r*»medy wmild be venesfction 
to the extent of 16, 20, or even 30 oz., and more il tht»re appear to be any 
dftnger of convulsions srtperveningr: ' . . r. 

**The great remedy is Opium, to be Mtiven.as near as po5slble to time of 
natural re«t, and in e(r<qient<lose*., Various forms. Laudanum be»t, at 
least 40 drops, sometimes 5.1? an overpowering ilose suspends action com - 
pietely. Oftentimes, when the pains are short, teasinjr, inefficient, givinj^ 
the sensation of mere griping in. the abdomen* a dose of 40 drops will pro- 
cure a few hourS rest, and patient will awake to renewed and etfectual 
efforts. (Experience has taaght me to stay for a little time after a dose 
of LaudaiiHrn," for in 9ome cases the beneficial effects have been mani- 
fested in a short time, in a-change of pain, efficient action, and steady 
progress towards completion." - » 

Tiie rules. laid'down for the administration of Ergot are equally valua- 
ble, and should be religiously observed by every Practitioner who stu- 
dies the well-being of his patient ilk preference to his personal conven- 
ience. The^anliments expressed in regard to Complex Labours are par- 
ticularly sound and fvactical ;/but we were at once alarmed- at the discov- 
ry thai Convolsions were divided into three classes : Epileptiform, Hyster- 
ical and Apoplectic, and were told of the infinite importance r>f ascertain- 
ing to which division any.c;nseunde,r treatment belonged. Tonics are re- 
commended for the first, antispasmodics for the second, and the Ust alone 
is to be scienlificmlly treated, because of the name given to it, viz : by full 
bleeding!— the only safe and correct plan of treatment. 

We have seldom perused any work with which, generally, we so cor- 
dially agree; but we must aj^aln dissent from the directions given in re-t 
gard to the u.se ofiOpif^m in Puerperal Mania ; in any of the forms which 
this unfortunate derangement may assume we woulil discard the use of 
Opium, or itlherp was a^clearly marked indication for its employment, 
the best form »« that of Dover's powder, 10 grains with the same quantity 
of Calomel. In iheset'distres-iingcasMs, the best effects will result from th** 
ap}>lication of a very large blister between the shoulders, kept on for 12, 
18 or even 24^ hours* or until Strangury is produced. The uterine system 
at this period is easily influenced and reaflily sympathizes with any irrit- 
ation about the urinary /Organ ft, and thus inelucing a mo;?t salutary revuls- 
ive action towards an orgau that?was the primary cause of all the trouble. 
The blister should be repeated, though this isi«eldom necessary; the bow- 
els to be Icppt gently aotiv^by the daUy use of a few grains of aloes and 
blue pill, thereby aUo keeping up some exeiiement about the pelvic vis- 
cera. But we are admonished tivat it is time to alosg our remarks, and 
we do so by slating that it is a most exceHent.comp.endium of Midwifery. 
It should indeed be the Obstetrician's Yade Mecwm. 

^^^ The notices of several other pl\b^lfcRtinns, prepared for this Numb- 
er, arc unavoidably crowded out. VVhil». thanking vciv kindly the Pub- 
lishttrs for their liberal fa vourF, we oirfy regret that the large demand 
made upon our Original Department f^reVents the immediate notice of the 
various publications which are crowded every month U[)on our Table. 
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THTITH WITHOUT FEAT. 

PLATTSBURGH," (New York ;) JANUARY, 1854. 

Wit itto ie»r. 

— o 

T'is Mi<lnight ! The loud ringing of the ohu»ch beWs, the sounds of the 
Village band wafted upon the icy breezt* of the night of the 3Ut of De- 
cember, and the gingling of merry sleigh bells gliding; 'by our sanctum — 
all proclaims that i^ome unnsnal and exciting caufse breads upon the still- 
ness of the night. They are ringing and playing the old year out and the 
new year in.! Another link rivited in the chain of Time^^ Our thoughts 
are for the Past and the Future-^there is iiothina' for the Present. We re- 
vert to the twelve months now gon^, and see what has been done and 
what should have bf(.-n'dono. But it hasgone and cannot be recalled. 
A'^'jjiin the mind loVrks into the dim future of the year Just dawning, and 
oh ! how bright the hopes and pleasing the expectations. May they to 
one and all be.fully realized. 

And now dear Friends of the Lancet — its numerous Patrons — its able 
tind faithful Correspondents — the Publishers who never forget the Edit- 
or-=-and the Agents who labour in our cause — to one and all A Happy 
New Year ! 



The commencement of a New Year, in Medical jis^ in General Litera- 
ture, is marked by the aocessiori of new menrabers to the Periodical fam-, 
iJy and the retirement of prhers from '"causes un-necessary to mention.'* 
We ar? not aware cf the demise of any ; and trust — whether- friend or foe 
-!-all will thrive, if not for the good of others at least for theijs, A few 
days sin^e we ieoeived the prospectus of a Journal to be edited by a Gen- 
tleman most favourably known to the Profession and more particularly so 
to the Readers of our Lancet— rpecd we allude to H. A. Ramsay, 51. D., of 
Georgia-^one of the most prolific, scientific and independent writers of 
the Country. Our pages, for^tlie lar^ttwo or three years, bear evidtnce of 
bis ability as a writer — his science as a prqictitioner-^and his independ- 
ence and fearlessness as a chs^rnpion for Professional rights. He is the 
man of all others to make a ^Journal that will be read and appreciated, 
and will be a bright star in tho galaxy of American Medical Journals. 
More we could say but the Journal will fpeak for Itself. Fri**nds of the 
Lancet forget not Hamsay. But here is the ProspecTus : 

The x^tlanta Journal of Medicine, and the Collateral Sciences. — 
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The undersigned propose to publish, in the City of Atlanta, Georgia, a 
Monthly Periodical, under th* above title. With a sincere desire for the 
advancement of Medical Science, the Editors will pursue an undeviating 
course of opposition to the seciet Nostrums and hnmbnggery which flood 
the country. The traffic in Patent Medicines, Specifics, etc., not only re- 
tards the progress of the Healing Art, but the health and lives of good 
citizens are often destroyed by such preparations. The pages of oar Jour- 
nal will, also, be devoted to Original Communications, General Medical 
Intelligence, the Physical peculiarities of the Negro Race, Surgery, Obs- 
tetrics, Medical Jurisprudence, etc. In ethics we are strict construction- 
ists, and shall stand square upon the code as prescribed by the American 
Medical Association ; eschewing all latitudinous stretches, and exposing all 
violators. In criticism We sliall try to be just in our course of action, — 
while fearlessness of opinion shall charaoterisp oijr progress. 

With this progranirpe we shall throw our flag to the breeze, inviting the 
country, village, and city physicians to coiitribute to our pages. We re- 
quire a revolution in the Medical Journalism of the Southern Atlantic 
States, to some extent, and we trust to our friends to help us achieve it. 
Upon our part we promise them energy, and whatever of ability we may 
want, we hope to atone for in zeal ijnd determination. 

The Journal will coDtain about 40 pages octavo, on good paper, and 
will be issued monthly. Th,e proprietors have made arrangements lor the 
publication, and hope by January or February to make the first issue. 

Terms. Two Dollars per annum in advancei oh on receipt of the first 
Number. Anyone sending ten paying subscribers, shall receive a copy 
gratis. f V 

Atlanta, Nov. 21, 1853. H. A. Ramsay, M. D., 

J. G. Westmoreland, M. D. 



f |e Irtsmt |fnmkr.- 



Our Readers will observe a change in the order of the Departments in 
this Number of the Lancet. We have at times been behind our date of 
publication, and have succeeded in coming up to the mark with this is- 
sue. The irregularity of the mails consequent upon the close of naviga- 
tion and the setting in of Winter occasioned some delay in the reception 
of the copy of the Clinical Lecture; and in order to retain what we had 
gained we at once commenced operations with the Original Department. 

While upon the subject a word about the Clinical Lectures may not be 
amiss. Professor Bedfobd cannot but feel gratified at the singular favour 
with which his eflforts at perfecting the important branch of Medicine 
over which he presidfs in the University of New' York, are received by 
the Prof[essioh throughout the Country. Not a day passes but letters are 
received with orders for the back Numbers containing thtrso Lectures. 
We regret that the ample provision we had made by the publication of 
several hundred ext'ra copies has long since been exhausted, and that we 
are ojuable to furnisli .not even an odd Number, and much less full files of 
the past Volumes. Sbnie of ouV Subscribers do not appear quite to com- 
prehend on r mode of doing business. Our terms are invariably in ad- 
vance, and not a single Number is forwarded af^ter the expira'lon of the 
time paid for. S«weial have allowed three and four months to elapse 
and then renewed with a call to complete the file. This we have been 
unable to do, and the fault is not ourc. I here is but one way to secur« 
<mdroken files, it is to renew on the receipt of the Number containing the 
notice of expiration. 
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Clinkal ftttms m fistasts ni Mnmn itii C^ilbnn, 

DCLIYEliet) IN THE DNIV£RSITT OF KEW YORK BT 

Professor Gunning S« Bedford. 

SKPORTXD FOR NEI.80N*S AMERICAN LANCCT, 

Bt T. a. GREGORY, M D, 

LECTURE XXXVlIf. 
Dropsicnl effusions— are they common ia early life ? Their causes an<! 
• reatnnent. — Snppref>ston of the menses for the ia^t six months in a girl 
20 years o(ay>e; Intermittent Fever^ has it any influence over the men* 
strual fimstion? — Ascites together with general anasarca in a boy, 6 
years old, th»» eff'Cts of Scarlet Fever.—- Ascites in a boy, 8 years ohi, 
from protracted Dysentery. — Chlorosis in a giH, 20 years of age, with 
irregular menstruation.— Excessive pain in the uterus every time the 
child is put to the breast, in a married woman, 28 years of age. — 
Dropsical efllusions— are they common in early life 7 Their causes 
and treatment 
Gentlemen i — There is a disease among the affections of early life, to 
which I desire for a short time to direct your attention, especially as we 
have among the children, who are to be presented to yon to-day several 
examples of the malady to which I allude — I mean dropsy. It is a sin- 
gulai fact, the truth of which you will be enabled promptly to confirm 
by reference to your text books, that dropsy in early life, especially that 
form of It denominated ascites, has not attracted much attention from 
author?. I am the more surprised at thi^ silence, for the reason that it 
cannot be considered a rare affection, and very often involves seriously 
the safety of the child. Serous effusions, you are aware, may occur in 
various portions of the system — at one time in the tunica arachnoidea, 
at another in the pleura, pericardium, peritoneum, etc. ; and again, the 
brain, and lungs will sometimes become the seat of the exhalation; in 
the latter case, constituting what is known as Gi^demu of the longs. In 
addition to which, there is often a deposit of serum, to a greater or less 
extent, in the cellular tissue giving rise to anasarca. The ancients, 
whose knowledge of disease was mo-tly the result of observation, enter- 
tained opinions of surprising accuracy respecting the general causes, 
symptoms, and treattnent of dropsy. They were aware that serous infiltra- 
trations often oiiginated from enlarged liver, disease of the kidney, etc, 
and you will find that Hipochates dwells particularly on the influence of 
a humid atmosphere in the production of serous effusions, and speaks 
very emphatically of repeated hemorrhages, chronic and wasting diseases, 

iiSli l l * i^W» '* '■'■. , ... . y.U.^d^i.. .■■Ml .^U, 
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etc., n« frequpnt cnii*'es of droppy. Wimr, then, is the true (ItfiT^nne be- 
tween the knowledgH of the nncientd'on thN s«iihj«'i-t, nud thnt |>os.ses-e<l 
by H8? It iff this-^fhe Uhowl^^^ of th-i oUN!«h6oI ini-n was gHnernl, 
purely the i«»su t of observation — ^Onrs is fspi-eifir, tmitiible, witisAicrory 
made so by the research e« of tuodt rn science. Patholo'ricRl Himtmiy 
th It unerrinjfT light which never diiwned upon the ancient^, has not oi»ly 
re^eaFe^d to us the truth of the opinion's en'tertaiAed i>y iUi* Kaihersof.U d- 
icine as to the causes of dropsy, but it has enabhd us to t-xi hi In thf op- 
eration of tliese causes, and penetrate deeply into the secrets Ol morbid 
actiorr. The ancients were aware, as a maiter of repeated obs.*rvnii«m, 
that tferoits exhalation would often follow en^or^^ed liver, and di sea set! 
kidnvy j th^^y knew loo, that drains on tlie sy-ti-m wns a coiuinon cause 
ol this Character of exhilation ; but their knovvl mIj« did not exit-nd be- 
yond these n iked :a ts. All ttlse eoune led w ith the etiol »;;v oiilropsy 
was to them a suhj ct of profound darkness, and, in ilie ubseuct; ol our 
present knowledge, they had no means of removing theobscuri y. In or- 
der to ithisfrate tire truth of this proposition, I n^ed merely meniion, as 
has already beer/ »ta6'd| that the ancients tiad observed the eoiUHM'tion 
between profuse lo.sse8 of blood and dropsicsil etiusions — but lh«y were 
unable to explain the tfircitmiitance, nor did they understand why serous 
iiiflltratfctis «ind pfcffuse li<^irtorihages should so oft«'n bear to each oiber 
the relatio*n' df etfiCt and cjiuse; We, through ihe labours of colem|-o- 
raries, can sati^ifactonly explain this rtrlutiun^liip. lii heinoirhage-, ilie 
blood is deprived of its albumen — and it is the loss of this elemciii in the 
circulating fluid, which tend^j td dropsy, either general or partiiil. Again 
among the primitive «^riters, it Was known tluit dropsy was ofleutinifS 
connected wi^ti* disease of the kidney ; but nothing more than this broad 
fact was adCertamed and no scientific elueidmion atiemj)fe<l. How 
stands the question now ? Christi^on, I believe was the ftr^t to show that 
in rensfi dropsies, the bio >d also becomes deprived of a portion ol its ai* 
bumen, and m these atfcctions there is a diminished si c'retion ol iiriin — 
the blood thus being deprived of" Its albumen becomes more fluid, Mud 
transudation, therefore, through theexhalents isaucoinplishod Wiili i,reat- 
er lat'ilit/. Bright in England, and Raybr in France, have coMtnlniud 
hugely 10 our knowledge on this liitereMing siibjettol renal disease. 
MajeMDib UriS proved : 1st. Th.it wlivii the blood U subjected to pressure 
iu Its vessels, flie watery part exhales through the walls; 2nd. That the 
injectiDu ol a certain qii mtity of water into Ihe veins causes an abutuiuii 
exhalation — a posiiite drty])^y ; 8»d< That absuibptlon is completely sus- 
pended by a fullness ol the vessels; I recaH these lacts to your leciMli.c- 
lion i«t*^ely to show the pfOgfesJ of our tfvtU limes/ and make more stri- 
king the coiiirasty between the origi/ial aiid present condition ol our sci- 
enc«-. But 1 have nearly strayed irohi the objeOt Of tliea'fc remarks, which 
was to remind you that diopsy, tisprcially the Jibdiuniiial type, is l^y no 
means a rare atfection iu early iiie. It seems, howeVer,' accoulinjr, to 
the observation of stferal recent wi Iters, among whom may be meii- 
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tioncd, Rtlt.ift nnd Rartiikz, tlirtt it i« vfpy S'»l(!oin a piTinnry rljj:- ji 
orilcr, Itt'iiijjf iiliiio-t Jilvviys tin* iMTfct of j)n'vif)us ()is<M-c. My oxtn (X- !' 
ijiMifncv si'-rnnU iMiiirf'v Willi lljis opinion; :mhI I'.o nnmiTon-s csisi'*, \\ 
\rliii-lf \v«* linvf l>"lore II- In tiii-* clinifjiu^ -.iit'qnire con TinMtory ol T. j^ 
0:1 • of ill.' iii«»-«l fiuiJlnl c m-is of.-; M-MM L'lr.isioi in iliildifn i-* irnfcMbli^ | 
to tlic vjni«»ii< I X Jiiilii nint'Mis (lis«:^Sl■^ — n-oit.' |)niii«iil;ii iy, |)iMli;ip«^ ij 
KMili'? frvfi, •'iyyi| (• sir, :iiul nl(•;^^^ll ««. Arr-jies. ili. !•, w li« ii Iciii (I *o i-x- |!* 
i-» win mo>t fnqin ni!y b ■ tc( f>;^iiisi il ns ilu*( iVrt oIxmiic morbid inliii- 
iiii'.-, Mini ii-diiiinT 5\s w.ll MS its i-oiiirol by r.'ni-Mli.il ■.iir<iUs will d "pi-nd 
Vi'iy ni'trli on iln^-nnliiri' of tin* nircjllons of wlii(rli i? is «hf r«'siilt. Tlii.s 
sprondarp diO|i«:y,sis it Ii;i*.Im»>*h U'liiifd, iii:»y jm-stMif il^idf iindfr oin* of 
two loini.< — Mcuu' SI' d «li oiiic, or juiivr find p>ls^i\^■. TiiO JoirntT is 
in«ir.- iVrqufiii, ni.nk«d by sympiniH o( iiill innnuiiosi, ;nnl usually su roin- 
piuiiod by |iv«r ; ilii* Imiut on iIm- coniiary, iis-mno lln* cbrotne 'vp<', 
and is niisitU'iidi'd with t. biib' .-yinpioms. Ol iIu'S • iwo (lrop>i»'s, ilii* 
roniicr is liir iiiort! di*siru< livi*. A iniiliiindi.' of <':in:<L'S Inivu bet'ii cif il 
by anllior^ }isrn| nblf ol t'ivmg risr to di(>p>i(!il i-H'n^ion — but olljito Hkc- 
QtricKKi. and Rodtkr wIio-i- it.si*jirc-lK*s bavi- iliiown Sf) iiincii ligiit on this 
sill j -fi, b IV'* »-n I'-a vorid to >'iow ibat every uliar.icter of serous etluMou 
ntay be explained us follows : 

E ilier iVoni an obstinetion in ilie venous clrcnlalion, or IVom a <iimln- 
islicil rpi ii.tity ol - lijiiin.-n in llie blood. Tliis division ciMtainly imparts 
a d gn e «)(* .••implifiiy lo ibc wliol* qn-srioii, :iiid liberates it iVom mneb 
ol the e»nbarr.»s>ment by wbicb it Isad pn-vioii-ly been snrioim(b-d. 
Willi iliis bypoibf>is, iliiMe is no difli<-nlry in saiislactorily explaining tbe 
sjrons exbalation, wliicli lollows tin* operaiion oleiilier ol llie.-^e eansi-s — 
lor Majendik lia> ])rovKl llie i ll- <'l of pies--tiie or cb.-f iiciicn in l be Ves- 
sels VIZ. Jlie eiin^ion of llie wall rv pari ol ibe blood — and wbeii llii^ fln- 
i(J loses Its' albimn*n il of eonrse becomes more si-rons, and tieiiee lln* j^rea- 
ler laeiliiy ol exiial.iiion, A maieiial point for considerailon in rt-fereiico 
lo ibe Md)jei:i ol dropsy is tbe panienlar trculmaU lo be pnrsiuci, and you 
j SCO bow j lainly ibis i> indit aird by liie division ol ibi- can?es to wbicli 
We ha V,' jnsi ailiidi il. lUil we >ball bave Ircfpu-iil occasion lo diM-u.*s 
I lis .*nbje« I when ^^)eakiny of llie inil. viiJual ease^, wliieli from lime to 
lim- will in- prts.'iitrd to yon at lliis iMiniqne. 

O.ipi:ois:cn o: the mor-scs for the last sJc months iti a fjirl 2D 
yea. s of a£a-Ii;tii. mil tent fever, has it any iiifluenco over tho 
mu2:st*ualfunot on? L)1mdoi:i A m.en. aged 110 y. a rs, nnniai-;ietl, liaS 
.'nll".-r<a ii(» II .-Mpp.ession ol b -r co.i.s.'.s f.).- lit ; l.ist six in.) itii-:. II.>»V 
were your uuns prcvion-^ to ine la>t six monilis, my ^ood i^irl ? Tliey 
were always r!gbi, Sir. Do you know wbat ean.-ed llu-m to .-lop on ytni .' 
No Si', except It w.is Ine lever anil a^ne I li).;k. \Viieii did yon hr>t 
iiavi liKi Ic-Vv-r and a^ii j ? J.i-l .-^ix moiiih^ a^o, Sn. H.iW do yoi kiK)W 
tiiat yon b i.l the W-v.-f and ai;iie } W'iiy, bir, I b id a eli.il. Wliai bad 
you besides llie cbill ? I ba I ii fjver, Sir, Any i in 11.4 c\so ? Yes S.r ; 
\Mii.ij liie kver wcni oil, I broke out i i a ])erspiraiioiJ. How oUeii did 
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yon linvcMlie chill, fever, niid perspiration? Every other day, Sir. Well my 
j(oo(l girl, ilipn* is no «l)til>r iir*.t ym h ivt* Ind the fever and ague ; you 
liuv.* '/w'W n viTV fjoorl tit'scription of it. and if it will '^rntHy yon to 
know \vli:u \v»* Doctors call it, I will t«*ll yon ; it h the tertian type. Thank 
yon, Sir; bnt 1 liav»» got it yet. Sir. VVtdl we will cnre yon of it. Have 
yon had yonr conrsns since yon Wfre first att;iclced with ihe chill ? No 
Sir; T Iind them only one day wIumi I cangUt the chill, and I have not 
seeMi any thing since. Tlii«, Gentlemen, is an irnp'iirtant case for you. 
What (?o yon snppose is the trne «*X|)lan:!iion of the menstrual Hnppress- 
ion in tiii-* girl, and wh it is the feature in the casc^ which is most worthy 
of yonriUtcution as pbysiciiuid? Tiie ftup^M»ia» tuiq«4«ti<i«»Wy is the 
resnlt of the ini|)rcssioii made on the system l>y the tertian fever. The 
latt<'r, thereforr, is the trne canse of this girPs trotfhie — and we can only 
hope to rt'stori* th>' inenstrnal function hy removing the canse, which has 
prodnced the distarhancv. Il yon wert* to address yoitr nMn-'dies mrendy 
to the ri'sinrafion ni tin* (iincfioii, yon wonll fiil in the accomplishment 
of yonr pn r[>o-«-, 'or the siniph^ reison th-U yon cannot convTt an effeoi 
Into a canse. l^finy of yon. wl^o live in lh«! South ant! ^Ve>t where Jn- 
t 'rmittiMit-* so ♦•xt«Mi"*ivf(y prcvtil will olttMi mcft with cases similar f<y 
the one before ns. T reg ird thi-* firm of (Vver as a v«.'ry common cause 
of m'Mi"5tiMi:il aberration, and th" Ptaefiiioner forgetting to eonnect cause 
and •■tr<-et ofrni fad-sin his remedies. Yon can rea li!y explain the oper- 
ation of this l.^fluence. Suppo-^e a worn m is menstrniting — diring the 
fiivv sliM i* attaclceil with intermilti'nt f^-ver — the rigor closes t!ie months 
of the j'xhaleuts on the ext«rnal surface of tiie uterus, and the function 
is arrested. As long as the paroxysms of the intermittent coiitinn^*, the 
samecan**' will be in operation, Jind conseqin*ntlv the suppression will 
be prolongt'd. Comnion sense, then, as well as Science clearly point out 
the eonrse to be pursued in tlie present instance. 

Treatment. I shall pay no attention \thatever to the suppression, but 
shall ortler a conrs« of treatment foY the purpose of breaking irp the ter- 
tian fever. L't me look at your tongue, my gooil girl ? Hifre,- Gentle- 
men, yon perceive the tongue is very much cojled, indicating a de- 
ranged <;ondiiion of the digestive organs. I shall or(ier the follo\^ing 
emetic : 

Hi Pulv. Ipecac, gr. xv ; 

Pulv. AntiuiOMiylis gr. ij. M. 
This powder to betikcn in half a le.i cuj) of warm water. After the 
emetic; has had Its full eilV-cl, a table spoonful of the followinji solution 
three times :i day : 

R. SMl;))iat Qnintp 31 '" 
Aciil Snip. (lihK."3) ; 
Afjiiac disijlhit §viij. i'^t. Sol. 
Ascites together with genera! anasarca in a boy, five years old, 
the eflfacts of scarlet fever. Micu.vki, Mcrpuy, aged five /ears, is la- 
X bouring under ascites and general anasarca, the effects of scarlet lever, 
H with \vhi..!i he was ait icked two mo-itlis since. Here* Genilenlen, Is an 
fcCwSasa**- . , - . •• ..,. -•■ .. ' . — ,, -rr . -B i Wi Wi Trry-Y . - ^j-^-ga— — --— 
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example ofjjeneral infi Itrniion oftlic crllnSnr tip«ne toprtlirr witli scrnns 
eflfiHioa in tli'3 nbdonlnjil cnvitjr. Ann«nrca is one of the onlinary re.«nlts 
of scnrlet fevrr, and j'oii will occnfmnnlly obporve, as is ilie case in llio 
present instance, thnt it will be complicutcd with peritoneal dropfy, nnd 
sometime?, too, with liydro-tliorix, or a collection of water in »bo cljest. 
Anasnrcons eflfusiuns may be local or general ; in t!ie case before ns, it 
is general, every portion of the cellnlar tis>>ue being more or less involved 
in the disease. This is rarely an idiopathic or primary affection — it iis 
almost always the result of some preyions mahuly, and, therefore, it is 
legitimately entitled to be termed secondary. Many Ijave siippo.sed that in 
all cases of anasarca, the result of scarlet fever, there co-existed Bhioht's 
diseasoof the kidney, and consequently albuminuria. This opinion, 
howevf>r, is not sustained by facts — and although there is sometimes a 
co-existence, yet it is now conceded that the connection is not a neces- 
sary one. There is no difficulty in apprecriating why anasarca nnd even 
dropsy of the cavities should so frequently follow Scarlatina and other 
eruptive affections. In these disease?, the skin, one of the most impor- 
tant emnnctories in the system, becomes seriously affected ; its function, 
perspiration, is for the time being arrested, and the consequence is an 
increased quantity of scrum io the blood, nnd at tlie same time an in- 
increased exhalation of watery particles through the walls.of the vessels. 
To give you some idea of the importance and nuigniiude of the perspi- 
ratory function, I might remind you that the fluid of perspiration passes 
through namerous glandulcSf which are distributed on the s-kin. It has 
been estimated by Mr. Wilson that over 3500 of these gUindulse are found 
in each square inch of surface on the palm of the hand ; each one is 
formed of a single tube measuring a quarter of an inch in length, so 
that in one square inch of integument on the palm of the hand, tlivre will 
be found a length of tube equal to more than eight hundred inches, cr 
seventy odd feet. Mr. Wilson further states that the average number 
of g/ant/ttto to a square inch in other portions of the body is 28C0 ; 
in a man of ordinary size there are, it is computed, about 2500 square 
inches — this will make the number of g/an'/u/^ or pores wren milUon-i 
The skin, therefore, must be considered in no other light than that of a 
most important portion of the economy — and its function cannot be sus- 
pended for any length of time without necessarily producing more or less 
disturbed action. The patient before us is now suffering from the inter- 
ruption of this function, which has resulted in an extraordinary exhala- 
tion of serum. 

Treatment, In all cases of dropsy or anasarca, before attempting any 
medication, the first points of enquiry should be, is the affection primary 
or secondary — is it acute or chronic, and finally what is the nature of the 
disease, which has precedetl the effusion? These ar(j cardinal questions, 
and no judicious treatment can be instituted until they are properly dis- 
posed of. In looking at thischild, it is very evident that he is labouring 
under acute or inflammatory dropsy, the sequela of scarlet fever. He 
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has n lull, hard, piil.S(^, inmrli febril(» (•xcitenT'nt, nnd prc.«(»nt'« i)\\ ih«» ovi- 
(It'iircsora vi^nrnns con-slitmi'in. Tlii-* i.-. ili<' viM-y <*«"*i' for t!if prompt 
cujiJovmeni of iIh? {niiiplilo^i-iii; iimu (li''."*. I .^IimII. iltfirlorc, ordiTilu* 
loss of blood, if iVoiii ili'i arm, §iv, if by bM'(?'i«'.«» let (<Mir bo applied 
nronnd the anas wliiidi, niubM- firciim^tanor." like tlpse, i? n ])oint of 
'VJibu* for llie ab-strMolion ol'bloid. Sliond I direct ojhj of yoa to blet-d 
ilii-! child from tlie arm, yoii u'o"dd fiiil in r-arrying out iuy direciioii — 
and wliy? Sim[»ly l)ecaa«e ol" tlio .xei'ssive aiiassncoiK liiiiiflaeiioii it 
.would be imf)0.->ibU' to find a v<*in. But Jin* p5iii{iii nqnin-s lo be bled, 
aiul, lli'Telore, your n-lianci' mnst be npon leecfic^. '\Ai^i apjilieaiion of 
the b'eelies mny be ropoatrd «ho'pld if be neoepsnry — but as ?o ihis neres-ity 
a Foand jndgemi'nl mnst alw.iys bt^ exi-reised. Ri'm^^ndier wbMt I have 
often lold yon tliai yonnjr p xtients, as a general prineipl •, xu-stain ioxxes 
of blood badly ^ n\\i\ ln*iiei' lln' j^reaier neee:?si«y for ji jn>t disciiniinaiion. 
Tbi' pulijoint'd powder sljonld bu' administered with u view lo a Iree ac- 
tion on ilie bowc'ici : 

R. Stibmnr Uyeirnrir. gr. iv; 

Pidv. Jalapae jir. vi. 

Pnlv. Aniimonial. j^r. 1-4. M. 

Foilowed in sis hours by iliis (hanj^bi : 

U. Si»! pilar. M igte'sioB §3S ; 
Inlns. Senna; §ij ; 
Tineif J:iliipa; 5'- •^'^• 
I Dinreties are most cogently inilieaied in these cnses, nnd for llie pniient 
before ns there i>', per.h.tps, no more snilablc combinaiioii liian Digitalis 

and Nit rut. Pot as. if : 

R. Nirrat. PotJisscp ^iss; 
Tinei. D.^irnlis 3.1 \ 
Aqnib di.-iillaf. §ij. M. 

After the bowels have been Freely ev;i<-naled, a table spoonfnl every fix 
hoars according to cirenmsiance>. Yon are aware that D jjritalis wiH 
occasionally be alten<led wiib iiijaiirai-* etft cts. ■ In its administj-alionj 
therefore, caution is to be observed. A w:n-m-'b;ith daily would prove 
highly eflicacious in promoting an action upon the ^kin. Tlie child to 
be kept npon spare diet. 

V Ascites in a boy, 3 years old, frcm protracted Dysentery. Ar- 
thur JoNKS, aged 3 yejMv, is airec'.«'d with perltonesil dropsy. How lonjj, 

! Madam, has your child had this swelling of its ubd nn mi r Abunt two 
we^-ks, Sir. Winit was ihcj Mate of its heallh belore ilie swt-'hng com • 
mmced .' It was sick, Sir, four week? wlih the Dysenteiy. Hf>w do you 
know it had the Dyseiiteiy, my goo<l woman .' Wliy, Sir, it nse»l to pass 
blood, and it was^^always siraining. Sir. That is a good definition of 
Dysentery. How was its health previous to ih u limi.' ? It was good; 
Sir; it was always a hciilthy child. D >. s ir pass bl^od now, M wbini ? 
Oh ! no Sir; it has not |)assi(l any for the last three we* ks. In this child; 
Gentlemen, you have an example rd' a-^cite.--, the results of a drain on the 
syjrtem, constituting one of those forms of dropsy of which Bkcqlrrkl 
and RoDiER have spoken viz : — an tHu.-ion following ihe loss of albunitn 
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in the blood. [Here llie little patient was jjlitced on tin*, bed, and th^ 
Professor proceeded to cxBrniiie tlie abdomen.] You perceive that t4ie 
abdotiien of this child is extremely distended ; and you can readily iin<- 
derstand why it la^urs undier oppressed breathing, the oppression being 
greater in the recunnbant ppsttire — it is because of the pressure of the fli^- 
id in the abdomen afni,n.«t .the diaphragm, thus curtailing the capacity of 
the thorax, and consequently interfering with the healthy play of t^e 
•lungs. You perceive^ w-^en I percuss the upper portion of the abdomen .a 
sound of resonance ; whilst, on the contrary, in the lower portion the 
souiid emitted is dull and flat. This must not mislead you. Above, xiie in- 
testines more or (less filled with Qatus float on the surface of the fi,uidi and 
■hence .the resonance. Below, the dull sound i.s emitred becag^e I per* 
cuss simply the acu^imulated 11 u id. With one hand nhiced on the .^ide 
of the abdomen {in ^his manner) and striking the opposite p.9Jnt thus, 
with the other -linnd I distinctly feel the wave of fluid. Vqiu xnust not 
focget that it is very usual for young children to have an eplarged abdo- 
men in no way connected with dropsy; and sometii^^^ .a distended 
4>ladder mavibe mistaken by a careless Practitioner f9r;as.oijtc^. 

treatment. This little patient is antL'mic — it is su^ierinj; from the loss 
.9t albumen. The indication \a to bnild up the delapi^ated system, and 
repair the wa5te which the bloo<i haft i>u:ftain**d. ii>,r.ijiroration, therefore, 
lis the great object. For^Ftiiis fnirposi', I shall iv(M;i».H>eiid in the first place 
tt-2 graiti of QiiiniuH three times a day inixed with sugar — u generous 
diet consi^jtfin;; principally of animal broth*^^hiivtion# logtriher with pres- 
sure on the abdomen — the frictions bcin^ made with eriual parts of 
■Tincture of squills and digitalis^ — the latter \vill n^t promptly on the renal 
secretion; the former, compres!«low., wlW tend to promote absorption. 
'•The God liver oil, if it agree with the :<toiMa,cli, is an admirable remedy in 
this form of dropsy. 

Ohlorosia in a girl, 20 y«an of age, with irregular menstruation. 
Susan M. , aged 20 years, unmarried, whose case was reported in tl^ 
Lancet for November, reports jlierseJf very ^nuch impioved in heai;rf), 
and says her menstrual periods are now qfiite regular. YouwiM n^t 
have forjisotten this case, Gei3.t>ri^e,n. I an)- ^ure you rer]n,einji>er >1 yfi)l\ 
interest. She now bears a ver^ different aspect from whn> fhe did when 
she first presented herself J>c.re. I' am very pvueh obiige^' to yon, Sir, for 
what you have done. Quite welcome, my good' girf ^ tajie g^re p/ your- 
I self, and if you should ret^nire medical uttcndai^,(;eagain, we sliall always 
be happy to relieve yon. 

EzceBBive pain in ^f0 ^^eru^i every tiffip t^e cjl^ild is put to the 
breast, in a married wom^, Z^ VfiHX^ o^fS®.* ^^f^- H., aged 23 year.*, 
married, the mother ojue C!>>ild. three wee,bs ol,d. coniplaini of great dis- 
tress in her womb ,\yhe^^,eyer sh^ ^illo.ws her infant to nurse. How long 
have yon been married, Mud a in ? About eighteen months, Sir. Wiks 
your health good before your marriage.' Yes, Sir; I was iilws»ysa Ueai>k»y 
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woman. fl«« it be««n food since your marriage? Always Sir; I have 
not had a ^tay'^s sickness. Did you ever suffer from pain in your womU 
before tfte birth of your child ? Never, Sir. When do yon feel this pain 
of which yon speak ? Only Sir,, when my babe takes the breast-«and 
then I suffer dreadfully in the lower part of my stomach. Does the pain 
leave yon when the child finishes nursing ? Always Sir. Is the pain as 
severe now as it was soon after the birth of your infant ? No Sir; but 
it troubles me a good dtsalyet. What, Gentlemen, do yon make of this 
case ? It is one of more thon usual interest ; and when you meet with it 
in practice, it will serve you greatly if you should understand how to 
manage it. This you can only hope to do by first comprehending its full 
meaning. Pam irt the uterus is oftentimes the result of disease in that 
organ ; but it is also occasionally the effect of an influence transmitted 
from a remote portion of the system. You might infer merely from the 
statement of this patient that she is labouring under some local affection 
4»f the uterus, and the pain of which she complains might be referred by 
you (to this cause. But you are not to judge either of the existence or the 
^ea.8iure of disease from the declarations of your patient; yon are to 
ifo r 01 y^ur opinion from the evidence, which will be presented to your 
senses. In order that there should exist no possible doubt on the subject, 
I have examined this woman per vagtnam, and find her uterus perfectly 
healthyj nor is there anything in the adjacent organs to account for the 
pain. What then produces her suffering ? It is explained altogether 
.upon the principle ofr^ex action. The traction of the child's mouth on 
the nipple excites an action in the spinal nerves, which is immediately 
transmitted to the mediUla spinalis, and this latter becoming the seat of 
irritation imparts to the nerves of the uterus an influence, which indu- 
ces contraction of this organ, and consequently pain. But yon may ask, 
do aU nursing women complain of this pain ? By no means — some nev- 
er experience the slightest inconvenience ; whilst others, on the contrary, 
of a sensitive nature suffer for some time after birth much annoyance. 
The (best remedy is jva^tence; as the breast becomes accustomed to the 
child's mouth, the irritation gradually diminishes, and in a short time the 
uneasiness about the uterus, whic<i^ is but an effect of the mammary irri- 
tation^ will subside. 

[In addition to the above, ther« ^was a great vasiety of interesting 
^af^es introduced at this Clinique.) 
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^xt ||p|||.--leiJi5rlis BR fttbertttlar lleKittfiitis. 

9r. Nelson. 

Dear Sir::— In the Ootctber Number of the Lanckt, filr. Qltas, of Oliio, 
replie^j and as 1 conceive conclusively, to some strictures on a former ar- 
xUiie of his in which he had recommended the Iodide of Potasstuni in the 
•treatment of Tubercular Meningitis; 

That Dr. Maothbws should consider small doses of that alterative of 
'doubtful efficacy in so grave a disease as inflammation of the envelopes 
of the brain, is not to be \¥6ndered at, when we consider that most au- 
thors have recommended the most tictMre antiphlogistic remedies to be 
freely and perservingly used. With deep revereiice for the great lights 
of the Profession, I aiKy be allowed to express the opinion ta*t the caust 
of tubercular infl^^aimMtioi in th^ cranium, as wall as in otiier parts of 
the system, has been tod frequently overlooked) and that, consequently, 
the treatmeitc has not always been pi^edicated updn rational principles, 
or proved as successful as it is to be de»ireH. 'Vimtiubircular deposition, 
in any ptttl of the system, always ocour at points where several small 
tymphattb vessels come together to form a large tttbe^ will, doubtless, be 
iidmitted by all ; but the significance of this (act may not be perceived. 
Without attetiipting to ;iro«e, at the present time, that such is the fact, I 
will at once proceed to say that as the lymphatics, become obstructed by 
this deposition^ other panicles of matter within their contained liquid, 
are also shopped from being carried further, and thus the bulk ef the de- 
posit is increased, and it tliay arrive to such a size that its pressure will 
induce inflanlmation of the surrounding tissues, or i( may rdHiain for 
months or years in a quies<ient state, And the patient) altliougli tcrofuLou^t 
does not sudtsr from infiantmation. 

When any solid foreign substance is lodged iu any })art of the system, 
the natural tendency of the vital organism, is either to take on such 
increased action as shall lead to the secretion of ii fluid acrid iri its nature 
that may soften the solid -body and thus allow of its being thrown out, 
paMicle by particle, front the system ; or the substance secreted forms an 
enveloping rtlembrane, designed to protect tlie surrounding tissues from 
any injury that might occiir from the immediate contact of the foreign 
body; Tuberculous depositions form no exceptions to these rules, and 
they may remain in the coverings of the brain, in the solid bony struct- 
ure, in the substance of the Itings, or in any other part of the system, 
for years, without producing so much irritation as to cause active in- 
I I liammation. There can be no doubt that by some slight increase in the 
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activity of the nbfforbents and exhalentA these depo^iteA mny be first 
grndually softened, tiien taken up parttole by particle, and entirely re- 
moved, 90 tliat the 9trnctnre that did contain a large uin'ount of tubercu- 
lar deposit does so no longer, and the tubercular diathevis is 9aid to be 
removed. 

Those remedies that will quietly and gently promote this increased ac- 
tivity are styled Alteratives l and tiie Iodide of Potassium appears Justly 
entitled to a place in the first rank of these reniedie«. That small do^es 
of the mercurial preparations, blood-letting, purgaives, or any Other 
remedy whi6h increasjss the functionu[ activity o f the abs6rbents or 
exhalents; f)roduce a ^i^liar change or alttrbiifyh^ ca^uiof be doubted; 
nnd tha(«o^eoK''iliein will also tend to Itss'tii the action of the part when 
the irritatioi/ (livs proceeded soiar as to produce active Inflamiliation, is 
also tri^e \ therefore, the treatment recommended by authors for the cure 
uT iu berets la r meningitis, very properly consists of antiphlogistics alone 
as well as combined with alterativ«»s. 

Dr. Watsoji says truly that '*grand predisposing cause of acute hydro- 
cephalous is certainly the scrofulous diathesis ;** but how lie can reconcile 
that remark with the assertion that **the disease is essentialy inflamma- 
tory** I cannot understand. If a splinter of wood should be thrust under 
the flesh of the finger, and remain until severe inflammation should oc- 
cur, I am of the opinion that any Physician, while he used all proper 
means to subdue the inflammatory excitement would also take measures 
to remove the cause of that inflammation ; and he even might be led to 
suppose the inflammation woftlU subside without trea;ment on the re- 
moval of the splinter. If an e:^aHfiffation should be made of such a fin- 
ger, **the appearance on dissection woc^ld be such as tnfiammatiorf pro- 
duces," but the /irtme cause of that inflaififfiation would also be discov- 
ered. With a careful mental ^^aminationHhe cause of the inflammation' 
referred to will result, I am conflt'ent, in the discovery that the ta- 
berenlar deposit was the cause of the inflammation of the cofvef^ngs of 
the brain; and in order to remove them with safety, it is necessary to' 
make use of the alterative in such smalt doses as that the remedy shall 
not increase the already present.fnflamniatidn. It is Veil knowh' that 
calomel, in small doses, will increase the functional activity of the gland- 
ular system, and as this increased activity leads, of course, to an increase 
in the amount of the peculiar fluid secreted by the gland, calomel is look-* 
ed upon as one of the most powerful alteratives known. But, unfortunate- 
ly, it is equally true, that frequelftly the excitement produced by calomel 
do«*s not Slop short of actual inifitiilinatiOn, and the remedy becomes a 
poi.'unous in place of a curative dgent. The same, although to a less ex- 
tent, is also true of Iodide dfPduissiiitti ; and the Physician will often- 
times manifest great skill ai^d careful discrimination by graduating its 
'dost* down so as to proddb'e i'h'e nctio'n desired, and yet not risk producing 
so much excitation as to b'tiiiie actdal ahd pernicious inflammation. 

That tubercular disposilltfiis ttfe drt^^ltimes removed from the human 
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systeini -should be an incentive (o' hoperi]l;>btit cautions experiments nnd 
carefi/I observation on tUe part o'f Che Profession. While an opinion pre- 
vailed that nil tubercular diseases are occaiiionally fatal in their nature, 
the efiorts of the Profession were paralysed, and the fearful results of 
their inactivity strongly tendedf .to' coniirnii the truthfulness of thiit opin* 
ion, but sinctt that idaa is becoming removed, it behoves the Pro* 
fession to re-inVestis;ato the nVatter, with the hope that much good must 
result to huVhnnity. 

Truly ^Ikurs, 

C. 11. Cmaviland, M. D. 
Seneca Fails, New York, deceralber i^S, 
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Stf. |||i|.--lieitt3jfci 0tt giaposij. 

DocT. NEUo.t: 

Dear Sir; — Sh'o'illd you deem pdi^seiif*^ of sufficient merit' the remarks 
contained in ihe accompanying mafihsfeript, to entitle them to claim a 
place in the L'Xi^cet, their insertion 'iH Hi pages will gratify the Writer, 
whose object shall be accomplisUe^l if their perusal suffice to induce 
some of the t^eilical fraternity topoft^!^^ Mi the importance of the subject 
^hey treat. 

With rrt^ctt re*pfffct, 

Tbnnksbss. 

New York; fcfecember, 1853. 

"Be sure you're right then go khea^l;"— Davy Crockett. 

Whilst reflecung upon the erudite pro'di^^ibns of some of the brilliant 
Luminaries of the medical Profession we 'have been forcibly impressed 
with the idea that much more general pdbtt might be accomplished by 
practical dissertations than by the prdfoi<dd researches necessary to 
startle the scientiiis world witli learned Treatises on the practibility of 
introdubing instruments through the Fallo|)ian tubes f^er vaginam tt Wfr- 
Mfn^ fdr the purpose of breaking doWn dvarian tumours. 

To nb vocation in life does ih'e adage of tHe eccentric Congressman ami 
immoi-tnt hunter apply with more pecdlielr fitness than to the l^raciice of 
Medicine: 

We propose a lew relieciions on the inlportanue of a correct diagnosis. 
•^By the term Diagnosis we understand; its its derivation import<<, such 
a kndwiedge of an object a^ is obtained frdnl an accurate and compre- 
hensive percet)tion of its d(fr«3rent relatiotis. In Medicine it signifies the 
discrimination of the nature of diseases nc^t only as respects iheir classifi- 
cation according to the most approved nosology, in which limited and im- 
perfect sense the word is generally employed^ but an acquaintance with 
them so intirf^ate as to mark theiff, in the ditersity and pt'ciilinriiy of their 
characters; ^s indipiduaii. 
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The importance of a correct diajj^nosis is founded oA the fact that ^s- 
ca«^es are various ana diversifled in cheir natures, as much so as ha^ah 
countenances or human characters. Among the if^iilionsof the fdrdiei- 
whicb srnile and fro^n, no two are equally alike. T&e general onilihe 
bfthe face may correspond, but a complete and perfe6t ffdcordance in all 
the features which characterise the ^human face diWife'* i* never seeh: 
A tyro in the art of painting may draw an outline, and a cWrrett one tbo, 
of a human countenance, but unless his scrutiny be piishect t>ej^ond this; 
unless it scan, the dimple or the furrows and the thoiisahrl dther fhihtittsb 
of Natures masier-piebe, which to anjr other than id a iimher*s eye K** 
unmeaning and undhserVed, — his portrait shali aKsker to a Irfrhdrea 
face.*. 

An admirer simply df a iQower gardeH liiay conieitt liis curiosity with 
knowing that the dedicate plant wUi6U he holds in his fingers, whose fra- 
grance he inhales and whose beauty he stirveys with delight is a rose; 
uut an accomplished botanist Woiiid not rest satisfied with such a des- 
'cription. Hdving Mi-lied its clsiss; tlie disciple of tiiMjBUS would neit Ut^ 
quire to what order of this class U beloagi«, and then protraeiing his inres- 
tif;ations further and rnriher, through subdivision after subdivision, 
would ultimately arrive at such a knowledge of the object as might c^Uie 
It to be regarded almost as an individuqj, NoW What such investigatib'ns 
6'f faces and fiowers are in the art of Painting dt the Science of Botany, 
such is the diagnosis of disease in medicine. A few illustrations for (he 
further elucidation of our Subject may not be ottt of place : A patient 
complains of cough. Now the causes of cough are manifold. Often it 
is merely sympathetic ; sometimes an indication df severe bronchial, pul- 
monary or pleural inflammation ; or it may exist irfdependently and in the 
absence of these conditions, bein^ as it often is, the result of pressure frotM 
the uscendmg and !»ravid uterus of a pregnant female, or the consequend(< 
of intestinal irrhationj such as that to which children are subject froril 
i^orms. ' How painful would be the result of that treatment arising froitt 
ti mistaken diagnosis in the case of acute laryngitis — if instead of the ap- 
propriate remedies administered, the patient should be treated for worms! 
•Or, in the case of an adulr, cough may be the result of hepatic disease.-^ 
What must be the effects of that empiricism whit'h, satisfied with the 
lacts that there is cougli, emaciation and pain in the chest, shall pre- 
sbribe ior phthisis pulmonalis or, in the converse, shall subject the patient 
sbfFering from strumous diathesis, to a mercurial cotitrse of treatment. 
Yet how often do professed medical men prescribe upon a basis quite as 
slender as that of the existence of the simple symptom cough. Again a 
patient presents himself wiilua swelling on some part of the body ; the 
empiric pronounces it a lurnour andj satisfied with this imperfect diag- 
nosis, he hastily refers to the advice of surgeons who recommt^nd the ex- 
tirpation of all tUmours ; or, if unacquainted with the promulgation oif 
' this idea, his lovo ot eelat is a suffioient stimulus id action and heimme- 
9 'diuiely thrusts irilo an aneurism the fatal history. The Doctor determines 
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it to be a case of meaAle?, and this conclusion may have been arrived at 
before feeing the patient — and if so only wails to have his premature op- 
inion corroborate<U when having satisfied himself ap to the character 
(specific) of the disease he proeeed?».to administer the empiric remedies 
.which,, too peradventnre, he had nl5»o conclnded to use prioi to his first 
visit, without further investijEration. It matters not to him whether the 
cerebrum, the thoracic or ab<iominal viscera, being involved have become 
the seat of acute inflammation— he ilcnows not, he cares not, but this he 
does know — something is expected and snmethini; must be done, \^heth- 
er that something or something else is necpspnry or unnecfssary— co run* 
ning over the various remedies recommended by writers, and old wo- 
men, as the case may be — for the aff»»ction under consideration, he com- 
mences at the beginning of the catalogue and goes through, if the patient 
should thus long survive; and should he ultimately recover he placidly 
sniootbes his chin and says **eureka ! eureka ! !'* (it may be sheep saffron) 
but muses he, that sort of treatment would not be suited to scarlatina. No ! 
No ! TTint is another .disease — ajirl should the next case treated in this 
way ter.minate, n^ might be expected fatally, it is supposed to have been 
sea rletff'ver or some other disease — unless he is persuaded to believe 
that he did not see the p;«tientin lime to put him through the regular 
course. For he as tenaciously holds to that mode of treatment which has 
once been successful, und»»r whatsoever circumstances — so that it is the 
same disease, bv name, in whicli it had previously been administered as 
he does to the old but d'^ceptive apothegm **what cured once will cure 
again," unless by continued failure he is forced to abandon his supposed 
specifics— when he at once, with characteristic impulse, forever es- 
chews as eminently injurious, the whole list, or the part to which he im- 
putes the mischief, which may mclude some of the most, valuable reme- | 
dies of the materia medicn. It is the want of an ability to diagnose the 
true sent and character of disease that has led so many persons to name 
and treat dropsy as a disease— which practice it is needless to say will 
ever prove not only disastrous to the patient but also disreputable to the 
physician who is guilty of such empiricism — it is the necessity of a correct 
diagnosis that renders so pernicious the effects of nostrums and quacks 
when summoned to the sick chamber; the physician has not discharged 
bis duty, he has not properly diagnosed the case although he may have 
correctly determined the peculiar or specific type of the disease with 
.which his patient it affected — should he stop there. He is an impostor j 
and.rharletan who will never, unless by accident, successfidly treat dis- j 
ease ; and he is a burlesque upon the noble Art of Healing who would 
.prescribe astringents for menorrhagia, chalybeates or vegetable tonics for 
atnenorrhoea, nervines and opiates for dysmenorrhcea, bi-carbonate of so- 
.da.for diseased kidney, etc. To ensure a proper and scientific — we need 
.scarcely add successful — course of treatment the physician must extend 
inquiries farther, not content to know that scarlet fever or measles i^ the 
.disease, he will seek for a discovery of complications. He will famiiJ^ifize 
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himself with the minutid! of the case, Hndeavariiig to obtain aktiowLedge 
of thc'previous history of liiii patient and he vrfU discotver idiosyncrasies 
which may be unsuspected by the casual .pt £^periicia4 obsejrver ; and 
their perception may prove to be of high value %nd oftc;#ti/^e; essential to 
the arrival of a c4bar diagnosis. 

AiT.istaken diagnosis often gives rise to acei^lents ej^cee^ingly ludi* 
crous as well as lugubrious. We call to mind' the relation of a circnm* 
stnnce which is said to haye occurred in the far Westj A .certain Rever- 
end Doctor, eccletiasticu^ medicusque, (for in the W^st it is not uncommon 
to find the two cnllings of xUe Church and Lancet, together with divers 
other vocations of u less erudite and imposing character^ united in one 
and the $nme individual,) oo being summoned iooll^ciate as an accouch- 
eur made an examination p^^ vaginam. His searching eye detected a tu- 
mour, and fond oi eclat, as- .(^uacks generally 9,r<e) he is j,iiiwilling to let 
escape so favourable an opportunity fpr displ'iiying his Surgical skill, and 
forthwith resolves on extirpa49,n. This he at .first au^inpts to accompli;ih 
by means of ligature, but tha<c tliri|^)p^, ho rc^prts to the knife. The la- 
bour terminates so quickly after thc.pperRiti^n, during Svliich, the mater- 
nal organs were so severely la,ceruA:(.*d nnd i,nc;ised as to cause the fatal 
syncope which ensued— that'^e |i^ no leisure for a minute examination 
of the excised tumour, when tp^l? jitter cpnsternation and professional 
discomfiture the mntilatfd and jMQOta(y^nn,tes of the child — which was the 
presenting part — revealed to him and his astonished assistants the effects 
of his ill-directed nnd ignorant te.merity, which resulted in the complete 
castration of the child. We h^yje ff)^<?re tban once heard of acooucbenrs 
for hours endeavouring to encOji^,rage ,the patient while promising to the 
anxious husband a fine heir^ after ^V^rious means have been inelTectnally 
used to dilate tl>e Os Tincse, a^dfte^ore counsel, which has been reluct- 
antly summoned, has arrived*, t^e delivery is accomplished during one of 
the obedient efforts of the pat^e^iX to bear down — not via \Ueri — but via 
ant, from which un-expfored Qri£ce there escapes an abundant discharge 
of gaseous nnd fecnl mutter, during which momentous period the horror- 
stricken and disconserted'dbcitQr makes a speedy exir, leaving behind for- 
ceps and belladonna, the unmi^a-kable evidences of his immortal though 
damning exploit! 

We might refer to many ,pf .tjbo^c lamentable Instances alas ! of two fre- 
quent occurrence and of ^0|nseq.vie,rv(^es too awful to be made the subject 
of levity, where a mistakeji diagno]^ has proved not only injurious to the 
physical condition of the vY're^c;he/^ patient, but where, too, that mojJi sa- 
cred boon and oftentimes only legacy, of the fragile but innocent and vir- 
tuous female is bereft, a n<|l a d:in;i^ng blight cast upon her fair name 
which neither the prayerful tears ,9,r^ widowed mother, nor the wrathful 
grief of a loving brother, nor even ,i|I^e ibright dew dropsof Heaven distilled 
upon the deeply injured aij^d bro^e^i heartt'd victim's grave can wash 
away. We deem unneccssviry the fyrther exhibition pf Illustrations to 
explain the meaning as AiiM-deratpq^ ifY lUSt and the absolute necessity for 




•^r*-^^-*r- 



■*— 



» 



X864.] 



ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 



188 



the physician to male's a correct diagnosis in the treatment of disease. In 
the cliniques, in the Hospitals, and in private practice, do we daily ob- 
serve the importance of a nice discrimination to the successful combatting 
of disease and the establishment of a permanent and deserved reputation. 
To the practice of medicine truthfully may be applied the old and famil- 
iar adage **A good start is half the battle." If a correct diagnosis be 
made there will generally be little difficulty in bringing to a favourable 
termination a case in which such an issue can possibly be brought about 
by remedial agents. But, on the other hand, an incorrect diagnosis hav- 
ing been made, all elfort to relieve the unfortunate sick who have con- 
fided to the beloved Physician's skill their lives — will in all probability not 
only be futile, but prove alike disreputable to the Physician and dele- 
terious to the patient. Here, the disease being unknown or imperfectly 
diagnosed, the most varied assortment, purest and potent drugs of the 
Materia Medica, the most approved and costly instrument, the most ex- 
tensive paraphernalia will avail nothing — aye ! worse, the very things in- 
tended for the relief of the sufferer shall by interfering with the health- 
ful restorative efforts of nature baffle her wise exertions and thus prove 
the very implements of destruction. There is scarcely a disease to which 
human flesh is heir in which the importance of a correct diagnosis does 
not obtain. It is of equal importance to the successful practice of Sur- 
gery, Medicine, Obstetrics and Dentistry. It does not suffice to know 
that a patient is suffering from the tooih-ache to successfully treat even 
this generally esteemed trivial but painful affection. The intelligent and 
philosophic Physician will always seek the cause— In no other way can 
be more certainly and confidently establish a diagnosis. 

We are aware of the difRculty frequently encountered in obtaining 
an intimate and thorough knowledge of the disease, and are ready to 
make due allowance for the fallibility of human judgement. The most 
skillful and experienced veterans — the brightest stars that adorn the gal- 
laxy of our professional firmament candidly acknowledge their liability to 
error of judgement or unwilling mistakes ; but nevertheless we are firmly 
persuaded that they too often originated in censurable carelessness or in- 
excusable ignorance, indolence or inattention, and sometimes in a false 
stnse of delicacy, this latter obtains particularly in regard to afifections of 
the genito-urinary organs especially where timorous females are the pa- 
tients. There are various conditions to which they are liable which ren- 
ders it necessary for them to submit to the most searching and minute 
examination before correct conclusions may be reached. An ability to 
diagnose disease is as necessary and indispensable an attribute of the 
accomplished and skillful Physician as is an intimate acquaintance of 
Mathematics to the engineer. And who is there doubts the paramount 
importance of the former .^ Without this qualifioation no one wo con- 
ceive can faithfully or conscientiously discharge the responsibilities de- 
volving on the Practitioner of Medicine^ It is a sacred trust reposed in 
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the Physcian by the helpless and confident sick to which he should nev- 
ver prove recreant. Though he wear the hard earned laurels of many 
lolli^ome rides or nights of intenese and anxious vigilance — or years ofpro- 
found and increasing study. Physicians, not unfrequently, we appre- 
hend, nft«^r having reached the acme of their ambition and pecuniary 
hopes, afrer having established a brilliant and sure reputation^ become 
too careless in regard to the litile minutiae which often make up the 
giound-wnrk for proper treatment. It is the inability to diagnose diseases 
that has driven so many to empiricism in the pfJlctice of Medicine. It 
is this which lia^:?, in onr humble opinion, occasioned resort to various 
fystems that have, in all ages of the world, sprung into existence like the 
worthless mushroom — but jmrlicidarly during the last century. We 
need not go back to antiquity for examples among Astrologers, Magi- 
cians, etc., or trace the Theories of humoralists, soladists, etc., while our 
own prolific i\go is replete with such shameful systems as infest and 
disgrace our country, among which might be enumerated Hydropathy, 
H on.occpathy, and other paihies, and schisms of the day, which we doubt 
not are the legiiiniiite otlspiings of that indolent and stupid ignorance 
which learns not the art of diagnosing diseases. We feel that we cannot 
apply too harsh or burning epithets to the insensate scoundrel who will ig- 
noratitly and willfully tamper with the life of his fellows with such wick- 
ed ind unreasonable empiricism as well known to be j)ractice I. 

To arrive at a correct diagnosis loo much importance is not likely to 
be attached or *oo much attention bestowed on a scientific examination 
of the various secretions — particularly should the urine, the sweat, the 
faRces, and the sputa receive a careful inspection — nor should the char- 
acter of the tongue, the pulse, the eye, the skin, the general appearance 
oCthe physiognomy, etc., be neglected. These various indexes of the sys- 
tem demand the attentive study of the Physician and their careful con- 
sideration will greatly facilitate the progress of diagnosis, and should sel- 
dom be overlooked — particularly when the case is shrouded in obscurity. 



frt. ||:,--^em0)jal of m tkxm %mam. 

Bv James Magoffin, M. D. , of Mercek, Pennsylvania. 

I was requested by Dr. W. Wood, of Pulaski, 14 miles from Mercer, to 
visit with him a Mrs. D., who, he informed me, had suffered from occa. 
sional flooding for the past two years — 1848-9. She was very much 
prostrated, and could with difficulty leave her bed. On examination per 
vaginam, I discovered a hard tumour, the size of a man's fist, presenting 
about two inches froyn the O.s externum and surrounded by a dilated Og 
uteri. I suggested to the D.^ctor that the tumour ought to be removed, 
and that without delay as the patient was evidently sinking; I also stat- 
ed that the most proper (node of removing it would be to twist it slowly. 



'^'^' 



1854.] 



ORIGINAL DEPARTiMENT 



190 1 



To these suggestions he nssentetl. I grasped tho tumour, and commenced 
twisting it, this wus nften(1»Ml wiih •'<verp pnin to iho pniient, but per- 
severing, in less iliiui ifiii;y nucmtcs ilu^ imijonr w nli all its attachments 
was torn from the uteru?. '1 he vngiua was tlien plugged up, and tonics 
and quietude ordered* Six? reoov« re<l in a short time ; and a few days 
j-ince I saw her in the enjoyment of excelent health nursing a fine hoy. 



^rt. If I.-«lrc lirst (!a$i in Itibtoiftrn. 

Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Sir : — In renewing my subscription for your vnluable Lancet I 
take the liberty to send you a condonsfHl account, (taken from memory) 
of my "first case" in Midwifery^ whicli you will dispose of" as you may 
think best. The case having b^en cotnphcated with- convuUionP, it made 
a strong impression upon my niind at the dmej and T hn.\e rt^ad, with 
much intere«;t, tlie articlfs rtlating tr) the subject, published in tho Lan- 
cet the past year. 

Case. — Mr?. K. , aged 21, short, rouM(i featured nnt? nervous tem- 
perament, and pregnant with her first child, retired to re*?! ort the evening 
of the 17th of Feb., 18-31 in ihe enjoym.MU of li-.-r u-^u il h.':vli!i. About 2 
o'clock next morning s!i3 was aroused by (;o:n'n;Mici'i<»- la!)our pain^. 
About five o'clock she complained of.-om;? giddiness ainl ilial she ccuUl 
not see well though s!ie appeand qniie rational. 

At 8 1-2 o'clock she was seized with a convnl.-ion and I was ?ent for 
an«l arrives! half an hour after and found her insonsll)le, face slightly 
llusiied, pnl-=e quick and compressible. I immediately y)roceeiled to 
open a vein but the blood II iwed' slowly. Dr. Tyler, a neighbouring 
Physician, having Arrived it was thought best to open a vein in the othe'r 
arm, and from both 23 oumgc?3 of blood were.* ab-itracted. On examina- 
tion, ;?cr ©agmarn, it was tbuud that labour had fairly commenced, but 
the neck of the womb appeared to be rather tender :\nd irritable. The 
convulsions continuetl to recur at intorViIs of 1 to 2 1-2 hoi^rs during the 
day an I were very severe being (if an e|>ilepric character. 

Various antisp\s n^dics W;rn tried with but little 'Apparent benefit. — 
During t!ie afternoou f propj-cil miu^' ili j forceps to which m.y as-^ociate 
objected on account of the uiiin inage.ible con liri.>n of the patient, but 
proposed opening the head. To this the friend.^ obj ctrdj and Dr. Claiuv, 
of Montpelier, was called in constiliaiion and arrived about 10 o'clock in 
the evenings Aftei exauiining the case lie advist-d the immediRte use of 
the forceps as the woman was evidently sinking. The forceps were ap- 
plied without didiculiy, and the woman delivered of a dead chiid weigh- 
ing six and a h>lf pound-?. wSli ^ li id u > m.)re cmvulsions but did not re- 
cover consciousness until towards thj evening of the nexrdiy, when it 
appeared that she had no distinct reolljeti oi of anyttiiu^ afi.'.r retiring 
to rest the evening oefore her attack. R "actioij was innn uliately followed 
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by marked symptoms of Hysteritis, — the womb became greatly distended 
and very hard, with considerable vfever. It was combat ted with calomel 
and opium internally^ and emollients and counter-irritants externally, etc. 
In two w eeks she became convalescent. 

The next year she was again confined and safely delivered of a living 
child. 

Respectfully yours, 

T. B. Ladd, M. D. 
Worcester, Vermont, Deo. 26, 1853. 



$ti* If ||.-f »ni» treattlr ha |iottss0. 

Dr. Ai^TRBD Nklsok. 

Dear Sir t — I beg leave to remit you one Dx>11ar, the renewal of my sub- 
scription to your very valuable Lancet lor 1854. I also enclose the re- 
port of a case of Tape worm successfully treated by the administration 
of Kousso which you are at liberty to publish if you deem it worthy of a 
place in the Lamcet. It will, I think, do no injury to the character of 
the remedy. 

Mrs. James Horn, aged 84 year.<i, of Dalhousie, C. W*, says that she has 
been troubled with Tape worm for the last fifteen years but having ex* 
hausted all the ordinary preparations, even the oil of Turpentine with on* 
ly partial success, she has for the last eight years left the case entirely to 
nature, since which time she has passed portions of the worm at stool. 
On the 28th of October last I gave her Sivss of kousso in infusion, and 
in eleven hours after, to her great gratification, she passed the worm en- 
tire consisting of 860 joints. The length of the worm was 18 feet, and It 
remained alive for a considerable time after its expulsion. 

The kousso was purchased of Messrs. W. Lyman k Co., of your City. 
Yours respectfully, 

A. MuNRo, M. D. 

Lanark, Canada West, January 1854. 

[Note. We will be pleased to receive the reports of the cases mention- 
ed in Dr. Munro's P. 5.— E». 



THE RESULT OF FRIGHT ON THE PART OF THE MOTHER. 



By John Walerii, M. D., op Calais, Maine. 



A few days ago I saw Miss McK- 



-, 7 years of age, and of corres* 
ponding size and general appearance, who, I was told by her parents, 
hud been labouring under disease of the heart **ever since she was born.*^ 
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Her mother, an iatelligent lady, said, as I was proceeding to examine her 
chest ^*I don't think it is worth while trying to do anything for her ;" and 
then gave me the following short but interesting narrative. 

**When I was carrying M about six months, her brother George, 

who is a few years older than herself, fell into the well. When he was 
taken out they all thought him dead, and I was greatly alarmed — I nev- 
er knew my heart to beat so hard. I think this is the cause of her heart 
beating so now ; for when she and Oeorge tdtrt children and played togeth' 
«/S '^ HfotUd 9cream at if she were going into Jits whenever he went near the 
iteU. 

On examination I found her heart greatly enlarged, beating violently 
with some valvular obstruction, and all the well known symptoms of the 
same disease under ordinary circumstances^ Now, as the influence 
which maternal emotions exercise over the fd^tus in uiero is a subject on 
which every Physician has to express an opinion when questioned re- 
specting the thousand little freaks which nature often plays with chil- 
dren before their birth, it is not improbable that many of the Readers of 
the LA!fCBT would like to see an article on the subject from the pen of 
sMne good aufhority. 

If, I mistake not. Prof. Bedford, of New York, is In the habit of ex- 
hibiting to his Class in his Obstetrical Lectures, some rare specimens of 
congenital deformity; and I know of no one whose opinion on the sub- 
ject would be more acceptable. Perhaps, should this come under his 
notice, he may oblige one who has ever valued his instructions, by ma- 
king a shorfcomment upon the case to which I have just referre<l. Was 
the fright which Mrs. McK. received by her boy's falling into the well 
communicated to the fcstus in utero ? Did the impulse which its heart 
received from its mother continue after her fears had been allayed ; and, 
if so, did the continued and increased action of the child's heart produce 
the hypertrophy? And, above all, why was the girl accustomed to scream 
Whenever that'hrother went near the well ; and not evince the same solici- 
tacle respecting her sisters or other members of the family ? 



BLADDER. 

IBV A. R. NicKERSON, M, D., oy Benson, Vermojit. 

Som6 six months since my attendance was required in a case of linger- 
Stig prematdre labour. The presentation was one of the breech. As this 
part of the child was about being disengaged from under the arch of the 
ptlbis, the patient felt a mo^t urgent inclination to urinate, but was un- 
able tb d6 so lA consequence of the pressure against the urethra. Coun- 
sel advised the "nso of a metallic catheter which, with difficnlty and 
ih the absence 6f pain, was passed into the bladder. But while the 
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water was being voided pains came on and the catheter was firmly 
pressed against the pubis its lower extremity resting upon the present- 
ing part with a degree of firmness that rendered the removal of the instru- 
ment impossible during the continuance ofthe pain. The catheter was 
consequently left to the full control of uterine action as no special danger 
was apprehended. After the subsidence of the pain it was discovered 
the receding presentation had drawn tiie catheter upwards and lodged 
it into the bladder — an accident most certainly unexpected to me as un- 
heard of before. The patient was delivered a few hours after of a dead 
child, and complained of no inconvenience from the presence ofthe ca- 
theter in its novel situation. It was therefore deemed advisable to delny 
any attempt at the removal ofthe instrument until the exhaustion^ tume- 
faction and tenderness, consequent upon tedious parturition, had subsi- 
ded. 

The catheter remained nearly three we«ks in the bladder, and during 
which ticne several ineffectual attempts were made to remove it with cal- 
culus forceps, etc., which resulted in aught else than irritation to (be 
pjirts. It was finally removed without instruments by the following Vfry 
simple rnnni{)ulalion*: The patient was placed horizontally upon a bed 
the body bent to relax the abdominal muscles ; the left hand ofthe opera- 
tor was applied over the pubis to press hi)dn the instrument which 
could be easily felc through the parieties, the index finger of the right 
hand introduced into the vagina to guide the lower extremity of the ca- 
theter, and by gentle pressure, with a kneading motion backwards nnd 
downwards, the instrument was conducted through the urethrn^ the ertd 
seized with the thumb and finger and removed. 

The time occupied in the operation was about fifteen minutes: The 
patient soon recovered her usual health. 

Dr. Nklson. 

Dear Sir: — It strikes me that in writing for Medical Journals our 
object should be to communicate some importaln fact not generally 
known, or some discovery as relates to the prneticeof Medicine of which 
the Medical Profession at large is not apprised. Ah article in the No- 
vember Number of your Lancet 6\\ ^'Bilious Remittent Fever," by Dr. J. 
E. Stewart, of Jncksonj Tennesseei has elicited the above remarks. It 
appears that the object of the article is to say that We are in the dark 
respecting the predisposing cause of Bili )us Remittent and Intermitteuf 
Fevers. Is there anything new or retnarkable intlii*.' The subject is 
obscure and unsettled to .«^t5iTie extenK Has the Doctot thrown an> new 
light on it? I think not. He asks "if miasmuta isf capable of producing 
f'.'vcr, why is it not capable of perpet\lating it ? Wiil not his objection 
tiear with equal force afyAiMst liis rtgen^. **a cause a^ yrt unknown .'" If 
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**^a cause as yet unknown** can originate an attack of fever "why is it 
not capable of perpetuating it ?" Perhaps, after all, that same **crtuse un- 
known" may be that same invisible, imponderable something we denomi- 
nate miasm. Until we have some more plausible theory than the old 
miasmatic on<?, 1 think we had better cling to that one notwithstanding 
Dr. Stewart's objections to it This substitute for miasmata is truly a 
!ame on*'. What will Physicians gain by calling the cause of fever "a 
cause unknpwn" instead of denominating it that occult agent — miasmata 
as they have done from time Immemorial ? 

lam proinpted by no unfriendly feelings to make th«^?e rrmaiks; I 
have read artioSes from Dr. Stewart's pen With pleasure and profit, and 
I doubt not he is an able Practitioner of the Healing Art. 

I am Dt-ar Sir, 

Yours respectfully, 

Medicus. 

Carrollsville, Mississippi Dc-cember, 1853. 

^xl If !?|.--f reatmtat sf f p^oilr Itbtr. 

By J. E. Stewart, M. D., of Jackson, Tennessee. 

St'pt. 13th, 1863. I was called to see Mr. Authur Bobbett, aged 60 
years*, farmer, he had been i«ick fifteen dayr> and had been attended by 
another Physician during that time ; but as he continued to grow worse, 
I was sent for. Present symptoms: exceeding weakness; pulse 130, 
weak and wiry, to. .gue heavily coated with a dark brown fur in the 
middle, edges red, tremulous when protruded ; bowels swollen and slight- 
ly painful, very loose, discharges watery and dark, very offensive ; takes 
no nourishment, sub::«ultus teiidinum : 

R. Gum Opii gr. iv ; 
Sul. Quin, gr. v. 
To be repeated every four hours, until four doses shall be taken, then 
the Opium to be discontinued and the Quinine to be persevered in. 

Sept. 16th. Pulse 100, and more volume; less* nervous' excitement; 
becomes quiet ; tongue less coated ; more rational, has taken a little rice. 
Repeat the first prescription throughout^. Sept. 18ih. Slightly improved 
in every respect, but still very low. 

^•?^'''"u\?[?"'^^hiv.Mix. 
Fre.sh.MiHc > 

A table-spoonful to be taken every two hours until 12 M. From this 

time he recovered rapidly. 

Caw 2nd. August 81st, 1863. 1 was called to see John Henderson, 

aged 17 years. This patient had been unwell for ten or twelve days, 

with diarrhoea, and general lassitude. Present symptoms : complains of 

general prostration; slight head-ache; tongue heavily coated with a dark 

brown fur, dry and stiff, cannot be protruded more than half an inch ; 
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bowels swollen and painful ; frequent watery discharges ; pulse 120, fee- 
ble is delirious from four o*olock P. M. aiitil ten A, M., frequently furious 
and insisting on rising from bis bed. 

K. Roux's plan, with the addition of a part of Maybbkky's in the use 
of the tartarized ointment over the regions of Peyer*8 glands. This treat- 
ment was pursued until the 7th of September when the patient wits con- 
sidered moribund. Order«*d Tinct of Opium gtt. cc. ; this is by far the 
largest dose of Laudanum I have ever prescribed, and the largest, I be- 
lieve, on record except as prelitninary to a surgical operation of magni- 
tude. This maximum dose produced very little effect either on the delir- 
ium, nervousness or diarrhcea. 8th. To have a starch and laudanum in- 
jection, and to take twenty drops of laudanum after each evacuation. — 
9th. Slightly improved. 

R. Sulph. Quinine gr. ij; 

African Pepper gr. xiij ; 

Gum Accacia q. s. to make into six pills, one to be 
taken every two hours until 12 m. A tablespoonful of Camphor mixture 
at 6 p. M., and Roux's blue mass and opium pill at night. 10th. No change. 
A tablespoonful of the brandy and milk mixture to be taken every two 
hours until 12 m. l^th. Patient improved in every respect. As there has 
been no motion from the bowels for three days he was ordered : 
R. Sulph. Quinine gr. x ; 

Pulv. Rhei> , ^ 

Pulv.Jal. JK*^-^- 

Make into five pills, one to be taken every two hours until the bowels are 
moved, then discontinue ; other medicines continued. 16th. Patient 
still improving. Milk and brandy continued, and the last described 
pills to be taken whenever it Ifecomes necessary to move the bowels. 
17tb. Patient convalescent. 

There occurred three other cases in this family, which when discharged 
I will forward for publication, together with some others, which are now 
under treatment 
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ACONITS 



Apncea. 



Ascites, a, b. 



Asthma, a, b. 



n local Anodyne. Case of dry gangrene on tbe outer side of 
the foot ; severe intense pain, that for several weeks the patient 
5carcely slept at all. Chloroform, opium, belladonna, etc. ap- 
plied to the part produced but slight relief. A liniment com- 
posed of equal parts of tbe soap liniment and tincture of aco- 
nite was appiif'd to the part, and so g'.eat was its effect, that 
the patient was frequently enabled to enjoy a very fair night's 
re*t. — London Medical Times and Gazette. 
j, ArivcEA Pulmonary irisnfflaiion in. The paroxysms of Apncea super- 
vening In the pneumonia of Infants may be successfully corn- 
batted by insufflating the lungs. A child, 26 days old, labor- 
ing under pneumonia of the right lung, was repeatedly re-an- 
imated — when apparently at the point of death — by insufHat- 
ing the lungs by means of a pair of bellows. This plan may 
save many patients in cases where they would otherwise flio 
from asphexia. — Comptes-rendns de I'Academie des Sciences. 
Ascites. When the stomach is irxitable, use the following fomentation of 
Digitalis : Two ounces of Digitalis are boiled in a quart of wa- 
ter down to a pint, and compresses wet in the decoction are 
laid on the abdomen, and covered with oiled silk. The kid- 
neys are soon powerfully influenced. — Bnl. Gen. de Thcrap. 

b. Iodine injections were employed in 6 oases, and the results 
were cured 2, died 3. — Id. 
Asthma Lobelia in. The tincture in 10 minim doses three times daily, 
frequently produces the most admirable effects in chronic 
bronchitis cotnplicated with tendency to paroxysmal asthma. 
It is commonly given in conjunction with sedatives, expector- 
ants, or stomachics, often agreeing remarkably well with the 
latter. Patients fr^uently complain of much nausea and sense 
of depression during the half hour following each dose; but it 
«eems on the whole to decidedly improve the appetite and di- 
gestion. If the nausea is severe, a few drops of hydrocyanio 
acid is often useful. — London Med. Times and Gazette. 

h, One-fifih of a grain of belladonna in a pill daily for a fortnight 
two pills during the second, and three during the third fort- 
night, until 11-2 grain is taken daily. When the disease al- 
ternates with gout or gravel, give bi-carbonate of soda to cor- 
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Bladder. 



Chilblains, a. b. Chlorofobjt. Colic. 



Asthma, r. 

rect the gouty diathesis; vpgetable diet. — Gaz. des Hopitaux. 
O. During the paroxysm of spasmodic asthma bnrn in the room 
paper impregnated wiili nitrate of potash. — Id 
Bladder Paralysis of the. Patient 70 years old, subject to gout, after 
exposure to cold, was seized with pain in the extremity of the 
spinal cord and strangury. P.iralysis of the bladder continued 
after the removal of the above symptoms; no benefit resulted 
from electricity. The bladder was washed out daily with an 
infusion of marsh mallows, and a solution of nicotin, 12grs. to 
one ounce of water with a little gtim, injected. The organ re- 
gained its contractility in fifteen days, and theurind was void- 
ed in a full stream.— Gaz. Med. Lombarda. 
Chilblains, apply the following In broken : 
R. Olive Oil, § x; 

Venice Turpentine, 5 ij ; 
YHlow Wax. ^j; 

Alkaner Root 5 iv. boil together, strain, and add 
Balsam Pern, 5 i"^^; 

Camphor, grs. x. M. — L'Union Medicale. 
b. In unbroken chilblains, the following applied night and morn- 
ing will prove beneficial : 

R. Rectified Spirits of Turpentine, 5 j> 
Sulphur if. Arid, grs xx ; 
Olive Oil, 5 iiss.— Id. 
Chloroform, local application of the* Vapour of. It was used success- 
fully in a case of scalding of the vagina consequent upon se- 
vere uterine irritation. The conclusions of the paper are : 
1st. That in many forms of disease attended with pain or ir- 
ritation, the local application of the vapor of chloroform will 
frequently act as quickly !n affording Immunity from suffering 
as though inhaled in the usual manner. 2nd. That the va- 
por locally applied is not attended with any unpleasant effects 
(save the seneaiion of more or less heat) either at the time or 
subsequently, and is therefore eligible under circumstances 
contra-indicating its use by inhalation. 8d, That as a reme-» 
dy, its local application is preferable to the use of opium and 
most narcotics In spasmodic and painful affections, particular-r 
ly of the uterine system, first, to its freedom from causing de- 
rangement of the digestive organs, and secondly, to its greater 
rapidity of action. — Dublin Quarterly Journal of M'*dlcine. 
Chloroform in. The prominent feature of the disease being a 
spasmodic contraction of the intestinal muscular coat, chloro- 
form which U so decidedly a sedative and relaxing agent is 
particularly beneficial. Relieve the intense pain and then re- 
move the cause of the abnormal action in the tissues involved. 
Let the patient inhale chloroform to produce more or less in- 
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Crkosots. 



Cftovp* 



sensibility according to \\m ardency of the 9ymptoms nnd the 
constiiiition of the patient. Give in addition 40 drops by the 
■ mouth, combined with opium, nnd apply it froHy to the abdo- 
men directly over the seat of pain. The p'ttient, in this way, 
is Icept quiet, while other means are used to empty the bowels 
of their irritating contents, and to give permanent relief to the 
patient. A few drops of chforoform may nUo be used in ene- 
mas to remove the constipation. — Virginia Med. Journal. 

GoNVtrLSioNS. The causes of convulsions being so numerous and dissimi- 
lar, every case requires its separate consideration, in order to 
prescribe the appropriate treatment. Puerperal convillsions 
bear copious bleeding, while those arising from loss of blood 
require wine. Congestion producing convulsions is relieved by 
cold affusion and venesection ; bun if they be joined with the 
poison of the cxanthemuta, bleeding is highly injurious. Con- 
vulsions from intestinal irritation are relieved by opiate enema 
and cold affusion- Those of pertussis justify laryngotomy. 
Turpentine enemata and the ejchibition of chloroform are call- 
ed for in the convul.'-ions of hysteria.— Med. Times k Gaz. 

Crbosote. use of. In chronic variscose cipthalmiu from' one to three 
drops of creosote to one ounce of water fo.ims a valuable 
collyrium, dropped into the eye several times daily. Cardi- 
algia, and especially the idiopathic form in women, was 
speedily amenable to creosote, three drops in sugar-water re- 
lieving the severest pain, a repetition in two or three hours be- 
ing rarely required. LeueorrhcBa, whether vaginal or uterine, 
even when very obstinate, often yield in a few days to a lotion 
of two drops to the ounce, thrown in two or three times a day. 
So also three or four injections usually sufiiced for the cure of 
gleet. In menorrhagia in non-pregnant women, and in some 
cases of hemorrhage prior to delivery, due to placenta prssvia, 
it has been found very usefuU Indeed it is a valuable lisemos- 
tntic agent, whenever the bleeding proceeds from small ves- 
sels, and especially those of mucous membranes. In some of 
these cases a more concentrated mixture is required, as ten to 
twenty drops to the ounce — Froriep's Tagesberichle. 

Croup treated by ice-water about the neck. The child had all the 
signs of true croup, except the presence of false membranes. 
The head was hot; deglutition difficult ; he had had only two 
violent paroxysms. A folded cloth, dipped in ice- water, was 
passed around the neck ; two bladders containing little pieces 
of ice were placed on either sidrf. Every half hour the cravat 
was renewed ; the limbs were wrapped in flannel and were 
heated by bottles of warm water. After the first one or two 
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applications, the warmth of head, the restlessness and distress 
diminished ; the child slept and censed coughing. The treat- 
ment was continued from three in the morniitg nntil night. 
A dry towel was then snbstituted for the bladders of ice, and 
the cold cloths were-renewed every hour only, and alter mid« 
night every two hours. The next day the child seemed per- 
fectly well. Nevertheless the fomentations with ice>wuter 
were continued for two days, the compresses being changed 
every three hours. — VirginiH Med. Jonrnal. 

Ertsxpslas. 1st. Is a contagious exanthem, originating ia the presence 
of a specific blood poison, either conveyed into the system by 
contagion, or developed there by certain morbid processes not 
understood ; 2nd. The tendency of erysipelas is toward recov- 
ery by the self elimiiiiition of the blood pois<m; 8rd. The act- 
tion of this poison depresses the vital powers, but not usually 
to a fatal degree. When the [loison is directed Irom the sur- 
face to the nervous centres, the symptoms are much more al- 
arming than when it expends itself in cutaneous inflamma- 
tion. — Buffalo Medical Journal. 
b. Collodion, 80 parts, and Castor oil, 2 parts, make an excellent 
application in severe cases of erysipelas. To be applied once 
in three successive days ; its application is followed by cessa- 
tion of the burning pain, and disappearance of the redness. — 
Journal de Medecine Pratique. 
<o« A combination of the etberiul tincture of Iron with Collodion, 
equal parts, forms a valuable preparation. When |>ainted on 
the surface it forms a thinner layer than ordinary collodion, 
but it has much more suppleness and resistance, allowing— 
without cracking— the motion of the limb or part in every di- 
rection, while- it also adheres a much longer time. — Bui. Th. 

Fbvsk Chloroform in. The happiest effects sometimes result from the 
application of chloroform to the spine, epigastrium, and tem- 
poral region, when there is excessive nausea, head -ache, rest- 
lessness and general malaise incident to febrile excitement. It 
should noC'be employed when there is great h'^at, dryness of 
surface, or'niuch predisposition to cutaneous irritation. It is 
a valuable auxiliary — inihe cold stage — to the other remedies 
employed to prevent congestion. Under these circumstances 
it should be freely applied to the spine, stomach, and extrem- 
ities. — ^Virginia Medical Journal. 
K Intermittent. In the periodical type of this disease, the follow- 
ing prescription is admirably adapted. It can be safely ad- 
ministered to, auU repdily ta4cen by children : 
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FsTBB. Gout, a. b. Hoopino Coran, a. 6. Lethean Liniment. Li7X0. 

, R. Liquor Pota^ffi i * •• . 

Sprl. Lnvnnd.Co. P 'J ' 

Tincr. Opii 3 «; ' 

Aq. Cinnninomi ^ iij. M. 
pose 5 j eveVy three hours during the n pyrexia. —West. Lane. 
Govt local treatment of Ac Htrt. Take r piece of lint saturated with J 

pure spirits of wine, lay it over the affected part and then 
cover it with oiled silU. The result is almost always immedi- 
ate relief. It Is ynpposed to act by absorption, and not by 
mere evaporation. — Lond. Med. Jour. < 

b. Local applications in rheumatism and chronic. Numeron.5 
cases of these affections have been benefitted by the soda poul- 
tices. One drachm of soda mixed with a common bread poul- 
I' tice, and applied hot over the affected joint at night. — London 

Medical Times and Gazette. ^ 

HoortNo CoroH Chloroform in. In order to avoid the possibility of an 
over dose, I have never given the chloroform on a handker- 
chief, or by means of an inhaler, but have directed the moth- 
er, (In cases of young children,) or the patient, to spill a little, 
say about thirty drops, on the palm of the h«nd, and hold this f. 
before the mouth and nose sufificienlly near to inhale it fully, j' 
but not so near as to exclude a portion of atmospheric air. if 
The best time to begin is just as the patient feels the^rritation J! 
in the chest increasing to a cough, but if possible, before the ;: 
cough commences ; and the inhalation should be repeated (j 
with each return of Irritation, unless headnche be produced. ! 
h* Commence the treatment by emetics of suliihate of copper, li 
and follow with the powdered root of belladonna. — Bulletin j| 
General de Therapeutique. ' 

LetbeaK liniment. Digest a bar of fresh turpentine soap and fouroz. of l| 
gum camphor In a gal* on of good alcohol for two weeks in the 
heat of the snn. Bottle it while hot, add one drachm of chlo- 
roform to every four ounces, set in a cool place, and shake oc- 
casionally while coagulating. The turpentine affords the best 
means of applying chloroform to the skin, because, by its ad- 
hesiveness, it holds that volatile fluid longer and more firmly 
in contact with the surface than any other substance could do. 
Coat the part well with the liniment and cover it with a piece 
of paper; it adheres firmly and causes a gentle burning, ting- 
ling sensation, which, In neuralgia, rheumatism, irritability of 
the stomach, cramp, colic, rtc, is perfectly delightful. — S. J. 
LuNO gangrene of the. Three out of four cases of thisatfection were 

successfully treated by inhaling the vapour of spirits of tur- 
pentine.— Archives Generah'5 de Medicine* 
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R. Chloioform 20 parts, Pras^iate of Potash 10 parts, lard 
60 parts. M. A piece the size of a walnut to bo robbed over 
the painful part in facial neuralgia, and the wholo covered 
with oiled silk. — Bulletin General de Therapenliqiie. 

Phthisis Piilmonnli.^^ certain signs indicating the comracncemeot of. 
1st. Gastric symptoms* Coincident with :he beginning of the 
disnaae are nausea, vomiting, epjgastflo pains and dyspopsia; 
these symptoms are present in about two-thirds of the ^ases. 
Nausea and vomiting are more frequent, and generally mani- 
fested after coughing; their frequency and intensity bear no 
relation to the severity of the cough, and they occur in fasting 
as well as after eating. The matter vomited is mucous secre- 
tions, and rarely of a bilious character. Epigastric pain in the 
majority of cases is accompanied by vomiting and nausea ; it 
may be present without them. Felt only on pressure in tho 
mnjoriiy of patients, or so slight that their attention must be 
called to it that they may btf sensible of its presence; with a. 
few it is developed spontaneously. More commonly noticed 
after eating, although present before if. Dyspepsia quite 
persistent, without nausea or vomiting. In some cases. 2. He- 
patic symptoms. In half of the cases examined, the liver was 
enlarged and often accompanied with pain. Enlargement 
more in the right lobe; no change in the consistency of the or- 
gan. Spontaneous pains are rare; in nearly all the cases they 
appear only on pressure or after some harsh or prolonged 
movements. 3. Thoracic pains. Pain between the shoulders 
and upon the sides of the che«t; other pains revealed only up- 
on percussion. Tlie points where the pain may be developed 
are quite numerous — generally, however, under the clavicle. It 
exists only on tho side affected by tubercles; if both lungs are 
implicaled the pain is in tho side most atTocted. It is observ- 
ed at all periods of the disease. Conclu:«ions : When there is 
prolonged dyspepsia with nausea and vomitings, for which 
no cause can be assigned, or even an abnormal developement 
of the liver ; when rl»e?e phenomena manifest themselves in- 
dependently of any otlier allectionjor In the course of chloro- 
sis, or after measles, or tyf)luis fever — the Physician should 
suspect tuberculous affectiou, should examine the patient 
with care, and even wlipu he has doubts of its existence should 
act as if convinced of its presence, or at least use every ne- 
C^'ssary i)r''caution. — Archives Generates de Medeolno. 
Practice of Surgery, 

AmaOrcsis frnrm concussion. Patit.nt 28 years old, ri^tJeived a blow over 
the left eye from a cricket ball ; no change of structure of the 
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Epistaxis. Fistula in A no, a. b. Fractures, a. 6., 

eye, but total blindness. Cured after eight days treatment 
by 2 grains of calomel and one tliird ofa grain of opium tliree 
times a day; milk diet. When blindness or impaired vision 
results from concussion of the eye-bnll, the rapid and free ex- 
hibition of mercury should never be neglected. — Medical Times 
and Gazette. 

EnsTASis treatment of. 1. Dossils of lint, saturated with alcohol, put 
into the nostrils, after the patient has cleared them and cleans- 
ed them as much as possible. 2. The blowing ofa powder, 
consisting of equal parts of alum and gum arabic, into the 
mjstrils, and the introduction of dossils covered with the same 
powder. S. The filling up of the whole cavity of the nos- 
trils wiih clean cotton. — Bulletin deTherap. 

Fistula IN A NO. Patient, 45 years old, after suffering for a longtime 
with hemorrhoids was affected with inflammation termina- 
ting in abscess. Complete fistula formed. Ordered to inject a 
strong solution of iodine every morning, and one of decoction 
of oak leaves every night; to this treatment were added baths 
and emollient enemata. The fistula was cured within a 
monthj and although hemorrhoidal congestion has occurred, 
it has never re-oi*ened- — L'Union Medicale. 
b. Iodine injections, carefully administered, will radically cure 
fistulas, whether complete or incomplete, simple or complica- 
ted ; the cure is quicker obtained than by incisions, and with 
less danger and inconvenience ; they produce no pain and 
are easily administered; patients are not confined to bed. 
The injections are applicable in every case, and more espe- 
cially in those wh^re incisions or exsection is either impossi- 
ble or dangerous, and they never increase the disease should 
they even prove unsuccessful. — Mem. de I'Academie des Sci- 
ences. 

Fkacture Suppuration occurring in simple. A case of this unusual 
complication was lately met with in the N. Y. Hospital. The 
patient sustained a fracture of both bones of the leg, with con- 
tusion of the soft parts around the bon«', which determined an 
abscess at the seat of fracture, and converted the simple into 
the compound form of this accident. Phlegmonous inflam- 
mation and suppuration resulted. The abscess opened, there 
was evacuated from 4 lo 6 ounces of pus. The patient is on 
a fair way to recover. — N. Y. Medical Times. 
b. Diagnosis of. To facilitate the diagnosis of fractures in doubt- 
ful cases it is recommended to produce insensibility by inha- 
ling ether. The patient is spared the pain, and the involunta- 
ry muscular contractions which prevent extension, and the 
proper adaptation of the fractured bone is avoided. Of more n 
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Fractures, c. d. t, 

benefit in fractures of the lower end of tlie radius ; crepitation 
1ms been felt in these enses when the patient has been rendered 
unconscious and unresis(in|^. In fracture of the ribs the di- 
minished respiratory movements at the seat of the injury and 
the sound obtained by auscuitntion will elucidate the case; 
the latter is a dull murmur, in which neither the in nor the 
expiratory sound can be distinguished, resulting probably 
from the imperfect respiration and from the irregular move- 
rnents of the air in the small bronchial tubes. The crepita« 
tion of the broken bones may be heard through the stetho- 
scope. — Wein. Med. Woe bensch rift. 

O. Of Clavicle, adhesive straps in. Bring the ends of the bone in 
apposition, apply a sufficient number of strips of adhesive 
plaster, about an inch broad and twelve long, firmly from the 
breast to the back, over the clavicle, and then secure a com- 
press with one or two strips over the seat of fracture ; and let 
the elbow, forearm and arm be well supported by a handker- 
chief. The patient regained the use of his arm in three 
week?, and the seat of the fractnre can with diflSculty be de- 
tected. — North West. Med. Jour. 

d« Ununited, Galvanism in. la fracture of the leg, very move- 
able, and of more than one year's standing, a cure was at- 
tained by the following method : A needle was introduced 
from each side of the limb into the interspace between the 
bones, and a continuous galvanic current then passed through. 
The operation was repeated every day for about a fortnight, 
and a cure ultimately resulted. — London Med. Times and Ga- 
zette. 

•• Of the Patella treated by adhesive plaster. Cut the plaster in 
strips about 8-4 of an inch wide. Apply the first strip by its 
middle immediately above the upper fragment, and bring the 
ends firmly obliquely downwards and under the knee. Ap- 
ply two or three more in the same way, so as to fully secure 
the upper fragment, then a few stiips immediately below the 
lower fragment. By repeating the a[)pl(cation of the strips 
alternately above and below the knee, the fragments are 
made to approach each other quite closely. To compress the 
muscles of the thigh apply— circularly — a few strips 11-4 
inch wide. Apply a hollow splint of binder's board to the 
ham and retain it by a rollei ; limb elevated and the trunk 
placed in an inclined position. When patient was discharged 
from the. Hospital, the knee-joint was perfectly moveable; 
j walking without limping, but the fragments were separated 

1 about one third of an inch. — Med. Examiner. 
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PftACTiCAL AND Miscellaneous Items. A supernumerary l«ver wns dis- 
covered in \hr body of a yonng womnn, nnd described as fol- 
low!* : flsutened, ronnisli mass, 1-4 incli lonsr, nnd less than 0.7 
thir»U. It was sn.epeiided from tin* transverse fl?6u re of the liv- 
er by a fold of the peritoneum, this fold contained a branch 
of the portal vein and one of the hepatic artery, a tube corres- 
ponding to a biliary duct, ami several nervous filaments. Il 
resembletf perfectly the liver in colour^ consistency and the 
arrangement of the acini.— ^It is pj-esnjTied and upon good 
grounds — that a healthy woman niay-m-arry a-inan who has 
had syphilis, and their children be diseased ; the woman be, 
coming a widow might marry a perfectly healthy man yet the 
children of this marriage might be diseased, as were those by 

ihe first husband. A case o f retention of the menses — of 

8 1-2 months — is reported in the Montreal Medical Chronicle, 
where the most active and varied measures were adopted to 
re-establish the function but without benefit. A large quan- 
tity of viscid fluid mixed with blood was discharged ; the pa- 
tient pulseless and extremely weak. The abdomen — the size 
of pregnancy at full term — became quite flat. An examina- 
tion revealed extreme hardness of the neck of the uterus, the 
probable cause of the retention. The flow of Ijloqd continued 

for 18 days. A man was bit by a black bear across the 

transverse axis of the ankle joint producing a compound 
comminutetl fracture of the part. He was under treatment 

for three months." A .<log entirely deaf, twelve years old, 

took two grains of strichnine ; the next day the animal was not 
onjy as well as on the preceding day, but had entirely recov- 
ered from his deafness, and hears now as well as ever. 

Strangury can be uniformly prevented by smearing the plas- 
ter with oil of Turpentine before applying it. An Injection 

of Sj of Turpentine in a suflficrient quantity of gruel will repro- 
d.uce labour pains which have subsided, or strengthen those 
which are iuefllcient.— — Dr. Mussey ligatured the two carotid 
arteries for aneurismal tumours of the ear, A cure followed. 
The ligatures were applied just below the crossing of the 
oraoyhoid muscles, one became detached on the 16th and the 

other on the 20th day. An etherial solution of Iodine, both 

from itri more rapid evaporation and its higher degree of con- 
centration, is a much moie powerful counter-irritant than the 

spirituous solution.-^ The employment of a stro^ig alcoholic 

solution of iodine to' the external throat in cases of chronic 
or catarrhal laryngitis, with aphonia, has proved very suc- 
cessful. In erysipelas, wrapping up the a^ecteii partin & 

NO. LVII, N. S. — vol. VIII.— no. VII. 5 I 
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Practical and Misceixaneous Items. 

large nnd thick sheet of cotton wool appears to be very supe- 
rior in Its protpctins: influence to all other menns. In a se- 
vere case of erysipelas of the scalp the whole affVcted part was 
smeared over with a thick coating of white paint, and al- 
though the patient did well, the remedy is a dipagreeable 

one to use. Asparagns is strongly lecommended incases 

of Hydrophobia.-— —When fompntations and punctures do not 
suffice to cure hydrocele in children, pass a thread through 

the scroiuni, or excise a portion of the tnnica vaginalis 

The immediate cause of the convulsive paroxysm, it is suppos- 
ed,!'* within the cranium, and the return of sensibility during 

the intervals of the fits is a most favorable symptom. Prof« 

Murphy doubts much whether dentition is n canse of convul- 
sions, never having seen a case relieved by incising the gums, 

There may be three kinds of heartburn; the first comes on 

after meals, and is the result of imperfect digestion ; the second 
comes on soon after taking food, and is the result of the cont- 
act of acrid as well as acid mntters on an inflamed or irritable 
mucous membrane ; the third is the constant heartburn caused 
by the acid state of the gnstric secretions themselves, and this 
latter vnripty may be complicated with either or both of the 
former, in which case, ihongli constant, the snlTerings will be 
aggravated immediately on taking food, if the stomach be In- 
flamed or irritable ; and after meals, when that organ is suf- 
fering from atonic dyspepsia. In chronic abscesses, it is to 

the impaired health of the patient, however slight that impair- 
ment may he, to the present or pnst existence of pain, to the 
cause and mode of formation of the swelling, to those symp- 
toms, in fact, which characterize low active inflammation, 
that we look to establish our diagnosis ; »ind should all these 
indications be wanting, it is next to impossible to determine 
whether the enlargement result from the prp.««ence of a solid 

tumour or from the collection of fluid. Perhaps no greater 

error can be committed in the treatment of Croup than perse- 
vering too long with lowering measures. The whole effort of 
contending with the impediment which obstructs the breath, 
fallsvon the muscular force, and the issue in death or recovery 
may depend on the strictest care and economy of that feeble 
remnant of it, which, in obedience to a blind, but irresistible 
impulse, is still struggling on in the interest of the other pow- 
•rs. 
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Editorship of Wolfrrd Nsr^soir, M. D.» Montskae., G. E. 

The Pre^criher's PhHrmncopcBia ; contiiininj; all tht* M<'dicines In the 
London P!nirmHco|KEiM, »i»Mnjr« (I In classes Roc*ot(Hrij< lo their nction, 
wiih lh«* imfiosiiion «n<l Dosi^p. By n prucliv'ing Physician. Altered 
to correspond with the United Stafes Dispensntory ; ri'viswl with nd- 
dition^. Third Amerin^n from the Fonrih London Edition. By Thom- 
as F. Cock, M. D. 1858. pp. 178. S. S. & W. Wood, N. Y. 
This is a handy nnd weH got up little book, and should be on every 
Medical man*s book-case. It contains all the officinal prescriptions of 
the more elaborate Dispensatories and Pliarmacopcsias of the different 
Colleges, and this in a very lueid though compact form. 

We heartily concnr in the ojilnion expressed in the concluding page 
of the following paragraph in the Advertisement to the first edition : **As 
thislittte work had its origin in a want daily experienced by the 
compiler in his practice, he believes that it will be useful to a numeroHs 
class of Practitioners who posessa memory of the same general charac* 
ter as his own." 

The time will soon have passed away, it is hoped, when we shall no 
more hear of the "Heroic Treatment," **Powerful Doses," "Pouring in 
Calomel," and **Filling with Quinine," etc.; expressions which denote 
not only a nrtost reckless disposition, but an absence, also, of sound Physi- 
ological and Therai^eutical views. 

The principles inculcated by Hippocrates, and faithfully adhered to 
for centuries, to consult and respect the Vis Medicatrix NaturtBy and 
which wise moderns would set at nanghtand even ridicule, should nrv- 
er be lost sight of. We are to study and analyze the indications offered 
by nature, and follow as closely as possible her unerring dictates, how- 
ever complicated a sha|>e they may assume, and thus become the serv- 
ants of nature, and not its arbitrary masters. Acting upon such grounds 
our practice will necessarily be safer, wi ore successful and rational. — 
There are times wlien the Pliysitjian must act with great vigour and de- 
cision, but these are rather exceptional cases, which the close observer 
will not mistake, and while using energetic means, he fails not to fore- 
warn, that though success can be expected from very prompt action 
alone, he yet employs great prudence in his prognosis, and thus saves 
his own reputation and the credit of his Profession. 
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Chemistry and Metallurgy as applied to the Study and practice of Den- 
tal Surgery. By A. Snowden PiGQOTT, M. D., Late Professor of Anat- 
omy and Physiology in' the Washington University of Baltimore. With 
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numerou!« illustrations. Philadelphia : Lindsay * INtAKiSTON. 1864, 

8vo. pp. 516. 

This is an elaborate treatise upon Chemistry applied to Dental Science, 
and evinces upon the part of the Author ninch research and an intimate 
acquaintance with the subject he treats. The first Book is devoted to the 
Principles of Animal Chemistry, which, of necessity, must form the ba- 
sis of a successful investigation of any of its specinlilies. The second 
Book treats of Digestion ; and in the third we have the Chemistry of the 
fluids of the moutlr, which contains a very full and lucid description. 
This portion of the work i« «lmo«t indij^pen^able to thr Drnrin who is an- 
xious of obtaining an enlarged view of his Profession, and is just what 
has been lotig needed. The fourth Book is more cspecinlly designed for 
the practical Ddniist, givinjt the different modes of applying heat, the 
management of furnaces and anxiliiiry apparatus, the manufacturing of 
arlificial teeth, of differ^'nt composition?, etc. The chapter on gold, silver 
and copper, with the tablesof coins of the two first named metals, are 
alone worth double the price of the work to every maker of plate-wnrk ; 
a careful examination of which will enable him to avoid those chrystal- 
line unmaleable alloys wliiclKare at times so troublesome. This work is 
Indeed what the Author designed it should be " a Manual for the prac- 
tical man, and a text book for the Student;" and we take much pleasure 
in recommending it as in every particular worthy of the attention of the 
Readers of the Lanckt.— B. 



«»*#»»« 

The Medical Formulary : being a collection of Prescription!*, derived from 
the witings and praelicp of many of the mosi eniiiuMit Physicians in 
America and Europi-. To.;ellier With the n-jual Dieti-iie preparaiions 
and Aiitidot-3 for Poisons. To which is adilfd an Appt-ndix, on the 
Eiidennic use of Medicines, and on the use of Etiier jind Cliloroforrn. 
The whole accompanied wiiii a few brit-l Pliann;ineutical and Mi'dical 
Ohservations. By BENJA3nN Ellis, M. D., Late Professor of Miteria 
M'dlcaand Pharmacy in the Pliiladeipliia Colh-ge of Pliarmicy. — 
Tenth Edition, revised' and much extend-d. By Robert P. Thomas, 
M. D., Professor of Miteria M dica in the Oolle<re of Pharmacy. Phda- 
d-lphia : Bi/anchako & Lka, 1854. 8vo. pp. 296. 

The object of this Volume--fully explained by its litle-pagp, copied en- 
tire at the h"ad of this article-^is loo evident and w«ll- known to need a 
word of approbation or recoinmendaiion from us. Hiving reached its 
tenth Edition is sufficient proof— if any were wanting— of the value 
placed upon It by the Profession at large* It shotild be the indispensable 
office companion of every Physician. 

For Sale by S. S.& W. Wood, at No. 231 Pearl-street New York, and 
to whom all orders for Blanchard & Lea's publications may be addressed. 
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TRUTH WITHOUT PKAR. 

PLATTSBURGH, (New York ;) FEBRUARY, 1864, 

The March Number will be mailed on or before he 20ih of February. 
This early day of publication will afford our distant friends time to renow 
thetr subscriptions and to form clubs, if th«»y cb»ire to secure the first 
Number of the New Volume. 



®|e f antet in df^iinalia— |0stiige im. \ 

-0- j 

It nflbrds us much pleasure to announce to our very numprous Friends i 
in the Cjinadas, that through the liberality of the Post Master General of ; 
those Provinces, all Journals and publications devoted to Science; Agri- i 
culture, etc,| are transmitted postage free through the mails. The Lan- 
cet is, therefore, now fu-nished to the Canadian Profession at cheaper 
rates than to our Patrons in tlie United State?, where the postage Is six 
cents a year, paitl quarteily or yearly in advance. While making this an- ; 
nouncement we cannot btu express to our Friends the high sense of obli- j 
gation we labour under at the unexpected and wide patronage bestow- j 
ed upon the Lancet. Among our Subscribers we recognise many friende 
of former days — associates fn Our i>upilage — students in attendance up- 
on our Lectures rluring our cornnection with the Montreal schools; while 
the very great majority are Gentleiliefi with whom we have no other ac- '; 
quaintance than that existing between Membersof an honorable and wide | 
spread Profession. The Canadas can yet do something more for the Lan- ! 
cet, and we have reason to expect a large accession to our list with the ( 
Ninth Volume commencing in April next. 



%\i ^mtximx lleMtal ll0nt|rlB. 

Here comes another! Wo acknowledge the receipt of the first Number 
of a Journal with the above name. Whatever the Editor — Dr. Parker, 
late of the New Hampshire Medical Journal — would havens think of 
his intentions and those of his associates — for there are six more to the 
establishment — of the object of the Journal, the unoccupied field it has 
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to cnlrivate ; the thini^s it will do and won't do, and the "money paid 
down" for thr»"«' llionisnnf^ copios, are all vrry well in iheir way, but we 
are easily forcfd to tlio cnnclnsion that this Jonrnal is emphatically a 
snhool ijonf Til — 5.T^ ownul, pi!)!!-*!! ;<!, iiadrvlited by the entire Faculty 
of the New York Colk'g? of M'Mlicinf, the whole nonflinal responsibility 
re-itini^ uf)on tsie devoted s!)oiilders ofD*. Parker. We have no doubt 
thnt ih'* J'»nrnal will !>« a good one ; but its object is loo evident to blind 
any m;ui — the wri'ing ol tlie Professors into notoriety, and the lobstering 
up of the school. Unkind, is it nor, Brother D\Vid» to out yoii adrift 
when yon lr.ivedon« so much in their favonr, and so little good has come 
out of it? We wonder not ih:it th'* Editors start with an edition oC3000 
and connt \\\yon the sate ol tli? whole ; we, however, trnst that they may 
have belter sueces-vin disposing of them — for nothing — than they did of 
the bundle addiessed to Mr. A. A, Pre *c err, of this Village, We are re- 
qnesietl by that Gentlemen to say to them that the copies are in the Post 
Oiiice subject to their orders — "catise, rehised," postage being unpaid, 
Tliey have also been offered to the M'dical Gentlemen of this Village 
and refused upon the snme grounds. Pay your postage, Messrs Editors, 
and the Journal will be taken out of the Post Office, whether it is sub- 
scribed for or not. The M 'dical xMouthly is published by the Faonlty of 
the New York College of M dicine, ni liiree dolhirs a year in advance;. 

By thewa"y, friend Parker, that invitation is subject to your orders. 
Do you take ? 



If there is nothing **new under the Sun," there certainly occurs at times 
something "extwemely** ridiculously new in Medicine. The latest piece 
oriiitelliiience is as Collowsi Atj old pensioner, in Montreal, did not 
live upon the most amieabli terms vviih his o!d "better half," and upon 
a certain day, forgettino" the precept—love, honor and obey — she was 
found away from **bed and board," in which situation she continued for 
two or three weeks. Her absence, and the knowledge of the nature of 
their domestic relations, led the neighbours to the suspicion that he had 
murdered her. Ho was therefore arrested ; and a search being instituted 
in the house led to the discovery of bones m the firc-pIace. The murder 
was out — another Parkman affair — and the man was incontinently hur- 
ried oil to Gaol. 'I lie bones were submitted to the critical and anatomi- 
cal examination of three Physicians of the Cily who declared them to be 
the hones of an aged female. This was a powerful link in the chain of 
evidence against the old mun who had "fought and bled for his Country" 
even upon th'i field of Waterloo; and who was not destined to be in- 
terred with tho<e honors which his long services justly entitled liim to. 
The day of trial arrived. Wu will pass over the opening of the case, the 



n^mf^ 



I 



1854.] 



EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 



210 



horrible details. of the murder and burning of the woman, and the extra- 
ordinary acumen and science of tlie Doctors as one after another, in the 
witness-box, was made to **di.«gorge*' his anatomical and forensic Ion*. 
It was going hard with the old man. The jrallows loomed in fearful 
proximity to his future happiness, when — who comes there? — Biddy her- 
self, fat, stout and hearty. She had not been murdered; but another 
murder — though not so grave — had been committed — that of a sheep, nnd 
the bones found in the hearth were those of the animal wliere tiiey had 
carelessly been thrown after dinner. It is not necessary for us to say 
where the Doctors were at this unexpected "knocking' into the head" of 
their evidence; our Readers will at once nnswer "no whar!" To make 
an entire old woman onto^ sheep bones — and not enough of them to oon- 
«truct the fiftieth part of the animal itself — is truly a novel and wonderful 
feat; and there will certainly now be nothing new under the *'Sun" of 
Medici«e. It was decidedly a sheepish affair and nothing **shorter." 



^ItonjT '^tVml Mli^t 



We are indebted to some unknown fri<Mid for a copy of the Albany Ar- 
gus, of the 6ih of January, containing a notice of the Commenct^Tient of 
the Medical College of that City. The Dc^gree of Doctor of Medicine wsis 
conferred by Hon. Ira Harris, President of the Board of Trustees upon 
twenty-two young Gi*nih^men. The ceremonies were cloj^ed vviih an 
able and excellent address deliver«d by Piof Cabr— Miceeshoi to Dr. 
Beck in the chair of chemistry, and which was listened to with much 
pleasure and marked interest by a large audience. 



f «0r)j flf frattical ^tWmt. 

— o — 
Agreeable to promise, we commence in the present Number a Monthly 
Record of Practical Medicine, n nde np ol Ft-hcncrip licm cur Gcndal In- 
dex. We have been unable to find room for the insertion of articles up- 
on Obstetrics and the diseases of Women and Children ; and although 
we devote ten pages to this Department we have been compelh'd to omit 
ihem as well as many other Interesting and practical items. They will 
finfl place in ensuing Numbers. With this la?t addition to the Lancet, we 
believe we have attained the point we have aimed at, to make our publi- 
cation not only the cheapest, but also one of the mo-t practical and var- 
ied, offered to the Profession. We siill claim originality for this Num- 
ber although our writing friends have not contributed all that was re- 
quired to fill it up. Every line published has been handed to our Com- 
positors in manuscript ; and the **Record" — containing thirty-eight sep- 
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arate;irticles or modes of treatment, by condensing and re-writing, al- 
lows the insertion of vastly more matter than our limits conld afford were 
we to transfer them as found in the Journals where they were first pub- 
lished. The two pnges devoted to Practical and Miscellaneous item?, will 
we trust, be found to contain paragraphs of pmctical interest upon the 
various departments of Medical Science, and which could not very con- 
veniently find place in the Record proper. The **Record" will be con- 
tinued in each Number, varying in length upon th« space left after in- 
serting whatever original papers we may have on hand. 



f «rraaiit liubcrsitg lleiital €allqt. 

The course of Lectures in the Medical Department of the University of 
Vermont, at Burlington, will commence on Thursday, the 23rd of this 
month. The Faculty have fully prepared themselves for discharging 
creditably to themselves and advantageously to the Students the duties 
of the respective Departments over which they preside. And we may 
be permitted to say that nothing will be wanting to make the course of 
instruction in this School as complete and practical as can be obtaitied in 
any other Institution. Clinical advantages will not be lost sight oi ; and 
we are led to believe that the materiel for this Department will be g.*ner- 
ously placed at the disposal of the Professors of Medicine, Obstetrics, 
and Surgery by the Physicians of Burlington and vicinity. 

Some changes have taken place in the Faculty since its organization; 
Professor Thayer has vacated the Chair of Surgery in our favour, and 
will fill that of Theory and Practice of Medicine and Pathology to which 
we had in the first instance been appointed, and M. Hbnby Er»i has been 
elected to the Chair of Chemistry. Professor Erni joins the Faculty with 
acquirements and qualifications which rank him equal to the most distin- 
guished chemists of the Countrjj. 

We trust to the pleasure of making tbe acquaintance of many of the 
Patrons of the Lancet through their Students; and should any of themy 
visit Burlington, during the Session, we extend to them the invitation of 
the Faculty to honour the University with their attentions. 



Memoranda, l^t. That the eijjhUi Volunje of the Lakcet closes with 
the next Number ; 2nd. That it is forced upon no one, and is in every in- 
stance discontinued at the expiration of the time paid for, notice of ex- 
piration being always given ; 3rd. That to secure un- broken files renew- 
als should be made with as little delay as possible ; 4ih. That our club 
terms are 3 copies, one year, for ^2 ; 6 copies ^4 ; 10 copies $6, always in 
advance, renewal of clubs at the same rates; 5ih. That bills of every 
specie-paying Bank in the Union received at par lor subscriptions, also 
Post-office stamps ; 6th. That we cannot supply any back Numbers of 
the past Volumes, and that the first two Numbers of this Volume are out i 
of print. I 
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DELIVERED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW tORK BY 

Professor Gunning S. Bedf^rd^ 



REPORTED FOR NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET, 

By T. a. GREGORY, M D. 

LECTURE XXXIX. 

Convulsions from suppressed Hruj)tjve diseastj in a little boy three years 
old; What is the conueciion b'lween Fnppressftl exanthemHtous nf- 
feciiorm and cunvnisions ? Dysmenorrhcea in a niarried womnn, 
aged 24 year?!, from stricture, o!' the cervix uteri. — R"t«»ntion of mine 
in an infant three days old. Ditf«Ter»ce helwei^n retention nnrf sup- 
pression. — Granular vaginitis in a married vvornnn, hjjhcJ 24 years, ac- 
conipunied with a tliicU creamy discjharge. — Epil-p:^/ in n girl, agetl 
20 years, from snppres^ion of iht* numses for the last 12 months; to- 
gether with SHnguineous engorgement of the uieius; the utility of di- 
rect depletion. 

Oonvulsions from suppressed eruptive disease in a little boy 
three years old— what is the connection between suppressed ex- 
anthematous affection, and convulsions. 

John Briqgs, aged three years, lias been sick (or a week ; he has no ap- 
petite, is feverish, and has had three convulsions within the last four days. 
You say, Madamj your child has \i^\i\i sick for a week ? Yes Sir. What 
was the state of his health previous to that time ? It was very good. 
Sir. What has been his condition for the last >^eek ? He has been very 
restless and feverish, Sir ; he sleeps heavily; and jumps about, and moans 
when he his in bed. When hnd lie the litst fconvulsion ? Last Thurs- 
day, Sir. Do you know what produced the convulsion ? No Sir, in- 
deed I do not. Had he eaten anything which disagreed with him ? 
No Sir. Had he been eating apples, or nuts, or raisins ? No Sir. Do 
you know whether he has e^rer passed any worms ? No Sir, I don't think 
he has ever passed any . Have his bowels be^'U confined ? No Sir, they 
were always quite regular. Do you know, my good woman, wheth-r 
your child has been frightened lately? Oh! no Sir, nothing of that 
kind. Have you -noticed since he was taken sick a wet-k ago any erup- 
tion on his person f Yes Sir — three days after he b«-gan to (h'clitie, I no- 
ticed some small rrd spots on his face, arms and neck ; but the next day 
they all disappeared, and then he had the spasiTi!^* iJe)*or«' your child 
became so sick tliai l^e was obliged to be kepi in bed, did he liave any 
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running from his nose ? Yes Sir, and his eyes were very weak. Did he 
vomit? Yes Sir. Has he ever had the measles.' No Sir; bui a Iriend 
of mine when she saw the spots o»i his person told me it was the measles 
he had. I think yonr fiicnd vvaS right, my j(ood woman You must 
not suppose. Gentlemen, that I have institurod the questions, which the 
mother of ihiscliild has just answered, without a motive. This little boy 
has been indisposed for a w»ek — and wi.thinf the last four days he has 
had three convulsions. What, under the circumstance?, is the first duty 
of the Physician ? Snrely,- not blindly ta prescribe medicine, but to as- 
certain if possible the ir^»e nututo of the aileclioii, Kind liie real nifaning 
of the convulsive spasm. Convulsions, as you have repeatedly been re- 
minded, are by no mer\ns uncommon in early lift; — indeed, they may al- 
most be considerd as i)eculiar fo tiris ago. Their Citufses are numerous, 
such, for example, as intestinal irritation, whether from improper food, 
worms, constipation, etc. ; deniilior), flight, cold, a sudden recession, or 
a sickly development, of the v.uious eruptive disease's are also to be class- 
ed among the influences capable of provoking the convulsive movement. 
Convulsions, especially in early life, an; aimoit always symptoTiiajtir^ or, if 
you choose, the result of indirect irritation of the spinal cord, and whether 
this irritation be produced by dentition, worms, or repelled exanthemata 
is for the Physician to determine. Now, in llie rase before u«* what ba- 
sis have we for a correct opinion } It appears that this little boy pre- 
vious to a week since, when his indisposition commenced, was a healthy 
child. For the last few days, however, he has been feverish, heavy, rest- 
less ; a slight eruption has a()peared oujiis face, arms an i neck — this re- 
ceded, and convuIsi,*ns followed the recession. I notice now on the neck 
and face some eruptive spots, which have th^' characifristics of measles 
— and I have no doubt that the convulsions are the direct effect of an 
abortive effort on the part of nature to throw tlie rubeolas eruption on 
the sttrface. This little [iaiient, according to the statement of the mother, 
has had the various symptoms of mea-les viz: general languor and rest- 
lessnessj heat Of skin, vomiilngi coryza, tlow oi' tears, etc., these two lat- 
ter symptoms showing th** conQeciion between rubeola and irritation of 
the mucous membrane; But what connection is there between sup- 
pressed exauthetnata and convulsions ? This is a question of unequivo- 
cal intexe&t, more particularly because of its direct bearitag on the thera- 
peutic management of cases in which, under the operation of a badly de- 
velojied, or suddenly receding eruptive affections, convulsions e4i§ue. We 
can, I imagine, experience no diiliculty in explaining this corMieolton. 
Although We do not know what the specific poisoii is, yet by general 
consent it is now admitted th;U meuSles, scarlet fever, etc., owe their ex- 
istMuce to a peculiar, but unitnown virus. That this poison is not fit to 
sojourn in the n'lowoi^/ is abundantly ])roved, I think, by the fact that 
nature, as a general principle, throws it ujion the surface. But when, 
from some contravention, she i* unable to dispose of it, the result of this ? 
inability is soon disclosed by the nervous disturbance, y/liicU ensues, and % 
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which frequently terminates in convulsions. How are the conynlsions 
produced ? This involves the necessity of another enquiry viz — where 
is the poison — is it in the l)tood, or is it in the secretions? It has been 
very satisfactorily proved that tlie poison, whatever may be its nature, is 
directly conimntiicable by the blood. You are aware that there are more 
or less constantly in the systeni various poisons — for example, urea, bile, 
carbonic acvdj the matter of perspiration, etc ; but with this fact you 
must associate another most important onf», viz : that provision has been 
made for the escape off these poisons through their respective emunctor- 
ies — the kidnies dispose of the urea, the intestines of the bile, the Inngs 
of the carbonic acid, etc. Have jfiou ever attended any cases of marked 
Jaundice ? If so, have you not sometimes observed the patient in the 
latter stages to become affected with coma ? Now, on what principle 
do you account for the coma ; or, in other words, is there any connection 
between coma and jaundice.' The explanation is this — the bile, instead 
of passing into the duodenum through the ductus communis choledockus, 
is absorbed into the blood ; the brain thus becomes poisoned, and lience 
the coma; so you see, this condition of the brain is not always dependent 
upon an increased afflux of blood to that organ. In exanthematous 
diseases, in which the eruption does not appear on the surface, or in 
w4iich it suddenly recedes, convulsions are not unlikely to follow, be- 
cause of the irtitation of this poison not onthi brainy but on the syinal si/s- 
ji Um. Then, Gentlemen, if this reasoning be correct, what is the precept 
jl to be deduced in cases such as the one before us, and what the treat- 
I ment to be pursued ? Obviously, to aid nature in her efforts to get rid 
j! of the poison through the great emunctory — the skin. 

I Treatment, This child, as soon as it reaches its home, should be put 
i into a warm bath, made a little stitnulating by a handful of mustard, 
1 It should then lake every hnlf hour, until the eruption is fully developed, 
I a dessert spoonful of the following solution : 
j R. Liq. AmmonioB Acetat. ^iv; 

I Emei. Tart. gr. i. Ft Sol. 

j The whole object, for the present, should be to direct to the surface — 
I and these remedies are well calculated to have that effect. Take your 
' child home, my p:ood woman — and be careful not to expose it to the 
cold. I will snnd a Doctor to attend to it. Thank you. Sir. Its drink 
1 should consist of rice-watt?r, barley-waler, cold water, etc. 
I Dysmenorrhoea in a married woman, aged 24 years, from stric- 
! iure 6f the cervix uterL — Mrs. H., married, aged 24 years, no children, 
I whose case was recorded in the Lancet for January, reports herself to- 
1 day much better, and says, that during b«*r last menstrual period, jhe 
! stiffered less pain than she had done any time (iuring the la.st eight years. 
I Tbife patient, Gentlemen, sutlerrd, as you will recollect, from painful 
I int^nstruaiion, the existence of which mliy be traced to numerous causes. 
1 I ascertained, on a vaginal examination, her dilHculty to be exclusively 
I due to a ai'^chanical obstruction, viz : stricture of the cervix uteri. I gave 
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her no, medicine, for the reason that no good would have been derived 
from it. Tlie remedy I employed was a small metallic male catheter, 
which you will remember^I introduced twice in your presence into the 
cervix for the purpose of overcoming the stricture. The result is that 
the patient is relieved. This is gratifying, and is substantial evidence 
that both the diagnosis and' treatment were correct. I shall introduce 
the instrument again for the purpose of more fully dilating the stricture. 
[Here the patient was placed on tlie bed, and the metallic catheter was 
introducpd in the same manner as d«»scribed in the January number of 
the Lancet.] 

Retention of urine in an infant three days old. Difference^ 1>e- 
tween retention and suppression.— Joseph Atkins, aged three days, 
is brought 10 the Clinique because of a swelling in the lower portion of 
its abdomen. That infant, Madam, is rather young to be brought here. 
Yes Sir; but the poor thing suffers so, I thought I would risk it. Where 
is Its mother, my good woman ? Sick in bed. Sir. What is the matter 
with this little child ? I don't know, Sir ; it cries all the time. Have its 
bowels been moved sinco its birth ? Yes Sir. Does it take its mother's 
breast } It did at first, Sir; but it refuses the suck for the last two days ; 
it is all swelled in its belly, and draws its little legs up, and moans all 
the time. Let me examine it. Madam. [Here the Professor made a crit- 
ical examination of the abdomen, which was distended and hard in the 
Hypogastric region.] Do you know, my good woman, whether this infant 
has passed its water since its birth ? Oh ! no Sir — that's what we have 
been trying to make it do. What have you given it .' All sorts of things, 
Sir! Mention some of them, if you please, Madam ? Parsley tea, and 
sweet spirits of nitre, and a good many other things!! Why did you 
give it these remedies ? To make it pass its water. Sir. You did very 
wrong, my good woman ; your motive was good, whilst your |/ractice 
was abominable. This little infant. Gentlemen, is labouring under re- 
tention of urine. You perceive here a circumscribed hardtumour) occu- 
pying'the greater portion of the hypogastric region. This tumour I need 
not tell you, is the distended bladder. The remedies, which have 
beerf administered to this poor little sufferer, so far frorri accomplishing 
any good, have tended directly to aggravate its distress; Parsley roOl 
and sweet spirits of nitre are calculated to produce, thrdugh their diuret- 
ic action, an increased secretion ol urine, and have no influence in over- 
coming retention. There is, as you know, a wide ditference between re- 
tention and suf)pression of urine. The latter U where the secretion is at 
fanit; the former is that condition in which there is an inability to' 
throw the urine from the bla Ider. Do you not at once perceive the im- 
portance of constantly bearing this ^distinction in mind in cases such a^ 
the one now before us ? Nothing save the most unpardonable careless- 
ness could possibly lead to error on this subject — see how simple the di- 
agnosis is. In retention, there is a circumscribed hard tumour in the hy- 
pogastrium. In suppression, on the contrary, there is no such tumour 

g;:aga**^=«g =~- -- ^ -^ ^ — . '. - ■^=^■^£^•5 



9. 



1864.] CLINICAL DEPARTMENT. 218 

for the reason that, as there is a suppression of the nrinary secretion, 
there is consequently no distension of the hiadder. The causes of reten- 
tion are numerous — it may arise from congenital malformation; a collec- 
tion of mucus in the urethra; spasmodic contraction of the neck o! the 
bladder, teething, worms, etc. In spealcing of the attentions necessary to 
the new-born infant, I have enjoined upon you the necessity of inquiring 
as to the condition of its bowels and bladder. Always on your first visit 
after the birth of the child which, as a general rule, should be made at 
an interval not longer than twelve hours from delivery, you should never 
fail to ascertain whether the bowels and bladder have been evacuated. 
If not, do not content yourselves with giving medicine, but proceed at 
once to examine whether there exists mechanical obstruction ; and 
whether, in the case of the urine, the absence of evacuation, be the re- 
sult of retention or suppression. Occasionally in the retention of urine 
in the new-born infant the bladder becomes enormously distended ; and 
in this affection, death may enf^ue 1st. from rupture of the bladder^ rup- 
ture of the ureters, inflammation of the peritoneum, and abdominal 
viscera, convulsions, coma, etc. 

Treatment. In the management of these cases, it is important, if pos- 
sible, to ascertain the true cause of the retenfion. In the case of this lit- 
tle infant, I cannot detect any congenital deformity — there is no obstruc- 
tion in the urethra, which sometimes exists in the form of a membran- 
ous band, nor can I perceive the presence of mucus in the passage. It 
may be that there is a spasmoilic contraction of the urethra near the neck 
of the bladder. At all events, one thing is quite obvious — if the child be 
not immediately relieved by having its water evacuated, it will unques- 
tionably die; and I shall, therefore, introduce this small catheter for the 
purpose of drawing off the urine. [The Professor mtroduced the instru- 
ment through which there passed by measurement four ounces of fluid. 
The child was ordered to be taken home, and if it should not pass its wa- 
iter ^voluntarily in the course of four hours, the mother was directed to 
place it in a tepid hip-bath, and keep warm flannels applied constantly 
•to the lower portion of its abdomen. The child was also ordered 3j of 
.castor oil, and to be put without delay to the breast.] Madam, follow 
these directions, and I will send a Doctor to see your child this evening ; 
should It be neceessary, he will draw off the water as I have just done. 
Thank you Sir. 

Qranalar vaginitis in a married woman, aged 24 years, aocom- 
fismied with a thick creamy discharge. Mrs. N., married, aged 24 
years, whose case was reported in the Lancet for January, returned to 
^day, and reported herself much improved. You all remember this case 
.Gentlemen, as one of interest ; and by reference to your pote-books your 
minds will be refreshed as to all the circumstances connected yirith it. In 
what respect, my good woman, are you improved ? The pai^ and dis- 
charge, Sir, have almost entirely left me. I am glad to hear it. This 
patient, in addition to the vaginitis, and thick creamy displ^arge, su^erejd 
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from diminished menstrual secretion wbicb, as 1 have told you, is not an 
unusual accompaniment of vaginal mucous discharges ; and the fact is 
explained in this way — the secretion of the discharge seems to bt*, to a 
certain extent, at the cost of the menstrual secretion, and you will find, 
that some women, in the enjoyment of fair health, too, have this sort of 
menstruation, in lieu of the trnecatamenial fluid. With the view of pro- 
moting an increased menstrual flow, I shall order for the patient the fol- 
lowing, two table spoonsfuls of which should be taken three nights con- 
secutively previous to her period. 

R. Tinct. Aloes. 0. §iij. 
SpUepsy in a gizl, aged 20 years, from sappresilon of the men- 
ses for the last 12 months, toi^ether witri sanguhieous eDgorgement 
of the uterus; the utility of dlreot depletion. Ann Taooart, »ged 20 
years, reached this country from Ireland one year ago; she has had sup- 
pression of her courses for the last 12 month?, not having had any return 
of them since her arrival here. Her mother says she is attacked with fits 
once a month, just about the time her menstrual function is due. Do yon 
know. Madam, when your daughter first had her courses ? Yes Sir; she 
was just turned of 15 years. Did they continue regular from that time 
until 12 months since when they became suppressed ? Yes Sir, and she 
was a very healthy girl. Do yon know what caused them to stop on 
her ? They stopped at sea. Sir. Did you have a very boisterous passage 
to this country ? Oh! Yes Sir; it stormed almost all the time, and 
we thought we would all be lost! Was your daughter much frightened ? 
Indeed she was Sir; and I think that's what did it. Welf, my good wo- 
man, you will find we entirely agree with you on this point. When was 
this young woman first attacked with fits? We had just landed two 
weeks, Sir, wh«n she had the first one. What kind of a fit was it ? Why, 
Sir, she fell down, and begun to foam at her mouth. Did fhe lose her 
senses ? Oh ! dear, yes Sir, she did'nt know anything. How long did the 
fit continue ? I dont recollect. Sir, — but after struggling lor some time, she 
would fall into a sleep How many of these fits has your Dangiiter had, 
my good wotnan ? She has them every month. Sir; and poor thing she 
is almost worn out with them. Does she have more than one fit at each 
month ? Yes Sir; she sometimes has eight or ten. When she is affected 
with the fit, is her breathing much oppressed, and does she become 
black in the face ? Oh ! Yes Sir, and it is dreadful to look at her. This 
girl, Gentlemen, presents an instructive case to you. There can be no 
doubt that she has been affected at each month with epileptic convul- 
sions — nor is there in my mind the slightest hesitation as to the true 
cause of these convulsions. This is but one of many similar cases, which 
have been presented to yon at the Clinique. What are the facts in the 
instance now before us ? Ist. This girl is 20 years of age; 2nd. She men- 
struated for the first lime when she was fifteen years old ; 3rd. Her men- Ij 
strual function was always regular from the age of 15 until 12 months l 
A since, when the function became suppressed, and during theperiod ofreg' % 
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arity Iter health was uniformly good ; iih. Her coQrses became suppressed 1 
at sea, under the operation of one of the commonest causes of this form 
of menstrual nberration, viz : fright ; 5th. One month after the suppress- 
ion, she was attacked with epileptic convulsions^—and these paroxysms 
have continued to (he present time every month, sometimes numbering 
eight and Cen, etc. If the^e facts are of any value, it is because of the 
demonstration they present as to the real source of the epilepsy. Do you 
not perceive from the statement of the mother that this patienr was al- 
ways regular in her menstruation until 12 months since, and that during 
the period of her menstrual regularity her health was uninteruptedly 
good f Again the first convulsion with which she was attacked occurred 
just two weeks after arriving in this country, and about one month after 
her courses became suppressed at sea from fright. Take these circum- 
stances together^ give to them their due measure of importance, and if 
they prove anything, they establish the very significant fact that the epi^ 
Teptic convuTtions are the result of the suppressed menstruation. I was 
curious to ascertain the true condition of the uterus; and accordingly, I 
examined the girl j}<r rectum. The organ is increased in volume, evi- 
dently the effect of a sanguineous engorgement. There is no unatural 
hardness, nor is there, as fur as I have been able to detect, any evidence 
of change of structure of the uteruii. It is simply a case of sanguineous 
engorgemenii a very common sequela of suppression of the menses. But 
you may, perhaps, ask how do you associate epileptic convulsions with 
menstrual suppression — and i- there really between these two conditions 
of system the relation of effect and cause ? In order to comprehend the 
modus in quo of the convulsive movement in this case, and connect it 
with the menstrual aberration, it will be necessary merely to refer to the 
two great physiological truths for which we are indebted to the resear- 
ches of Flour ens and Marshall Hall. The former has demonstrated 
thp.t muscular action' cannot be produced by irritation either of the cer- 
ebrum, cerebellum, or cerebral nerves, if the irritation be confined to 
these portions of the nervous mass — and he has further shown that mus- 
cular action can be produced only by irritation of the spinal marrow and 
mnseular nerves. This it will be conceded, was not only a brilliant rev- 
elation, but it must be considered' as one of the most important cfevelop- 
ments of modern physiology. This great discovery, however, needed 
one more fa-ct to impart to it its full' iriterest^r both in a physiological and 
pathological sense. The fact has been supplied by Marsitall Hall, 
who has demonsrrated that iYrilation of the spinal nrarrow may be exci- 
ted through certain incident excitot nerves. Before this latter fact was 
developed it was supposed that all nervous aberration, involving irritation 
of the spinal marrow, were cenfricyot in other words, were the result of 
an influence applied directly to the spinal cord. But now that the ac- 
tion of the inciflent excitor nerves is understood, we have another divis- 
ion of nervous disturbance, viz; eccentric^ in which an irritation is pro- 
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duced on the peripheral extremity of oim or more nerve?, and the im- 
pression thus made is conveyed by the nervous trimks to the spinal cord; 
the impression, which is independent nf mind, becomes a sensation, 
which results in a motor impulse; this tatter is reflected back to certain 
muscles, and hence a movement is pro<}uced. This constitutes what is 
known as reAex action. With these facts before you, there can be no 
difBcuItyi I apprehend, in understanding the influence of the snppressed 
menstruation in the production of epileptic convulsions. The uterus, 
under this arre^ of function, becomes the center of Irritation, which is 
conveyed through the excitor nerves to the (ipinal marrow, whence pro- 
ceeds a motor impulse, the result of which is spasmodic or convulsive 
action of the muscles. There are now two points to which for the instant 
I shall call your attention : 1st. Why is it thnt the epileptic fits are peri- 
odical, or occnr only at the time eorrsespomling with the periods at 
which the menstrnal function should appear ? 2nd. Why does the ner- 
vous disturbance assume an epileptic form, inj^tead of a cataleptic, hys- 
teric, tetanic, or the development of some other feature of nervous ab- 
erration ? To the first question I answer — iliat with the return of each 
month, the uterus becomes more or less engoryred with blood, constitn- 
ing the menstrual molifnen of which I have repeatedly spoken to you; 
this monthly engorgement cannot occni without, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, exciting increased irritation, and it is under the influence of this in- 
crease of impression that the epileptic spasm Is provoked. To the sec- 
ond question I answer — that in suppression of the menses, one woman 
win have intense headache, another hysteria, a third a species of mania, 
i^qther epifepsy, whilst another will escape all these evils, and the re- 
sulk will be sSniply a malaist, a sensation of undefined but general indis- 
position ; the assufpptioo of one or other of these various disturbances 
will depend upon 4, mj^titude of circ4im stances, such as idiocyncrasy, 
susceptibility to iimpressipn, etjB. I am not so sure that epilepsy and the 
rations o^er nervous perturbations of the system may not sometimes, in 
caeesofsnppression, be tracabfo to theaetion of certain acrid or poison- 
ous matter in the blood acting on one of the nervoiM centres — the brain or 
spinal cord.: The case before us, Oentlemen, is one which should im- 
press upon yoo the necessity of just discrimination. The whole practice 
of Medicine, I maintain,, stands upon a rational basU ; the more you see of 
disease,, and investigate its causes and phenoipena, the inore you will be- 
come convinced of this truth. Without this basis ygfi wot^fd^ I think, fall 
into serious error in your therapeutic management of this young girl. — 
The prominent, if not the absorbing feature of the c^se fQ an abstract 
mind is the epilepsy. But not so to the correct reasoper-rtq qne, who 
arrives at his conclusions, not from an isolated fact^ bt^t fro|9rf the aggre- 
gate of testimony. The epilepsy, in this instance, is not idiqp^^hic — it 
is a result, simply an efl*ect ol morbid action in the uterus, this piprbid 
action being produced by functional derangement of that organ. There 
can be no doubt of the connection occasionally existing between disease 
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oF the uterus, both fanctional and organic; and epileptic convulsions. 
We have had many PXBmptrs of thi^ ronn#«htion in the Clinique — and it 
will not be forjjottt^n how aatK^ifacturilyy nMtl»*r j»uch circumstances, the 
epilepsy yielded as soon as the uterine affection was controlled. Mak- 
ROTTE, in a paper recently publiffhed, has very fully confirmed this opin* 
ion, and decinces fronl his researches oil tMs subject the foflowin|i^ con- 
clusions: 1st. That epilepsy is not unfrequently produced by the de- 
rangements of menstruation : 2nd, That epilepsy^ when it does not orig- 
inate from these derangements, will become Hf^rmvated by thera : 8rd. 
That this affection wiU sometimes b**come developed, wben the men- 
strual function is perfectly regular. He might have added that the ep- 
ileptic paroxysm is occasionally the resirtt of orif/imK* disease of the uter- 
us, and also of displacement of ihis organ. Both Hysteria attd-lSpHepiy 
I have known to follow displacement of the uterusj especialljr reird-Vet- 
sion and ante«version. Is there anything remarkable inihis latter faci, 
or incapable of explanation ? I think not. In certrin sensitive women, 
the slightest dislocation of the uterus will give rise oftentimes to serious 
nervous disturbance; and in the more aggravated form< of retro-version 
and ante-version (from irritation occaMoned by pressure on the sacral 
and other nerves) it is not strange that Hysteria, epilepsy, and other ner- 
vous derangements should be the consequence. The interesting point, 
however, connected with this latter cause is the necessity on the part of 
the Medical man of accurately recognising its existence. Without this 
recognition, it can scarcely be necessary to add that all treatment would 
be unavailing. 

Treatmtnt, After this cursory review of the general features of the 
case before us, the question now presents itself— what is the therapeutic 
indication? Assuredly, if what we have said respecting the cause of 
this girl's difiiculties be true, there c*in be no hesitation as to the course 
to be pursued — our whole effort shouMl be directed towards the restora- 
tion of the menstrual function. The uterus is in a state of sanguineous 
engorgement, the direct result of the suppressed catemenia. At the time 
of the menstrual frto^tm^rij or fluitionary fnovement towards the organ, 
you have seen that the nervous distui^bance reaches its maximum o( in- 
tensity as is proved by the epileptic tWirvulsions; and after the period at 
which she should liave iiiehsirHatecl4las passed by, the excitement of 
system becomes mdch lessi and she is 'Comparatively comfortable. It 
would seem, thertfiHre; Ihat tlie inU{'catk>n is obviously to remove the local 
engorgement by prdiroliing the n-en^tri^Hl evacuation. Under the ciroum* 
stances, I have great confidence in direct depletion. I shall, therefore, 
order one dozen leeches to be a ppi led to the vulva one week before the 
expected mensrriiai period— ^and fdur-^tfys afterwards, the application of 
an additional half nozen. The warrH 'hip-bath to be freely used immedi- 
ately after the leeclJihg, and the patierft to be protected from exposure to 
cold, and all exdlilig influences. Shtltlld It become necessary, the local 
depletion to be o^sHtifiiiecl as just dire(jiM. The bowels to be kept soluble 
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by a wine-glass, as circumstances may require, of the following saline 
mixture : 

R. Sup. Tart. Potassa) > .. . 
Sulphat. Magnets ) ^ * 
Aqua di»tiUat. 0. Ft. Sol. 

Tiie diet to be stiictly vegetable. 

I shall not here speak of Tracheotomy, as recently recommended in 
the more severe forms of epilepsy, for we have already spoken of it else- 
where. 

[In addition the following cases were introduced at the CUnique: 
menorrhagia; polypus uteri ; spina bifida; carcinoma uteri ; abscess 
in the axilla ; defective menstruation ; hooping cough ; chorea ; diarr- 
h(Ba from teething ; anasarca from scarlet fever.] 
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Jlrt. If 0||.- %t Cast jf Crssiptlas ai i\t |a«. 

Dr. Nelson. 
Dear Sir :-In the December Number of your Lancxt I noticed a case 
of Erysipelas of the Face, reported by Dr. Cooley, of S. C, as having 
occurred in bis practice, and from some peculiarities attending it, I am 
induced to briefly review its history and treatment. 

On Sunday a man noticed two abscesses one below the cheek and the 
other on the temple. On Tuesday poultices were applied, and on Wednes- 
day the abscesses were opened, one discharging healthy and the other 
unhealthy pus. There was some redness and swelling of the surface, yet 
*'not more than is commonly seen attending abscesses of this descrip- 
tion." 

On Thursday there was *'not much swelling or inflammation," yet for 
fear there might be a "transfer of the inflammation from the surface to 
the brain" '*a full dose of calomel" was given, followed in six hours by 
8uper«tart-potass. This was intended to prevent a metastasis. Accord- 
ing to Watson such metastasis is rare, and in this case as there was "not 
much swelling or inflammation" and no unfavourable symptoms, it seems 
that the administration of such a purgative was at \ea.ai premature and un- 
necessary. The bowels certainly did not require it as they had been **free- 
]y acted upon" the day before by Rhei and Magnesia; and even if the 
symptoms had been such as to indicate danger of metastasis , the efficacy 
of calomel and cream of tartar to prevent such an occurrence is very 
doubtful. 

But Dr. C, says the physic "acted well, producing good bilious eva- 
cuations." What was there satisfactory about that ? Had the liver 
been in a torpid condition so that it became necessary to excite it to ac- 
tion by calomel, and jo that the production oCgood bilious evacuations" 
was so very desirable? Nothing is said of the existence of any disor- 
der of the liver. 

Notwithstanding the fear of a "transfer of the inflammation from the 
surface to the brain" on Thursday night a dose of tforphirie wasadminis- 
tered ; a drug which tends to produce a deterniinatlon of blood to the 
brain, and a consequent congestion of the cerebral vessels. 

On Friday morning "the brain became implicated as he was delirious." 
tt is to be regretted that Dr. C, was not more particular in his descrip - 
tioQ of the particular symptoms at this period of the case. The state of 
the pulse^ the temperature of the general surface and especially of the 
head and face, (except the seat of the external affeotion), the appear- 
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ance of the countenance whether turgid or pallid, drid the character of 
the delirium are not mentioned, and yet are of iitiportance as inaicatiog 
the kind of cerebral implication,!, e. whether there-was an active inflam- 
matory condition or not, and whether there was an anaemic or hypersemic 
state of the brain. 

True, he says ^'active cerebral inflammation was going on^' for which 
the temporal artery was opened. I am inclined to think the Dr., was 
mistaken about there being an active inflatnmatory state, and I form this 
opinion from the consideration of the well known tendency of erysipelas 
to produce a state of debility and general prostration o( the vital powers; 
and secondly from the fact that the strong antiphlogistic and derivative 
means which were adopted, such as bleeding, application of cold to the 
head, and of blisters to the neck and extremities, were of no avail, but 
on the contrary the patient "grew worse every moment." 

I believe it is generally admitted that the employment of antiphlogistic 
and depletive measures in erysipelas is appropriate only to the very earli- 
est stages of the disease; and even then with due reference to the state 
of debility which is so prone to come on in the later periods ot the natural 
course of this disorder; and there are good authorities who recommend 
the tonic and stimulating treatment from the first developement of erysip- 
elas. 

In this case of Dr. Cooley's I am convinced that an opposite course of 
practice would have been more beneficial, such as a judicious adminis- 
tration of Carb. Ammonia, wine and bark, and Tinct Ferri. Mar. etc.; 
and I am a little surprised that after the cupping, the opening of the tem- 
poral artery, the application of cold to the head had all proved useless 
and worst than useless, that then the patient should have been bled from 
the arm "as much as he could bear! " the head shaved and the cold dili- 
gently continued. "No internal medicine was administered, as he could 
not swallow." The action of swallowing is an involuntary one, and so 
long as the Medulla Oblongata is unaffected, may be excited by the stim- 
ulus of any substance applied to the fauces, thotigh the subject may be 
in an entirely unconscious state, as in cases of afjioplexy. I would ask 
Dr. C, if he tried to administer internal remedibs by placing them far 
back in the throat, as on the posterior part of (he tongue, and then leav- 
ing them to be conveyed to the stomach by ifae invdwntary action of 
swallowing ? 

He enquires, if death in this case was caused by metastasis, or by an 
independent Inflammatory action in the brain } 

Evidently not from metastasis for there was no diminution of the in- 
flammation of the surface; more likely frorrf an extenaion of the inflam- 
mation to the brain, find most probably from the state of debility and gen- 
eral prostration resulting from the natural cc/urse of the disease, and f. om 
the active depletory treatment. 
1 G. A. Dewey, M. D 

E Plattabi^rgii, I^. Y:; January, 1854. 
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Dr. Nelson. 

Dear Doctor : — Tho following case may prove of interest to you. 

A boy, eight or ten years of age, with ipara lysis of the Portio Dura, of 
a few days standin^r, was brought to me in Jan. 1861. His teacher play- 
fully exploded a percussion cap near him, which occasioned momentary 
fright — immediately producing a complete paralysis of that nerve; the 
mnsseter and temporal muscles not involved. 

The ordinary treatment was prescribed, after which, he passed under 
the care of another Physician, who applied the usual remedies for facial 
paralysis. I heard noil ing more of the boy until a (ew werks since, when 
I was informed by his father, that he had improved, although not re- 
covered. 

Why should the Portio Dura have been paralysed rather than the Tri- 
ge/nini ? Why should the nerve of excito-moior power instead of that 
8en:*atlon ? 

I have seen two other cases of paralysis, produced by fear, in both of 
ivhich, the motor nerves alone were affected. 
Very truly yours, 

Samuel W. Tiiayer, Jr., M. D. 
Korthfield, Vermont, January 1854. 



^ti, If ll.-fjiam in Imrutral Cflitimlsiirns. 

Dr. Nelso:«. 

Dear Sir : — After reading an article in your December Number com- 
municated by Dr. Nye, of Lynn, Massachusetts, upon ''the effect of Opi- 
um on pregnant women,** where two cases are cited which would lead 
ns to believe Puerperal Convulsions were induced by the use of that 
drug ; apd knowing from the frequent administration of the article in 
question during the period of utero- gestation that it does rvot always pro- 
duce such unpleasant circumstancef>, I feel disposed to forward the fol- 
lowing report of a case, in which it was used pretty freely without any 
untoward results. 

August ISth.j 1858, at A. M., I was called to see, Mrs. G., aged 26, 

black eyes and hair, of a nervo-lymphatic temperament now in the sixth 

month of hei second pregnancy. She had for the last previous five or 

six hours supposed she was in labour, (premature) suffering every ten 

minutes with strong bearing down pains. Her pulse 80 and full, tongue 

clean, secretions and excretions normal. Upon an examination, per va- 

ginam, I found the pains were not uterine, but were uaiversal muscular 

spasms. Being in the midst of a most distressing epidemic,* I had but 

. a few moments to devote to her case, I gave her Morphine 1-4 grain, 

I and left with a promise to return in an hour. At 10 1-2 a. m. I called 

\gSg^ _ ^ ._,...^ - ■ - - 
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ngain ; no amendment; I now weighed Opium Gam gr. vi, and admin- 
istered it immediately. I left again, and returned at 2 p. h., when I 
found no change except in the increased frequency and volume of the 
pulse ; without any further delay I corded the arm and abstracted twen- 
ty-five ounces of blood, ordered her an injection of assafoetida followed 
by the administration of one of the following pill«| every hour until three 
were taken : 

R. Extract Hyosciami gr.xij ; 

Gum Camphor, gr. xxxv. Ft. Massa, in pil. xii. Divid. 
After talcing the third pill, she was entirely relieved. Directed her to 
take a pill every six hours, and to u^e the injection and the pilU if any 
symptom of a return should occur. 

Tliere was an occasional recurrence up to the 27th of August, all of 
which promptly receded on the exhibition bfa pill. 

On the 28rd of November, after a tolerable severe labour of some ten 
hours duration, she gave birth to a fine male child weighing eight pounds. 
She got up in the usual time without any unfavorable result. 
Respectfully yours, 

John Swain, If. D. 

Ballardsville, Oldham Co., Kentucky, Jan. 1854. 



By Ariel Hunton, M. D., of Hyde Park, Vermont. 

Dr. Byrn, of New York, contributes an article in the December No. 
of the Lancet upon the treatment ol Gonorrhosa, the perusal o\ which 
has induced me to say a word as to the plan I adopt in this affection. It is 
a matter of surprise to the refiecting man to note the varieties of treat- 
ment of diseases and the success attending them. Each physician fan- 
cies his prescription preferable to that of all others. Dr. Byrn recom- 
mends the use of astringent injections, while many practitioners depreci- 
ate them in no measured terms. I do not^employ them as frequently as I 
formerly did; they are good in their place, but they should not be rec- 
ommended in the incipient stage, or until the febrile action has become 
subdued. I generally use them when the disease has passed into a state 
of gleet, a result I usually attribute to the taking of too much medicine. 
The injections should be mild, a decoction of some astringent vegetable 
with the Nitrate of Silver or Acetati) of Lead in solutiou. I am opposed 
to injections of Sulphate of Zinc, Copper or corrosive sublimate, tbey 
prove in the majority of casesj too irritating, and being satisfied that as- 

* I may here state that tlie epidemic was a severe Dysentery complica- 
ted with fever — she lay within the circle of the epidemic, where 1 was re- 
tained frequently 62 hours with patients, before seeing home. 
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l^ji. Nelson. 

pear Sir : — I have this, day received the January IJ^umber of the »Lan- 
^CET, and although the former Numbers have been crowded with interest* 
ing comrnunications and instructive items, I can boldly say that the Jan- 
nary Number of the. Lancet is more interesting than any other j^e^dical 
journal that I have had the pleasure of reading for the twelve months 
past. While scanning over the names of the additional subscribers 
since the last issue, I see stamped in the listroy valuefl friend and worthy 
Ko. LTiir. ». s.— VOL. vin.— wo. vni. .3 
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tringent injections predispose to .the forniation of strictjures, I have most- 
ly abandoned their use. For swelled or paiti(Ul , testis, I use cataplasms 
smeared with the kittridge ointment, the composition of wbick I made 
known to the Pr9fession, through ,the Lancer, two> years since ; and for 
pains in the loins, I apply the tincture of Iodine as recommended in the 
same Journal for Neuralgia. 

I .have had many cases of what some would call Gonorrhcea pura, 
which were as difficult to cure as the impure form. A gentleman of 
over ^ixty years, requested me to prescribe for a discharge from the pe- 
nis; I sporte^l with him about having the clap-;^ which I was confident 
he ha^not-;r^being satisfied that he had cohabited with none save his 
wife. J enquired if his wife was not suffering from the "whites," be an- 
swerejdthat she was, and that the discharge with him was always in- 
crease^ after sexual intercourse. I informed him that that was the 
source of his disease. The leucorrhoeal discharge in some women is oft- 
en ichorous and excoriates the parts ; in such cases it will affect the male 
and give rise to something closely simulating — if it is not — the venereal 
disease. 

•My first object in the, treatmeut of Gonorrhcea is to arrest all in^amma- 
tion and irritation. I give an infusion of some vegetable diuretic or de- 
mulcent to which a small qjiantiiy of nitrate of potash is added, a wine 
glassful to be taken every hoirr until the symptoms subside. If required 
the free exhibition of sulphate of JSj^agnesia. The next remedy is a mix- 
ture of two ounces each of Balsam ^Capaiba and spirits of Turpentine, 
.to which a strong solution of Liquorice root is added ; this will blunt the 
stimulating effect of the two remedies, and in a measure correct their 
pungent taste. A tea spoonful to be taken three times a day. When the 
disease degenerates into a gleet, Chloride of ,^ercury one grain, water 
one ounce, to which add a sufficient quantity of treacle, ^ve drops to be 
taken morning aii4 evening. At the end of one week add one drop, and 
thus continue increasing every week. The niercury to be taken in com- 
bination with the compound syrup of Sarsaparilla. 

This plan of treatment may be new to some of the Readers of the JLan- 
CET, but a long experience has convinced me of its success. 
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preceptor, Dr. James M. Sui.LivAN, who is jnstly ranked among the most 
sk'llful Practitioners of our country. He has (Jevoted his life so far to 
the practice of his Profession, and his labours have been as generally 
crowned with success as any Practitioner T have known from my earli- 
est recollection. For tlie future I can only say prosperity to his name. 

I must, however, not omit in the present communication to give you 
the notes of a case which fell under my care a few days since. The 
subject of this case was a married lady, a little more than three months 
ad'vanced in her first gestation. She had occasion to visit some of her 
friends on the 5th insl. Being an active woman, she concluded to walk, 
as the place where she desired to visit her friends was only one mile and 
a half from her own residence. After spendinc: the day with her friends 
on starting to return she was later than she anticipated, and to prevent 
being on the way after dark she walked and ra»\ alternately until she 
reached her home. 

During the night of the 5th she complained of pain and weight in the 
hypogastric region, however, not so severe as to dt^cm Medical advice 
necessary. The pain and wt^ight increasing, and n slight suppression of 
urine taking place, her husband consulted me. I recommended a dose 
of castor oil, after the operation of which a mixture of the Oumpli. Tinct. 
of Opium with Sweet Sprt. of Nitre, and the wartn hip-baili should the 
pain and suppression not give way to the other remedies, and also to 
confir^e herself to her bed and chamber for several days. I heard noth- 
ing more from her until the 9th, (the above treatment was recommended 
on the 7th,) when I was summoned to see her. I arrived at her residence 
at 8 P. M., and found her suffering severely from pain in the hypogastric 
region and with an almost complete suppression of urine. She complain- 
ed of no uneasiness about the stomach, the tongue was clean, and there 
was slight pain in the head; there was no general excitement as her 
pulse was at 83 neither full or strong-. From all these symptoms I came 
to-the conclusion that the suppression was the prlncif>al cause of all her 
sufferings, and that this depended upon a contraction of the sphincter 
ransclesof the bladder ; and" npon that conclusion I ordered that she 
should be immediately placed in a warm hip-bath, which was done; I 
requested her to make an effort while in the bath to pass water which 
she did and discharged" a considerable quantity. After remaining in the 
bath as long as s^e felt comfortable she was replaced in bed ; the pain 
in her abdomen not being relieved I administered 20 drops of laudanum 
in ll^ir an ounce of castor oil, and directed if the pain was not relieved 
by one o'ctock, A. M., to administer an anodyne enema consisting of 25 
drops Tinct. of Opium in a small quantity of starch water ; I also left 
her a diuretic to be used during the following day. I left her at 10 o'- 
clock, hoping tofincJ> hep improved. The next evening, however, before 
the time at which I promi€ed to see hor, a messenger came in haste af- 
ter me and requested my presence at the earliest hour possible. I started 
forthwith as I feared that Abortion might possibly take place. On my ar- 
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rival I found her still sufferlnj? with severe pain oil over her *Mo\ver atotii- 
ach" as she termed it. She had hnd two operations from her bowelfl 
since I left her ; very littli^ <liincMlty jn )ja:^siti;r \r tter more than fre- 
quent desires. The laudanum had no eflect as regaids making her'sleep 
or arresting the abdominal pain. The piilse was now at 80, neither 
full or strong, no head-acho, tongue clean, no tenderness under pressure, 
no tympanites, nor any other symptom that wotlM lead me ev^n to think 
of Peritonitis, while at the same time the pains were not irregular as la- 
bour pains, but continued all the time equally severe. I was now some- 
what do<iblful as to thf* true condition of my patient, and therefore taxed 
my reasoning powers for some time, and could come to no other conclu- 
sion than that the uterus and its appendages were the seat of mischief. 
I determined to make an examination per vaginam in order tliati might 
ascertain the tfue condition of the organ. 

T made a proposition to that elFect which she readily consented to; but 
before commencing my investigation she said * Doctor, the pain is so 
severe, and the weight so great, that it appears as if something was tear- 
ing loose within me." T then felt confident that the evil was connected 
with that organ. Upon introducing my finger into the vagina I found 
the uterus much lower in the pelvis than natural, and introducing two 
fingers of my right hand I pressed the utertis slightly backwards and up- 
wards. It gave to tlie pressure of my fingers and appeared to rise up 
in the pelvis. 

After raising perhaps an inch I discontinued my manipulations ; when 
she said **press harder "Doctor, it gives me relief." I then raised it about 
another inch, this being as high as it could be raised I siipported it for 
some ten or fifteen minutes during which time the pain completely 
ceased, and on withdrawing my fingers it did not return immediately 
as I anticipated, but the uterus gradually deiicending grained its former 
position within forty eight minutes, with an equally gradual return of 
pain. I raised the uterus in the same manner the second time and sup- 
ported it at least for a half an honr ; (I had no pessary with me ;) elevat- 
ing her hips and lowering her head I withdrew my fingers, the pain not 
returning in two hours, I introduced my index finger the third time, and 
found the uterus in its proper place. The patient went to sleep in a 
short time. I left her sleeping finely and wiiho-ut pain. I visited her 
the following day, and found her free from any uneasiness, saying that 
she felt perfectly well. No medicine was given from that time. She 
was kept in bed for several days, and though she is now sitting up in 
her chamber, she has not had the slightest return of pain since. 
Yours truly, 

H. C. CooLET, M. D. 
Laurens Court House, South Carolina, Jan. 14th, 1864. 
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ExtRACTS FROM tHE Editor*s Index Rerum. 
Practice of Me^cine and Therapeatios. 



Absxnic. 

Arsenic, 



Atropine. Anasarca. 

rules for the administration of. 1. It is contraindicated when 
there is a feverish state of the general system* quick pulse, hot 
skin, etc. ; 2*. It should never be given on an empty stomach ; 
t. Should not be given in increasing doses, tbis is a fatal and 
almost liniversal mistake ; 4.Five m'iniras of Fowler's solution 
three times a day is the largest dose required; 6. This quantity 
mixed wjth the food will not irritate the stomach or bowels, 
but will in a few days produec an itching or smarting of the 
conjunctiva ; it will appear slightly inflamed, and the lower 
lid soon becomes a little puffed up and swollen. The cutane- 
ous disease will now begin to decline, and the dose must be 
reduced to 'i minims ; 6. If the conjunctiva continues to be 
niuch inflamed, reduce the dose still further, but the memb- 
rane'should be kept tender throughout the whole course; 7. If 
the skin becomes more inflamed) the course must not be in- 
terrupted, but a few leeches are to be applied to the margins 
of the diseased portions, or an occasional aperient exhibited ; 
o. The arsenical course must be continued — in chronic cutan- 
eous affections — for as many months after the final disappear- 
ance of the eruption as it has existed years before. 

AtRoriNE, use of the Valerianate of. In epilepsy, it cures all the young 
subjects, adults as well as children, when the disease is recent,* 
and is neither preceded nor followed by mental derangement. 
In epilepsy of long standing, or complicated with alienation, 
it does not cure, but it ameliorates the patient's condition, in- 
creasing the lime between the intervals of attacks and lessen- 
ing their violence. The dose varies from one-hundrtth to the 
twenty-fifth of a grain daily; must not exceed one-fiftieth in 
young subj;-cts. After administering the medicine for one or 
two weeks, omit it for the same space of time, and then re- 
sume it. The salt is preferable to the combination of valer- 
ian and belladonna. — Gaz. Medicale de Paris. 

ANASARCA, Sulphate of Manganese in. Ascites and general anasarca fol- 
lowing intermittent fever, after resisting treatment by nitrate 
and acetate of potash and digitalis/ squills, scammony, etc., 
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Bowels. 



Castor Oil. 



Cutaneous Diseases. 



Diabetes. 



was relieved by the salplmte of manganese. — Journal de Me- 
decine de Bordeaux. 

Bowels, Chloroform in obstruction and spasm of the. Admini9tered to 
a greater or less degree of anaesthesia it produces a correspon- 
ding degree of resolution, and taking advantage of the relaxa- 
tion, give enenaata, either stimulating, mucilaginous or oily, 
and in a short time fecal discharges will takf> place. The in- 
halation to be repeated p. r, n. — Charleston Med. Journal. 

Castor Oil, saponification of. Mixed with soda it forms a species of 
hard white soap which, given in pills, forms an excellent lax- 
ative preparation. The oil becomes very quickly and readily 
saponified with all the alcalis. — Gaz. Med. 

CuTATfEous diseases,' Guano in. Remarkable results have followed the use 
of guano in pemphigus, psoriasis, chronic eczema, and in ar- 
resting the excessive suppuration and degeneration of tissues 
in scrofulous ulcerations. Solutions of the same substance 
have radically cured extensive ulcerations of the cornea also 
leucomas and thick albugos, and the eye has regained its na- 
tural transparency. It has also cured tinea. Internal remedies 
are not to be neglected while the guano is employed external- 
ly: fiive iodine infavus; arsenical preparations in certain 
severe herpetic affections; iron and iodine in scrofula; mer- 
cury and iodide of potassium in syphilis, etc., and purgatives 
in ail cases. From one to four ounces of guano to a pint of 
watei is the proportion for the solution ; it must vary accord- 
ing to the inflamrnatory condition of the affected parts. Boil 
the solution and filter. Guano 5j» lard Sj» to make an oint- 
ment. — Rev. Therap. du Midi 
b. Wilson's ointmeni for : 

R. Cerae flavse § j ; 

Adipis ppt. ) - . 

Sevi pjjt. 53^J- 

01. J^uniperf pyrolig.J xvj. — Pharmaceut. Jour. 
Diabetes. 1. Many persons arel affected with diabetes, and may be so 
for years, without it being suspected, the ordinary symptoms 
of the disease being either absent or very obscure; 2. The 
urine of persons complaining ofhabitual fatigue and debili- 
ty of the lower extremities should always be examined; 8. 
tJrine of the normal density may contain sugar, and it may al- 
so happen in debilitated subjects, that diabetic urine is less 
dense than in the normal' state ; 4. It appears that the sacha- 
rine liquor can undergo a change through which it becomes 
incapable of exhibrting the small quantity of sugar the urine 
may cbntain ; 5. Sugar may be present in the urine in a small 
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Diabetes. Dysentery, Fever. Head-achk. 

qnantily though sufficient to constitute diabete?, without, how- 
ever, the polariineter indicating its existence ; 6. The pres- 
ence of a salt of ammonia In the urine of diabetic patients caa 
prevent or weaken the reduction of the binoxyode of copper 
by glucosine; 7. In this case, an exce-s of canstic potash fa- 
vours reaction, or even determines it wiien it was otherwise 
impossible; 8. Diabetic persons are subject to pustular and j 
luronculous eruptions and necrosic phenomena which may be fj 
the preludes to ga.grene, of which fiv(» examples are on re- |; 
cord; 9. It is of the highest importance to test the urine of j| 
persons affected with cutaneous atfections and gangrene just |' 
alluded to; 10. Glucosiue may possibly occasion parnphle- |l 
gia as it is known to produce amaurosis; therefore we should '1 
examine the urine of paraphlegic and amaurotic patients; 11. 
'f he treatment of paraphlegia from glucosine, should before 
all be that of ghicosine; 12. We are led to the supposition 
that the abuse of sugar in alimentation may become a cause || 
of paraphlegia and of amaurosis; and it is not improbable } 
that the increasing number of paralytic cases observed at the I 
present day may in part be attributed to the abuse of sugar. — [ 
Presse Medicale. I 

Dysentery and Chronic Diarrhcea, iodine enemata in. The efficacy of 
enemata containing Nitrate of Silver In these affections is 
well known, and the followinn preparation of iodine is not 
less beneficial : 

R. Iodine, 0,25 to 0,50 

Iodide of Potassium q. R. !■ 

Distilled water 80 to 90 grammes. (i 

To be injected twice in 24 hours, and though less seldom three il 
or four times. If there is tenesmus and the patient cannot '■ 
retain the injection, add 10 to 15 drops of tincture of opium ; |j 
and as a vehicle instead of water use a mucilaginous solution. |i 
Henle's Zeitschrift. | 

Fever, Sulfo-tartrate of Quinine in Intermittent. A mixture of equal 
quantities of Sulphate of Quinine and tartaric acid is more 
energetic than the same dose of quinine alone, more beneficial 
because a smaller |X)rtion will master every attack of inteimit- 
lent fever, while in respect to economy it is preferable to the 
salt of quinine. Generaljy speaking it requires one half less 
I of this preparation comparatively to the sulphate of quinine. 

The sulfo-tartrate of quinine acts more energetically dissolved 
in a small quantity of vehicle and taken during the sweating 
. stage. — L'Abeille Medicale. 
I Headache, sick. Half a drop of croton oil every hour until free cathar- 
M sis is produced. Three to five doses generally required. The 
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headache in the majority of case? is more dependent upon dis- 
ordered stomach, in which cases the cure is hastened and the 
action oftlie oil facilitated, by the previous admini-stration of 
an emetic of Ipecacuanha. When the disease is attended 
with distressing dyspnoea, and if complicated with uterine af- 
fections, emetics become almost indispensable. 

LntE. Saccharate of. Saturata simple syrup with lime and filter. 

Use, to correct the acidity of the stomach, and in diarrhoea. 
Given in milk or water in doses of 16 to 30 drops for children, 
and from one to two and a half drachms for adults. 

Phlebitis, abortive treatment of. Whether the inflammation of the veins 
results from venespQlion, or whether it is the sequela of typho- 
id fever or other diseases, blisters will generally cure the dis- 
ease in a few d;»ys. Tlie blisters are to be applied over the |j 
whole tract of the inflamed vein. — L'Abeille M°dicHle. i 

Pharyngitis, chronic. The following may be applied to the throat with || 
a camel's hair pencil, once or twice a day, or as often as there ! 
is a tickling sensation and a desire to cough. The prepR ration 
should be at hand during the night that Mie cough may be ar- i 
rested at once, should it become troublesome : i 

R. Todid(*. potassium, 5 j i 

Iodine, 5 ss; • j 

Water, § j ; ; 

CJnm arable ) «r •• ir i • nj- j w' 1 

,,T, . > 3 n- — Memphis Med. Kec. 

White suiirnr ^ ^ J i , 

TAENIA Treated by the oil of Pumkin seeds. The patient was requir- : 

to fast rigidly for 24 hours; §<sofiheoil was given irf the : 
morning, and the same quantity two hours after ; in two 

hours nfter the last dose, §j of castor oil was taken, which | 

purge(i freely bringing away a considerable quantity of the I 

worm. The common pumkin seed is rubbed up with warm \ 

water and milk and sweetened, this preparation will answer j 

as well as the oil. — West Chester Medical iteporter. j 

Vomiting, f-trychnine in nervous. A man aged 5l years had for some | 

twenty years suffered with severe and incessant vomiting, and j 

of iRte had increased to such a degree that the stomach would j 

tolerate nothing but a paste made of buckwheat flour and wa- j 

ter. He had become extremely weak and emaciated. A va- i 

riety of re|nedies had been employed in vain, when he was j 

ordered to take one tenth of a grain of strvchnine night and 1; 
■■I . ' ti 

jl morning, its use to be discontinued at the first manifestation Ij 

'I of tetanic rigidity and spasmodic contractions. In eight days jj 

;i the stools had become nearly normal, and the stomach could j 

I tolerate and digest light food, such as eggs, milk, bread, white ; 

S meats, and a moderate quantity of wine. During the second S 
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Abscess. Bubo. ^Ghordee. Eus'S^chian Tube. Eah. 

.yreek he took the tenth part of a grain of strychnine three 
.ti^es a da^» and at the end of the third week he could eat 
.^^^9ti,t,much difficulty ; his strength, in a great measure, re- 
.tj^rned, and he attepded to his usual duties. In order to re- 
build his ^^elapidftted constitution, and to remove entirely the 
disorder qf.the nervous system, he was during the fourth week 
ordered aVong with the stipychrvine a diet more animal, with 
preparations of iron and valerian at each meal. 
Practice of Smigery. 

Abscess. Iu abscesses symptomatic of distant osseous lesipns, introduce 
one, two, or three setons ; they not only allow ^the exit of the 
pus but they also modify the nj\lure of the suppuration. Hec- 
tic fi'vcr is rarely a result of this,treatment ; the cavity becomes 
closed, and resolution frequently takes place. — L' Abe i lie -Med. 

Bubo. In ^ppurating syphilitic bubo inject a solution of 30 grains of 

nitrate of silver to 5 j of water: adhesive inflammation will 
fQl.l^v7, and this treatment is recommended as preferable to 
destroying the skin by the Jlcnife or potassa fusa, and awaiting 
the .tedious process of granulation. — Med. Examiner. 
^Ghordee, to prevent. JThe ordinary remedies for chordee having failed^ 
the penis Mras immersed in cold water, and the moment it had 
returned to its na^^ural st^te ofilaccidity, collodion was paint- 
ed over the entire length ql the organ includir>g its prostadc 
portion. The effect was rema];k{^ble, and the patient experi- 
enced no further inconvenience from the erections, and but 
slight pain in passing water.-*^ed. Central }2eitung. 

Eustachian tube. This plan is recommended" to determine whether the 
tube is obstructed or not : Carefully close. the external ear by 
pressing the cartilage over it, and place a smajl stethescope 
firmly upon it so as to completely close the meatus. If the 
tube is unobstructed, sounds in speaking, whistling or cough- 
ing, and even tbe passage of the air in breathirrg are distinctly 
heard. — Richter. 

Ear, Foreign bodies in the. Tbe easiest and. most successful plan 

of removing foreign bodies from the ear, in children especially, 
is to have the head inclined to one side, and with a good sy- 
ringe throw a sudden and quick stream of tepid water in tbe 
ear, the part at the same time to be drawn in various direct- 
tions that the water may pass to the bottom of tbe meatus. 
Should the body not be immediately ejected, let one or two in- 
jections be thrown in the next day, and the object will be at- 
tained. -rL'Abeille Medicale. 

Epiphora. Slit open the canal from the punctum to a point in apposition 
\ with the oqplar conjunctiva, and keep the wound open with a jB 
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probe, tlins forming a sort of groove for the tears. This plan 
socceeded in one out of three cases. — Edin. Med. Journal. 
FKACnjRB, of the radius. Reduce the fracture and bandage the arm 
loosely, place a compress the width of the wrist and 1-4 inch 
thick on the outside of the wrist below the fracture. Place an- 
other compress along the inside of the forearm extending down 
to the fracture and graduated to prevent the approximation of 
the two bone?. Retain the compresses in their places, flex the 
hand moderately upon the forear«i, and apply over all, from a 
little above the elbow down to the fingers, a gummed or dex- 
trined bandage. Place the arm in a sling. li there is much 
inflammation^ the bandage must be deferred until it has been 
subdued by proper measures, but flexion of the hand should 
all the while be maintained. This position of the hand is to 
•bring into use the tendons of the extensor muscles and the pos- 
terior annular ligamen-t in keeping the fractured bone in its 
proper position. 
1di. Immoveable apparntus for. Prepare and wet with water a 
many-tailed bandage. Sprinkle upon each strip thoroughly 
drir>d plaster of Pari?, and apply the bandage. It is perfectly 
dry and solid in a few seconds — as soon as the plaster sets. It 
maintains its own extension and counter-extension, and the 
limb cannot consequently easily shorten. To prevent irritation 
of the skin pass a roller round . the limb before applying the 
plastered bandage. — Iowa Medical Journal. 

Gleet. S. Bals. Tolu 

I^iq. Snb-acet. Plumbi 
01. Lini g iv. 

Reduce the balsam to a fine powder, add 5 "j each of the oil 
and water, then make an emulsion of the whole by adding 
gradually the remainder of the oil. — Revue Medicale. 

Goitre. In a. cyst of the thyroid body, of 16 years growth, an opening 
was i;nade with a trochar at the inferior and median portion 
of the tumour, and from which issued through the canula 156 
grammes of a brownish fluid. Tincture of iodine was imme- 
diately injfcted into the sac. In four days the tumour had 
nearly acquired its original size, but it soon began to diminish 
and in 26 days the sac was obliterated, and there remained 
nothing but a solid mass, the size of a nut^ to mark out where 
the enormous sac had for so tnany years existed. — Gazette des 
Hopitaux. 

Gonorrhcea. Rest, saline purgatives and di.Iuent drin.ks, with pure cold 
water freely injected into the urethra every fifteen minutes. 
On the second day, or as soon as all the excitement 
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L 



is subdued, 2 grains of sulphate of zinc to one ounce of water 
is to be injected in place of tlie cold water once in 15 minutes 
during the day. From three to seven days are required for a 
cure. 
b. One part of Chloroform to two parts of mucilage forms an ef- 
ficient injection. — London Lancet. 

Hernia, successful treatment of strangulated inguinal, by the cold 
douche. The patient had been suffering for several hours, 
and the means employed to release the constriction and return . 
the intestine proved fruitless The patient was stripped, and 
placing him in the most convenient position for taxis, and 
without giving the least warning, a pail-ful of cold water was 
poured from a height of several feet immediately upon the tu- 
mour and part of contraction. The patient was violently 
convulsed for a moment, the constriction released at once, and 
the intestine returned. — Am. Jour. Met!. Science. 

Hydrocle, radical cure by the ai>plicntion of Nitrate of Silver. After 
draining off the fluid contents of the tumour in the ordinary 
way, introduce through the canula a common probe the end 
of which is coated, for half an inch or more with nitrate of 
silver. The extremity thus charged with the caustic, is car- 
ried lightly over the serous surface of the tunica vaginalis, in 
various directions, and then removed. Some pain will be felt 
during this part ot the operation. The patient is to keep 
quiet, and cooling lotions are to be applied should the inflam- 
mation be at all severe. The pain lasted three or four days, 
when it ceased altogether, leaving the scrotum of its natural 
size. There has since been no return of the symptoms and 
the cure is considered a complete one. — N. Y. Medical Jour- 
nal. 

Laryngeal Polypus. The patient was seven years old, tracheotomy 
proposed but objected to,. other means used but without avail. 
Examination after death revealed a red, somewhat soft tu- 
mour, studded with protuberances, of size and form of a flat- 
tened strawberry, passing from the arytenoid cartilages to the 
right ventricle. The posterior and left lateral portions of the 
glottis were closed by the polypus, occupying about three 
quarters 6f the opening, and attached to the larynx by a very 
wide base.-'Gaz..Med. de Strasbourgh. 

Metacarpal bones, new process of amputating and resecting. 1. Make 
an incision on the dorsum of the hand andexposethe diseased 
bone ; 2. A curved needle fixed in a handle is passed under 
the bone in the manner done for securing arteries; 8. Attach 
a chain-saw to the needle, and draw the needle back. A few 
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Metacabpal Bones. Maxillary Sinus. Opthalmia. Ribs. Syphilis. 

motions of the saw from «ide to sMpi will cut through the bone 
The operation is to be finished by the ovalar method. The 
bone is sawed more rapidly and easily and wKhottt disturbing 
or wounding the neighbouring parts; the divided portion of 
bone is removed tuithont cutting in the palm of the hand, the 
situation of large nervous branches and the palmar arches, the 
ligature of Wbich between the adjoining metacarpal bones is 
always extremely difficult, are uninjured. Finally the palm 
of the hand being untouched, the sequences such as suppura- 
tion, fever, reaction, etc., are less, and the cure is consequent* 
ly accelerated. — Bn'll. de L*Academie des Sciences. 

Maxillary Sinus, dropsy of the. A trocar Was thrust obliquely in the en- 
larged sinus immedietely above the first small molar tooth, 
and a quantity of brownish fluid escaped through the canula. 
As soon as ihe swelling was emptied as much as it could of its 
contents, pure tincture of iodine was injected in the cavity; it 
remained longer than was desired from its forming a coagul- 
um with the fluid that had remained in t1ie sac, and which 
was only imperfectly wished our. f^o pain attended the ope- 
ration, and the patient was discharged cured on the ninth 
day. — Gazette des Mopitaux. 

Opthalmia. Whatever may be the nature and severityofca'»es of extern- 
al opthalmia — blepharitis, conjnnctiviii.«, superficial l^eratitis, 
use the following treatment : The patient is to lay down, and 
apply upon the lids small compresses moistened with a solu- 
tion of nitrate of silver 5 centigrammes to 30 of distilled water. 
Cover the compresses with cotton wool and retain them by a 
bandage. Remove the dressing in one hour, wash the eyes 
with tepid water, and in the majo'-iry of cases this will end 
the treatment, and bring aboat the cure. — Bull, de L'Academ. 

Ribs, treatment ol fractured. Apply four or six strips of adhesive 

plaster on the chest, so that they cross each other over the 
fracture, and then cover the injured side of the chest with si- 
milar strips extending from the spine to a short distance be- 
yond the sternum. This secures sufficiently the ribs of that 
side, while the other side and the abdorainlil muscles are al- 
lowed tolerable freedom of motion, and enabling the patient 
lo breathe almost as well as in heahh«. Absolute rest to be 
enjoined on the patient. — London Lanceti. 

Syphilis, treatment of Congenital. As the ordinary mercurial prepara- 
tions administered to children are often attended with difficul- 
ty, and producing diarrhoea are !».pt to run off by the bowels* 
it is recommended to have apiece of flannel smeared with 
mercurial ointment and to be worn constantly on the child's 



K 



n^-ffTianiit 



t\ 



2a9 



Tok-Nail. 



NELSON'S AMERICAN LANCET. 



Tendons. 



[MARCH 



Tracheotomy. ;| 



abdomon, never omitting, l)owever, 5f the child nurse?, to ad- 
minister mercury to the mother. Small doses of the bichloride 
may l>e given without risk of any evil consequences even at 
the most tender age. The dose usnaiiy given to an infant of 
fromr otie to two months is about otie-ninetieth of a grain m 
floftttion three times daily; and it is usually combined with as 
tttxich of the linclfire of opium as mny bo necessary to relieve 
the ex.reme restlessness ^liich often attends the disease. — 
London Medical Times A Gaietio. 

ToK-NAiLS, ice in the removal of. Finely powdered ice mixed with a 
sufficient quantity of salt, and enclosed in a thin cloih is ap- 
plied to the part. Perfect anaesthesia is produced in from 
live to six minutes when the nai( may be divided into two 
equal portions lengthwise, aud torn from its position with 
forceps, without pain. Apply compresses of coid water to 
the part for the first twenty four hours^ and then dress with 
simple cerate. 

Tracheotomy new mode of performing. The difficulty and danger ia 
performing this operation depends much upon the mobility of 
the parts interested in the aperation. These are avoided by 
Crassaionac's mode which is as follows t The cricoid carti- 
lage can in uH cases and at every age be readily recognized 
and it forms the land-marks for the operator. Firmly iix a 
grooved tenaculum in the inferior border of the cricoid carti- 
lage ; and if by any possibility its true position is somewhat 
obscure, start irom the sternal nonch and run the finger up- 
wards till it strikes against the first resisting point. The tra- 
chea is now immoveably fixed, now take a bistoury, and with- 
out hesitation following the groove of the tenaculum, with one* 
stroke divide three or lour rings of the trachea. This division 
can be performed with impunity in the adult; but in children 
the moment a sufficient opening is made introduce a probe- 
pointed bistoury and divide the rings. Introduce the dilator 
which may also be made to follow the groove in the hook. 
The canula can now be introduced without difficulty. — iiuU. 
do L*Acaddmie des Sciences. 

TsNDOHiSj union of divided. The extensor tendons of the arm were di- 
vided by a sabre. The wound healed by the first intention 
leaving the third and little fingers inextensible. One month 
after the cicatrix was cut open^ and the divided extremities 
of the extensor communis united by a stitch. The wound 
healed kindly, the suture came away on the seventh day, and 
the fingers which had been paralyzed resumed their functions, 
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and the pntieni's hand became m strong* as ever.— Bull, de 
L'Academi(»de8 Sciences. 

Tetanus. A case of well-characterized traumatic tetnnus was success- 
fnlly treated by large do»es of tartar emetic. — L'Abeille Me- 
dicale de la Louisiane. 
b. Two cases of traamatic tetanus were treated by the applica- 
tion of ice to the head and spine ; and although the patients 
recovered the cure cannot be attributable to the ice, as opiates 
mercurials, and Injections of assafoetida had been freely em- 
ployed. — N. y. Medical Times. 

Traumatic Gangrene. A peculiar variety of gangrene — from contusion 
— has been lately noted, wherein death resulted from the de- 
velopment and circulation of putrid sras in the veins. It oc- 
curs in gangrene resulting from a violent contusion of the tis- 
sues and the ga* may circulate with the blood, and destroy 
life by rapidly poisoning the economy. Although this acci- 
dent is excessively dangerous it is not absolutely beyond the 
resources of !lledicine. One case recovered after amputation, 
and during which bubbles of gas esca^ied from the divided 
extremities of the veins. — Comptes Rendus de l*Academie des 
Sciencs. 

X>iseaird8 of Women and Children. 

Amenorbbcea. If the patient is weak and delicate, order a generous diet 
and preparations of iron. If ptetlroric, with headache, flushing 
of the face, order ligljt diet, gentle exercise, and alterative and 
saline medicines. Should these prove ineflicient, apply largo 
mustard plasters to tbe breasts and inner and upper parts of 
the thighs, alternately, night and morning, during hve or six 
day.-*, every four weeks; feet in hot water night and morning ; 
if there is pain in the hypogastric and ovarian region?, apply 
large warm linseed poultices sprinkled over with laudanum; 
if there is local congestion, a few leeches to the vulva every 
month. When the disease is connected with deficient uterine 
and bodily development, the same local treatment to be used, 
but for a longer period. Paiss electric currents from the hypo- 
gastric to the sacro-lumbar regions, for an hour night and 
morning, during the week that local means are employed. If 
there is any morbid functional condition correct it, and then 
give mineral and vegetable tonics, iron more especially; gen- 
erous diet, moderate food, exercise, and cold bathing. When 
the disease is traceable to chlorosis, phthisis, scrofula, etc., 
employ the treatment to which the ammenorrhosa is referrible. 
It is ill many cases merely a symptom of ovarian or uterine 
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Amenorrhoeai 6. Catalepsy. Cholera. Inversio Uteri. LABouR,a. 

disease. — London Lancet. 
b. This aftection lias been successfully treated by half ounce do- 
ses of the Liquor Acetatis Ammonia, pioperly prepared with 
diluted acetic acid. 

Catalepsy, Liquor Arsenicalis in. Woman, aged 22, menstruating ir- 
regularly, and troubled with worms, was subject daily to cata- 
leptic attacks. The verminous disease was attended to as al- 
so the irregular menstruation , but the cataleptic attacks oc- 
curred as formerly. Nervines, antispasmodics, etc., were ad- 
ministerd without benefit. She was ordered Fowler's solu- 
tion of arsenic, and when at the dose of 10 drops daily, one or 
two habitual attacks were passed over ; and when the djse 
reached 15 drops, a week would sometimes elapse without an 
attack. The medicine had now to be discontinu»^d on ac- 
count of the irritability of the stomach, and the disease return- 
ed in full force. After having had recourse to emollient pre- 
parations, the liquor arsenicalis was again administered, but 
with more care and greater perseveratice, and a cure was the 
result. — Geneeskundige Courant. 

Cholera LvFANTUM. Sub-nitrate of bismuth has proved highly benefi- 
cial in this affection, and its anti-vomitive powers are very re- 
markable. This is the prescription": 

R. Sub-nitrate of bismuth § i j ; 

Powdered gum Arabic 5 j ; 

, OrHnge Flower water \z - . 

Simple Svriip j3 J ? 

Water 3 j« 

Dose : a teasponnful every hour. — Virginia Aledical Journal. 

Inversion op Utetus. Sixty-seven cases ef this mode of deviation of the 
uterus are on record, and the result of treatment is as follows: 
— 21 reduced and recovered, 33 became chronic, 13 proved 
fatal. — Bufl^aloMed. Journal. 

Labour, indications for the use of Chloroform in, 1. In very nervous 
women, to soothe excessii^e agitation and fears which labour 
frequently gives rise to ; 2nd. In women where the labour 
seems to be suspended or lingering by the pain of some ante- 
rior affection, or by certain accidents, as vomiting cramps, 
colic, compression of the sciatic nerve, etc.; 8. When the con- 
tractions are irregular or partial, and who in spite oi the se- 
vere and almost constant pains which they provoke, exert no 
influencffe whatever upon the parturient process; 4. In spas- 
modic retraction as also in rigidity of the neck of the uterus ; 
5. And lastly it should be administered in eclampsia. — Gaz- 
ette des Hopitaux. 
b, warm douche to produce. A constant stream of water is forc- 
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Labour, b. Mammaby Inflammation. Menorrhaota. Phlegmasia. 

ed upon tbe os uteri, by an irrigator, for 20 or 30 minutes, ac- 
cording to its affect in producing pains. It seems to have a 
stimulating and also a relaxing effect upon the neck ol the 
uterus; and the patient soon begins to experience the ordinary 
phenomena usual in the first period of labour. It is re-ap- 
plied in 13 or 14' hours,, if the uterine contractions still remain 
feeble, or have entirely ceased. Generally from two to four 
applications suffice to cause the uterus to expel its contents. 
This plan proved successful in a case where the placenta 
from rupture of the cord had been retained ten days. — Boston 
Medical Journal. 

Mammary, inflammation, collodion in. A woman, 24 years old, suckling 
her child for six months, after an attack of a rhumatic affec- 
tion, discovered a tumour the size of an egg in tbe right breast 
it was accompanied by a high degree of fever and suppression 
of the milk. Collodion was painted over the whole tumour 
and one inch beyond it; a saline purgative was taken. Much- 
relief was experienced in a few hours. On the following day 
another layer was applied to close up the cracks resulting 
from the contraction of the first layei. The tumour had very 
sensibly diminished, and the patientconld leave her bed. She 
was radically cured on the fourth day, and the flow of milk 
soon re-commenced. — Deutsche Klinik. 
b. Abscess. lodirje ointment applied to inflamed breasts will 
prevent suppuration. After a few applications the large, 
heavy and inflamed mammas became perfectly flaccid, com- 
pletely cool, and admitted of the freest handling. — Medical Ex- 
aminer. 

Menorrhagia treated by Cinnamon. 

R. Dilute Sulphuric Acid, gtt. xv ; 
Sulphate of Zinc, gr. j ; 
Tincture of Cinnamon, 5ss ; 
Peppermint Water, Jj- 
To be taken three times a day. — London Lancet. 

Phlegmasia dolens. The disease commenced on the 11th day after con- 
finement, and increased rapidly in 2f hours. Nitrate of Silver 
5 j to one ounce of water, was applied with a camel's hair 
pencil to the entire limb,, and extended up to the left iliac and 
lefthalf of the hypogastric regions. In twelve hours thp pain 
had entirely subsided, and pressure could be borne without 
complaint. The surface where the solution had been applied 
was completely vesicated ; and on puncturing the raised cut- 
icle at several points — with a lancet, a white fluid, closely re- 
sembling human milk, escaped freely from the punctures. 
Tension and heat of the limb much abated. From this time 
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the swelling gradually subsided from above downwards, un- 
til it disappeared. The exfoliation of the cuticle was com 
pleted on the 6th day, the limb returned to its rwitural size, 
save a little tumefaction on the dorsum of the foot, which, by 
the tenth day after the use of the nitrate, had eniirely subsi- 
ded. — ^Western Lancet. 
Prolapsus of the Rectum in Children. In this affection in children de- 
pending upon asthenia opium is the remedy, in occasional 
doses not exceeding half a grain every two to three hours, 
while a compress was applied to the anus , and maintained 
there by a T-bandage. In a child, aged 8 years, the prolap- 
sus was three inches long, and accompanied with tenesmus 
and fluid evacuations. Reposition, compression, and astrin- 
gent washes were tried in vain. The gut was replaced, 
and opium, administered in the way recommended, effected 
a cure in four days. In another case, the prolapsus was six 
inches long, and the malady had existed two years ; after the 
internal administration of opium, and the application of the 
compress, the disease was permanently cured. — Gaz. Med. 
Lombard. 
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NEW MEASURES. 



1 Centigramme. 
1 Decigramme. 
1 Gramme. 
10 Grammes. 
100 Grammes. 
1 Kilogramme. 



APPROXIMATE VALUE. 



1-5 Grain. 
; 2 Gmins. 
20 Grains. 

2 1-2 Gros. 

3 Ounces 2 Gros. 
2 Pounds. 



EXACT VALUE. 



lb. 




■0 
2 



5. 



o 

2 
2 
5 



grs. 

on 

1.88 
18.82 
44 28 
10.80 
86.15 



OLD MEASURES. 

1 Grain. 
1 Gross. 
1 Ounce. 
1 Pound. 



APPROXIMATE VALUE. 

gr.? 5 Centigrammes. 
5-1 4 Grammes^ 
§.j 80 Grammes, 
lb.! 600 Grammes. 



EXACT VALUE. 



Grammes. 
3 
30 
489 



083 
82 
69 
50 



Kilogramme, weight of 1 cubic decimetre of water 
of the temperature of 89** 12* Farh. 

Gramme, 1-lOOOth part of a kilogramme - 

Decigramme, l-10,000th of a kilogramme 
Centigramme, l-100,006ih " 



C 2.6803 lb. troy. 
( 2 2055 avoirdup. 
0.5488 grs. troy. 
2 0.9719 scruples 
^0.032 oz. troy. 

1.5488 gr. tjroy. 

0.1543 gr. troy. 
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TRtJTH WITHOUT FEAK. 

PLATTSBURGH, (New York ;) MARCH, 1854. 

We now bring to a close the fonrtli year of the publication of the Lan- 
CKT, and we do so wiili feeliDg^ of pleasure and gratification — pl«*asure 
thai there was roonj for snclj a publication as ours, and gratificaiioii that 
onr linnible efTotts in the cause of Mfdical Science, and in the interest of 
the great b()(iy of Practitioners in the United States and British Provinces 
— those residing in tlie Country — liave been so generously encouraged 
and kindly received. Many were thts objections raised against the Lan - 
CRT, it was a C luntry ''concern"— there is nothing good out of a city — 
It would die of inanition ere it ha(l drawn one full breath ! How tliese 
proph»'sies have been realized the unex-wnpled patron-ige be<towed on the 
Lawet plainly telU. It is indee(! — and we are proud of it — a country 
Journal, edited and published by a country Practitioner, and one" who 
has ilie pleasure of numbering nine-te»iths of his patron? among the 
country Faculty — the active, industiious and ob'^erving laJ^oi.rers in the 
professional field, and tlie iiarvest tliey gather is indeed a rich one. A 
ghince at our exchanges, foreign fin(J (iomestic, will satisfy any one that 
were it not for the contributions and subscriptions of country Physicians, 
few, if any Journals could be supported by city patronage This tribute 
we most cheerfully pay to our country friends. As we have said, we 
derive our support from this portion of the Medical community, and to it 
we look for further countenance. 

A few words as to what we have done during the last six months.— 
C/imca/ Di" pa rtm en t : we have the satisfaction of announcing that the 
very able and practical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Child- 
ren by Prof. Bedford, which have given such universal Satisfaction and 
been so highly appreciated, will be continued in every Number. The 
numerous applications — forty-seven since our February issue — for full 
files of these excellent Lectures, and the daily calls we receive for them, 
are the gratifying proofs of the value the Profession places upon Prof. 
Bedford's acquirements, devotedness and ability. To all we again re- 
peat. iJiat we cannot furnish a single Number of the back Volumes, and 
have .but very few of the present to spare; but this much, the whole se^ 
ries.will be re-published in book-form, due notice of which wUl be given 
in the Lancet, that every practitioner may Uav*j by him a copy of these 
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piaotical deiYionstrations of a mo<?t difficiilr, ilclicatp, and generally liftle 
understood department of Medicino. 

Original D'^partment: Our Eiglit«i Volunu — six Nimibors— -has been 
eniiclied wirli /?/7//-oiic articl'-s conrrihiued l>y rorty-five Physicians. As 
the tn:iin-s!ny ol "any Jmirnal r.?5rs almost sol-'ly upon the assistance reii- 'f 
di'M'd ir in this Dvipaifment, we cini SMy *'vvitbont ("car,' ihat the Lanckt 
rests upon a biisis that de(ier< jt^ilou^y or opposition. A proof also of the 
extent ofonr ciicuinlion, and the very n:mirnl (U'pire with which evN-ry 
man is p!ens( d to havi' hiis nnicles vvid -ly rrnd, is <riven from ihf. sec- 
tions of North America where our contriljufors ri'sich". There are six 
from the Western Stales; 15 /roni the Southern ; 10 from the Eastern; 
5 from llie Briti^li Provinces, while wt^ have hnt nine enntrihutors from 
our own State. Tliis fact is snflieiently sijrnjficanr. We trust that ihese 
Genth'rnen will keep up ilie same spirit f^r the ensuing Volume, while 
to others we sny do likewise. 

Bibliogro'jihical Department: It has been under the cinirge oj Dr. W. 
Nei.son, ol Mont rent ; and we have the sati^faeiion of knowing tliat the 
manner in wjjich he has discharged ihe duty Ims bi-en acct ptable to our 
i^eaders. A long life devoted lo active Professional duties enables bim f 
to embody In his remarks the results of expeiiencr, study, and observa- 
tion. This Deptu-tment will continue under his supervision. We regret 
that indisposition has prevented the Dw frem iurnishing the articies re- 
quired for this Number. 

Rerord of Practical Merfirine : Tliis was commenced with the Febrnarjr 
Number, and will be continued iTTonlhly. The two nunibers of the Re- 
cord <^onfain ninety-ttvo articles of variety and practical import inferior to 
none, -while in number t^ar greater than those publishi d in the eclectic 
departmen-^s of other Journals for twelve monilis. An intimate acqnaint- 
' ance with the French and German languages permits ns to refer directly 
to the originals; we make our own .selections and tran^lHtitMIS, and 'lia,v«; 
not todef)end for them upon Englisli Journals or reprints. Wtj will gath- 
er materials from every source, and serve our Readers with a carefully 
prei)ared and seasoned dish. 

In relation to the Editorial Department we have done something, we 
may do more; but we will certainly not monopolize room at the exclit- 
sion ol articles forwarded for the Original Department or prepared lor the 
Record. 

We have now been sufficiently long before the Profes'^ion, our past ef- 
forts and success will be the criterions for the future. Our tertns remain 
imchanged ; and with the expiration of subscriptions the obligations be- 
tween the Editor and Subscribers cease. With them it remains to re- 
new the obligation, with us to discharge the debt and give full measure 
for the dollar. And now we. have but room to say thanks to you all, kind 
friends of the Lancet ! 



7/V.\0, Yf/l- 
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CLINICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children, delivered in 
the University of New York, by Professor Bedford, and reported for 
Nelson's American Lancet : — 

LECTURE XXXIV, 4 

Leucorrhcea — what does it mean ? Non-sanguineous vaginal discharge. 
— Venereal condylomata of the vagina, in a married woman, aged 27 
years. — Complete occlusion ol the Meatus urinarius, with cohesion of the 
walls of the upper fourth of the vagina , together with vesico- vaginal 
fistula, in a married woman, aged 22 years, produced by instrumental 
delivery. — Congestive Dysmenorrlicea, in a girl, 20 years of asje.— 
Hooping-cough in a little girl, 10 months old. — Trismus Ndscentium 
in a female infant 7 days old. — Utero-lurabar Neuralgia. 
ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 

Art. I. Pathology and Treatment of Tubercular Meningiiis. By 0. 
C. GiBBS, M. D., of Perry, Ohio, 23 

Art. II. Case of Poisoning by Laudanum ; treatment and Remarks. 
By L. ScHAFFER, M. D., of Kingston, New York, 25 

Art. III. Case of Puerperal Convulsions. By W. H. Burrit, M. D., 
of Smiths Falls, Canada West, 26 

Art. IV. Chloroform in Mania. By M. W. Turner, of Toledo Ohio, 28 

Art. V. Successful Treatment of Hydrocephalus. By B. F. Chap- 
man, M. D., of Lithonia, Georgia, 31 

Art. VI. Removal of a Tumour from the Femoral Region. By H. C. 
CooLEV, M. D., of Laurens, South Carolina, 32 

Art. VII. Collodion in Mammary Inflammation. ByW. Danforth, 
M. D., of Oswego, Illinois, 32 

Art. VIII. Case of Hysterical Peritonitis. By J. S. Richmond, M. 
D., of Topsham, Vermont, 33 

Art. IX. Remarks on Veratrum Viride. By E. D. Cherry, M. D., of 
Marion, Alabama, • 34 

Art. X. What was the matter with him ? By E. G. Harris, M. D., 
of Fayette Court House, Alabama, 

Art. XI. Occluded OS Tincae; Operation. By A. Barclay, M. D., 
of Newburgh, New York, 

Art. XII. Death from Fracture of the Cranium. By A. Hunton, M. 
D., of Hydepark, Vermont, 

Art. XIII. Chorea during Pregnancy. By C. L. Anderson, M. D., 
of Saint Anthony Falls, Minnesota Terltory, 
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' ' THE PHYSICIAN'S DOCKET VISITING LI^T, 
!I>IARY AND M E M O R A N D A F O R 1 S5 4, 

WILL B« PUBLISHBD BARLY IN AUGUST, , . , /,. 

Oontainiifg a Yisftlsig List to ervr^ day in thft yeat $ Memot^uldar pages f^T'dMh 
moikihy pfges for Obsftetric fngagements, for Vacoinaticyii Engagements, and'll^r 
,ftQcount8 asked for and delivered. .^ 

' It is an invaluable pocket companion fpr eveiy physician : coippact, easily carried 
via the |»ook«t, trathodicvii jn Us ftrrangeneiit, and sq hsiM tl^ the pl^fiiMMiyfti^e 
using it, will never afterwards be without it. 

Pripe^^prepared for twenty-five Bii,tient3. weekly, plain, . , . . 60 centir/. 

) Po. do. do. tucks, . • . 7& f*. ' 

-■' ■' Ifcw .ifly '■» db* lOaln, v *i. k 75 .•*•'.'!) 

Po. ..do. . <io. . , ti^cks, . . . f 1 00 

« Meisra. Linfdsay and Blakiston have laid: the Profes^on i^detl g)«&t ^IfbHgttfions 
for one of the' gr^iL^est conveniences ever furnished' them. Here is a l!tt!e pocket- 
.b.o(>k, half an inch thick, six by three, in dimensions, ,whioh will hcl^ ^^ memoranda 
of visits paid aBctlte be. paid for each day of each month dttriog.tl^e.y^r ; 'Qf:>9|i>- 
'stedrical engagementtf; tUngs wanied>and l0Dt;' the- addipesses ^t patiemts and 
nurses; bills *ind accounts asked fpr,,&9* &0. With, it in one's pocket, eYerybp<(|y's 
rbill can be.i^ade out in a few minutes.'. It is the most. complete thing we ever saW, 
'Aciid every praetitiener would sectiire one if he'could nt^iV*-^8it«tko9e9pisi.\ i ; i " 

^ •':'■■'■• ■■ ; , . . y . •. . ^.K ' r . /, ... .• 

' The above wttt% w^s Commenced in 1869,' and has M^t t . siiektuiiireival favor 
from the Profession, that it is «on«i4esa4 swer^Mom to sty more to those who have 
not yet.hfd oi^e. . GiyB IT A TRIAL. ^ , >^: </.. 

LmpsAY & blakiston;^ 

i ' PnblJilMift and BoobclicyfT : ;.[ ' , . K 
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JkDISIXDQAIi. 

TELPEAU'S ILLUSTRATED MIBWIFERT. Fiftli American from the last 
French edition, vith BomeroiM additions and iUnitrations, by Prof. G. D. 
Meigt and W. Bjrd Page, M.D. 8to., sheep, . . $8 60 

CAZEAUX'S MIDWIFERY, indading the Diseases of Pregnancy and Partu- 

rition. 116 illastrations. 8to., sheep, . . . • .8 00 

17* This work has reoeiTed tb* almost nniTenal commendation of the 

Medical Press and Profession of this country. 
CRAIQE'S GENERAL AND PATHOLOGICAL ANATOMT. Royal 8to., . 8 00 
IfElGS' PRACTICAL TREATISE ON THE DI8EA8EB OP CHILDREN. 

Second edition, mach enlarged. 8yo., sheep, . . . . 8 00 

MENDEN HALL'S MEDICAL STUDENTS' VADE-MECUM. Being a Com- 
. peivlian of AnAtomy» Sorgsry* the Practice of. M^dlci^e, &o.a £o. Th^ 
third editioii; enlarged, witfi nunerons tllustra^ona. Boyal l2mo » . 8 50 
WALTON'S OPERATIVE OPHTHALMIC SURGERY. 167 illustrations. Syo., 8 00 
.HEADL>kNtl'0 TBEATKUS ON IBM ioOTiQN.OF MEDICINl^ }N 'ME^ 

SYSTEM. 8yo., . . . . '. • . . 1 50 

THE PHYSICIAN'S VISITING LIST, DAY-BOOK, AND BfEMORANDA, 
published each year, fofti^entf-fite, parents. C^di, 60 cents; tucks, 
76; pencils,. 76. Ditto, for fifty patients. Cloth, 76 cento ; tucks, . 100 
A GERMAN ENGLISH AND ENGLISH-GERMAN CLINICAL PHRASE- 
BOOK ; or. Conversation between Physician and Patient, intended for 
Hospital, Dispensary, and PriTate Practice. By Montgomery Johns, 

M.5>.: ISmo , 1 26 

HENLE'S TREATISE ON GENERAL PATHOLOGY. Translated by H. G. 

Pteiton, M.D. 1 ii%l.» ^t^.. * . * ^ flP 
STILLE'8 ELEMENTS OF GENERAL PATHOLOGY. 1 yoI., . .160 
TUCKER'S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY, . . 1 60 
BARTH AND ROGERS'S MANUAL OF AUSCULTATION AND PERCUS- 
SION, . • . . 6« 

REESE'S ANALTSIS OF PHYSIOLOGY. A new and enlarged edition, . 1 60 
MURPHY'S BEVIBW OF CtfE»?ISTRY FOll STUDENTS,. , . 1 00 

RIDDLE'S REVIEW OP MATERIA MEDICA AND THBRAPEUTICS, FOR * 

STUDENTS With illustrations. Cloth, . 1 OO 

HA;9[TII^GS' minor SURGERY; the Application of Dressings, &c., &o. 

With 148 illustrations. Cloth, $1 88. Sheep, . . . . 1 60 

MA0KI!fr08H^S PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. By Morten. Third wfition, 8 00 
LECTURES ON YELLOW FEVER. Qoth, ..... .60 

COXE'S EPITOME OF HIPPOCRATES AND GALEN. 8vo., sheep, . 2 00 

MORRIS'S LECTURES ON SCARLET FEVER. 1 vol., 8to., cloth, . 76 

SIMPSON OK THE USES OF CHLOROFORM AND ETHER IN SUR- 
GERY, MIDWIFERY, &c. 1 toI., 8to., cloth, . . . . 1 26 

COMFORTS THOMSONIAK PRACTliCE OF MEDICINE. 4th ed. 8to., 8 00 

PHARMACEUTICAL. 

REESE'S AMERICAN MEDIOAL EORMUliARY, inoludiitg tke Medical 
Properties and Uses of Medicine. Cloth, $1 88. Sheep, 

BBASLEY'S DRUGGISTS GENERAL RECEIPT-BOOK AND VETERI- 
NARY FORMULARY. Cloth, $1 88. Sheep 

IKEASLEY'B FORMULARY: A Cempamon to the Draggist's ReeeiptJfook 
and'SynepsiB ef the British and Foreigti Pbavmacopcpias. Cjlotl^ 
Ditto, sheen, .. . . ... 

TflE PHYSICIAN'S POCKET PRESCAtPTION-BOOK, containing Lists of 
Terms, Phrases, AbbreYiations, &c., &c. Cloth, 83 cents Ditto, tucks, 

WYTHE'S POCKET DOSE AND fiYMPTOM- BOOK. Cloth, 68 cts. DOftfcks, 

THE AMERICAN JOr^AL OF PHARMACY. Published by authority of 
the Pliiladilfkhijll^ ^e of PharmfMQr* ^nnmberji, Peraqnttif^ 

y^--""^^ PSRIODICAL8. 

PS^^*^ HALF-YEARLY ABSTRACT OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES. 

y Pnbli?*?*^^***^^* ^^ ^^* ^^ ^^ ^fi'**^**^ paper* P« nOf 

To mail^ half-yearly, in February and August, per annum, 
TTTP nn.iTTflV^^^^^'^* postilge prej^aSd, ithen paid for in adTance. 

Quarter^ 1^^^^^"^ MEPlGAfc . JUBVIEW. London edition. 
^* ^ annum, .....•• 
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SMITH'S DOMESTIC MEDICINE, SUBQERT, AND MATERIA MEDICA. 

With Rales for Diet, Bfttbing, the M^n^C^i'^^Q^ 4 ^® Sicik-^om,, &c., 

THE FABltLT AND dHIF l^DI^INB Cmifo COMPANION. Wilb Hules 

for the Compounding and Administering Medicines, &c., &o. Royal 12mo., 1 
TILT'S ELEMENTS OP HEALTH ANJ> PBINCIPJ^^Q ,0? FEMALE 

HYttiBl^E. 1 Tol, royal ldnHh,\ . . 7 1 

BULL ON THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN IN HEALTH 

AND DISEASE. A new an,d improved edition. I2mo., cloth, . . 1 

MAYO'S PHILOSOPHY OP LIVING. From the Sd Lbnd, ed. 12mo., cloth. 

This is the most thorough treatise on the Tarious temperaments, food, 

drink, exerdfle* sUep, bathing, direst, Ac; aDd . ikloAfc with sound 

directions for preserving physical healUi of the mind, which desenres 

especial attention. 

DENTAL. 

HAuiBrcrDnmaiijLBY ofi«;ktai. apJ&iSRr' Aim ipmicA]; ivn-*. 

»teOlO0Y. A Toyal 8vo. vokiiie, sheep, .' ' ' . ; 

HARRIS'S PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF DENTAL SURGERY. Fifth 

edition, gristly, eahurgw^ opft^improf^-wlft (T^r 2S^ UInltrBtionft 8vo. , 
JOURDAIN^S DISEASES AND SURGICAL OPERATIONS OF THE 

MOUTH. With illustra^ons. 8vo., 6be<^, 
BOND'S PRACTICAL TREATISE ON DEKTAX MEDICINE, as eennected 

with the study of Dental Surgery. 2d edition, enlarged 8vo., sheep, . 
PIGGOTT^S DENTAL CHEMISTRY AND METALLURGY, 
FLAGG ON ETHER AND CHLOROFORM IN SURGERY, DENTISTRY, 

MIDWIFERY, THERAPEUTICS, Ac, &c. 12mo., doth. 
ARTHUR'!^ MANUAL OF DISEASES OF THE TEETH. Wfth illustrations, 
HORNER'S STUDENTS' GUIDE IN EXTRACTING TEETH. 12mo., doth, 
TOME'S DENTAL PHYSIOLOGY _AND SURGERY. YHtb^ Ulustralipns. 

8vo i doth, . ■ . * * .' . • . .' . ' » . 

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF DENTAL SCIENCE. Edited by C. A. 

Harris, M.D., iuid A. A. Blandy, M<D< ' Published quarterly. Per annum, 

SGiiarTiFia 

MORFIT'S CHEMICAL AND PHARMACEUTICAL MANIPULATIONS. 

With 428 illustrations. 8vo., cloth, $1 76. Ditto, sheep, 
NOAD'S, CHEMICAL ANALYSE, iQUAHTlTATIVE ' ANf^ QUAJJTATIVE. 

With additions by Campbell Morfit, and numerous illustrations. 8vo., 

doth,.|X 60. .Ditto, she^p, ... ,. , . . . * 

WFTMfe MiCROecOPiat'S manual; f<^ Btndenta and Oihers* Willi 

numerous illustrations. Second edition, enlarged, 
WYTHE'S CURIOSITIES OF THE MICROSCOPE. Beautifully illustrated 

with colored and'Otfaerpiates^ < . r .. . . 

DE BOISMONT'S RATIONAL HISTORY OF HALLUCINATIONS, APPA- 
RITIONS, VISIONS, &c. From the last French edition. 8vo., 
MAYORS POPUIkAB SUraitlfriHONS^ AND 'THE .IMlTHl- CONTAINED 

THEREIN. With an Account of Mesmerism. 12mo., cloth, , 
GOD INDl^ASE; or ih<L HJinnj/es^tiw jol Design jn Mpi^4 Phj||ioin4Wift. 

By .K p. D^a«. .12»o.»cU>th, -. : V . ... . - . . 

WAIKER ON INTERMARRIAGE; its Influence on Beauty, Health, and 

Intellect A new edition, with eight illustrations. 12mo., doth, 
WRIGHrS AMERICAN RECEIPT-BOOK; eonuiniog 8000 Receipts in al! 

Ihe fJiiefviF*ndDontesttc.A#ts. 12flio , doth* . . . t . • - ; 
,9y^:i^MAN'Sr PRACTICAL MINERALOGY, ASSAYING, APD MJNBSrQ, 

12mo., cloth, « . . . . . . , 

MANURES ; their Composition, Preparation, and Action upon Soils. IStaio.^ ^ 

doth, » .'•*,.:.•.- ^1 ♦■.-•»'•♦•■•, . . • • 

DARLINGTON'S FLORA CEOTRICAJ or, Botaniring Companion. Royal 

32mo., ; . • . - : '. 

COULTAS'S PRINCIPLES OF BOTANY, Aft EXEMPLIFIED IN THE 
•'''tttfPTOOAMlA. ' With illustrations, * ".' ..... 
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 



Ret. WoBTHorcrroN Suits, D. D., President. 



FACULTY OF MEDIOINB. 



Samuel W. Thayer, Jr., M. D., 

Prendent of the Medical Faoultj, and Professor of ttie Principles and Ftactice 
of Snrgery, and Sorgical Jnrisprudence. 

Walter Carpenter, M. D., 
Professor of Materia Medica and Therapentios. 

Orren Smith, M. D., 

Professor of Obstetrics, *the Diseases of Women and Children, and 

Obstetrical Jurisprudence. 

Ezra S. Carr, M. D., 

Professor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, and Toxicology. 

Horace Nelson, Bff. D., 
Plrofessor of Theory and Practice of Medicine, and Pathology. 

Levi W. Bliss, M. D., 
Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. 

LECTUBBS — ^There will be deliFored in the Medical Department of the Uni- 
Tersity of Vermont an annual Course of Lectures commencing on Thursday the 
25th of February, and oontinuing sixteen weeks. 

CONDITIONS OF MEMBERSHIP.— Bveiy Student miist enter his name and 
residence, also 'that of his Instructor in the Register kept for that purpose. 

FEES.— Matriculation, $3 ; Full Course of Leetnres, $50 ; Graduation, $18. 
Students who have attended two full Courses of Lectures at other regular Med- 
ical Institutions, will be admitted upon the payment of the Matriculation Fee, 
and a fee of Ten Dollars. « 

TEXT BOOKS.— SnaoEBT : Miller, Druitt, Listen, Fergusaon, and Pirrie. 
Materia Medica, etc: : Dnnglison, Periera, U. S. Dispensatory, and Mitohell. 
Obstetrics, etc. : Meigs, Churchill, Velpeau, Bigby, and Smith. 
Medicine, etc. : Watson, Wood, Elliotson, Yalliex, AndnU, and Williams. 
CEBmsTBr : Kane, Silliman, Turner, and Gardner. 
Anatoxt, ETC. : Wilson, Harrison, Cruveilhier, Carpenter, and Dnnglison. 
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Tbe Scientific American. 



BEQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION.— The Candidate must be twenty- 
one years of age — ^intelligent and moral — must have a knowledge of the rudim. 
ents of the Latin language— studied Medicine for three years with a respectable 
Practitioner — and have attended two full courses of Lectures, one of which must 
have been in this University. He must write, and defend, a Dissertation upon 
some subject connected with Medical Science, and present it to the Dean of the 
Faculty, two weeks before examination. He must also pass a satisfactory ex- 
amination before the Medical- Faculty, and in presence of a Committee appoint- 
ed to conduct the Examinations. 

Candidates for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine are examined twice during 
the year — at the close of the Lecture Term, and on the Monday preceding the 
first WfiUnesUay in August. Degrees will be conferred at the close of the Lec- 
, ture Term, and at the annual Cummeooement, which takes place on the first 
Wednesday in August. \ 

During the Lecture Term, Surgical operations and Medical advice will be gra- 
uitous to those presenting themselves before the Medical Class. 

Further particulars respecting the Medical Department of the University may 
be obtained by addressing .either of the Professors, or 

SAMUEL W. THAYER, Jr., M. D., Dean, at Northfield, Vt. 

Burlington, Vermont, August, 1863. 

Mechanics, Inventors & Itianufacturers. 

$450. In Splendid Prizes. $460. 

Volume IX of the Scientific American commences on the 17th of Sep- 
tember. It is chiefly devoted to the advancement of the Interesta of Mt' 
chanicsj Inventors, Manufacturers, and Farmers^ by the diffusion of useful 
knowledge upon these important branches. It is edited by men practical- 
ly skilled in the arts and sciences, and is widely regarded as a sound and 
able journal. Nearly all the Valuable Patents which issne weekly from 
the Patent Office are Illustrated with ENaRAVjNos, and the Claims of 
all the Patents are published in its columns ; thus making the paper a 
perfect Scientific and Mechanical Enyclopedia for future as well as 
present reference. The Scientific American is very extensively circula- 
ted — its circulation in the last Volume exceeding 18,000 copies per week. 
It is in form forHainding ; each volume contains Several Hundred En- 
gravings and over Four Hundred Pages of Reading Matter, with an In- 
dex. The practical receipts alone are worth to any farmily much more than 
the subscription price. 

The Publishers offer the following valuable prizes for the largest list of 
subscribers- sent in by the 1st January next ;—$100 will be given for the 
largest list ; $7& for the second ; $50 for the third ; $45 for the fourth ; 
$40 for 5th ; $35 for the 6th ; $30 for the 7th ; $25 for the 8th ; $20 for 
the 9ih ; $16 for the 10th ; $10 for the 11th ; $5 for the 12'th. The cash 
will be paid to the order of the successful competitor, immediately after 
January 1st, 18S4. 

Tebm-s t One copy one year, $2 ; one copy six mi>nths, $1 ; five copies 
six moths, $4 ; ten copiee six months, $8 ; ten copies 12 months, $15 ; fif- 
teen copies twefve month sj $22 ; twenty copies twelve monthsf, $28 in ad- 
vance. 

Southern and Western money taken for subscriptions. Letters should 
be directed, post-paid, to Munn ^ Co., 128 Fulton-street, N, Y. 
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Corner of Hester and Elizakth Streets, 



SUEGICAL mSTRUMEIT MAIEES 

TO THE 

|[tto |0rli atili ir00Mp ^itg f 0SpiMs, 

Mannfactore the various kuids of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS. 

viz : 
Amputating, Trepanning, Lithotomy, Cottching, Cupping, Pocket, Dis- 
secting, Strabismus, Midwifery, Phlebotomy, Teeth Istruments, etc. 

Plain and Improved Scarificators, Silver and Metallic Catheters, Bou-4 
gies for Rectum and Urethra, of Metal and Gum Elastic. Splipts to the 
form of Leg or Arm, Fracture Machines and Apparatus for Deformities, 
Trusses and Bandages, Thumb and Spring Lancets, Tonsil Instruments, 
Speculums, etc. 

^I^*" Particular attention paid to Repairs of Instruments, and executed 
with neatness. 



This is to certify, that Messrs. Dempster ^ Henley are the regularly 
employed Surgical Instrument Makers to the New York Hospital. 

JOHN L. ROOME, Sup't. 
New York Hospital, March 25th, 1861. 

I hereby certify, that Messrs. Dempster ^ Henlet have been employed 
as Surgical Instrument Makers for the Brooklyn City Hospital, and have 
given suth entire satisfaction, that I take great pleasure in thus attesting 
it. 

JOHNHASLETT, M. D., 
President of the Board of Trustees, and late Surgeon l[. S Navy. 
Brooklyn, December 17th, 1861. 

Having examined and tested the Surgical Instruments of Messrs Demp- 
ster ^ Henley, I take great pleasure in pronouncing them for beauty, 
finish, and practical use, unsurpassed. 

D. AYERS, M. D., 
Surgeon to Brooklyn City Hospital. 
Brooklyn, December 17th, 1861. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., December 28d, 1861. 
It gives me much pleasure to testily to the superior quality of the Ins- 
truments of Messrs. Dempster ^ Henley of New York. Those furnished 
by them to the Brooklyn City Hospital, and several cases made for myself 
I think are equal, if not superior to to any I have ever seen. 

^ JAMES M. MINOR, M. t). 
Surgeon Brooklyn City Hospital, late passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. . 'N. 

Jl^D. 4r H. can also refer to Dr. Cheeseman, and other eminent Sur- 
geons pf N«^w York. 
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Ttae Practice of Ailopatby. 

The regular Practitioner of Medicine has almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties to' contend with, in the fact, that his prescriptions are necessarily 
little better than experiments, more particularly the Physician of the 
South and West, from the fact that the purity and strength of .Medicines 
vary so very materially. 

It is well known that Laudanum is usually made from the most in- 
ferior and unsaleable pieces of Opium, w£ich seldom if ever contain hall 
the proper qu?)iitity ol Morphine. 

Rhubarb is powdered from roots, varying in price, from 20 cents to 
^1,00 per pouiul, the lower prices, of course, more or less decayed and 
worm-eaten, and thus being unsaleable, are powdered and colored to sell 
" cheap." 

Instead of Jalap, large quantities of the '* Spurious Jalap," and also of 
a variety known as " Jalap Tops," are sold at about one-quarter the 
price of the True Jalap. 

For Peruvian Bark, at least a thousand pounds of the worthless, ' inert 
Carthagena and Maracaibo Bark, are ground and sold for every pound of 
the true Peruvian Calasaya Bark. * 

Now, if these are facts — and they certainly are well-known facts, and 
very serious facts, too — how is it possible to prescribe with any certainty ? 
Is prescribing with such Medicines anything else than experimenting ? 

And that they are facts, is abundantly proved by the Report of the 
Custom House Inspector of Drugs and Medicines, and also by the Report 
of the Special Commissioner of the Secretary of the Treasury, on Adulter- 
ated and Spurious Drugs ; which Reports, shocking and humiliating as 
they are, do not show a tithe of the facts in regard to the wholesale adult- 
eration of Medicines. 

Ought not the whole Profession feel that their reputation, their success, 
and the lives of their patients, should rest on a surer foundation than 
" guess-work" or exneriments .•* 

Are not Pure Medicines far ^a/er for the r«^^ah'on of a Physician, and 
far more economical, taking success in view, than cheap Medicines, 
which are entirely unreliable, even when they may have any virtue ? 

Therefore, your earnest attention is requested to a branch of business 
intimately connected with success in the treatment of disease. It is well 
known among dealers, and yet not generally known by the profession and 
the public, that pure and gjsnuine medicines, particuliarly pure powdered 
drugs, from the first quality of gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in 
this country, and therefore physicians often prescribe medicines to meet 
certain indications in the disease of the patient, without obtaining the de- 
sired and beneficial result. To enumerate the articles of adulterated me- 
dicines ttiat are daily sold in market, would be to name almost th« entire 
list of the materia medica. From the finer and more important chemi- 
cals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Morphine, Quinine, Hr- 
DRIODATE Potass, Calomel, Blxte Pill, etc., etc., down to the most com- 
mon, and daily use, such as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Ipecac, etc., the 
adulteration are so adroitly mado that (without analyzation)even the clo- 
sest inspection will fail to detect them. Quinine is often found largely 
adulterated (in some instances more that half,)^ith Manite and other 
substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an exten- 
sive manufacturing establishment, Informed us that, just before he left 
England, the factory turned out more than four thousand pounds of blue 
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pill, containing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and that all was destined 
for the American market. 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest attention of the 
practitioner, we would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 
Circular. 



We wish to call particular attention to our Extra Powders, which are 
pulverized from selected roots and gums of the very best quality, and when 
necessary, every piece is broken and examined under our own immediate 
supervision, and consequently possess a purity hitherto unknown in this 
country, and, a uniformity of action upon which the physician may rely 
with perfect confidence. 

Our powdere'd Ipecac, Extra, also, will be found much superior to the 
usual article of commerce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuan- 
ha, and consisting solely of the active out*»r coating of the root, carefully 
seperated from the ligneous parts, and from all other inert matters. We 
powder only the h^otsofthetrue Mexican Jalap. In pulverizing Colocynlh, 
Extra, we retain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds; 
which latter constitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and 
nearlyinert. Powdered Rhubarb, Extra, we prepare from the best East 
IndiaRhubarb, which is culled Over with great care, every root being 
broken to detect any unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, Extra, is 
t!ie pure Resin collected in tears, entirely free trom the dross and dirt usu- 
alto the ordinary Guaiac of commerce The Scammony, also, is powder- 
ed from an article differing in appearance, and very much superior to 
what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue Pill, bearing our label, 
will always contain one-third part of Mercury, and our Hydro-sublimed 
Calomel will be found to be of a superior and regular quality. Many of the 
roots from which the Extra Powders are prepared, are sifted and wash- 
ed, and so many extraneous rbots, etc., etc., are culled out, that the loss is 
often from one-quarter to one-third of the original weight, making, con- 
sequently, a very different article from the ordmary Powders of commerce. 

Particular Notice. — Having repeatedly heard that it is asserted that 
the SUPERIOR QUALITY of our Extra Powders, and the unusual care in 
preparing them, is all pretence, and that no one would take so much trou- 
ble and time, we merely state that wejkave on hand, to show to any one 
doubting the facts, the Stems culled from cubebs, the seeds taken from the 
Pulp of the Colocynth, the woody inert parts of the Ipecac, the extraneous 
roots culled from Pink, Senega, Serpentaria, etc., and various other tang- 
ible proofs of the difference between our Extra Powders ai)d the ordina- 
ry Powders of the trade. 

Care is taken to have these "Extra Medicines" not only pure, but of the 
best quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be ob- 
tained of us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to 
use unpowdered. The life of the patient, as well as the success and reput- 
ation of the physician and apothecary, depends so much upon the prompt 
action of the medicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence 
that any effort to furnish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully 
appreciated. To preserve the jDreparations from being injured by the air 
and moisture, they are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing 
one pound each, and also in five and ten pounds canisters. They should' 
be kept as much as possible from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessa- 
rily higher than those of the ordinary kind, and physicians and merchants 
at a distance, wheriNthey wish this quality sent them, are particularly re- 
quested to write for the "Extra Medicines" of 

PbiUp Scbieffelin, HaineB & Co., 

. DRUGGISTS AND CHEMISTS, NEW TO&K. 
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^cluelleliii. Haloes & Co. 
EXTRA POWDERS. 

Aromatic Powder,U,S.P. Pal V, Digitalis. jPiilv. Orange Peel, 



Pal IT. African Pepper^ 
" Akirri, 
" Allspice, 
" AIqbs, Cape, 
" " Socot, 
" Assafuetidrt, 
" Aiiiini. Ref. Elk. 

Sulph. J 

" AngoitUfa Bark, | 

** Bnyberry Bark, 

** Belladonna, ,; 

" Blood Root, i 

" Bluer Root, J 

" Black Root, 

" Boras, j 

** Carawny^ Seedsj j 
" Cantharldest j 

" CanellaAlba, i 

" Cardamon, ( seeds, ): 
" CiciUQ, I 

** Cmnesbill, j 

" Cloves, I 

" Cumatnon OTdmaiy,: 
** . '' Ceylon, \ 
*' Cohosh, Black, j 

" Cohiinbo, I 

" Colcliicum Root, 
Seed, 
" Colocyntb Pulp, 
" Cubpbs, i 

Bottles and Cans at cost. 



- Eloc nil pane, i 

" Ergot, 

" " 1 03. viaU, ! 
" Ext. Colocynth C^d,; 
" " Licorice, Calab,: 
" F<:&niigrek Seed, i 
'* Geiui^m Rootj •; 

" Gtnj^er^ J a male a J I 
" Goldeti Seal, ! 

Guaiac R^sin, Tears 



" Orris Root, 

" Pepper^ Cayenne, 

American^ 
" Pepper, Black, 
" Peruv. Bark, Loxa, 
" " " Hod, 

'' '' " Calisaya, 

^* Prickly Ash, 
" Pink Root, 

Pleurisy Root, 



Gum Arabic, Turk.,; '^ Rhubarb, Turkey, 



Gamlittge, 

'* Ma^lit^h, j 

" Myrrb, \ 

" Tmgscanth, j 
" Hellebore, White, 

*' Hyoaciamus, | 

" Ipecac, J 

" Ipecac and Opiiim^ . 

" Jalap, J 

" Kino, True, i 

" Lobelia, \ 

" Mandrake, I 

" Marsh Rosemary, f 

'' Mace, j 

" Mui^ereon, | 

** Nux Vomica, ) 
" Nitrate Potas.s, Pure,! 

" Nutmi?gs, ^ 

« Niitgalls, ^i 
Opium ^ Turkey, 



Eh India, 
Rhaiany Rooe, 
SampariUaj Para, 



** Slimmer Savory, 

** Swoet Marjoram, 

** Sabina, 

" Senna, Alex. 

** Seneka Root, 

" Scam. AUepo, No. 1 

" Vir-jin, 
" '* " 1 oz. 

vials, 
'* SnnkeroDt, 
*^ Squills, 
*' Sulphate Copper, 

Iron, 
" *' Potaas, 

" UvaUrsi, 
" Valerian, English, 

ETC., ETC., ETC. 



When put up in 1-4 and 1-2 lb. Bottles, at 10 



cents per lb, advance. 

As many of the Gums, etc, are oT unusunl purity f for instance, Gnai^r, 
Aloes, Assafcetida, etc., etc., they are v^ry 1 table to run together and be- 
come solid. Even the ordinary cummoii Gums of Commerce are so apt lo 
run together, that Dnig-Grinderia generally grind with them sotiics wocidy 
substance, sucli as Li cor ice- root, Geniifln-rtiot, etc,, etc. Some roots dtuE 
are rich in resin, such as Rhubarb, Jalap, etc , are also apt to aggbmcr- 
ate. The Extra Powders, being perfectly pure, and free from all foreign 
substanceSf are therefore more liable to become solid than the common 
qualities ; but where they do so we will replace them with others that are 
freshly powdered. 

Pure Clieiiiicals prepared at our Laboratory. 

Ammonia Aqua, 5 Cryst. ^Syrup Iodide Iron, 

" Liquor Fort. | " " Protoiod. JSulphuret Potassa, 

Amraoniated Alcohol, JMorphine, Sulphate, JValett's Ferruginous 
Argent Nitras, \ " Acetate, 

" *' Crystals, jGranville's Lotion, 

Lunar Caustic* No. 1.2.3;Gallic Acid, 
Ferri Carb. Precipitated;Oil Copaiva, 

" Sulphas, Pure, Oil Cubebs, 

" " Exsiccat, Precipitate Chalk, 
Iodide Arsenic, Prussic Acid, 

" Lead, Crystals, jPotassa Nitras, Piire, 

" Iron, ^Strychnine, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 'Spirits Nitri Dulci, 



Mass, 
jZinci Acetas, 
iZinci Sulphas, 
iZinci Chloride, 
JChlorode Soda de La- 

i' baraque, 
Confection Roses, . 
" Senna, 

.Blue Pill Mass, 
<Ungt Mercurial, 



Scliieffelin, Haines & 
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Many of these ebemicals differ decidedly in appearance from the chemic- 
als of commerce, as well as in their valuable properties, and bear externally 
the style of our manufacture, being in crystals, and having the pecul- 
iar CRYSTALLINE CHARACTERISTIC of each article ; while those usually sold 
are in the powdered state, in which form it is difficult to judge of purity. 

The Crystals of the Iodides of Lead and Mercury, and the Sulphate of 
Morphine more particularly, are much esteemed by all who have tried 
them, and our soluble Precipitate Carb. Iron, Nitrate of Silver, Extra Blue 
Pill Mass, hold the first rank among choice chemicals. . 

Our Hydro AlCOllOliC Extracts are preparetfby steam process 
' in a Patent Yacaum Apparatus, and at the low temperature 
of nearly one hnndred degrees below the boiling point, so that the valuable 
properties of the plant are preserved uninjured, and at the same time a 
consistence, color, and taste are obtained which are not found in the veget- 
able extracts now in common use', and which are sufficient evidence of 
their superiority. Among them are 






jExt. Digitalis. 
Gentian, Opt. 

" Ordinary. 
Hyosciamus. 
Hops. 
Jalap. 
Lupuline. 
Mandrake. 
Nux Vomica. 
Opium. 
Pink root. 



Ext. Quassia. 
" Rhubarb. 
" Sarsaparilla, Simpl. 
" " Comp. 

** Para ** Alcoholic. 
" Hond 
** Stran^onium. 
** " seeds. 

" English Valerian. 
" Dutch ** 



Ext. Belladonna. 
" Butternut. 
" Buchu. 
" Bloodroot. 
" Boneset. 
** Conium. 
" Chamomile. 
** Colocynth Ordinary 
" " Opt. 

*• Dandelion, Alcohol.: 
" " Inspissat. 

Observe, that it is a well-establislied fact, that many plants which, in 
then native conditions, are possessed of very active medicinal properties, lose 
by cu\t\vB,\\on th£ir peculiar characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some 
vegetables which belong to poisonons families of plants, by cultivation are'made 
innocuous, and are freely eaten as food, as the Potato, Parsnip, Celery, etc. 

To ensure to our Extracts, snch as Hyosciamus, Belladonna, Conium, 
etc., all the active thfrapeutical effects which they should possess, we take 
pains to procure the Herbs from which they are prepared, from places 
where they are indigenous to the soil, viz : Irom Germany, France, India, 
England, etc., and they are consequently much superior to Extracts made 
from the cultivated Plants of American growth. • 

The difference is very apparei^t between these Extracts and those of 
any other make, not only in appearance, but also far more in flavor and in 
the peculiar aroma of the herbs; so much so, that even without the labels, 
they are easily distinguishable by the taste and smell. These are facts of so 
much importance, that they should be remembered by all who have occa- 
sion to use medicinal vegetable extracts. 

These Extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, 
have received the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associa- 
tions, and of Physicians and Apothecaries, and have elicited many comp- 
limentary letters on their good qualities. The following token of approb- 
ation is from the Ohio Medical Convention : — 

^* Resolved. — That the thanks of the Medical Profession are due to the 
bouse of Philip Schieffelin fy Co., of New York, for their efforts to fur- 
nish the community with pure drugs ; and we recommend their Extra 
Medicines to the confidence of Dealers and Practitioners." 

Their superior efficacy in all prescriptions will at once be apparent to 
every one who reflects upon the difficulty oftentimes experienced in the 
administration of the common drugs of commerce, and the loss of life and 
ofreputation consequent upon the use oi inert remedies. 

' COD LIVER OIL.— The great and increasing demand for COD LIV- 
ER OIL, and the difficulty of procuring the oil in its pure state, and such 

BSSf 



To Sarcfeons. 
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as we can guarantee to our customers, have induced us to send an agent 
to the fisheries, for the purpose of having the best article that can be of- 
fered in market. This article will also bear our label when put up in bot- 
tles, and be warranted pure, when ordered in bulk. 

To Druggists* In addition to the Extra Medicines, we also keep 
a large and well-assorted stock of the ordinary Drugs and Medicines of 
commerce, carefully selected, and the best that can be procured. Our Es- 
sential Oils and other Liquids we obtain from the most reliable sources, 
and are submitted to every known test for impurities ; and we avoid pur- 
chasing any kind of Drugs in the powdered, state 

Our arrangements and facilities are such that we can offer inducements 
to Dealers which must influence all who not only like to have a fair eq- 
uivalent for their money, but at the same time to have Goods that are 
what they purport to be, and such as will bear the strictest examination 
and analysis. 

PURE CHLOROFORM.— Much of the Chloroform of commerce be- 
ing very impure, and its use having in some cases been attended with un- 
pleasant consequences, we have been repeatedly urged to make some, at 
our Laboratory, of a quality superior to that generally for sale in this mar- 
ket. We would, therefore, inform the Medical Profession that we have 
prepared an article, the purity of which can be implicitly relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVER can also be obtained from us perfectly pure 
either in sticks or crystals, manufactured at oiir Laboratory. 

MORPHINE. — Our Morphine having acquired a reputation superior 
to any other, those who have occasion to use the article will be satisfied 
of its excellence by giving it a trial. 

^^*We also prepare the Syrup of Iodide of Iron, U. S, P., now so highly 
esteemed as a remedy. in Scrofulous Complaints, and also t)upasquiers' 
Syr. Iod..Iron, which is a much milder preparation, and better adapted 
for Ladies and Children. These articles (which it is of the greatest con- 
sequence to Physicians to have of reliable quality) are, with our other 
preparations, offered to the ncftice of those desiring Puke Druos and 
Chemicals. 

N. B. Letters directed to ^*Schieffelin ^ Co." intended for iw, have fre- 
quently gone to other houses , their being several firms of that name ; therefore, ^ 
please be carefiil to write our Name in FULL, as there are. several ' 
pfcifiilfir names in the Drug Business* 

Pliiiip ScMeffelin, Haines & Co., 

107 Water Street, New YorM. 



TO SUEGEONS! 



LITHOTOMY INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE. 



A MOST COMPLETE BOX OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS for 
Lithotomy and Lithotrity, manufactured by Luer of Paris, is offered for 
sale at a price considerably below cost. The above — the property of a 
Physician— has never been used. , The Invoice is in the bands of the un- 
dersigned, as well as the Box. Last price^-^SO. 
J. C. ROBILLARD, 
Oct. No. 79 Fulton Street, New York. 8 
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A Practical Treatise on the Diseases ofChildren. By J. Forsyth Meigs, 
M. D., Lecturer on the Practice of Medicine in the Philadelphia Med- 
ical Association, etc. 'Second Edition; revised and enlarged. Phila- 
delphia : Lindsay & Blakiston, 1853. pp. 711. From the Publishers 
by Express. 41 

The Maternal Management of Children in Health and Disease. By Thom- 
as BuLi,, M. D., M. R. 0. P., author of ''Hints to Mothers" for the Man- 
agement of there Health during Pregnancy and the Lying-in room. 
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Subscriptions received since the publication of the September Number 
of the Lancet. 



Alabama. 
Dr. Z T Murphy. 
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Dr. 6 Badeaux, 
H Holland, 
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GONTU.^rS FOR ND7^M33R. WHOLE Na XLIV. 



CLIVrCAL Di^-^ARr.MKVT. 
Clinical L^ctnras o'l tlii D'.-'tMs^'? of Wjhi mi unci Cliildren, delivered in 
tli't U.iivjMJty of >f ;\v Yo-lc, by Piolo-jsor Bejfird, and reported for 
Nis^sin's American Lancj^t : — 
LECTURE XXXV, 60 

D.sc*.is ;j ol't'i • N" ••v ) u Sz-t^'ii i'l fofintiv'. — T^ iryii'^ismns Stridtiln^ in 
an riifint 7 in ) jr.!i < old. — V-sp'ivKii; its in ; niin^ ; in caiises. — -M •!?• 
lutiuiia iiiriui 10 ni)jtli'5 old. — P.oli;Mioii of rlis miicoii:* lu -in- 
brin> of til • vi( iiii \ .ii i •rM vv > n m u-^ ? I 27 Vi^ars, tlie ini'li- 
er of tlires cliildivjii. — Piitiil |» iripljir'^i I in a m irrie.d vvoiTian, nged 
32 yeurd, frOin iiistrutn .'lUal djlivjry.—Cliioro^is in a girl 20 years ot 



ORfGINAL DEPART.MSVr. 

Art. X^V. A P.-rriru Pi *c ? of P.ictic-. B/ E>:-rTr,\p[r;^, Jr., 

Art. XV. Oi Hu U*- of tli^ Nitr it.^ of L;id. B/ E. G. Harris, M.D-., 

of t*^ wMii » i.t H ) iss A! ibiin I, 
Art. XVf. Iii;l»,n ninoi ofiij B i se vIi3o;[b iftlii Knas-jaint. By 

R. W E/iM^. .M D., of R jlin.il. Ci.jitli Wi.t, 
Art. XVll. R mi irk-; m liiiio h R imiitjat Fjvjr. By J. E. Stswart, 

M D., olJi-Ic^oi, TMiiiiss^i^. 
Art. XVIff. C is^.f .>ctM>ivr> .lisvi^tiof tli- Lvv^^. By \V. W.Ai.' 

EX v\ 1:^:1, M. 13., of R i<-;.illvill J, T Ti'i MSij^, 
Art. X'X. *• vV i u w h ili j m utic witli iiim?" By A Cj:^stant Rrad- 

Ei, of M 5VV hi imxliir**, 
Art. XX. V ><: m )f t'l* X vj'c pol uio; (E I -im of tli3 (ilottis and 

Djirh. B/T. C. KtMVEv.. M D.,of iVnv V ..k, 
Art. XX[. Oisiof Ah|>Hj D^i>Mit. B/ B. Bjijicx, M. D., of Dj- 

l IV I 1, VVis'toniii, 
Arc. .XXd. Ci<vi of Intw^fjiial [nft un n ition f.raiina'i'u by extern- 
al Sippiiriiioi. By Thjwvs A. Ka(Di£.i, M. D., ol' Muint V,irnon , 

N >rrli C irolirii, 
Aar. XX ([. D iFji-eaial D'agnosis of PtuuiTiDnia. From the French 

by tlid EjrrjR, 

BfBLIOGIRAPhirCAL DSP.VRTMEN^T. 

Thf» Action of .M 'lic/m is in tin S/^t^tn; or **0 i ilio fn ):le in which 
T.Mraj) intii* Ac^nt-* introlii'd int > ih ^ 3io n loii pro li.ta tli-ir pe- 
culiar erif^crs ) I til J A lin il E t > i > i»/." B Mn; th>.< Priz j Essay to 
w'lioli fi» J ^Ij Ik; iM,»:i TV of U)iJ,ri iwirlnl fli j Fot'iergdlian 
G.ld .\f -III f)'M):J:;Lf[. B/ F. VV. Hr^ivDLAxa, B. A., etc.— 
P lilad ;lp!ii i : Lisduv &. ^LvKtsr )v. I8>i 8/d. pp. 5^0, 

A Tre itis.j o i O > jr itivi Optii liniio S n-^ uy. B/ H. 'H. WAi/ro.x, F . 
R. S. L., titc. Fust A n -.icj in If vn tli '. Fini Lind m E Iition. Ill- 
ustrated b/ IjJ )nVi\n,|r; oi vv » » I. E lited b/ ^. Litcblt,. .M. D., 
etc. PliilaJjlpUi.i : Uisdvvv & Bmkiscj.v.. 1833. Svo. pp. ^9, 

EDITORIAL BZ:PA-RTMENT. 

Opthalnnic Surgery, 

D)GUinentary Hi-Jtory of New York, 

Tlii Stndy of An ito ny, 

A Viiccj from Od Virgmia, 

Ttjtj EjiDR'-fi G iti -r il la le.>c to M nlical Subjects, 
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THE SUBSCRIBER will deliver his Third anual Winter^ourse of ^c- 
tores for 1853-4 on the Anatomy, Physfoldgy, P^fhology and Thefa- 
peut\cs of the Eye'at the '• ^. ''•'• '"'■' 

NEW-YORK OPTHALMIG HOSPIJTAL, 
No, 9 Stuyvei^nt PlacCj between Third-OfientLe and Ninth -Street. 

The Introductory to the Course will begin oA Wednesday fev;8th ^t,8 
o'clock P.,M. at University Medical College in«l4th Street. '•'; *^, ^ 

Subject : **The qualifications requisite to cdhstitute an a,{^qoniplis^)ed 
Opthaljmic Surgeon; and the onlv means by which $Ufy maj^ be '%i' 
taine<l" ' V 

Students of Medicipe and Members of the M^ical Profeuaion are respe*.- 
fully invit»a.to atieni^. 

The profits resnltlnR from these I^ectu res will be given to that noblei 
Qharity the New Yprk Opthalmic Hospital. ^ 

Tickets for the Course may be obtained at the Hospital, or ,of Dr. Ste-| 
PHEN80N, at, bis residence. No. 167 Eo^t Fourteenth Street ^ear Second 
Avenue. ' * 

Lecture on each Thursday evening, and Cliniqfies ev^ry Tuesday 
Thursday and Satuc^ay, from 2 to 8 o'clock P. M. 

MpiK STEPHENS9N, M. D. 
Surgeon to the j^cw- York Opthalmic NqspitcU. 

The^ectures will be illustrated by Di^ayaiPLE's magnmcent engra- 
vings'pn the Pathology of the Eve;, Dissei^tions. Models, ca^es, et,e. 

Ne^?Yotk, Octo^^T 20th, 18581 '^ ' ' - 8 
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■ Eev. WoRTHiSGTON Smith, D. D., Pitesident. 



FACULTY OP IVEBDIOINB. 

Samuel W. Thayer, Jr., M. D., Profts-or ofThforv pnd Prnctice of 

Mt dicioM Hiid PMtlioio^^y, and Pit'jsidt'nr (./.-ilie Medical Faculty. 
Walter Carpentsr, M. D.j Professor of Mut.ria Medica and Thoi-ap. 
Onen Smith, M. D., Prof.-ssor'.f Oh-ti-rric-, rlu.^ Diseases of Women 

fiiuJ Ohiidn'ti, ntid Ob>torrical Ja!i-|Huden<^-f 
SSzia S. Carr, M. D., Professor of C!i»'ini<tiy, Phaniiacv, and Toxicolotjy 
Horace I^elson, M. 1^., Proft-ssor of Siirti^ery nml Surgical Jurisprudence. 
Levi W. Bliss, M. D., Professor of Anatorny and Physiology. 

LECTURES. — ^There will be de|ivered in the Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of Vermont an annual Course of Lectures commencing on Thursday the 
25th of February, and continuing sixteen weeks. 

CONDITIONS OF MEiMBERSIIIP.— Every Student m^st enter his name and 
residence, also that of his Instructor in the Reigister kept for that purpose. 

FEES.— Matriculation, $3 ; Full Course of-Leotnreg, $50 ;. Graduation, $18» 
Students who have attended two full Courses of Lectures at other regular Med- 
ical Institutions, will be admitted upon the payment of the Matriculation Fee, 
and a fee of Ten Dollars. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION.— The Candidate must be twenty- 
one years of age — ^intelligent and moral — must have a knowledge of the rudim- 
ents of the Latin language — studied Medicine for three years with a respectable 
Practitioner— and have attended two Aill courses of Lectures, one of which must 
have been in this Utiiversity. He must write, «nd defend, a Dissertation upon 
some subject connected with Medical Science, and present it to the Dean of the 
Faculty, two weeks before examination. He must also pass a satisfactory ex- 
amination befctre the Medical Faculty, and in j>resence of a Committee appoint- 
ed to conduct the Examinations. 

Candidat'^s for the Degree of Doctor of Medicine are examined twice during 
the year — at the close of the Lecture Term, a.nd on the Monday preceding the 
first AVcdnesday in August. Degrees will be conferred at the clo.«e of the Lec- 
ture Term, and at the annual CommeQccmcnt, which takes place on the first 
Wednesday in August. 

Diuiui^ the Lecture TEnn, Surgical (JperatioDs and jMcdicul fldvice will bo gm* 
uUoufl to those preei^ntlng thenifplvcs bt'forc the Mcdienl C\s.&a, 

' Further particnlara refipeetitig the Mcdidml Department of the University may 
be obtained by addreEsing eithi-r of tbe Prol'eflj?ora^ or 

.SAMUEL W. TriAYER, Jr., M. D , Doan^ at KorUifeld, ¥t. 
. EiirliJigton, Vermont, August, 18^5. 



I 



^ . 



I 




f empter i 



i^!ixm' of Rpstpr and Eiizabcf!! SJreels, 



L 



SURGICAL IISTRUMEKT MAKERS 

TO THE • . " 

• ■ . Helij |j)i-|i ani) grnoliliju Citii liiispitaB, . ; 

Manufacture the various kinds of 
SURGICAL AND BENTAL liVSTRU3Ji:]\TS. 

viz : 
Ampntfiting, Trep-aiininir, Lithotomy, CoiichiniL', Cuppinjr, Pof:ket, Dis- 
secting, Strabi6inn<, MIdwi/ery, Phlebotomy,' Teeth [strmnents, etc. 

Plain and .Im[)roveti Scarificators, Sii^-er and Metallic Catheters, Bou- 
gie? for Rectum aud Urethra, of jMelal and Qnxn Elastic. Splints to the 
form of Lejr or Arm, Frj'.einre Machines and Apjiarat.ns for Deform itie?j, 
Trusses and Baiidui^es, 'i'liunih an<i Sprin;^ Lancet.-*, Tonsil InstruiJ;ent.s, 
Speculnms, etc. 

j^^^** ParticulaV atteiition paid to Repairs of rnsirnrnenls, and executed 
with neatness. 
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This is to certify, thnt r>te*-rs. DiOTesTr.:^ /J- Hknusv nre the regiilavly 
employed 8ur;,'ical Instrument Muktus to the New Yoik Hospital. 

' .lOIlN L. ROOME, Sijp't. 
New York Hospital, Marclr25ih, j8r)L 

I hereby certify, that M'cifes*!'^. Dkmps^tkr «5' Henley have been em[)loyed 
as Surgical Instrument MaK"crs Irtr the Brooklyn City Hospital, and have 
given such euUro satisfacfloil, tliut J take ^^reat ])leasure in thus attesting 
it. I 

JOHN HASLETT, M. IX, 
President of the Board of Trustees, and late Surgeon U. S Navy. 
Brooklyn, December 17th, 185L 

Having exairiined aiid tested the Sur;jir;al Instruments of Messrs Dkmp-. 
STKR 4* Henlky, I take great ]jLasure in pronouncing them foi* beauty, 
finish, and practical use, unsurpassed. • 

D. AYERS, M. n., 
Surgeon to Brooklyn City Hospital. 
Rrooklyn, Dccen)ber 17ih, IHoL 

Brooklyn, N. Y., December 23d, 1861. 
It gives me mutih ).leasure to testily- to tliri superior quality of the Ins- 
truments of Messrs. Dk:.mpsteii S^ Henley of New York. Those furnished 
by theua to ilie Brooklyn City Hospital, and several cases made for myself 
1 think ure e(jual, iinot superior to lo any I have ever se<'n. 

JAMES xM. MINOR, M. D. 
Sucgeon Brooklyn Cify Hof:pitaI, late passed Assistant Surgeon-, U. S. N. 

pS^D. 4' H. can aT.>o refer to X)\\ Ciif:i:SF."vtAN, and other eminent Sur- 
geons of New York. 
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iC Practice^ 6f Allopathy. 

The regular Praqfjtioner of Medicine 1ms almost insurmountable dilti- 
6ulties to Contend wjth, in the Tact, tKVit his prescriptions are necessarily 
little bettef ihan t'xperiraents, more /)articularly the Physiciart of the 
S6'ujh and West, from the fact that jhe purity and rtrength of Mc(Ji«lnes 
viii^ so very materigjUy. , ^.. •,;- 

It is well known that Laudanum is ysually made from the mosll in- 
ferior and unsaleable pieces of Opium, <vhicli seldo^ if ever coHtaiit halt 
the pr(yper.4u»uitity cfl Morphine. 

Rhul5?arfc' is powdered from roots, varying in price, from 20 ceiits to 
$l,()(Xf^er>f«6uiid, the.fcvver prices, of c?6hrse, more or less decayed and 
worift-catertV and thus being uns^kable, are powdered and colored to sell 

''5i;i#p.» . 

y. Instead of Jalap, larg'b quantities of tfi^ ** Spurious Jalap," and also of | 
a variety ){nown' as " j5lap Tops," are sold at about one-quarter the 
price of ihe Tn!fe Jalap. ^ ^ ^ 

For Peruvian Barkj apeast a thousaiXa Mtjhds of the worthless, inert 
Carthagena and Marafc^bo Bark, are gi*6tm($ and sold for eveYy pound of 
tlie^trne Peruvian Csil^hfifsL Bark. •• . . 

;. Novv, ?/thesy ;are factsP-and they certainly are well-known^ /dcts, and 
<^cry serioj;^,faefs, too^— ll^Av is it possible to prescribe witii ai^f fiertainty ? 
Is ^re^ripiii^g with sticli IWledicines anything else than experimenting ? 
, ApU thalfhey are facts; is abundantly proved by^ the Report of the 
Custom House Ihspector of Drugs and, Medicines, and also by the Report 
of the Special Commissioner.of the Secretary of the Treasury, onAduhdr- 
ate4 Jtnd Spurious Drugs'; \Vhieh Reports, shocking and humiliating as 
the^-are, do not »Uovv a titl/« o4' the faotr* in regard tp the wholesale adult- 
eration of Mediciin|s. -• 

Ought not the wliole Pro ffcasion feel- that their reputation, their svccessy 
and tjie lives of tlfeir patients, shoultC rest on a sftrer foundatiorf than 
** guess-work" c/f<6xneriments? .'•.;. 

Are not Pure {ileftieincs fiyr safer foc/tho rrjfvtoti^t'ypt^a Physicia'p, and 
far more economical, taking snccejis.m view^-^ fUfVh cheap Mej^icincs, 
whieh are entirely unreliable, even when they fhay have any virtAe ? 

THEH1§^C^f>.i?, your, earnest attention is requested to a branch of business 
intimately conlieete^ ^itliffl-iccess in ^e treatment of disease. It is well 
known among dealefaj ana yet not gpVierally known by the profese^ion and 
tliie ptiblic, that puke i^fi|t. Genuine medicines, particuliarly pur^ ;>oifrff;Trf 
drugs, irom the first quality of gums u'fiH roots, ^ire scarcely procurable in 
thia^ountry, and therelqve physicians bften pro$cribc medicines to meet 
ccj-fiiitj indications in tUe disease of th'e patienf/ without obtaining thedc- 
sir^^ itii^X beneficial re'fe^U. To enuiA'e.rfjte il/e articles of adulterated rae- 
d.ici&egiliat are daily sc^d i^ markey V/ould b.^ to name almost the entire 
list d^ the materia meftiia. From tjje finer and more important chemi- 
cals ftii.^tpharmaccuti(!q,l preparatiops/ s^'cli a's Morphine, Quinine, Hy- 
•_!.. T^ „ ^ /.vt ,. '^'' ' ^* ■ etc., down to the most com- 

^Y'lihubarb, Ipecac, etc., the 
, ^ _, _, _, .'vVit.liout analyzation)eveii the clo- 
sest iiispeclion will f^iil to detect iheA'i',; Quinine is often found largely 
a(|«Uerated (in somfp instances more-» ffia( liilll',)wiih Manite and other 
sutstanoes. Blue ^ass and CalomeHiu:>^e been found raufch more than 
half iiilfulteration. A gentleman, at one tiipe connected with an exten- 
sive itianufactunng establishment, inforhitA us that, just before he left 
5^ngland, the factoffy turned out more thari four thcnsa^ul pcinids of blue 
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pill, containing Barytes, instead of Mercury ; and tliat all was destined 
ibr the American market. 

Knowing this matter to be worthy the first and earnest attention of the 
l)ractitioner, we would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 
Circuhir. 



We wi.<h to 9<ill particular nttcntiou to our Extra Powders, which are 
pulverized from selected roots and gums of the very bestqiiality, and when 
necessary, every piece is brokeiV and dxamlncd under our own immediate 
supervision, and consequently possess }v purity hitherto unknown in this 
fc'ountry, and a uniformity 6f action upon wiiidh the physician may rely 
with perfy^t confidence. 

Our powuere<4'I[)ecac., Extra, also, will be f6Vind much superior to the 
usual artixjlc of commerce, being made from the true Brazilian Ipecacuan- 
ha, and consisting solely of the active orut«'r coating of the root, carefully 
seperated from the ligneous partSj and from all other inert matters. We 
powder only the roots of the true Mexican Jalap. In pulverizing Colocynth, 
Extrct^ we retain only the ucrive pulp.pf the apple, rejecting the seeds; 
Which latter c6iistitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and 
nearlyinert. Powdered Rhubarb, Extra, we prepare from the best East 
IndiaRhubarH, which is culled over with great care, every root being 
l^roken to detect any unsoundness. The powdered Resin Guaiac, Extra, is 
t'le pure Resin collected in tears, enlirel}' free Irom the dross and dirt usu- 
alto the ordinary Guaiiac *of commerce. The iSeammony, also, is powder- 
ed from an article differing in appearance, and very much superior to 
what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue Pill, bearing our label, 
will always contain oue-third part of Mercury, and 6\u Hydro -sublimed 
Calomel will be found to' be of a superior.^nd regular q^iality. Many of the 
roots from which the Extra Powders are prepared, are sifted and wash- 
ed, and so many extraneous roots, etc., etc.. are culled out, that the loss is 
often from one-quarter to one-third of the original weight, making, con- 
sequenllv^ a very different article from the ordinary Powders ofcommerce. 
Particular Notice. — Having repeatedly heard that it is asserted that 
the SUPERIOR QUALITY of our Extra Powders,, and the unusual "cake in 
preparing them, is all pretence, and that no one wouhVtake so much trqu- 
ble and timej^w^e merely^ state that wc have on hand, to shmv to any one 
llonbtlng the fafJs, the Sfchs culled from cubeb^v■ the seeds taken from the 
Pqlp of the Colocynth, xhe^ivoody inert parts of the Ipecac, the extraneous 
roots^ culled. fiom Pink, Senega, Serpentaria, etc., and various other tang- 
ible proofs of the difference between our Extra Powders and the ordina- 
ry Powders of the trade.' . . 

Care is taken to have these *'Extra Medicine!^" not only jntre, but of .the 
best quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be ob- 
ttti»»ed of us in their original state, as some may desire a supprio^artiole to 
use unpowdered. The life of the patient, as well as Ihe success and reput- 
ation of the physician and apothecai-y, depends so,much upon the prompt 
action of the medicines used in sickness, that wo ieel every confidence 
that any effort id furiiit«h them with pure and superior drugs will be fully 
appreciated. To preseryethe preparations irom being injured by the air 
and moisture,' ^hoy are f^neraliy put up iii bottles and jars, containing 
oru: pound each, and also in five f^nd ten i"»oyndr^ r.^nisters. Tiiey sfhould 
bf kupr ar- niiieli i\s |]oi!*?ible from the li;:ljit. ^ 

It will bis obsinved that tliw prke'^i of tli£«yr "ntpmur articles ni'e necef.-n- 
rily biglui \\vt\\\ Those of ilic 0}ilinn.ry kind, aud pbyT^icinri^ ftnd inc?ruhni(t.^ 
at n dif^Tunte, whcMi they wie^h this quality weiil tljcm, fire pHrtifUilfuly n'- 
qiiustud to write far the "Extka MeiucinE:*" oi' 

Philip Scliiefl'eliit, Haiii4!s & Co^.^ 

IyKI:G^;^^^^ Ayr niEMisrs. kew tork. 
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EXTRA POWDERS. 



Aromatic Powder,U.S.P.jPuIv. Digitafts, 



Pulv. African Pepper, 

" Alum, ! 
" Alls|)i(u'j, 

*' AIdms, CajK', ; 

*' ** Sofot, j 

" As-iaftiJtida, : 

*' Autini. llel". PAk. ; 

Siilpl). . ; 

*' Auii:asf.iira Dark, ; 

'• AuiMjfds, \ 
*' Baybcriy iiark, 

" Belladonna, • \ 

" Llood Kdot, ; 

" Bitter Root, ; 

'* Black Root, ; 

*' Borax, ' 
*' Buclia, 

" CarawMy Seeds, / 

*« Cantli<iri<le.s ; 

" Canclla Alba, ; 
" Cardiuiion, (seoJ.-,), 

" Cicnta, - 

" .CraiK'.bil!, , f 

*' Cloves, i 
"* C'iuijauion ordinary,, 

Covlon, ; 

" Cr4io:.b, Blac-k, , 

" Cofumbo, \ 

'* Colcl)U;uni Root, > 

Seed, ; 

" Colocvnth Pulj), ; 

" Cubfbs ': 

Pottle:* and Cans at eo.-t. 



Elccimpane, ; 

" Erjrot, . < 

*' * " 1 o/. vial^, 
•'* Sxt. Coloeynth C*d, 
" ** Licorice, Calab, 
*' Fceniigrck Seed, ; 
•' Gentian Root, 
*" Ginjifer, Jamaica, ; 
** Golden Seal, 
" Guaiac R"?in, Teyrs 
*' Gum Arabic, Turk., 
•* Ganiboije, 
" Masticb, 
" IVIyrrh, 
" Trajracantb, 
" Ili'llebore, White', 
" Hyosciainus, 
" Ipecac, 

'* Ipe.eac and (>i>iu»ri', 
" Jalap, ! 

'' Kiiib; True, 
*' Lobt'lia, . . ' 

" " Seeds, . i 

" Mandrakr^, 
" Marsh Rosemary, 
" Mace, ' ; 

'' Mezereon, 
" Nux Vomica, • 

" Nitrate Potas:?, Pure, 
" NLitmei^s, 
" aNntjralls, 

Ol^um, Turkty, 



Pulv. Orange Peel, 
" Orris Root, 
" Pei)per, Cayeinie, 

American, 
" Pepper, Black, . 
" Pe»"uv. Bark, Loxa, 
" '- *^ nyi\, 

" " *' Calisaya,, 

" Prickly Ash, 
•^ Pink Root, 
*' Pleurisy Root, 
*• Rhubarb, 'l'urk»^v, 
*» " E. India, 

** Ixliatany Root. 
*' Sara pa rill a. Para, 
" Sage, 

" Summer Savory, 
" Sweet Marioram, 
" Sabina, 
" Senna, Alex. 
*' Scneka Root, ^ 
" Scairi. Allepo, ^»o. 1 
*' " Vjr^cin,. 
" *• *' 1 oz. 

vials, 
" Snakeroot, 
^' Squills, 

*' Sulphate Cojipcr, 
*' " Iron, 

" " P<itass, 

" Uva Ursi, 
" Valerian, English, 
ETC., ETC., inc. 



When put up in 1-4 and 1-2 lb. Bottles, at 10 



cents per lb. advance. 

As many of the Gums, etc, are oi unusv.nl jmriiy, for instance, Gnaiac, 
A.loes, Assafo'tida, etc., etc., they are very liable to run together and be- 
come solid. Even tlu^ ordinary common Gums of Commerce are .so apt to 
run together, that Drug-Grinders generally grind with them some wJody 
substance, snoh as Licorice-root, Gentinu-root, etc., etc. Some roots that 
are ri^idiin resin, such as Rhubarb, Jalap, etc , are also apX to agglomer- 
ate. The ExTHA Povv«KRs, being i)erfectly pure, and Jree from all foreign-* 
substance^-, arc? therefore more liabh^ to become solid than the common' 
qualities; but where they do so wc will replace them with others I'.jat are 
freshly powdered. 

Pitre ClacuiicaSs prei^ared at oiir Laboratory. 

Ammonia A<[na, '. Cryst. -Syrup Iodide Iron, 

'' Liqno? Fort. ', *' " Protoiod. ;Sulpluiret Potassa, 

Ainrnoniatt'd Alcohol, Mori)hinc, Suli)liate, Valett's Fcrrnginons 

Argent Nitras, '. '• Acetate, '; Mas.«, 

*• " Crystals, Granville's Lotion, Zinci Aeetas, 

Lunar Caustic No. 1.2 o-Gallic Acid, Zinci Sulphas, 

T'eni Ca-b. Precipitated Oil Copal va, 'Zinci Chloride. 

" Siilj^iias pLitij, Oil CnbtibrJ, Chlprodr; StjiliL di-, La- 

*' ''^^ 1 E.%3iiu:at, Fr^eipitint? Chalky :; bamqui^^. 

Iodide Ar^eui(% Pnipdc ^alA^ :Cc>nlVctjou Kn^Pi^, 

" Li.»;id, Csy-taJs, :l?otii#Ati NLtnii-, Piifti, ; ** Scijtui, 

*■ Lcin, :^'ir}^chnui{> Klue Fill Msts^. 

]McrcU!,y, Win Jodkl , c^jiKii^ ^\\in Dvikii, VnYyiX MkircminU 
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Scliieffelin, Haines & Co. 



Many of these chemicals differ decidedly in appearance from the chi'niic- 
als ofcommercej as well'as in their valuable jjrojjertics, and bear externally 
the iityh^ of our manufacture, pking in rRVFTALS, and having the pecul- 
iar ciiYSTALLiNE riiAKACTKKiSTKT of each jutii-lc I wliile those usually spld 
aK<^ in tlie powdeivd st;ite, in \* liii-'4 form it i« dlrneiilt ro jnd/r'' of purity. 

The Crystals of the Iodides of Lend and iVit.'rcijry, and llie Sulphate of 
Morphine more partieulariy, are much esteemed by all who have tried 
thein,»and our soluble Precipitate Carb. Iron, i*^itrate of Silver, Extra Blue 
Pill JN'Jass, hold the first rank amonj^ choice chemicals. 

Our Hf dro AlGOllOliC Extracts are prepared by steam process 
ill a Patent Vacuum AppaTatUS, '^nd at the law hmperature 
of nearly one hnndred decrees belcw the boiliui^ [joint, so that the valuable 
projjerties of the i)lant are jiroso-'vcd uninjured, and at the sanje 'time a 
con.tistenrCj color , and taste art; obtained which are not found in t]u^ veget- 
ablt> extracts now in common use-, and which are sulilcient evidence of 
their superiority. Among them are 

Ext. IJelladouna. .Ext. Digitalis. 

Gentian, Opt. 

" Ovdinary 
Hvo-^eiamus. 
Hops. 
Jalap. 
Lupuline. 
Mandrake. 
Nux Vomica, 
Opium. 
Pink root. 



Hutternat. 
Buchu. 
Blood root. 
Boneset. 
Conium. 
Chiimomile. 
Coloevnth Ordinarv. 
Opt. 



?Ext. (Quassia. 

; ^' Rhubarb. 

] " Sar.'.'a])arilla, Sirnj)!.- 

> " '• Conip. 

' " Para ** Alcoholic. 

J " Hond 

■ '* Stramonium. 

•" '* " seeds. 

' *' En^lish'ViUerian. 

'. "' Dutch 



'• Dandelion, Alcohol." 
" ''• Inspi.^sat.; 

Observe, that it is a wdl-c^tablished fact, that vit^itf plants which, in 
thnir native rcudition.t^ arc jwifsejiftcd uf very active incdicinaJ properties , lose 
hy CAilUviiUoii {heir jicculiar. characteristics, and become nearly inert. Some 
vegetables which belong to poisonuis families of plants, by cultivaticii are made 
innoc'iums, and are freely eajai as focdj as the Potato^ Parsnip, Celery, etc. 

To ensure to our Extracts, such as Ilyosciamus, Belladonna, Conium, 
etc., all the active tlu-rapeutical, effects which they should possess, we take 
pains to procure the Herbs fiom which they are prepared, from places 
where they are indigenous to the soil, viz : irom Germany, France, India, 
England, etc., and they are consequently much superior to Extracts made 
from the cultivated Plants of American growth. 

The dilference is very apparent between the.-3e Extracts and those of 
any other make, not only in appearance, but also far more in flavor and in 
the peculiar axoma of the herbs; so much so, that even without the labels, 
they are easily distingui.«hable by the taste and smell. These are facts of so 
much importance, that they should be remembered by all who have occa- 
sion to use medicinal vegeUi.6ie extracts. • . 
* These Extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Elxtra Powders, 
have received the unqualified approbation of various Medical Associa- 
tions, and of Physiciffhs and Apothecaries, and have elicited many comp- 
limentary letters on their good qualities. The following token of approb- 
ation is from the Ohio Medical Convention : — 

^'Resolved. — That the thanks of the Medical Profession are due to. the 
house of Philip Schieffelin 4* Go., of New York, for theil- ellbrts toXur- 
nish the commimity with pure drugs ; and we; recommend their Extra 
Medicines to the confidence of Dealers and Practitioners." 

Their superior ejffi^acy in all prescriptions will at once be apparent to 
every one who reflects upon the diliiculty oftentimes ex])erienced in the 
administration of the common drugs of counnerce, and the loss of life and 
oi reputation consequent upon the use oi' iuert remedies. 

COD LIVER 0/L.— The great ahd increasing demand for COP LIV- 
EH OIL, and the difficulty of X)roeuring tht oil in its pure state, and sue 
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To Snr^eons. 

as, we can guarantee to our customers, have induced us lo Sr^nd an h|^! hl 
to Ithfe fisheries, lor the purpose ot'havinj^ the beSt articlt^ ibat cjan bi^ of- 
.i'cred in market. This article will also bear our lab(?l when put up in bm- 
tlej»,and bo warranted pure, when oijdered in bulk^* 

To Druggists. In addition to the Extra Medi.cj^nii&j wv ni^j litrnji 
;i; large and Well-assorted istoek of the ordinary Drugs anrl MetticiiU";^ ol 
.coirhnerce, carefiniy selecteck, and the best that can be prcxturpd. Our Es- 
^sential Oil?* and other Liquids we obtain fyprh the most reliable r^ourfur^, 
and jlrc submitted to every known test for irfipurities ; antl wit Hvuid ptir- 
chasin<5 any kind of Drugs in lh« powdered state 

Oiir arrangenienfs and facilities are such that we can oiTer iiidueemeui-i 
to Dealers which must influence all who- not only like to have a Hiir eq- 
uivalent jor ilijir money, but at the same time to have Gootlj? ihat fUT 
what they 7? «r}/or^ to-be, and such as will bear the stricte^^t exnifiinadoLL 
and analysis. "^ 

PURE CHLOROFOR^.^Much oCihe Chloroform of commerce h^- 
•ing very impure, and its use having in some. cases been aitemled with tin- 
I>kupuiit t'oiiT^i'iitiencL'ii, -wc have btcn repeatedly urged 10 make Fnine, nir 
our Labomioryt of a quuiUy superior to that gerferally for F^ale in thi.4 mar- 
ket. We vi'tniUU iiierelbrc% intorm ilie Medical Profession that we havf 
prepnu'd a^i articks !he p;irlty of which can be implicitly rellis^ on, 

NITRATE OF SII4VER can atsy be obtained from us perfoptjy pure ^ 
eathL'r ai Mhk'^ fir dryirULls, manurjurtured at our Laijoratory, 

MO RPIiiNE. ~-0\t7 Morphine Iinving acquired a reputiiUnn ^uperiar 
to any others thoHi \vhn bTvvc occasion to use the article will bt! patbAed. 
of its exceilciicL" by si'^in;! it a trial. 

^-S^We qbo prt'parfi the Stfntp of ludide of lion, U. S, F., nuw ^a hightj- 
ei^lecme^d/LS a reinetly ill Scrofulous* Complaints, and alsn DnpasfiLiter^' 
,Syr. lod, Iroii^ whicdi U a niuch niilder preparation, and bettc^r adapted 
for Ltidk^s and CldUren, These articles (which it is of the grentf.^t coii- 
sequenc^e tp Pbviiiciattss to lmv« of telhible quality) are, widi our otliLi 
prcparatinti^j olfcfrcd to tUo tiotleL^ of those desiring Pufe Drugs am> 

' Fliilip ScliieflTeliii, Haines ^ C&,y 

s, lOT Water St;reet, JVe^ir Y|>ili. 



TO SUEGEOSS! 



LIXpOTOMT INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE. 

A MOST COMPLETE ROX OF SURGICAL INSTRUMIiInTS for 
LithcHOmy and Lithotrity, many fiieia red by Luer of Pari:?^ i^ oiTered (vr 
salt; at a price considerably btflow cost. The above-r-tlie propeity of 11 
Physician — ^has never been uscl!. The Invoice is in the handrf of ilio mi- 
dersij/nt'd, ay tvtU li^ the Box. Lri.'^t price— 1'80. 
J, t\ ROBiLLARD, 
Ott. Nti. 79 Fulton Street, Ntvv Vurk. '^ 
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Publications Received. 

From Blanchard A Lka. PliihulelpUin, By Exprcs?. 

A Prficticnl Trentiise on ilie D!s«»:i«t's f)!' Cliiiilrrn. By D. Francis Condie, 
M. D., Secrctniy r»r ilie C.)ll»'g.* of Pliy<ici!«ii? ; Mi'inW.'- ol ili.' M ili ■ 
r'\\ A.s.-*o( iuion ; M^"ImI)im- of iIk* Atficiitruu Philo-opljiciil Socit-iy, rio. ' 
Fonnli Elirioii, ri'vis.fl -ind anjjiiKiiiled. Pliiliidtjlpljia : Blanchard A 
Lea, 1853. 8n^o. pp. 732. 
Gt»n«*rBl Th"pnt)-iiticM ati'l Mut»riu M -tlicJi : nct-^ptt*.! for a T.'Xt-book 
By RoBLEV Dr'NOLisoM, M. I)., rmfHssor of fiisii!iit»\-< nl' Mt-dicim-, vw... 
iti Ji'lf.^r-*oii M'(li<-:il C )th*i^u J)!' PliiliuL-lpliia ; rornn'tly Prori'-'.-'or ol" 
]^T iterirt M 'dica uikI riiiTsipi'iiric.-* in iIi* Univi-iJily oI" V^ir^^inia mikI 
;M irylaiKl, and ill Ji-ir-r-^on M -dical C )ll«g.' ol' Pliiliidrlphia. Willi 
187 illn^trari-.ii:*. Fil'fli Ediiioii, levi^nd jind ini|)iov«-(l. Fn ' uvo 
VolnnvAS. Pliiladtdpliia : Blanchard & Lea, 18f.3. 8vo. pp. 536. 522 
Th** M Mlical Formidary: biding a (;t)lli'cii()ii ciT Pie-si-.ripiioii*, dcrivt-d ffoin 
llie w -itiiig"* i»!id practicH of insniy ol" tin* mo-<i oniiinMit Pliy.-^iciMns In 
America ami Earoi)". To^oilier wiili ih« ii<nal Dit^tcfic pivpji raiions 
i\ud Aiiri<lat"S Ibi- PoTsons. To wliicli is adilfd an Appt-ndix, on tin' 
K'i(lerniic \}<ii oC M •djcines,«aiid on the n.<»' of Etlinr nnd Ciilornlonn. 
.Tlio whole accjompanied with a lew hricJ Piiarnun-eniical and Mi'iHcal 
Ol)"?ervation!<. By Ben'.t.VMin Ellis, M. D., Lite Prolessor ol Materia 
S M'dicaand Phnmacyin the Philrid.'Iphia Coll gi; of Phaiinaiy .— - 

T«'nrli Edition, revi-s •<! and mnoh ext-'nd.'d. By Rt^murr P. Thomas, 
M. D., Prole:?-?!)!- oI'Mii'Mia M flici in tho >li<'i:e olPliarniaoy. Phda- 
il.'l[)liia: Blanchard 4: Lka, 1854. 8vo. pp. 293. 
A Treatise on the Venereal Dl-ewe. By Jl)H.>i HirNTfeR,J'\ R. S. With 
copious addition^, by Dr. Philip Ricjrd, Snr^ri-on lo ihe H6,»ital i\\} Mi- 
di, Pi»ri.s, etc. £ litfd, with notes, by Freeman J. Bum'^tkad, M. D., 
Physician lo th" N.)'tli Western Di'inMisarv, Nv-w York. Pndadelphia : 
Blanchard k Lea, 1833, 8/o. p^j. 512. Eight liiriographic plates. 
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CLEXrCAL DEPARTMEXT, 

CHnica! Lecinres on tlie DUcasea of Women and CUUdren, delivered In 
tli'3 U jivdrjity of Nliw YuE-k, by Pfofo^sr^r BeDFSRDi and reported fo 
Nec<30»*s American La>cet :^ 

LKCTITRE XXXVf , 95 

Anaemia In a ni irfied wjintii, a^ed 30 /tfars, tli« motLer of fuiir cliiUl- 
reQiWUh incipientnnisarca, tlia result ofprdffLi*B Haurli rig during a mis- 
carriage diree m J a displace,— Freq^uent desire to pass water in a married 
wom^ii, 27 yaarsof a^e. — KysterEa from defecuvo menstruation iri a 
widnw woifi^n agtrd 2l* yearfl^ the itiotber of two children. — Absoes? in 
this noek of a chiM^ two years of nge. -^Facial Ileaiiplegia in an infiJtnt 
10 days okh — Venereal chaticrus in a woman S4 years of age. — Gesla- 
lion six ininihi^ advanced complicated wiih Phthista Puhnonalis, in 
a yomig married wjm m^ aged 20 years. Does Pregnancy exercisti 
any infltience Incnntrolling eitliif ih^ devdopmisiir, or progress of 
Pliihisis Pulmonalis? 

OillGINAL DEPARTMENT. 

A^T. XXLV. An Appeal to the StLito oTNew Vork to Legalne the 
Dissection of the Djad* Being a a Intrciductory Lecture Delivered at 
the Opening of the Session of tlie Medical Department of the Uni- 
versity of New York. By Joupj W. DRjiPEfi, M- D., 'President of 
the Medical Faculty, 1(J5 

Art. XXV. Report on the Meteorology, Medical Topography, and 
Pfevailing Diseases of B'^aafert Coanly* North Carolina. Submit- 
ted to the Medical Societ}' of BLjaufori C juniyj by S. S. Satch- 
WELL, M. D., 112 

Art, XXVI. Ohiservaiioitfi on BlunorrhagJa or Gonorrhosn* By M. 
Lafayette: BvitN, M. D, , of New York Cjiy^ 119 

AiiT, XXVir. lijcternal Application of Chloroform. By^ — ^ — , M. 
D., o[ Siig Haibor, Now York, 122 

Art. XXVin. An Exi.reme Case of Hypertrophy of the Left Ventri- 
cle of the Heart. By O, C. Gibus, M. »., of Perry, OliSo, 123 

ArtT. XXIX* TfCEtlmentol'Puerperal Convulsions. By J, M, Nve, 
M . D,, of Ly n n,iii ssaclmscitts 124 

Aar. XXX. Eryi?ipela^ of the Face ; t> ^M\u By H. C. Cuoley, %, 
D.J of Laurens Court Honse, Soutli Cornlina, 12-5 

Art. XXXL Miternal Inflnence on the Foftus as eiliibiled In a 
Cut. By Rev. James M. HAaTWEr.T., of Hampton, Nevt' HarnpsUire, 126 
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THE SUBSCRFBER^lrin delirer hU Tliird flnunl Winter Course of L*».c- 
tiirt'siur ]853*i on the Anatomy, Physiology, pathology and j^era* 
pcutics of the Eye at the 

NEW- YORK OPTHALMrC HOSPITAL, 
N0. 9 Stuyv€safU Place, btiween Tkird-affmue qm4 Mfifk'Stte0, 

The [ntrodiM'tory to the Course will begin on Wednesday Nov^Stiji fttjjB^ 
o'cFo"k P. M. nt tJniversity Medicnl College in l^ih 'Street. 

Subject : '*The qnalificRrion!* requisite to cpnsti^te jan nccomplisji^d 
Opthnimic Snrg<eon; and the only means by whrcfai tihcy may be at- 
tained." 

Students of M^^cJicine and ^^lembers of the j^edical Profesdon are respec- 
iiiUy invited to atiend. 

The profits re«!ultinj» from these Lee tUNfjj will be givei;! tp that .^oW^f 
Charity tlie Nevv York Qpthalmic Ho:»()itfil> 

Tickets for the Course tr).iy be obt.iined at theHpspi,lal, or of Dr. Ste- 
phenson, at his resideiKre, No. 167 East Fourteenth S^treet near Secon^ 
Avenue. 

Lecture on each Thursday evening, and Clini^ues evecy Ti^esday 
Thursday antl Saturday, A-Qm 2 to SoViof'k P. M. 

MARK STEPHENSON, ISJ. D, 
^urgeontofhe Ncuo-Yor^ Opthedmic Hospital f 

The Lectures will be illustrated by jPALftYMPH&'s magnificent engra<< 
viiigs ou the pathology qf ^he Eye, ^i'ssectipna. |^deU, ca8«8» c^c, 
. Ne^ York. October 20tli, 1853. ? 
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UniTersitjr of Verknout. 



MEDICAL DEPAETMEIT. 



Rkv. WonTBLtoTox SjirrB, p. D., Preiideni. 



FACULTT OF MBDIOXNB. 



Samuel W. l^ayer, Jr., M. D., ProfV^:«or of Th#»nrv «nd Pmctice of 

Mfdicitie and Pathology, Rrid President olthe Metjicai FBcnhy. 
Walter Carpenter, M. D., ProfeMor of Mjitirm Mettica and Therap. 
Orren Smith, M. D^ Professor of Ob*tetri«i!«, the Diseases of Women 

and Children, and Obstetrical Jari:*pr»idence. 
Zlsra 8. Carr, M. 9^ Professor of Chemistry, Pharinacv,and Toxicology 
Horace Nelson, M.X>^ Professor of Sur^ri^ry and SiirKicnl Jurisprudence. 
Zneiyi W. BUsa,. BA. D., Professor of Anatomy and Phvsiolojry. 

LECTURES ^Tbere will be delivered in the Medical Department of Ibe Uni- 
versity of VeiTOont an annual Course of Lectures " oommenoing on Thursday the 
2^ of February, and contimiing sixteen weeks* 

COXDmONS OP MBiMBERSHIP.— Every Stndent niu^t enter his name and 
feMdeooir also that of his Instructor in the Register kept for that purpose. 

FEES.-^Matrioulatinn, $3 ; Fnll Course of Lectnres, $50 ; Oraiuation, $18. 
Stndetits wh<rhave attended two full Courses of Lectures at other regular Med- 
ieaf^Htitirtimuu^wil! be admitted upon the payment of the Matriculation Fee, 
and4i fee of TeH^ollars. 

^REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATTON.-OTie Candidate fawtbe twenty- 
one years of afre-«-ia4a)iligent and moral — must bare a knowledge of the rodim- 
ents of the' Latin Ia««gi^^tge— studied Medicine foi> three years with a respectable 
PraotttiHuer— *and* have attended two full courses of Lectures, one of which must 
hare been'ln^his University. He must write, and defcifd, a Dissertation upon 
some nibjeeteaaneoted iHtii Medical Soieaee, and presant -ft to the Dean of the 
FatfuHy, two weifli#Jbefore examination. He must also- pass a satisfiiotory ex- 
amination before the Medical Faculty, and in presence oia Committee appoint- 
ed to conduct the Exani'inartiiws. 

Candidates for the Degree of.Doctor of Medicine are examined twice durinj^ 

the year--at the elose of the 8>a(9ire Term, and on the Monday preceding tbe 

first Wednesday in August. Depves will be conferred at the ^clo^e of the Lrc- 

ture Term, and at tbe annoal Comaseneemtnt, which takes place on the lint 

> Wednesday In August. 

"during the Lecture Term, Surgical opetations and Medical advice will be gra- 
uitOM» to those presenting themselves before the Medical Class. 

■ Fiirti«er particulars respecting the Medica!! Department of the University may 
bi' obtalDod b}' suldi-oisfiiiig cithdf of the ProfMFCprff, or 

i'MWtL W. THAYER. Jr., fiL D , Dean, at Koathfid^ Vt. 

BurUngtOJi, VfirtSflnt, August, IB.Sa* 



Dempster fc Henlejr* 

*«^e* '♦ 

Corner of Hester and Eiizabetb ^e%% 



SUEGICAL nSTRTJMEIT MAKEES 

TO THE 

Utto gffrk anir ^riwMp Citj firsjitals, 

Mainifiiotm5» the ▼aziout kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL, INSTRUMENTS. 

viz : 
Ampurating, Trepanning?, Lithotomy, Condiin^, Cupping, Pocket, Dii- 
secting, Strabismus Midwifery, Phlebotomy, Teeth £«triiments, etc. 

Plnin Hrul Improved Scarificators, Silver and Metallic Cathetcrfl^ Bou- 
gies ibr Rectum and Urethra, of Metal and Gum Eintttic. Splints to the 
form of l^g or Arm, Fracture Machiues and App:irutiis for Dt^fonnrie.s 
Trusses and Bandages, Thumb and Spring Lancets, Totiiiil Instruments, 
Speculums, etc. 

Jf^^ Particular auention paid to^Repairs of Intftrumonts, and ej(4*cuted 
with neatness^ 



Thi^Ls to certify, that Messrs. Dempster ^ Henlbv are the regularly 
employed Surgical lustrutuent MsLkers to the Nt'W Yortf> Ho!*pital. 

JOHN L* ROOME, Sup»t. 
New York Hospital, March 25th, 1851. 

I hereby certify, that Me.«srs. Dr-mpstbh ^ HRF»r:.«Y have been employed 
•s Surgical Instrument Makers for the Brooklyn City hospital, and hnve 
given surb entire satisfaction, that I take great pleasure in thus.atte»ting 

K>HN HASLETT. M. D.. 
President of the Board ofTruDteeSr »nd late Surgeon U. S Navy. 
Brooklyn, December 17th, 1861. 

Having examined and tested the Surgical Instruments of Me^isrs Dkm • 
STRR 4* Henley, I take great pleasure in pronouncing theni for beauty, 
finish, and practical use, imsu<rpawed# 

* D. AYERS, M. D., 

, Sutgeon to Brooklyn City HospitaK 
- Brooklyn, December Irth, I86'l. 

Bi^oklyni N. Y., December 28d. 1851. 
Vt gives me much* pleasure to-t»»«riiy to-ib • M»u.r}or quality <»< th ■ Ins- 
truments of Mossr?). De»'ps«kk 1^ Hxifi.ET of New York.' riiof» uni-iliKd 
by them to the Brooklyn City ri.idpitai, and s^veiui cases mode lor my elf 
1 think are equal, if not tto^^erior to to any I hive ev()r .seen. 

JAMES M. MINOR, M. D. 
Surgeon Brooklyn- Cify Hospital, late pae:sed A.iiti.itantS«iHrgeon, U. S. N. 

/a^D. 4* H. can »lso' ref jr to Dr. CtiBBtVtfAit, and oflior eminent Sun* 
geons of New York. 
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The Praciiee of AliopatUr* 

Tiie* regular Pmcthiofjer of Medicine Im^ aiinost insumioun table dirTj- 
piiliie* lo conteiitl with, hi tilt:? iActj ih:u ht!* prt'sicriptiojl:* nrt' lU'cx'^^iiriJy 
iittle better tlinn experimejit*, mott' fmrikijintly lUtf Plij'?icjtui of tht; 
South and Wt-^, Tram iLe futn tJiat ilie insfity mitl itrcngiU of RJfiiitintJS 
vary sd Very nittcrinny, 

"" It iS ^ell knotVn TliuiLawdnnutri U u*mally nudde ffbm tUe mo}<t iti- 
feiiotitnci tirilHleiibltj pht^i^ of Opium, ^Ijfch seldDii^ if over cotitaiti bull 
the prqfpt'r q^funury o1 MdrjjUine. 

Rtuibarb is pd\vdere'd Ijfom roots, vary ijoj^ in prje<?,.rrom 20 oenta to 
fl,00 i>er pound, tbe lower piice^, of cdiu*e, moi'e or ii*?:* dccnyed and 
worni-eateh, and tlilirj bt^ing uiiir.Ujiblt^ are powdcftd and tdlorid to sell 
" cheap." 

Instead of Jalup, larjife fHiaritttic* oftUb '* SpurmU^t Jakp," arjd al?o oi" 
a variety known hh '* Julap TopV oJi^e sold at about one-quarter the 
price of ilii True Jalaps 

Fpr Peruvian Bark, M lea*t a thousand pounds of iU(S worihles,^ in#Tt 
CariHagfna itnd Mfir»*caibo Bark, ary ground nud sold foryvery pound of 
thf* true Peruvian Ctila^nyit Bark. 

Now, t/thdse nfL^ fticts^and tlit-y neriainly ure well-known facts, and 
vt jy serib'us Itigt?^, loo — bow is it pc^stble to prescribe with any teitainfy ? 
Is pr^ribinjt with i*iich Medic Jiie» ^iiythini^ el^ than eiiH^rinRutmf*^ ? 

And that thL-y ar*; ftu'Vs Iri abuEidantly prpvrd by ihf Rispori of rhp 
Custom House In^fjeutor of Drue? and ]Me<^l.cEneE!, and al?o by rbe Re-prrt 
of the Special Ctnnmifisiouer brrheSeerL'tary of the Treasury, on AduUe,* 
a ted and Spuiiou'* Drugs \ whith Re|>ort9, i4iockin5 aud bumiliaiioff ns 
they are, do not ?ibdw a t idle of the* facts in rt-gard to die whoktaalo adult- 
eration of Medieine.^H 

Qujxht not llie wltole Pmfeasion feel that ih&ir rqnttaihnt their nverc^x^ 
and the lives of their paiimit^v should r^t ou a surer Ibundotiou than 
** gdess-work" or exML^rmii-aifl? ^ 

Are ndt Pu re M ed i c i n e a I a r safer for ll te reputa 1 1 wt o f a Ph yr^icia r> , and 
far rtlore econonucal, taking xiircf^J in vit^*-, than clieaji Mniheine^i 
which are entirety utireliabU'; even wheii ihL'y may have any virtue ? 

TufeREPORC, your earriMSt attention is rt^qdusti'^l to a braneh of bufinessi 
i n dma tely eo 1 1 n ou ted w i i li *« u* 'Ct-f s in i be i i*n h n u n t o f d i *f ii ?e. 1 1 j y wt 1 1 
known artidii;^ d^'altT-^ and yei not ^eofndly known by (be proJe^jiiouaud 
the public, that fUJCB and Gi:;si'jNe luediciue.'!, panic n liarly j mi e puvjdatd 
drugs, from iheiirj^t iitisdity ol fjiiin* and rooi,s, arc ^tartt'ly procurable in 
this coiihtry, and therMor*' [)hy^,uiaiis u\\cn preiK:! j-be nirdicitit?!?: to meei 
certain indicaiionrf in the dis?ea^ ol the pAtiL^at, w^Thoiu (jbiniiihi^ the tk- 
sfreu and. beilLfitjinl rebuit.^ To enuuierniL- Ihf aniek-t of adidrt rati-d im - 
dicines that are tbijly ?old in tn;irket* wotild he to humt^nhno.^t thw entire 
list 6f the materia hiediun. From the fiuur and iiJtiiL* iniportarct tlH'niti'^ 
cah? and pharnmcetltienl preparutitJO^ Fiich n^i. MoiimiM^, Qiixi.ne, llv* 
DRioDAXK PoTAJss^ Calomkl, J^us PiLL, tic, ctc., dowu to tilt hioBt com- 
mon, atul ddi I / u^t-S ^uth n? Cicn 111 Tartar, Rhubiirb, Ipeene, etc., iJie 
adulteration are fo adroJtJy mad; that (wiikoiu itnalyy,ation)even thf clo- 
sest inspection will lad to deteel tbem. Quiiiint! U oUun ibund larH:rly 
adulterated (in ?oine iDitan&cs njOrti that b'allJVidi Manila and other 
drtbstunees. IIlii£ uiit^ivnd L\dotuelbu^vii.beun found nmch more tlian 
lialf adulteration. A j^t^ntlKimih, at one titiie cdnnetiVd.wiih an ixtto- 
,«ive manufacturing e^talJli^bnleDt, iiilbmied us tlmip jn,*i before he k-li 
England, the laetory turned out wiftrffAun fm^r tUv.^afjd prntiuLi oi' blue 
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Scliieffeliti, Ilaiues & Co* 
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pill, containing Baryti38, instead of Mercury ; and that all \Vas destined 
for the American market. / 

Knowing this mutter to be worthy the first and earnest attention of the 
practitioner, we Would respectfully ask attention to the accompanying 
Circular. 



We wish to cacll particular attention to our Extra PowderS, lA^hicli are 
pulverized froni selected roots and gfiimsof the very best qiialiry, and whrn 
necessary, every piece is broken and examined under our oWn immediate 
supervision, ant^ Consequently possess a purity hitherto unknown in this 
country, and a Unilormity of action ifpon which the physician may rely 
with perfect confidence. 
Our powdered Ipecac, JSxtra, al«o\ will be found much superior to the 
usual article of commerce, being ma<Je from the true Brazilian Ii)eeacuan- 
ha, and consisting solely of the active out»>r coating of the root, carefully 
seperated from the ligneous part?*, and from all other inert matters. We 
powder only the roots* of tffe true Mexican Jalap. Ifl pulverizing Colocynlh, 
Extra, we rtitain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the seeds; 
which latter con.«titute tWe principal part of .the weight of the fruit, and 
neavlyinert. Powdere Rhubarb, Extra, we prepare icm ilie best East 
IVidiaRhuLarb, M'hich is cullid over with great care, every loot being 
broken to d t 'Ct any unyoundness. The powdered ResijiGuaisic, jFa-Zra, is 
tie pure RjB.«in collected in tears, en»irely free trom the dross and dirt usu- 
hUo the ordinary Guriiac of commerce. The Scamniony, also, is powder- 
ed from an arti(;le ditfering in appearance, and very much superior to 
what is usually sold for Aleppo Scammony. Blue Pill, bearing our label, 
will always contain one third part of Mercury, and our Hydro-sublimed 
Calomel will be found to beof a superior and regular qunlity. Msiny ol the 
roots from which the Extra Powders are prepared, are SLt-'TED and wash- 
ed, and -o many «*xtraneous roots, etc., etc., are culled out, that the loss is 
often from one-quarter to one-third of the original weight, making, con- 
sequently, a very ditferent article from the ordinary Powders of commerce. 
Particular Notice. — Having repeatedly heard that it is asserted thnt 
the siterior qtiality of our Extra Ponders, and the unusual care in 
pret>arinj' them, is all pretence, and that no one M^ould take so much trou- 
ble and Ume, we merely state tliat we have on ha^nd, to shew to any one 
doubting the facts, thn Stems ctifled J'rom cubebs, ifie seeds taken from the 
Pulp of the Colocynth, the woody inert parts of the Ipecac, the extranccus 
roots culled from Pink, Senega, SerpentJirin, etc;, and various other tang- 
ible proofs of the dillerence between our Extra Powders and the ordina- 
ry Powders of the trade. 

Care is taken to have these "Extra Medicines" not only T^wre, but of the 
6«.vt quality procurable. When required, any of these articles can be ob- 
tained of us in their original state, as some may desire a superior article to 
use uopowdercd. The life of tUe patient, as wull as the success and reput- 
ation of the physician and apothecai-y, depends so much upon the prompt 
action of the medicines used in sickness, that ^'^e feel every confidence 
that any effort to furttish them with pure and sifperior drugs will be fully 
appreciateii^ To preservt3 the preparations from being injured by the air 
and moisture, they |fre generally put up in botfles and jajfs, containing 
one pound each, and also in five and ten pounds canisters. They should 
be kept as much as pdssible from the light. 

It wiTl be observed that the prices of these .superior articles are nccesfa- 
rily higher than those of the ordinary kind, and physicinns and merchants 
at a distance, vrhen they wish this quality sent them, are particularly re- 
quested to write for the "Extra Med/cines" of 

Pliilip Schieffelin, Haines «& Co., 

Di^UGGI-TS AND CHEMISTS. NEW YORK. 
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EXTRA POWDERS. 

Aromatic Pow(ler,U.S.P..P»lv. Digitalis, (Pulv. Orange Peel, 



PhIv. African Pepper, 
•' AImn, 
** Allspice, 
" Alo -5, Cape, 
" " So'cot, 
•* Assafoeti^ia, 
" Antini. Ref. Blk. 
Sulph. I 

" Anjjo.-'tiira Bark', 
** Aniseed:*, [ 

" Bayberry Bark, ■ 
** Belhulorina, 't 

" BloocfRrxit, '\ 

" Bitter Ro >t, 
" Black Root, i 

" Borax, \ 

" Biicliii, I 

" Caraway Seeds, j 
" Cantliarides, > 

" Canella Alba, | 

" Cardamon, (seeds,) 
" Cicuta, j 

** Craiiesbill, < 

" Cloves, \ 

" Ciniianion ordinary,' 
Cevlon, '' 
" CohQsb, Black, ; 

" Columbo, / 

" Colciiicuin Root, \ 

Seed, 
" Colocyntli Pulp, 
" Cub.'bs, \ 

Bottles and Cans at cost. 



Elec impane, 
" Ergot, / 

•* *• 1 oz. ^iaIs, 
" Ext. Colocynth C'd.^ 
" ** Licorice, Ci 
•* Foenugrek Seed, ; 
•* Gentian Root, j 

" Ginger, Jamaica, j 
", Golden Seal, j 

" Guaiac R'sin, Tears* 
" Gum Arabic, Turk.,^ 
" Gamboge, j 

" Mastich, j 

" Myrrh, \ 

" Tragicanth, 
" Hellebore, White, 
" Hyo.-ciamiis, \ 

** Ipepac, i 

" Ipecac and Opium, { 
" Jalap, \ 

" Knio, True, 
" Lobelia, 
" " Seeds, 
" Mandrake, | 

" M;irsh Rosemary, ( 
" Mace, . \ 

*^ Mezereon, \ 

" Ni'ix Vomica, * '> 
" Nitrate Potass, Pure, 

Nutmegs, 



" Orris Root, 

" Pepper, Cayenne, 

American, 
" Pepper, Black, 
alab,5 '* Pe«-uv. Bark, Loxa, 



Red, 

" " « Calisaya, 

" Prickly Ash, 

" Pink' Root, 

" Pleurisy Rool, 

" Rhubarb, Turkey, / 

" " E. India, 

" Rhatany Root, 

" Saraparilla, Para, 

" Sage, 

** Summer Sarvory, 

** Sweet Marjoram, 

" Sabma, 

" Senna, Alex. 

** €eneka Root, 

" Scam. Allepo, No. 1 

" " Virgin, 

" " •' 1 oz. 

vials, 
" Snakeroot, 
" Squills, 

" Sulphate Copper, 
" '' Iron, 

»* " Potass, 

....-,....„., , " UvaUrsi, 

\ " Nuigalls, \ " Valerian, English, , 

' Opium, Turkey, i ktc, etc., etc. * 
When put up in 1-4 and 1-2 lb. Bottles, at 10 
cents per lb. advance. ^ 

As many of the Gums, etc, are of unusual purity ^ for instance, Gnaiac, 
Aloes, Assafcpti^la, etc., etc., they are var^ liable to nm together and be-_ 
com J solid. Even the ordinary comnion Gums of Commerce are so apt to 
run tJ»gether, that Drug-Grinders generally grind with them some woody 
substance, such as Licorice-root, Gentian-root, etc., etc. Some roots that 
are rich in resin, such as Rhubarb, /a'Uip, etc , are also apt to agglomer- 
ate. The Extra Powdkrs, being perfectly pure; and free from all foreign 
substances, are therefore more lialile to'becdine solid than the comnion 
qualities; but where they do so we wdlrephice them Willi others that are 
freshly powdered. 

' Pure Clii'inical^ prepared at aiir Lalvoratorf. 



Aiinijr.iy;!! Aquiii Cry^iL 

■-* Liijiuii- Von. ; '* " Protoiotl. 

AinmnniiUed Alcohol, Morpht«(?T Su[|dirite, 

Ar^rut Nilra^, " AL'ettitei 

"^ *' CryMnls, Granville'^ Ltuion, 

LiMi irCiiti.-tic Nd. 1 IfSGallic Acid, 

i^Vrii Cn-b. Prer;i|>ilatcdOil Copaivti, 

** buliPlj;i.S Piiic, Od Ciibc'li*, 

** ** EsTsiccat, Pfeeipitate Chalk, 

lodulc Arsenic, Pni.^sic Aeiil, 

" L.^iidi Cry ma 1 3, PjHaj^sa Nitras, Pure^ 

'' Iron, >Siryijh(Mne, 

J\Iri[.usr|t', \\\n lodidp, S|iinlsNstri Dnlci^ 



Syrup Iodide lioii^ 
StilpburLt Potujssa, 
Viiiett's Ferruginous 

Mass, 
Ziiioi AcctEiii, 
Ziiici Sul[iha.^, 
'Einci Chloridt, 
Chloixide Soda de La- 
I buraftuttj 
Cot I fee noil Roses, 
\ ** Sen nil, 

Blue Pil! Mr^^fi, 
Unirt Men uriiil, 
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Mnny of these chemicjils diflVr decidedly in appearance from ihe cliemic- 
fils of commerce, as well as in their wUuabh propertie*^ and bearexUMnnlly 
the JMyle of our manufarnire, bkino im crystals, and having xhe pecul- 
iar CRYSTALI.INE CHAKACTEULsfic of eRch article ; while tIio.«e n.«ually .^old 
are in the powdered stato, in vvliich form it is ditficult to judge of purify 

The Crystals of the Iodides of Lead and Mercury, and the Sulphate of 
Morphine more particularly, are much esteemed by all who have tri<'d 
them, and our soluble Precipitate Carb. Iron, Nitrate of Silver, Extra Bliie 
Pill Mass, hold the first rank among choice chemicals. 

Our Hydro Alcoholic Extracts nre prepared by steam process 

in a Patent Vacuum Apparatus, ami at the low temperature 

of nearly ork« hnndrt*d degrees below the boiling point, so that the valuable 
properties of the plant are prest»rvfd uninjured, -apd at the same time a 
consistence, color, and taste\\r& obtained which are not found in^he veget- 
able extracts now in common use, and which are sulficient evidence of 
their superiority. Among them are 
Ext. Belladonna. jExt. Digitalis. jExt. Quassia. 

" Butierrxj^t. i " Gentian, Opt. j - — • • 

" Buohu. j " ' , " Ordinary, j 

" Blooilr.Qot. < " Hyosciamus. | 

" Boneset. * } " Hops. \ 

** Conium. \ " Jalap. \ 

Chamomile. < V* Lupuline. 



Colocynth Ordinary.^ " Mandrake. 



Opt. ^ 

Dandelion, Alcohol. j 
" fnspissat.^' 



*• Nux Vomica. 
Opium. 
Pink root. 



Rhubarb. 
" Sarsaparilla, Simpl. 
" . " Conip. 

" Para *' Alcoholic. 
" Hond " 

" Stranionium. 
** ** seeds. 

" English Valerian. 
" Dutch ** 



Observe, that it is a well-established fact, that manu plants which, in 
their native conditions, are possessed (f very aitive medicinal p A pei ties, lose 
hy cuh'wat'ion thfir^pecuUar characterixtirs, and become nearly inert. Seme 
vegetables which belying to pcisn^tons families of plants, by cultivation are made 
innocuous, and are freely eaten as,^fd, as the Potato, Par.-nip, Celery, etc. 

To ensure to our Extracts, siich as Hyosciamus, Belhidonna, Conium, 
etc., all the active th-rapeutical effects wh'ch they should possess, we take 
paius to procure the Herbs from which they are prepared, from places 
where they are indigenous to the soil, viz : Irom Germany, France, India, 
England, etc., and they are consequently much superior to Extracts mafle 
from the cultivated Plants of American growth. 

Th« diffeilfnce is vj;ry apparent between these Extracts and those o^ 
' any other make, riot only in appearance, but also far more in flavor and in 
the peculiar aroma of the herbs; so-much so, that even without the labels, 
they are easily distinguishable by the taste and 5Wc//.^Tliese are facts of so 
much importance, that they should be remembered by all'who have occf 
sion to use medicinal vegetable extracts. ^ 

These Extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powflers, 
have received the unqualified approbation of various Medical ,RsPocia- ' 
tio^ns, and of Physicians and Apothecaries, and have elicited many comp- 
limentary letters on their good qualities. The following token of approJ^. 
ation is from the Ohio Medical Convention : — 

'^Resolved. — That the thanks of the Medical Profession are -due to the 
house of Philip Schieffelin ^ Co., of New York, for their efforts to fur- 
nish the community with pure drugs ; and we recommend their Extra 
Medicines to the confidence of Dealers and Practitioners." 

Their superior efficacy in all prescriptions v.ill at once be apparent to 
every one who reflects upon . the difficulty oftentimes experienced in the 
administration of the common drugs of cpmmerce, and the loss of life and 
oi reputation consequent upon the use of inert remedies. 

COD LIVER OIL.—The great and increasing demand for COD LIV- 
ER ^OIL, and the difficulty of procuring the oil in its pure state, and sue 



r 



To Suri^eops. 



%« we t'ttn ^namntee to our ru^Jomerp, hnve intlnced hb to send an it gent 
to ihe flplieriey, lor tbe pur^>o?e ot havmg the he^i lirticLe rlint ciiii bp of- 
fered in market. TUi.« sirtitk* will nho betl^^n^^ Jnbil when put iijiin bot- 
tJcs^and be warninUd fuire, when ordered in bulk. 

To DruggistSt In addition to the J^xtra Medit^inep, we ateo keep 
n larpe and ivtli-a^^orted stock of the oidmary Drugs and Medicine? of 
commerce, cnrefnily .^fleeted, and tbe be^T tliat can W prociirpd. Our Ea- 
sen rial Oils* and o^iwt LiqaidEi wc obtain fioai iho most reliable snurcef^ 
ftnd are submittf^d tn ev4?ry known tcft lor impnriticfi ; and vve avoid pur* 
cdiitbing any kind of Drugd in iIlb powdered state 

Onr niTanfjeme^nts nird fEicilitieii are pnch tliai we can offer indueementB 
tn Dealer? whicb iiinrit indiienee all who not only J ike lo bave a f«ir eq- 
U'vnlcLit for ^[u*ir money, but at the pajne time to have Goods that art 
wiiat they jmrport \o be, and such as will bear llie. Etriclei<t exatiiinaiioa 
and rinalysi** 

PURE CHLOROFORM.— Much of ih^ Cldorofonm of commerce be- 
ing very impure, nm\ itrs use having in some ca?e3 been littended with un^ 
pleasant consequence?, ^ve Imve been repeatedly urtjed ^ make ?rimej al 
uiir Lniioratoryj of a qnaliiy superior to ihnt f^enerallv lor fale tn tliU mnr- 
keL Wfj^ wonUU therelore, inlojui the Medical Proleps^ioo thai sr<i have 
pfcpared an article, ibe puriiy of which can be iinplicitJy relied on. 

NITRATE OF SILVER can alt^obe obtained from ws perfectly pnre 
either in ?ilcks or cryttabj manufactured at oar Laljoratory. 

M QRPHiNE.^ Onr 'ftTo rp h J n e h i l vi a g Eicq n i red ^ re pn I at i on ? j j p er ior 
to any oila^r, tho^'e wli^* have occasion to w^ ih^ artide will be sari?fital 
of \15 eicclknce Cy [giving il a trial, 

^^S^Wfi ql*o prepare tbe S^jrujt'p.f tnduh of Iron ^ U. S. P., now po highly 
t*tt^emi?d as a reini'dy in Scrofidons Conrplaint^*, and a bo Dupa?£qiii(T&' 
■^yr. lod, Iroft, wlikli is a miteh milder preparation, and better atiaptitl 
f .f Ladies aitil Children* The^o articles (which it is of the jfreare^t eori- 
"L-quenee to Phy^iejTnis to have of reliable qualiryli are, with onr ottif^r 
preparations^ olft-'red lo the notice of tho^^ dej^iring Pi.tie Dcuqs an© 

Pliilip SchieireHu, eaiiies & Co^, 

^OH Water l^trcet, J\e%v V» rk. 



TO SUEGEONS! 



XJTHOTOMY INStHUMENTS FOR SALE. 

A MOST COMPLETE BOX OF SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS for 

j] Lilhntomy and Liihotrity, mnnufaeTured by Llek of Faria, h offered for 

i?alo Ht a price considerably below co*t. The above — the prqperly of a 

Physician — hfia never been used. The Invoij^e is in thii haiidsipi the an- 

dermgned, as well as the Box. Lnst price^^gO, 

.[. C. ROBILLARD, ' ' 

Oct. No. 70 FuUon Street, Niiw York. S 





Art. XXXII. Treatment of Tj'phoid Fever. By J. E. Stewart^ 
M. D., of Jackson, Tennessee, 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Publica'tlonsifeeceJved, 130 

A Treatise on General 'Pa thoIo<jy. By Dr. J. Henle» Professor of Anato- 
my in the University of Heidelberg. Translated from the German, by 
HsNftY C. PiiESTON, A. M., M. E>. Philadelphia ^ Lindsay k, Blakiston. 
185«. «vo. p|K 891. From the Publishers, by Express, 129 

The Microscopist; or a Complete Manual on the useof the Microscope--: 
For Physicians, Students, and all Lovers of Natural Science. Second 
Edition, Improved and Enlarged, with Illustrations. By Joseph H. 
Whytes, M. D. Philadelphia : Lindsay k, Blakiston. London : Trub- 
NER k, Co., 1853, 8vo., pp. 212. From the Publishers by Express,' 180 

•'editorial DEPARTMENT. 

Professor Dkaper*s Lecture, - '181 

Preaching and Practicing, 181 

Things to be Remembered, 132 



Sicpiration of SulMcriptioii. 
Dear Sir-: — Yoa are respectfully informed that yonr Scibscripti 
the American Lancbt expires with the present Number. Should 
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oriGfna'l department. 

Art. XXXlir. An Appeal to the State of New York toXegallze the 
Dissection of llie Dead. iBeing nn Intioductory Lecture Delivered 
at the Opening of the Session of the Medical Department of the 
Universtiy of New York. By Jo«n W. Draper, M. D., Presi- 
dent of the Medical Faculry, [conluded from page 112.] 

Art. XXXIV. Observations on Blenorrhagia or Gonorrhcea. By 
M. Lafaykxte Byiw, "M. D., of New York City, ^[concluded from 
page 122] 

Art. XXXV. C.ise of Poisoning by Arsenic ; Magnesia as an An- 
tidote. By L. S<*HAFER,"M. D., of Kingston, New York, 

Art. XXXVr. I&xtirpttion of the Uterus and Ovaries for Sarcoma- 
tous Disease. By Walter Bcjrnuam, M. D., of LoweH, Missachu- 
settp, and Professor of Surgery in tiie Worcester^edical College, 

Art. XXXVH. The case of **AUiptose Deposit." By W. L. lifiLLO&o, 
M. D., of Fairhaven, Connecticut, 

CLlNlCiL DEPARTMENT. 

Clinical Lectures on the Diseases of Women and Children, deliveredin 
the University o'T^ew York, by Professor Bedford, and reported for 
Nei>son*s American*Lai«cet-: — 

LECTURE XX^VI I. 153 

Granular vaginitis in a hnarrield woman, "aged -54 ycfars, accompanied 
wiih a thick creamy 'discharge.-^Convulsions and excessive purging in 
an infant one month old produced by the mother's milk; cathartic 
properties of the* Colosrrnm. — Hypertrophy of the nymplije in an un- 
married woman, aged^ years*. — DysmenorrhtBa in a married woman, 
aged 24 yeari», frcrm stricture of the cervix uteri. — Suppression of tiie 
menses in a married \vrtman,'^l years t)f age, of nine years duration, 
with chronic inflammation of the urehis ; the ewmen^gogtie properties 
ofM'Tcury. — Ihversion of the mucous tnembratie^f the urethra in a 
married woman, aged ^ year?, the mother '6f s^ven children. — Infil- 
tration of the labia i^xterna in a marric'd >vx)rnan, aged"s27 years, six 
tnontlij* pregnant.-^-Frt^^nenfdesire to pass water in a married woman, 
aged 82 years, from instrumental delivery. 

BEBLIOGRAPHICAL DEPAR^MI^T: 
General Therapeutics Rn«l Materia *Medica>: adapted for a Text-book. 
By RoBLEY DtjjtoLisoN, M. D., Professor xjf Institutes of ^Medicine, etc., 
in Jefferson Med ifui I College nf -Philudijiphia; fohii«rly Professor of 
McUeria M:>dica and I'lieniprtitJcs in the University of Virginia and 
Maryland, arid in Jetf.'rson -MAlical Colh*ge of Philadelphia. With 
187 illustrations. Fifth Edition, revised and improved. In two 
Vol I. II M. P.il id jlp'ii^ : BLvNji£AR3 k Lrj A, 1833. 8va. pp. 656, 622. 166 
A Manual ofObstetrics. By Thomas F. Cock, M. D., Pb^j'ician to the 
New York^LyUfgin Hospstal, Physician to Bellevnn Hospital, etc. — 
New York : S. S. A W. Wood, 261 Pearl Street. lSo3. 12iiio. pp. 250. 
From the Publir-hers by Express. 168 
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Corner of Hester and Elizabeth Streets, 

SURaiCAL INSTRUMENT MAKERS 

TO THE 

Manufaoturo the variouB kmds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL. 11^ STRIJMENTS- 

viz ; 
Amputariiig, Trepannins;, Lithotomy, Coiicliin^j Cupping, Pocket, Dis- 
sucniit;, SnEibu-!iT]U^, Michvilery, Pjijlehotomj^, Tt?etli I?trnrnr-m.s, etc* 

Plijiiii and Improved Sctiririeatoid, Silver and Meinllic Catheters, Bou- 
gies for Eli^cmm and tireihta, of Metal and Gam Elagtie, Splints to the 
lona of Lt'^ or Aririj Fnit^tnre Machini^si and ApiKitatus fair D^^formtie-i, 
Tnit;5k.>^ and Bandages, Thamb and Spring Laacets, Tonsil Instruiiipnts, 
Speculum?, etc, 

^Ei©^ Particpliti' attention paid to Re|jaifS of Jn^^tranieatSj und executed 
with neatiiess. 

Thi^isto cerlify, t^bat Messr.*, DEMPStEit 4* Hkjai.e^ are llie regulsirly 
employe*! Sui-giciil Innr:umeiit Makers to the New York Hoep itnL 

JOHN L. ROOME, Sup't. 
Kf^w York Hospital, March 25llj, 185]. 

I hereby certify, rbat Mt'i^j^r:^-. DiCTiirsTEa^" Hrnt^ev have been employed 
as Surgical Instrument Maker?} for tiie Brooklyn City Hospital, and have 
given [iuch entire sati&laLuion, that l,;ake great pleasure hi thus attesting 
it, 

JPHI^ HASLETT. M. D., 
President of the Board of Tmsteea, tind lute Surgeon U. S Navy. 
Brooklyn, DtJCember ITtli, 1851. 

Havinf^ eisainincd and tested the Surs^iqal Instruments of Mepsr*i Dfmi'- 
ffTEa ^ Hen LEY, I taka great pLeasurs iu prpnoiirioing them for besiuty, 
fitiL^h, and pFacticai ass, untuf passed, 

D. AYERS, M. D., 
Surgeon to Brooklyn City HospitnL, 
Bfixjklya^ Deceniber 17th, 18dL 

HmDklyn, N. Y,, Decejnber 2;id, 185L 
It gives me much ple^dsure to testily to tli^ superior quaUty of the Jnsi- 
tnittienta ol'M.:issr.'*. DKwr^TKR fy Henlsi^ of New Yptk, Tho^e furnished 
by tljetti to the Brooklyn City Hogtpitalj and ^(j^ceral cases ntfide Jbr my re If 
I think are equal, if not superior \a ^o noy i h^ve ever seen- 

.JA^IES M. MINOR, M.D. 
Surgeon Brooklyn City Hos^pitnl, late pais^ed A^ssistant iSurgeon, U. S. N, 

^£^D. ^ H. can al^ ref^.*r to Dr. CnESSE"ttA'v, and other eminent Sur- 

geo n :! r No w Yo r k . 



ScliiefiTellu^^IIalnet & Co, 



I 



f pt)) ^tljicffcKii, Paints & Co. . 



Tlie Practice of Allopattfiy. 

Tim TF^jrufsi? Prtirihioiicf of Mt'dicfhe 1ms ahoorst mpurmouiuaLlc diffi- 
cultu^^ to cioiiUiiul uith, in iha ikrE, tlmt Lia prpricriiiiinm* are tn-cesf^arily 
little U^tti'tr thiui pxpcriujnir?', ttirn-L* pariiciilarly thy Phy^uiiiin of The 
South fuitl Wf>^t, frniii Ihe taoi tluU the purity and j-in^ti^Ui of Mtrdit'liie:? 
vsiiy B^o v(uy mattidsilly. 

It is wfii l\IlD^yn thui Luudanutn i^ ii^iinily oiTirlp frniii tin? most in- 
rcfiorsind iiu*iile!ibie pii^ct^s of Opium, which sei^lom If evtr coutain liall 
tlie proper qmvntiry ot Mnrphirio. 

Rliiibitrb i^ powilercd froiii rijoir?, varying in prit-tv from 20 cynts to 
|fl,00 pL'r pouiu!, tlie iowor prices, ofcoiirsu, ftiort^ or W^^s decnycd and 
woiiu-LirUL'jj, iLiid thu> buiujjf lui^rJcLible, art; powdtuLd and colored to eelL 
" clieap." 

ItistL^sul ofJakip, Irtrgt? quatitUit's (if thy '* Spinioiis Jalap," and ako of 
a YEtrteiy known as *'- Jiiiiip TopV' »re i«jld aL about onc-quartfcr tht* 
prii^e of tilt* True Ja hip, ■ ' 

For Poravmn Eark, at ]['aj=t r. ihou^tind jjoamls of the worthit-^ps, iiir^rt 
Carthtii^fna and Mameaibo Bilrk; A^ie jTreantl and :^o\4 fot tJ^^ery ptJtiiid of 
rhe trnw PotMviiin Ca-bis^iya Bujrit. - ^ * ' , ■ 

NuvVt t/thtj^tr are fnut^ — nnd they Pt:rtiiiniy are well -I* now it f;iC!tsi, und 
very sciiiju? fsttJt;^, tot>— how is it po^iiihie to prciscjribe with any certititify i 
Is prcPL-ribini!;^ with ^utll Medicunus nnythln^ Bl^e thau eKpeHmetitiii^ t 

Anil ihrtt tht^y ore tficts, is flbundfintly proved by the Report nf the 
Cn^ittini Hourn* lurippctor oi'DniLif^ and Mrdiciney, &mi al?{> by thtj Report 
of dm Spc?ciaL CommisFionijr of tlif Sc*cretary of the Trea-^iiry, oa Adulcer- 
ntL^d and Spurious Dru^s ; which Er^pfirtP, j*hockEn^ nnd liumillatini: as 
they iuOi do not sli^w a tHhu oj' thu iactss in rcgitrd to the wholes ala adult- 
ly rtition of JlL'dJciue:". 

Ought ntJt die whota ProfeK^iciii fet* that their repTitation, thoir success, 
ttiul the iivi?s of their patients, silitJitld re^t nfi a Rirur loundation than 
" guess-Wfjfk*' or i^siturFittc^iit*^i' 

A re u o t Pu re Mt^U i ein* s I a r sit/br Ibf 1 1 le rt^mtat io a o f a Pis y sifii a n |, and 
far more ec^fnioinieul, tnlun^ s\i>c€is3 in view, thtin chf^ip Med-icines, 
Aihich are entireiy lui reliable, even when thi/y may have auy virtue ? 

TuL-REFcjiM?. your earnertt atiemioa is rerp^<*,-4ted to a branch o'i busine<t^ 
intitiiiiUHy (umuoetejl with surt^is^s in the tiea.tment ofdi^enfe. Tl isJ well 
known nmong dealers and yefnnt|.:eiierEtlly kmiwn by ttit: prolep^ion Tiod 
the pnbUfr, that rirnE nnd gk^t.ink piedieiifes, piittiL-idtaHy pumpmtrJacd 
drug,'?, from the first quality of gunis and roots, are f^unreely procurable in 
till a CO u u t ryj u n d \\\\'- h' lb re physj ciaiu-* olten pr esc r i,be i n ed iu i n es to m c ct 
certain indleationif hi ihu dls*-:i!^e of the patient, without ubmining the ile* 
sired and beneficial renUt* To enumerate the urtleles oftuln berated nit - 
ilicinftis that arc daily sold in market, woultlbe'iy muiie alnio^^i thiis entire 
list of the materia meiiica. From the fint'r and more important cheiiii- 
caitj find pharmueeutieal preparations^, f^ucU as; Motti'HiNE, QtriHOE, Ilv- 
imiouATK PoTA,^s, Caldmel, Elite Pill, trie, , He, down to the mio-it eom- 
mon, and daily use, .'^uch aK Crejim Tartar, Hhubarb, Ipecac, etc., ihc 
adulteration aie :?o adroitly made that (wiilioutiinalyzat ion) even the cio- 
ptii^t in^spectjon will fad to dHuct ihetu. Qnlnine i:^ ofEf^n found lar^'^ly 
adulterated (in some itat^tni^ces niorf^ that halfj)wiiU Manite nnd other 
mdjsitanees. Blue niUrii^ and Cnlnmt I have been fnund niueh more than 
hulfadidteration, A gentleman, at one time connected wdh an ex ten - 
stive inanuractuihig os^iJvbhVlmientj infoniil^ \i^ thnt, just bufun? he It? ft 
E n ghi n d ^ the fa c to xj i u rn e<l o u t 7n ore th at^ fou r t!u- u ^// tid ; tu u u ds of b I m- 



III ' 
it \ 



J 



Scliieffeliii^ Haines & Co. 



inll, roimhiini; Baryti'P, instead of Mercun^ ; ami tliat all was dt-.-innt i1 
it*r (iiL- Anjericiui market/ . ' 

Knowing Tkjf? iiiy:ttRr to bo wnrtliy ibe fir^t jind eiuneiit attention of tl 
pi uetnioiiiir, Wi3 would ri'SfMcHfiiHy sisk ii.iiaQiioji to tbe nccoinpti 
Ci^cnliir.- ' 



,{ till' : 



Vfc wish to call parti^'jula. nitt^Jition tn our EsiitA Pnwi^En*;, wlildi arl 
jmSveri^^cil Irrnji. jjcluetctl root^ nuil jruiiis^ of the wiy hu^i piiuilhy, arul when 
nt'ce^sniTy^'C^ery pitnt^ js bn^'licn suul txainined lunlcr our own irntiietliate 
^upL-rvih^iiju, and jncms'tfiueinly poj^r't^Jii a purity hitht-rro unknown in tljis 
c:t>nniry, autl a uniformity of nctioti itpoti uh!i;li"tlic phyj^ivian mny rtly 
\rirh perr<jct (-"tmHd<'ikt"t'» 

Our ]inwdi"rL'it. Ijn^citn., JCxfrn, n]>fi, will hi^ townd mi,ich f^nperior to the 
Tisual nnicle al' coinmerct', Ixriiiy Jiiadc Troui rlre itue Urazjltaii Ipfrcaenati- 
JiUj and LTjn.^JHitiug r^olely of lIr' Hclivf rmt'T t otitiii^ of rlio root, cnrcfiilly 
5cfjerjit( d from tbrs lignt-tinH pTvri«» and from all other inert itiaiters. \Vt* 
jo«cU>r nuly \\n- ronisof ilnMrm? J^Tvxiran Jstlaj). In ]«ulvrri>:iiig Colficyntli, 
Extra, wv tutHia only the aciivr pnlji of the 'appli* rfjet llnp: ilii? ^eftl.^:^ 
whft.b laMir t'Dii'^tirrili' llii- prhicipiil part oflht: \vei*^4jl of*4he frait, ;ind 
nenrlyimMt. jVwdLMi ini^dtarb, I'.inii we prepare ii Lii tlif bes^( Ka^st 
TudvARhuhFtrb, whkh isi cidkd ovi'r whb jj:;Lat f;gr<", f very root be iiig 
broken to il'teet any mjsoiiiMhie??, Thr powdered Hes-nCuaiiic, Ej-fra^ is 
tlse ptirc Hv^i^ collected in teoiri* cn'.irtJy free troia the dro>.'*und dirt ni^ti- 
ylto the oplinary Gtiaine of ftommoree. The ycnnmHuty, ^iho, i«; powder- 
fd from an article difluriiiLC in Tt]ip<>arance, and very nmtli vnptrior to 
what is tL'^ually f-oM for Ah ppo Snaminony. lllue PiUj liearfng^ oitr label, 
will id w:]y."5 ijoiiln in one-third ^mrt of Merenry, and onr Hydro-^nljjinied 
Calomel \\ id be found It* be of a piijunfor and reguhu qiiHlity. ]Vlnii.y of (he 
roots Irons vvhicU thti K.XTitA l^owntns are prepared^ are j*]tTKri tmdw^sH-: 
EDj nnd *o niaiiy exiianeons rootj9, etc., et^,, uVo enlh d niit, llnit thclo^^it is 
often from ot"C-qiiat ic*i to otie-diird of the ori,[i:iimi wi'liilifj -makinf^, con- 
.suqucndy, a very dit!Vi-ejTt article from the ordinary Knvdcrrofiroinmeif c. 

IV^jincrLAit NoTirK.^-Havrnf? repeatedly heard ilmt it is a^s^crted tluit 
tbe pTPERioii Qi'Ar.TTY of our Extra rowDEiir*, and the tNUSf'AT, cxre in 
prepariui"; thetn, \a all preieiiee, and that na one woMld tnket^ainueli trou- 
file and tlmci we merely state that wc have on ha mi, to ^Hm^j tti Q-iMj mie 
doitbting ih€ faitf, the Stems cidled from enbeb?, the fccd.^ tnken from the 
Pulp of the Coloeyndi, the wontdif inett part^ of the Ipeene, the<?,T/rcjTcciKJ 
rQots nulled from Phi^k, Senega, Serpcntaria, etc.^, and vurion^ ndier tanEr* 
ibU^ proofs of the diftereupo between onr Exxha ^^^owcku,^ and the ordina- 
ry Powders of the trade. 

Care is taken to have these "Ej»ra Medicines" rrot rni}y pitre^ bnt of the 
/j^if quality procyraWe. Wheji rejjuircd, any of ihe.Te sirticleH can be ob- 
tained of ns in theirori^innl state, as povne mny desire a superior nrticleto 
niie nnpowdered. The iift" of the j/atient^ as well as tlie succcaji and Ttpiti- 
ationo^lhephyi^irianvindapiithcrury, depends so, much upon the prompt 
iitttion of the medieines n^yd in .liekness, that wc feel every coniidence 
diat any effort to fundi'h tlient with pure and superior drugs will be fidly 
appreciated. To preserve the preparations from bein;:? injured by the air 
Eind moisture, they are generally put up in bottle;? nnd ^ar?, containing 
one pound each, luirl aiM> in five nnd ten pounds e;Tinir«terj=. They shonhJ 
be kept as mneh as possibfe from the lif^ht. ' ^ 

It will be observed that the prices of tliese superior articles arc necefij^a- 
rily hif^herthan tho<e of die ordinary kind, and phy^ieiansand merchonis 
Hi a di.-ftance, when they wi^h this quality sent thLm, are particularly re- 
quested to write for the* 'Extra Medicines'* of 

Pliilip Scliieflelisa, Haisies & Co,, 
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Schleffelin, Haincii & Co* 
EXTRA POWDERS. 

ArdmntJc Po%Vfler»U.S.PJPu}v. Digilalis, Piih". QrTtnjr** Pl^H, 



P i4 V . A fri G an Pep.pc r , 
** Alnin, i 

'" Allspice, ' 

" Aloe*, Cape, | 

" AsiiifcBtidu, ; 

" Antini. Rcf, Bik. 

Sulph. 
^* Angostura Bfiikj 
" Aniseedsj 
^* BHyb'?rry Barki 
** Belladonna J 
" Blood RoDi, ; 

" Bitter Root, 
** Black Root, 
^' Borate, 
" Bueliu, 
'* CnmvvHy Secdj*, .; 

*^ Caivdia Albo, 
" Cardamoii> (>ued.'^,) 
" Cicum, 
CmnL?Fbili, 



" Eloe Tim pane, 
" EigoU " 

** ** 1 07, vials 
" Ext- Colctevnili C'tl, 
" " LUorice. Caiub, 
" Fccnagrck Seed, - ' 
'^ twh?miiiit TUmt, 
'■^ Gai^t?f, Jsimftieu, 
'* Gotderi St^iil, : 

'* Cnaiiic K"p'iij, Tcarit 
" .Guni Arttbie, Tuik., 
*' GambOi^Ls 

" MyrrU, 

" trngacnnth, 

" Hellebore, Wljite, 

" Hyo?^oiamu% 

■* Ipt^CRC, 

" Ipecac and Dpimn, 
" Jalap, 

" Kino, True, ^ 

'* Lobc^liaf 

" '' Sccdi., ^ 

Mandrake, 



" Oro!? Kot>r, 

" f epper, OayGqiUsv 

American, 
^' PeppeJf, Black, 
*■* Peruv, Bark, Lnxa, 
" " " Rvd, 

" " " Ca4i?aya, 

^' PrfcUly A&li, 
" Pink Root, 
" Plmm&y Root, 
** Rhnbarb, Tiirltt^v, 

E. liidiii, ■ 
" Rbatany Root, 
*'■ Sarupanlla, Para, 

" Summer Savory, 

*' i^weet Marjoraui, 

" Sabirm, 

'* Senna, Alex. 

■^^ Ss-nt-'ka Root, 

^' Scam> AUepo, No. 2 

*^ ** Virgin 



, No. 
1 ii/. 



" Cloven, , , 

" Cinnamon ordhmry,: ^^ Marsh Rojcniary, 
Ceylon, 



Maoo, •■ 

Mezereon, 
Nui Vomica, 
^i I rate Potass, Pure, 

Nntgtills, 
Opium, Turkey, 



vialsi 
' Snake root, 
' Squill?, 

' Sulphate Copper, 
Iron, 
" Pota^fES^ 
Uva TJrsi, 
Valerian, Engliali, 

KTC., ETC., KTG. 



Wkim ijut up in 14 ajid 1-2 lb. Botties, ut 10 



'< Cohosh, BlHck, 

" Colombo, 

", Cotdiieum Rowt, 

•f " Seed, 

" Ctilocynih Pulp, , 

" Culi*:^b*, ; 

Bottles ajid Cans at co-'^l, 
cents per lb. advnncu. 

As naaijiy of tbe Guujs, etc, nre oTumtsufil pmitff', for instance, Gnainc, 
Aloe-s, ApafcEtida, etc*,Ktc.* they arc very liable to run mgether and bi*- 
comc sulid. 'ls>vcn tin- ordinary common Gums of Commerce arc^ so ajii ta 
run together, that Drug -Grinders generally grind with tliem ^omo woody 
substance, such as Liiiorice-root, Gentian-root, etc., etc. Some roots diat 
are rich in resin, i^ueU us Rhubarb, Jalap, etc , arc a ho apt to agglomer- 
ate, Tlie ExTEA PowtiETts, being perfectly pure, and Iree from all foreign 
substEinces, are tJiurcfi^re mora liable to become solid than the common 
qualities; but where they do so we will replace theni with oiheis that arc 
fie sh 1 y p o^ v do r etL 

Pure CjAeuiicaXs prepareU at out LaHoratory. 

Amnionia Aqua, : CryrsL Syrup Iodide ironf 

•^^ Liciuor F-ort. ; " " Protoiod. ;Sulphttr&t Potassa, 

AmniO[}ialetl Alcohol, ;Morpliine, Sulphat^j fValetf jh Ferruginous 

Arfjeut NitraiJ, > [ " Acetatej 

'' ** Cr}^3tals, Gmuvilkv'a LotioELi 

Lunar Cati^tic No. l.i.3 Gallic Acid, 
Fain Curb. PrecipiUiied Oil Copaivu^ 

^* Sulpktt*, Pare, Od Cubebs, 

'* ^^ Exsit:cat, Preuipittvte Chalk, 

Iodide Arsenic, ' Prus^tic Acid, 

" LtfEid, Crystals, Potassa Niirais, Purftj 

^^ Irou, : Strychnin**, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, Spirits Nitri Duici, 



jZinei Acetas, 
jZinei Siilidiiis 
^Zint'i CtdiH-ide, 
rChlotoile Sudfi de La- 
;' baraque, 
!Conreoti[>ii Roses, 
I " Senna, 

;Blne Pill Mr,4s, 
dJiigt Mercurial, 



rj4J^~,jT 



ScIiieffiTellti^ Haines & Co. 

Many of the^e cheniicsiU difTeV d£cidrdl^ in ftjfjMiaranre froni ihe cbernic- 
als of eommeree, jijh wfllas in tl^'ir iJtilufibk jfrfijiertm, and beareitemdly 
tbe style of our niuyuifanmre, hkino in crystals, and fUviNa the I'Kcvl- 
lAR. CKYSTALLINK cHAKACTEiiisT(c of ciicli Brtble ; whUn tlioje iisunlly J-oid 
are in tlie posvtlered riin-tt-, in vliich form it U dilTrcnlt to judge of purity 

Tlie Crystals of the Iodides of Lead and Meroury, imd tlie Sidphnte of 
Morphine more pnrtuVidatly, are mucli esteem fd by all who liave tried 
ihem, and our i^ohible PreciiJttate Carh. Iron, Nitrate of Silver, Extra Blue 
Pill Ma?p, lioid the fin=t rank arimn^ choice chemicals. 

Our Hydr^l AlcaUolaC Extracts -"^t- prepared by steam pfOcp^ls 
in a Patent Yaciuini Aj^parattis, and at tlwlmf temjcratntf 
of nearly 6 uw hundred degreesi ixlow the boiling point, ?o that the valuable 
properties of the plant are jjreserved uninjured, and at the same time a 
consistenvi, col&r, and taste are obtained wUieb are not found in the vef»^i.'t- 
able extracts now iu c ouitnon n^;e, and wbieh are snirieient tvidcnee oi 
their superiority. Anion;? iliern are 
Ext. Kelladonna. 

** llntternm. 

" Huchu. 

" Blood root, 

" Iione?et* 

'* Coniiuu, 

" Chanunnile. 

'* Colocynlh Ordinary. 

** *' Opt. 

'■ Dandelion, Alcohol, 

" " fiisipifti^at^ 



JExt. Digitali:^, 

■ " Gentiirn, Opt. 

J ** '* OnKuary. 

: " Hyo?oiamu:s. 

' " Hop^. 

, '* Jaiap. 

'* Ln[]atfnf\ 
^ ** Mnridj-alce, 
; *' JN'nx Vomica. 

** Opinm, 

" Pink root. 



jKxi. Qna?siFi. 

\ '* Rhubarb. 

;; *' Sarsapartlla, Rin^pL 

\ ** ** Ctnnp. 

■ ** Para ** Alcoholic. 

; " Hond 

\ ** Stramonium, 

:■ ** " .seed?. 

[ " Kngli:ili Valeriim. 

\ " Duieh 



Observe, that tt is a well -established fact, thai mafty plants mkith, h\ 
their native cointfitwis^ anj'ossejiiied of veiy adim mulU'hial prf'pertiesy \o^*i, 
hY^ciiXliw^t'ion thdr pendiar chamctpristks^ and become nearh/ mert. Some 
vegdablen which bdtyiig to pmscnons familic'i cfplani^, by ctdtivatwn arc made 
imiDc^touJiy and arc frcchj cateti aji food, as the Potato, Parj^nip, Celery-j etc. 

To ensure to our Kitracts, t^nch as Hyoticiamus, Belladonna, Coniimi, 
etc, all the active therapeutical elf t^cts which they .should posseiis, we take 
pains to iirocure the Herb? tVom which they are prepared, from places 
where they are indig^cuous to the soil, viz : from Germany, Franccj India, 
England, etc., and they are conseqnen^y much syperior to Extracts made 
from the ctiltivated Plants of American growth. 

The diflerence is very apparent between these JS xtr a f:t.^ arid tho?o of 
any other make, not only in ajtjyfarancc, but also far more in davor and in 
the peeuliar aroma of the herbs; so much so, thiU even without the labeltt, 
they are easily distingui=hahle by the taste and 9mcU. The^-^e are facts of .«o 
much importance, that they should be renienibs^red by ail who have occa- 
sion to u.'-e medicinal vej^e table extract??. 

The*e Extracts, together wilh our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, 
have received the unqLialiijcd approbation of various Medical Associa- 
tions, and of Ptijil^-ians and ApothcearieSi^ and have elicited many comp- 
limentary letters on their froott qualities. The following token of approb- 
ation is from die Ohio Medical Convention :^ 

'^^Resdvcd. — -That the thanks of the Medical Profession :4re due to the 
lioiue of Philip Scuiefpblin ^ Co., of New Yorkj for their efforts to fur- 
nish the commnnity whli lui re druij^^j ; and we recormnfnd tlieir Extra 
MedtcincH to tlie confldenee of DeakrH and Pmetitionerf?." 

^lieir superior tjjicacy in all preecriplious will at once be apparent to 
every one who Fcdects upon the4iflicully ortenthnej* experienced in the 
administration of the comtfion drugs, of commerce, and tlie hus of life and 
ofrcpufafien consequent upon the use K^f inert remedies. 

con LIVER O//..— The i^reat ami increasing demand lor COD lAV- 
p R OIL, and ihedLfliculty of pioc-uiing the oil in its pure state, and ?nc 



\ 



To Sn.rc^C'Oiis. 



n^ we cjin jrnaitintf^e to our eitsforrtt'f!", Imve imhttcil n^ to send an agnnt 
to ihtf fislierit'Sj lur the puTpos^c ot bjivkiii4 tNtf be^t iirdck^ ihnt can be of- 
fete^l in ninrkt^t. Tills nrticte will tUi^o be:^f ocir Irib^I when i>ul up m boi- 
tleSsfind bG warr^fiird pnn% wlit^fii nrdert'tl in biilh. 

To IJrU|??;ist8i ^^^ additipn m llic EstiiLMLtiicines, wt; nlFo kivp 
a large and wctl-Jii^orh^il ^iack of tin? ordinury Diu^jS ancl Medicines of 
f'oniniorur^ cariHuily ft'Ioelu'd, and ihv hrfi tlmi tan by proeiirod. Our E'^- 
pt^nTial Oil* and iL>:hcr Lifi^tiltb we obtain iVom lUe laoit zdiable iicmrce^, 
and are fubniiut^d to every known toj^I for Jiiipiirifit"4>; and we araid jmr- 
chai^in^? any kind id' Uruy? in tUr iio\vdi:rod ^Uue 

Oar arranciMn*. uT?( End faolJiiro? iin* ?nf^ii iliai we f*nn ofiVr iriducf*incn!5 
tn Di'uk'rs whiuh mnsr intltifnct* all wiio not only llkp to bnve a fair ef|- 
iiivaiwit ibr ihrlr lunju'y, Ijnt su tbt- psijuc IJitm to iirive GuodB that nr*? 
vvhat ihiy j'ii.rpt.r{ tu bt'j nnii r'tii-h lU mil bear tlie .-tricte^t cxamiimtiori 

and iiniily.- ir-. 

PURK tULOROFOlUL^Uml. unlu' Cliknf»romi of cnmirit^rc.- b.-> 
]j-if^ very tnipuns aud it^ Uf^t^ Imvli / in !^%im' ca^^'^ hwu attended wiibu a- 
pkiifant I n]LFeqheiic»''=» \\*v hnW \m n rrpc-al^HUy in^cd to miike ?onit\.at^ 
nar LDboniiijjy, n^fa qi tidily j^lij^rlor iq ibiu ^/mit^itilly for Piilrtlu ildi^ nrnij * 
ktt. AVu woiiSd. Tlit'rtd<>i:(>, iidomi iW Mcdicnl ProfrFjiJon ilitti we hav 
jjreparrd nu artii-lf, lb« pnriTy ni wbluh cnii bt ^jnpl'< itly idied on. 

NiTIiJ TE OF SILVEli ran a^obr* ubtnhu il rroni vis p^ifecdy purt; 
eittii^r h) ^li< U- (jr *^ryfUiLf» intmnVf^t nnt*d af tmr Lul 'JfatoJ:y^ 

J/CJfii^iiY^Yj'v.— Qur MorpldiH? baMinjC ntninirrul it repntattim s^upprinr 
taany olhfT, ihnK' wbnUiivu uturtr^Son lu ts*' lU'- ttrlfuic wiil lir satblsi d 

(d iI?L csLuUt.'ni.<' I y u'n ini: ii ^ uiab 

;jSIrW*' nNo fieil'an.' Tbf ^.'/ri'/; vf IiifJitJe of Irmt, U. S, P., now :^ liiijhly 
f fif.L'cnu'd 51.^ a ninedyhi SEsrnfubii'^ Comjdainti*, and also lhifmf^qnifV!=' 
Syr. hnl. Fron, whciili ii* a innt h inil.d^r pit^paratioOj and beiit^r iidapU'd 
lor Lndiij'= aTM?*'bTldit'ii, TbL'*t* artlak.* (wljtcli \\ \^ of the j-TeTitest uon- 
PcqinjiR"?.^ til riiy^ii:'i;in5 lo Imvtf nrrfbiilylf^ (pittltTy) nre, wUIj nur oib*"!" 
|m*pnmtff>nsj i^sFfit'd to thn iBOlInt; ot Ujo.^y dcs^iiiiig Plive Dcr;GS A.\n 

PEiiilF Sclilefrelia, Jfii|nf?B & Co., 

lOT Wa«ei- Street, I%ew York . 



TO SITEGEOIS! 



JiITHOTOMT INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE. 



A MOST COMPLETE BOX OF SURGICAL INSTRU>IENTS for 
LithoTomy and Litlmtrity, manufaLtured by Lirt:R of Part?:, U tjhflete^d for 
sale lit iL price considerably below ens E. Th^ above — the pmperty of a 
Pbysician— has ncvc-rbeen used. The Invoice is itj the hand^of the iin- 
dttraigncd, as weJl as the Box. Lajj* price— ^80. 
^.C. ROBILLARD, 
Oct. No. 79 Fulton Street, Kevi- York- 3 
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LKCTUHE^,— Tht^re wifl boddUcreil tn ths ^feElic^11 Dflnnrtment of tho Uni- 
lercitj ■■f VcnnMht nn annmil CftuWi-'oT Lcctitrcrf CiJitiuicndng oJi Thursday the 
23th of February, ami continuing sixteeft weeks. 

COXniTlONS OF MKMBFJtSIIIB.— Every Student mu^tentoi- his name and 
re»idcnce, also that of his Instructor in the J'c>:i?ter kept for thai purpose. 

FEES.— Matriculation, $3 ; Full Course of Lecture j», $50; Graduation, $18. 
Stude"t8 wh(» have att«n^ed two full Courses of Lectures at other regular Med- 
ical Institutions, ^till l»c admitted upon tho paymcnb of tho Matriculation Fee, 
and a fee of Ten I^'ollarsJ 

REQUJKEAIENTS FOR GRADUATION.— The Cnndidnto roust ho twenty-^ 
one years of age-r-intelligcnt ai)(l moral — must have a kn<;wlcdge of tho riidiin-* 
ent" of the Latin la* guage — studitd Medicine for three ytais wiih a respectable 
Practiti««ncr — and have attended two full Ci'urses of Lectures, one of which must 
have been in tliis University. He musf write, and defend, a Uisscrtatlon upon 
some subject connected with Meilical Science, and present it to the I>( an of tho 
Faculty, two weelis before examination. He must al:<o paFS a satisfactory rx- 
amination before the Medical Faculty, and in presence of a Committee appoint- 
ed to conduct the Examinations. 

Candidat s for tho De)?ree of Doctor of Medicine arc examined twic« durin^: 
the year— at the close of .the L<duro Ti rm, and on the M« nday prcc( dinp^ iho 
first AVednesday in August. De;;rees will be con'crrcd at the clo.«e cf tho Ii<c- 
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Durlhs the Lecture Term, Surgical operations and Medical advice will he gra- 
uitous to those presenting themselves U fore the Medical Class. 

Fuithcr particulars respecting the Medical Department of the University may 
be obtained by addressing cither of the ProlcsKors, or 

SAMUEL W. THAYER, Jr., M. D , Dean, at Northfcld, Vt. 
Bnriingioii, Vcrmoot, Augui>t, 1853. «. 
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SURGICAL INSTEUMENT MAIERS 

TO THE 

Uelir iffrk anb §r0fllilp Citg f csptals, 

Manufacture tho various kinds of 
SURGICAL. AND DENTAL. INSTRUMENTS. 

viz :• 
Amputating, Trepannins?, Litliotoniy, Conchincr, Cupping, Pocket, Dis- 
secting, Sirabismup, Midwifery, Phlebotomy, Teeth I.^trnments, etc. 

Plain and Improved Scarificators, Silver and Metallic Catheters, Bou- 
gies (or Rectiim and Urethra, of Metal and Gum Elastic. Splints to the 
form of Leg or Arm, Fracture Machines and Apparatus for Deiformties, 
Trusses and Bandages, Tliumb and Spring Lancets, Tonsil Instruments, 
Speculums, etc. 

T^l^r- Particular attention p-aid to Repairs of Instruments, and executed 
with, neatness. 

Thisis to 6ertify, that Messrs. Dempster ^ Henley are the regularly 
employed Surgical Instrument Makers to the New York Hospitfil. 

JOHN L. ROOME, Sup't. 
New York Hospital, March 25ai, 1851. 

I lioreby cerrify^ rhfit Mes«:[S. DKMfSTRJi <f Hewt-ev linvf* b«en emplnyed 
as Surfjicat rn?;ii(iint'nl Mnk«r^ for fiie Brooklyn Ciry Ho^^piuil, nad liiive 
1^1 ven Eiicii entire Sia^cislkuiion, that 1 take great pi tw euro in thus auufitidg 
it, 

JOHNHASLETT, M. D. 



Navy. 



President of the Boart! of Trustees, nnd late Siirgcron U, S 
Brooklyn, Deceniber I7tb, 1851. 

Having examined and testcil the Surjfical 1 natm men ts of Messrs Demp- 
iTEit ^* Heisnevv I take gicEit plttaaure in pmnouncing lliem for beauty, 
finish, and pmeticEil usc^ unsurpassed. 

D. AYERS, M. D., 
Surgeon to Brooklyn Cily Hospital. 
Brooklyn, Decc miser ITtU^ 1851, 

Brooklyji, N. Y., December 2Sd, 1851. 
It ghTs ttip much pleasure to te^^tiiy to ihe sujierior quality of the Ins- 
tturaents i^^ Mes^'^rs. DE.Mi-.JTKa ^ Hksley of New Yoik, Those furnished 
by thcni to the Brooklyn City Ho^plEiiljaiid !?t?verE^l eases made for niyselT 
1 think are equal, if tiot s^uijerioivto to any I Intve ever set^n. 

JAMES M. MINOR, M. D. 
S ! I rge on B rotjk I '^w. Ci ry Hoipi ta 1 , la te passed A ss i sTa n t S u rgeo n , U, S. N. 
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CiieesemaNh, and other eminent Sur- 






Schieffeliii,''Haines & Co. 
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^|i% St|icffelm, pmes & €s: 

The Practice of Allopathy. 

The regular Pmctuioncr of Medicine has almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties' to contend with, in the fact, that his prescriptions are necessarily 
little better tban experiments, more particularly the Physician of tliQ 
Soiith i>nd West, from the fact that the j)urity and strength of Medicines 
vary so very materially. 

It is well known that Laudanum is usually mntle from the most in- 
ferior and unsaleable pieces of Opium, which seldom if ever contain halt 
the proper quantity ol Morphine. 

Rhubarb is powdered from roots, varying in price, from 20 cents to 
$1,00 per pound, the lower prices, of course, more' or less decayed and 
worm-eaten, and thus being unsaleable, lire powdered and colored to sell 
•* cheap." 

Instead of Jalap, large qnantitie? of the "' Spurious Jalap," and also of 
a variety known as " Jalap Taps,*' are .sold at about one-quarter the 
price of the True Jalap. 

For" Peruvian Bark, at least h thousand i)ounds of the worthless, inert 
Caithagena and Marncaibo Bark, are ground and sold for every pound of 
the true Peruvian Calasaya Bark.' 

Now, 1/ these are facts — and they certainly are well-known facts, and 
very serious facts, too— -how is it possible to*pre?cribe with any certainty f 
Is prescrifiing with such Medicines anything else than experimenting ? 

And that they are facts, is abundantly proved by the Report of the 
Custom House Inspector ol' Drugs and Medicines, and also by ihe Report 
of the Special Commissioner of thi* Secfetary of the Treasury, on Afjulter- 
ated and Spurious Drugs ; which Reports, shoolcing and humili.lting as 
they are, do not show a tithe of the facts in regard to the wholesale adult- 
eration of Medicines. ^ 

Oug;lit not the whole Profession feel that their rejmtatioiiy their success^ 
and the lives of their patients, should rest on a surer foundation tban 
** guess-work" or cxnerinients.^ ^ 

Are not Pure Medicines I'lw safer for the rfpiUntton of a Physician, and 
far ftioro economical, taking success in view, tlian cheap Medicines, 
which are entirely unreliablt*, even when they may have any virtue ? 

Therefore, your earnest attention is requested to a branch of business 
intimately connected with sin-cess in the treatment of disease. It is well 
known among dealers, and yet not generally known by the profession and 
the public, that pure and GENiriNE medicines, particuliarly pure pcwdercd 
drugs, from the first quality of gums and roots, are scarcely procurable in 
tJiis country, and therefor** physicians often prescribe medicines to meet 
certain indications in the* disease of the patient, without obtaining the de- 
sired and beneficial resuft. To enumerate the articles of adulterated me- 
dicines thnt are daily sold in market, would be to name almost th« entire 
list of the materia medica. From the finer and more important chemi- 
cals and pharmaceutical preparations, such as Morphine, Quinine, Hv- 
B^RioBATE Potass, Calomel, Blve.Pill, etc., etc., down to the most com- 
mon, and daily use, such as Creain Tartar, Rhu^)arb, Ipecac, etc., the 
adulteration are so adroitly ma^U that (without annlyzationjeven the clo- 
sest inspection will fail to detect^ them. Quinine is often (bund largely 
adulterated (in some instances -more that hall",)\vith Manite and other 
substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentleman, at one time connected with an exten- 
sive manufacturing establislirnent, informed us that, just before he left 
England, the factory turned out more i/i«H /bur ihcumnd pounds of blue 
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pill, containing Rnrytes, instead of McMcury ; and that all was destined 
li>r the American market. 
• Knowinjj this matter to ba worthy the first and earnest attention of the 
practitioner, wa would respectfully ask attention to tho accompanying 
Circular. 
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We wish to call partictilar attention to our Extra Powncns, which are 
pulverized fiom si L'cted roots and gums of the very be.<t quality, and wh« n 
necess!iry,ivcrv tjfece i.< broken and exammed under om o\\u ininiid.utc- 
supervision, and con^ef|nenrly possess a purity hi«herto unknown in thi? 
connrry, and Ji unilormity of action upon which' the physician may rely 
v\ilj perfect confidence. 

Our powd.M-ed lix-cac, J7.T^?-a, also, will be found much superior to the 
usual a tide of commerce, beinjr made from the true Brazilian. Ipecacuan- 
ha, and consi>iingsok'ly*of the active out-r coating of the root, .carefully 
sej^erated from thj lign.-ous parts, and Irom ail other inert .matters. We 
l)ovvder only the roots of the true Mexican Jalnp. Iji pulverizing Colocynth, 
JPaVra, we n tain only the active pulp of the apple, rejecting the sued s; 
which Lilt. 'r constitute the principal part of the weight of the fruit, and 
UJiilyinert. Powdere Rlndiaib, JE'a'^/a, we pujajfjcn lit I . .• ■ East 
IniUaRhnbaib, which iscnlUd over wiih gnat ( aio, «veiy root beinir 
broken to d.-tect any un-'ouiidncss. The powdere<l R«'sin G un i-.'c, ^.rfro, is 
tie pu.e U.isin collected in tears, enurely free Irom the dross and dirt usu- 
-.ilt I I'le ordinary Guaiac of connnerce. 'The Scamniony, also, is powder- 
» (1 from an article ditferinj^ in appearance, and very much stiperior to 
wh It *8 usnai y sold for A'leppo Scammony. Blue Pill, bearing our label, 
will always contain one third imit o\' Mercury, and our Hydro-sublimed 
C ilonnl will be found to beof a superior and regidar quality. Many oithe 
rooLs Ironi which tlie Extua Powders arc prepared, are sifted and wash- 
KD, and -o nmny extran.-ous roots, etc., etc., are culled out, that the loss is 
olV*n from one-qu:i Iter to one-third of the oriijinal weight, making, con- 
sequently, a very ditferent article from the oidinary Powders of coinmerce. 

pAnTicULAii NcTicS. — Having repeatedly heard that it is asserted that 
ih'.i sjri'ERinii QtALiTv of our Extra Powdeks, and the unusual cark in 
l)reparing them, is all pretence, and that no one would take so much trou- 
ble and time, we merely state that tee have on hand, to shew' to any one 
doubting the facts, the Sterns culled Irom cubebs, the s([eds taken from the 
Pidp oitlie Colocynth, the woody inert partjj of the Ipecac, tha extmneous 
roots cidhnl from Pink, Senega, Serpentaria, etc., and various other tang- 
ible proofs of the dslference between our Extha Powdeks and the ordina- 
ry Povv(U|rsortlie trade. 

Care is taken to liavi.- lh'v«e *'Extra Medicines" not only ^mre, but of the 
6c.vt quality [)roenrable. When required, any of these articles can be ob- 
tained of us in their pii'xin:'! state, as some may desire a superior article to 
use unpowdjred. The life of the patient, as well as the success and rcpid- 
ation of the phijsirian and avc.thccary, depends so much ujxmi the prompt 
action of the medicines used in sickness, that we feel every confidence 
that any clFort to fuinish tlieni with pure and superior drui-s will blj fully 
appreciated. To preserve the preparations from being injured by the air 
and moistn.-c, they are generally pnt^np in bottles and jars, containing 
one poinul each, and also in five r»nd ten pounds canisters. They should 
be kept as much as pOv<silUe fro^2i the ligMt. 

It will be observed tb:a th-3 prices of these superior articles aro necesic- 
rily higher than those of the ordinary kind, and jihysician^and merchant:^ 
at a distance, when tiiey wish this (lualiry sent them, are pardcularly re- 
quested to write for the "Extra Medicines" of 

F^iiUp Scl£ic£l'eliii, Haines & Co.^ 

DRUGGI-TS AKD chemists, KEW YORK. 
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•Aromatic PoMrder,U.S.P^Pul v. Digitalis, 
Pnlv. African Pei)J»er, 
" Alnm, 
. " AII.-*p!co, ■ 
" Alo-s, Cnpe, 
" " Socot, 
•* AssafcBtlclH, 
«* Antim. Ref. BJk. 

Sulph. 
" Angostura Bark, 
Aniseed?, 



Pulv. Orange Peel, 
Elcc mi pane, | " Orri* Root, 

Ergot, ' i ** Pepper, Cayenne, 

** 1 oz. vials, \ Anifrican, 
Ext. Colocynth C*d,^ " Popper, iJlnck, 

Licorice, Calab,J " Pcuv. Bark, Loxa, 



" Bayberry Bark, 
'* Belladonna, 
«« Blood Root, 
** Bitter Root, 
" Black Root, 
«* Borax, 
" Buchii, 
" Carawny Seeds, 
** Cantharides, 
«* Canella Alba, 
" Cardamon, (seeds,); 
" Cicnta, \ 

'* Cranesbill, { 

" Cloves, 

** Cinnamon ordinary,! 
Cfvlon, I 
" Coliosli, Black, 
" Columbo, 
** Colcliicum Root, 
" " Sfcd, 

" Colocynth-Pulp, 
" Cubi-bf, 
Bottles and Cans at cost. 



** FcEnugrck Seed, 
•* Gentian Root, 
" Ginger, Jamaica, 
" Golden Seal, 
^" Guaiac R^sin, Tears 
" Gum Afabic, Turk., 
" Gamboge 
" Ma.<ti«jUi ^ 
" Myrrb, 
" Tragacanth, 
" Hellebore, Whiter 
" Hyosciamus, 
" Ipecac, 

" Ipecac and Opium, 
" Jalap, 
" Kino, True, 
" Lobelia, 
" " Seeds^ 
*' Mandrake, 
" Marsh Rosemary, 
" Mnce, 

" M'.'zt'fpon, I 

" Niw Vomica, 
" Nitrate Potass, Pure, 
" Niimiegs, ; 

" Nnigalls, : 

Opiiuij, Turkey, 



Red, 
« " " Calisaya, 

" Prickly Ash, 
" Pink Root, 
" Pleurisy Root, 
*' Rhubarb, Turk«»y, 
\ " " E. India, 

" Rhfltany Root, 
" SaVaparilla, Para, 
" Sage, 

" Summer Savory, 
" Sweet Marjoram, 
" Sabina, 
" ■ St*nna, Alex. 
'* Seneka Root, 
" Scam. Aliepo, No. 1 

" Virgin, 
« . *' ** loz.' 

vialn, 
" Snakcroot, 
" Squills, 

" Sulphate Copper, 
" " Iron, 

" " Potass, 

" UvaUrsI, 
'^ Valerian, English, 

KTC , Etc., ETC. 



When pnt.uif in 1-4 and 1-2 lb. Jtottles, at 10 



cents per lb. advance. 

As many of the Giniis, etc, are of unusual jmrity, for instance, Gnaiac, 
Alo3S, Assafcetida, etc., etc., they are vlty liable to run together and be- 
come solid. Even the ordliiary common Gums of Coitimerce are so apt to 
run together, that Dnig-Giiriders gimerally grind with them some woody 
substance, such as Lioorice-root, Gentian-root, etc., etc. Some roots tliat 
are rich in resin, such as Rhubarb, Jalap, etc , are also apt to agglomer- 
ate. The Extra Powdkrs, being perfectly pure, and free fnmi aU foreign 
substances, are therefore more liable to become solid than the common 
qualities; but where they do so vv» Will replace theiti with dtliers that are 
freshly powdered. 

Pure Chemicals prepared at OUf Laboratory. 

Ammonia Aqjia, j Cryst. .Syru[) iodide Iron, 

" Iiiqiior Fort. ^' " " Protoiod. JSulphurct Potassa, 

Ammoniate4l Alcohdl, ;Morphiue, Sulphate, ^Valett's Ferruginous 

Argen^ Nitras, ' J *' Acetate, 

" " Crystals, :Granvine's LcJtion, 

Lunar Caustic No. 1 ^ SjGallic -Acid, 
Ferri Ca'b. Precipitated Oil Copaiva, 

" Sulphas, Pure, ;Oil Ciibebs, 

" " Ex:>iccat, ;l^recipit;ite Chalk, 
Iodide Arsenic, Prussic Acid, 

" Lead, Crystals, jPotassa Nitjj^is, Pure, 

" Iron, ' ^Strychnine, 

Mercury, Bin Iodide, 'Spirits Nitri Dulci, 



J Mass, 
jZinci Acetas, 
:Zinci Srdphas, 
jZinci Chloride, 
;Cblorode Soda de La 
'i baraque, 
.Confection Roses, 
{ *' Senna 

jBlue Pill Mass, 
Ungt Mercurial, 
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DEM0N,=:TRATJ0NS on i\n»rnmy , Fhy?in1npy, ClirmiMiy, JiedkiTit 
SniTf^'iiryj MitK^i i [Vry , MuTcrfn ITi liiL'H iind TnxUalf7i;y liy 

T.CFitinell^M.D,, 89 Grand Street, New Yorfep 

Sttirh'tu? f^repiirini* tor Grsi dilation will^ iJ (bty di'sire^ rt-ceivi* private ex- 
Hmin.nioiis. 
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-1. Local treatment of Acute Gout; 22. Local applications in Gout 
and Rheumatism ; 23. Chloroform in Hooping Cough ; 24. Sulphate 
of Copper and Belladonna in Hooping Cough; 25. Recipe for mak- 
ing the Lethean Liniment; 26. Spirits of Turpenliiie in Gangrene 
of the Lungs, 200 \ 

27. Chloroform and Pi-ussiale of Potash in Facial Neuralgia ; 28. Cer- 
tain signs indicating tjie commencement of Phthisis, 201 

Practice of Suroery : — 

29. Mercury in Amaurosis from concussion, 201 

30. Treatment of Episiaxis; 31, 32. Iodine injections in Fistula in 
Ano; ^3. Snpp«raHon i<n simple Fracture; 34. Diagnosis of Frac- 
tures, 202 

35. Adhejjve plaster in fractures of the Clavicle; 36. Galvanism in 
un-united Fractures ; S'V. Fracture of the Patella treated by strips 
of Adhesive plaster, '. 203 

Practical Afio Miscellaneot:<; Ite.-nis : — 

Supernumerary liver; — Syf)hills; — Retention of the Menses; — Frac- 
ture at ihu ankle-joint; — Eifects of Strychnine; — Prevention of . 
Strangury; — Turpentine in labour pains; — Ligature of the carotid 
arterii's; — Eiherial solution of Iodine in chronic Laryngitis, ^04 

Cotton wool in Erysipilas ; — White paint in Erysipelas of the hend ; 
Hydrophobia treated by A?«|)arngus ; — Hydrocele in children ; — Fa- 
vourable symptom in Convulsions ; — Dentition not a cause of Con- 
vulsions ;^^Heart-bnrn ; — Diagnosis of chronic Abscesses; — Eiior 
in the treatment of Croup, "205 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 

The Prescriber's Pharmacopn'ia : containing all the M-^dicines in tlie 
London Pharmacopojia, arranged in classes according to their action, 
with the Ccymposition and Doses. By a practio'ing Physician. Altered 
to correspond with the United States Dispensatory; revised with ad- 
ditions. Third Ann'riean from the Fourth London Edition. By Thom- 
as F. Cock, M. D. 18o3. pp. 17B. S. S. k W. Wood, N. Y. 204 

Chemistry and Metallurgy as applied to tli(5 Study and practice of Den- 
.tal Surgery. By A. Snovvdkn Piogott, M. D., Late Professor of Anat- 
omy and Physiology in the VVa.-^hington University of Baltimore. With 
numerous illustraiions. Philadelphia : Lh^ds.^y k Blakjston. 18r)4," 
8vo. pp. 516. 201 

The Medical Formnlniv : being a collection of Prviscriptions, derived from 
liio w iiings aiul priiciiee of niany of the mosc eminent Physicians in 
America and Europe. Together v/iili the n-ual Dietetic pre[)ara tions 
and Antidotes ibr Poisons. To which is added an Ap[)endix, on the 
Endermic use of Medicines, and on the use of Eiher and Chlorolorm. 
The whole accompanied with a few briel Pharmaceutical and Medical 
Observations. By j^fn-.tamin Ellis, M. D., Late PioCessor of Materia 
3I'dieaand Pha.maeyin the Philadelphia Coihge of Pliarmaey .— - 
T(Mfth Edition, revised and much extentlcd. i]y Roiikrt P. Tiii):\L'\s, 
M. D., Professor of Materia Mdic-a in the College of Pharmacy. Pliila- 
ilelphia: Blaxciiakd & Lea, 1854. 8vo. pp. 2U0. 205 

EDITORIAL DEPARTIMEiNT. 

Notice to Subscribers. '^08 

The L.wcK-i in Cut.ada — Pj-tage free, 2(>8 

The Anieiiean Medical Mnn'Jilv, 

A Sheepi-h Alfair, 

AMjany Medical'College, 

Rrcoid of Practical Medicine, 

V'.-rmont University Medical Ccllege at iVmiiiigton, 

Memoranda, 
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CONTENTS FOR MARCH. WHOLE NO. XLVm. 

CL I N 1 C A L DEPA kTM ENI\ 
Cliiiicrit LoctiiTLS on i\m Ds-itmsu^ of Woiiicmi a nil CliildrL'ni delivered in 
the Uiiiv(?rsity ot New York, Ijy ProCe-'sor BKLii'OliD, sliul rf porled for 

LECTURi: XXXVI 11, 214 

CotivtilsinH fioin 3ii|i|ire'i<eti prupti vc» {lTSt^a<i» in n fiuld boy lltm? yo.ir^ 
old; Wlmiis ihii coiiEd'ciion liKTwiJi'ij, i^nitjui'ssi d L'x?vinlKMniirntiJ4 fi f- 
i^clioii'! find coiivnUioris ? Dy-stn.EiniiiIitL'iL hi a itiniii'd womMrj, 
agtvl 21 ye-trsj (mm sn irmre ni tho ct-rvik iiteiL— RrinHioii ^f urine 
in !iu inriuMlirt^ti diiys old, Dill'i rem-ii lu'twk^<"ii rett'iiMon nud snp- 
pn^T^siorK^-Grnntdur v;i?;ii(iiis 'in ii iiuirfKtl worn mi ^ ntjecl 24 yt:?urs, nv.- 
rmupwn'v-nl u'iih a tlsiirk cifiuny disctifik'j^i,*, — I'^jMln^psy in :\ i^UK ng<"[i 
150 yr:iis, frnin Misrpressiaii of ilu* (u-'iiscs, for ihe In^it 12 iTionltin ; to- 
f,^-ti]L'r u"iih Mn^Miijtcuii- cnL^^o* j^onji*ht of tliL" titei'Lis; the ulilMy oT tli- 
jt'ci dt'pU^iiojK 

. ORIGINAL DEPARTMKNT. 
Art. XLVIf. Tlmt cn.^c^ err Er^^iptilas of ihii Fucl^ By G. A. Dewev, 

M, D., urPiiitisi]Lii-li, NLwYnik, 224 

AltT. XIJ n, P.irnly.4^ of \Uc Rjrlio Dura. By J. W. Tuaves, Jr., M. D. 

22G 
I)<na1 Convnbion*. By J. Swaia" M, D » nf 

22G 
'lavi. By A* KuNTox-'M. D., ofHydeparli, 

227 
Rv H. C. CooLKY, M. D., of Lumen- 

228 
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AltT. LI. Proliipi^iis of ilirj Woni] 
Court Hmi^i% Snnrh C.^\'.^l\\y.^, 

LANCET KIXORU OF PRACTICAL lilEDIClKE 
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1, Rules for dn' ndiiiiidstnaioii of An^enici 2, Vidciiaiinte of Atropiat*; 
3. Si dphnle of ft! niu'i^iU'SL* in Ansksircii, 231 

4, Cidoiolbim in obi?tk t:t:lion ol the Bowtih; 5. Sapnnicsuion of C;i^ior 
oil ; 6, 7. Ap[)lJcutions lor cuianeoiis disease?; 8. Remarks iiporj Dia- 
httf5, ^ 232 

9. Iodine cnemuta in Dy^rntery and uhryinc Drnrrlitiia i^ 10. Sutfo-iaf- 
tralo of Quinine in InteiuiiilUnt Fever ; 11. Treiiitnn nt of Sick Head- 
nche. 233 

12. Stinrharaie of Lime; IS. Aborrive ireutnu-nt ol Phltbifi?; 14. Chro- 
idc Plniryn^itis ; Twnia ireati.'d by' Pnrtikin suedi ; IG. Stiyelinino 
in Nervous vomiting, 2*14 

Practice op Srjp.ciEiir :^ 

17. Abscesses ireaUid by pr'Eon5;*18. Nitrate of silver in Bnbos; TO. To 
prevent CEiordec ; 20. F.xjlortilion of tlie En=5tardjinn Tnbe; 2L Ri-- 
rnoval ofFureiL^n bntlies iVnjn t lie Cur; 22. Epiphorn, 23o 

23. Fracture ot thi' Riulins ; 24. Iminoveable pf['p!^'"!i'i'^ for Fracturfji, 
' 25. Gleel ; 26. loiline injfcnoii.s in Goitre; 57. GouorrhcEa, 236 

28. Cliloiofonu injections in Gonorrlioea ; 29. Cold donelie in Hernia ; 
30. Nil'ute of eilver in Hyrliocele; 31. Laryngeal Polyi)U5; 32; New- 
process o( amptaiing the Metacarpal bones, . 23T 

33. Dio))sy of the MaxilWiry siniis"; 34. OjJllialinia ; 36. Treatment of 
fruciined Ribs: 30. Coii«;enital Syphilis, 238 

7. Ice in til.' ;»'in w\[ of Toe-naih; 88. New mode of perfoiuiing Tra- 
cheotomy ; 39. Union ol divided Tendons, 2^Q 

40, 41 Treattncnl of I'et uui5 ; 42. Tranmatic Gangrene, 240 
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Jiempstcr ^ fitttlcg, 

Ccrner of Ilcslcr and Elizabelh Streets, 

SUE&ICAL INSmMMT MAKEIS 

TO THE 

piiT Hfldi :iui) IkooliliTii Citg liospitals, 

Manufacture the various kinds of 
SURGICAL A^Di>i:]M AL IJNSTRUMENTS. 



Amputating, Trepanniiiir, Litlinromy, Cmicliinp, Cupjiiiif?, Pocket, Dis- 
sectiiif^. Strabismus, Mid wittM-y. Phlt^i^otoiir/, Teeth I<trmn»Mit<!, etc. 

PiMiii niid Iini)iovt'tl Sc!iri(ii,:itt)r<, Sih'cT nnd Mctntlic Cafljttc;:*, I)Oii- 
j.ne.-5 (or Rt'cliiiii untr Uri'llir-.i, cS Mctiil :im(1 (hwh VJa-uc. Sj^lints to the 
f'nrni of Lciij or Arrft, i'^r n'ttnc Mnchiiu's nnd AppMr:ttn> for D *roiinties, 
Trus.^c'S and BaiKl.ijiji's, Tlininh and Spring Lancets Ton-^il Instruments, 
Spocnluiiis, etc. 

-y^i^ Particular nitfntion ]v.ud to Ui4)air3 of Jn.-trunu'nt.-i, an(J executed 
with neaincs.s. 

— .-««i^-- 

Tills is to certif}', Th;it JMes.-rs. Dk.-mpster <^ Hkm.ky are tlie regularly 
employed Surgical In-trnmcnt Makers to ilie New York Ho-pital. 

JOHN L. ROOME, Sup't. 
New York Hospital, Marcli 25ih, ]?C1. 

I Ijorehy certify, that iVI-ssrs. Dmii'STRR «5* Hknlky have been employed 
as Surgical !n-trum ait Makers for the iJroolclyn City Hos])itaI, and have 
given >uch cuiire talisfaciion, that I take great pleit.-trre in thus nttesiing 
It. 

JOHN HASLRTT,^ M. D., 
P res 1^(1 Mir of the Poard of Trustees, uml lute Surgeon U. S Tvavy. 
Brooklyn, Deceinber 17lli, ISbl. 

Having exatnined and tested ihe Surgical lu-trHuichts of Mes.^rp Demi- 
st ich (5* tiKNi^riv, I take great pleasure in prouoilncing ihein for beauty, 
iiuisii, and ["/radical usi', u:i-'urpa.<sed. 

D. AYERS, M. D.. 
Saigeotl }o Brooklyn City Hos])ital. 
Brooklyn, December ]7tli, ]8ol. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Decembei 2>d, lo51. 
If givfs UK^ much pleasure to te-riiy to '.he' superior quah y of th« Ins- 
truinent"» of Messrs. Dkmpstkr ^' Henley of New York. '1 hose furni.-hefl 
by til. 'Ill to the Brooklyn City Hospiial, anrl several cases made for niysell' 
i think are equal, il not su|n'rior to to any I have ever seen. 

jamH^s m. minor, M. D. 

Surgeon Brooklyn City Hospital, late passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. N. 

j22^D. ^ H. can also refer to Dc, Chekseua!^^ and other eminent Sur- 
geon^o'fNew York. 
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^|i% ^t|icffelm, paints ^_€^: 

The Practice of Allopathy. 

The regular Practitioner of Medicine has almost insurmountable diffi- 
culties to contend with, in the fact, that hi.*^ prei!crif)tions are neces-^arily 
little better than experiments, more partitMilaily the Physicinn of the 
South and West, from the fact that the purity and strength of Medicines 
vary so very raa.terially. 

It is well known that Laudanum is usually made from the most in- 
ferior and linsaleable pieces of Opium, which seldom if ever contain hall 
the proper quantity ol Morph'ine. 

Rhubarb is powdered froiri roots, varying in price, from 20 cents to 
J^1,00 per poimd, the lower prices, of course, more or less decayed and 
worm-eaten, and thus being uns\L*able, are powdered and colored to sell 
" cheap." 

Innead of Jalap, lar^e quantities of the ** Spurious Jalap," and also of 
a variety known as ** jalap Tops," are sold at about one-quarter the 
price of the True Julap. 

For Peruvian Bark, at least a thousand pounds of the worthless, irl<*d-t 
Carthag^*na and Mar'^caibo Bark, are ground and sold for every pound of 
the true Peruvian Calasaya Biirk. 

Now, t/" these are facts — an-'i they certainly arc well-known facts, aad 
very serious facts, too — how i?y it j)0ssible to prescribe with any certainty ? 
Is prescribing with such Medicines anyihing else.Jhan experimenting; ? • 

An'l that they are iacts, is ab-undautly [/ro'.^ed by the Report of ^the 
Custom House Inspector of Drugs and Medicines,, and hIso by the Report 
of the Special Commissioner of th'* Secretary of tlie Treasury, on Adulter- 
ated and Spuriou* Drugs } which Reports, shockinrj and humiliatinii, as 
they are, do not show a tithe of the facts in regard to the wholesale adult- 
eration of Medicines. . ^ 

Ought not the whole Profession feel that their reputation, their success^ 
and the lives of their ])atients, should rest on a surer foundation than 
" guess-work" or ex»>er:m«-nis.'' 

Are not Pure Medicines inY safer for the rejnitation o^ n Physician, and 
far more economical, taking -success in view, t\v\j\ cheap Mf^dicines, 
which are entirely unreliable, even when they may have any virtue .' 

Therefore/ your earnest attention is requested to a branch of bu.«:in'es< 
Intimately connect.'d witli su<-cess in the treatment of disease. It is well 
known among deah-rs, and yet not generally known by the profession and 
the public, that puke and gentine medrcines,. [)articuliarly [nire pcAvdered 
drugs, from 'he first quality olgums and roots, are scarcely procurable in 
this country, and therefort- physicians often prescribe medicines to rheei 
certain indications in the disease of the patient, without obtaining the tie- 
sired and beneficial re&ult. To enumerate the articles of adulterated me- 
dicines that are daily sold in market, would be to name almost tho entire 
list ol' the materia medica. From the finer and more important chem;- 
cals.aud pharmaceutical preparations, such as MoRPHI^E, Quinine, Hy- 
DRIGDATE Potars, Calomel, Hlue Pill, etc., etc., down to the most com- 
mon, and daily use, sitch as Cream Tartar, Rhubarb, Ipecac, etc., the 
adulteration are so adroitl}* mad.- that (without analyzation)cven the clo- 
sest inspection will l"ail to detect them. Quinine is often found largely 
adulterated (in sonvj in^^tances more that l»air,)witli Manite and orher 
substances. Blue mass and Calomel have been found much more than 
half adulteration. A gentlenum, at one lim<; connected with nn ext:-n- 
sive manufacturing establishment, informed us that, just before he left 
England, the factory turned out worp^/it/n /bt/7' thousand pounds of blue 
■ ---" • s:- ■■ -"-f--**, 
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pill, containing: Baryto?, insten<l of Mercury ; and that all was destined 
ibr the American market. 

Knowing th^s niattt-r to b'^ wortliy tl)>' first and earnest attention of tlie 
practitioner, ve would respi ctinlly n. k attention to the acconipanyinj^ 
Circular. 



We wish to call particular attention to our Extra Powdkrp, which are 
pulverized from si'lc-etod roots and ,:ruins of thf very best quality, and win n 
necessary ,<.'ViMy piece is hrolcen niid examined under our own imnii d ate 
supervision, and con>equently po«:^ess a purity hiMierto unknown in this 
coimtry, and a nnilormiry of action upon winch the physician may rely 
with perrceteonridcnc''. 

Our };oW(l<M-ed Ip>(;;u., Rxtra^ alsoVwil! be fntnid much superior to the 
usual artick- of ecnim '.(,'e, l)eiiijf niad^' from the true }3rnzilian Ii)ecacuan- 
lia, and consistinirsol ly oi' the active out*'r coatiui,' of the root, careluliy 
seperated from tli • liLrncoiis jinrr^, and IVoin all other inert matters. We 
jiovvd.'r only the root- olihr truf Mexican Jalap. In pulveri^ini; Colocynlh, 
iij-^-*?, we retain only the active pidp of the apple, rejecting tin- seeds; 
which latter con-^titnte the princij»al part ofthe wei*ijht oftlie fruit, ;ind 
neariyinert. Powch-re Rhidjarb, Extrn, we prepare 1( n* ihc best East 
Indiallhubarb, M'hich is cidled over with ^leat care, every root being 
broken to detect any un-oundness. The powdered ResinGnniuc, fi.r/m, is 
tie pu.e Re<in collecte'l in tears, entirely free Irom the dross and dirt nsu- 
Jilto il»e ordinary Gnaiae ofcommerce. The Scammouy, al-o, is powder- 
ed f nni an aitich' dillering in appearance, and very much stiperior to 
what s usually sold lor Ale[)po Scarnmony. Blue Pill, bearinfj; otir lalxl, 
will aiways contain oue-third part of Mercury, and otir Hydio-.sublinied 
C.iiomi'l will be found to be of a superior and regular rpiality. Many ol the 
roofs Irom which the Extra Povvdeus are prci;iiied, are sifted and wash- 
ed, and -o many '-xtraD-'Ous roots, etc., etc., are culled out, that the loss is 
olteti from on(^-quai«er to one-third of the orij;inal weight, making, con- 
sequently, a very ditlerent artieli- fiom the oidmary Powders of eonmierce. 

PARTicrt.AR Notice. — linking rein-atedly lieard .that it i? as^erted that 
ih(: siU'EtMHR QT'ALiTV of f)ur Extra Powders, and the T:^U.SUAI. care in 
prej)armg them, is all pretent-e, and that no one would take so much trou- 
ble and time, we merely state \\\\\i ve have (m}ni7icf, to. sin w to any one 
f/i'itbtin^ the facts, the. Slcms culU cl from cubebs, the seeds taken from the 
Pulp ol the C\)loeyntU, the woody iiUrt ])arts of the Ipecac, the cxtrunecus 
mots cull'd from Pink, Senega, Serpentaria, etc,, and various odier tang- 
ible proofs ofthe diilereirce between our Extjia Powders and the ordina- 
ry Powders of the trade. 

Care is taken to have these "Extra M'-dicines" not only pure, bnt of the 
6cvi quality j)rocurable. When required^ any of tlu'se articles can be ob- 
tain* d of u^ in their original state, as sorne may deifire a sn|)erior aitifdo to 
ust- unpowdered. The lifi' of the. patient, as well as the success and rvput- 
(ttion ol the physician and ap-thccnry, depends so much uj)on the prompt 
action Of the medicines, used in sickness, that we feel every confidence 
that any elfort to famish them with pure and superior drugs will be fully 
appreciateil. To preserve the preparations from being injured by the air 
and moistnre, th^y are generally put up in bottles and jars, containing 
one pound each, and al-^o in fiv(i mjuI ten pounds canisters. They should 
be kept as much as pos>ible from the light. 

It will be observed that the prices of these superior articles are necessa- 
rily higher than tho^e ofthe ordinary kind, and physicians and merchant- 
at a d. .stance, when they wish this quality sent them, are particnlaily re- 
quested to write ibr tin; "Extra Medicines" of 
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EXTRA POWDERS. 

Aroirintic Povvd(M-,U.S.r. Pnlv. Diidtali-^, Pulv. Oran;L,'e Pi-cl, 

Piilv. Afiicjiu Pt'[)p'r, : " Khc luipuiK^ " Orris Root, 

' ** En;ot, " Pi'i>|n>r, Caj^ennc, 
*' ** 1 oz. vials, AiiHTican, 

" Kxt, Colocyntli CM, *' Pepper, Black, 

" " Licoilc\\ Calab, " Pe-iiv. Bark, Loxa, 

" Fcrnui^'rck Seed, " '' " Pvcd,- 

•' (J'liriaii Hoot, " '' " Culisaya, 

" (lii)^i'r, .Pimaica, " "Priekly Amj, 

" (jolci'-ii Si-al, *' l^nk Root, 

" (ill \;:k- U'-iir, T*'Mrs '• Pleuri>y Root, 

(nun Aribio, Turk., " Rliiiljarb, Truk^-y, 



Alum 
" A lisp ee, 
«* AIo:-, Cape, 
'* *' Socot, 
" A>>ala-fMlu, 
" Anlim. R.-l". lilk. 

Stilph. 
*' AiiiiM.^tnra Uark, 

- Ani...ecU., 
** ]Ja\!)Mr\' l'>ark, 
'* r>-ll 1(1.). nil, 
" l.loo.l Rh)I, 
" I'.itii'r Iioji, 
" i>iaek Root, 
" Borax, 
" Biieiiii, 
" Caraway Seed'^j 
** Cantliarides, 
" Caiiella Alba, 
*' Cardamoii, (.--eelr^ 
*' Ciciua, 

- Crauosbill, 
" Cloves, 

" Cimiamon ordinary, '" IViirsU Ro-eiiiary 
" " C/ylou, ._ '■ M u;e, 

*' Colio-li, l^laek, " M •zereoii, 

" Coliuubo, '• Xux Vomica, 

" Colcljicuju Root., " Nif.ate Poiass, Pa 

>>rrd, ' '• rNatiu;-iiS, 



*' Guiibn- 

•' Ml-lieh, 

" .Mynh, 

" '''ra_i;acanth, 

" }l llebore, White, 

" liyo-^ciiaini.is, 

" ] p* cae, 

'' Ipecac and Opium, 

'' Jalap, 

'• Km.), Trut.', 

" Lol.lia, 
- - Seed., 

' Mandrake, 



E. Iiid.a, 
*' R!r\ tany Roi)t, 
"• Saraparilla, Para, 
'' Sa;,^., 

" Summer Slj'vory, 
'' Swi-et Marjoram, 
** Sabma, 
" Senna, Alex. 
"^ Sejieka Root, 
" iScam. Allei)0, No. 1 
" Vir-.u, 

1 oz. 
vials, 
" Siiakeroot, 
" Squills 

" Sul pirate Copper, 
" " Iron, 

'* " Potass, 

'' UvaUrsi, 



'* Coloc.yntli Pulp, , " Nll^^^■all^, '' Valerian, Eni^Iish, 

*' Cub- b-, " Opium, Turkey, ktc , ktc, et^. 

Bottles and Cans at eo.-t. AVlieii pi't up hi 1-4 and 1-2 lb. Bottlc^, at 10 
C'Mits i)er lb. advanee. 

As n:any ()l"tlj>: (limjs, et-^s ■<ne of rnii.^u"! purit?/, for instance, Guainc, 
Aloes, As-aiU'tida, etc., etc., l!i 'V are very liable lo nm lo^^v'tlier and be- 
come solid, l^vtn the oidinary counvion Cjuuis of Couuuerce are so ai)t to 
run t;.^u' -tiler, 'hit Dru;.;-v-'Jiinders ^^■]^■.a!^/ i^riiK^ with them some wootly 
sui;.-t i::i'e, .-u-di as La <•;:("■-. oot, tiiaitiaa-root, etc., v\c. Some lOots that 
are rich in r>*,-in, <aeii as Rhubarb, .Jal.ij), ete , are aNo apt to a.:rL'-lomer • 
at?. Tile ExTiiA PowiJK'is, beini.^ perl'eetly ])Uie, and Iree iVom all loreign 
:-ni;<taiiC"s, are theifi ).e iirj.e liable ?o becoiUi* solid tlian the common 
qualities; bat wh.^e, they do so we Will replace theui with othcr> that are 
(Ve^hly powalered. 

Pane CSacnaicals prc^iaiert Lit our Laboratory. 

Ammonia A(pia, ^ Cry.»t. Syru[) Iodide Iron, 

'' Lupior Toi-t. '' '' Protoiod. Sniphuret Potas.sa, 

Ammonia led Alcoliol, Morphine, Suljdiate, Vcuetl.'s Ferruginous 
AiLTent Nilras, ■: " y\c-tatv', Ma.-^s, 

"■ Crvstals, Granville's Lotion, 
Lunar CauMic No. 1 ^^^.^allic Acid, 
i'"erri Ca-i). i\-''ei,-:tared O.l Co[)aiva, 

'' oulph.is, Pure, :OilCnb-bs 

'' " Ex.-iccat; -Preeqjitare Cliaik, 

Iodide Ars'Mia-, :Prus^ic Acid, 

" L'i)d, C/y.-^als, ^Pota'^sa .\itra>, Pare, 

" Iron, •Strychnine, 

ivlercuiy, .5in iodide, 'Sp.rits X.tri Dulci, 



Zinc I Acetas, 
Zinei Sulphas, 
Zinci Chlo.ide, 
Chloiode Soda de La- 

baiaque, 
Con lection Ro-eF, 
' " vS-niui, 

;rdue Pill Ma.'s, 
Un^t Ivi ere u rial, 
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Many oftlic'-^c* cliemionls dinVr dcrirlcdii/ in appcirnnrc from •tlu* chemic- 
uls oi'funnincrc, as \\\*1I an in tlv^r valuable ]n-(,]tcrt.i(x, uud l)oai-<'XT(Mnai!y 
tin.' styb' oConi- jirniulhcniii', r.Ki.sG i.\ ti;vrT.\i,s, and having tui-: pf.cul- 
lAR CKYSTALLTNE ctia!:act.':i; isTic ol' iMfli aiticU' ; wir.K' t!if:>s' iiriially .-old 
arc in tlu- jiowdcr-d ~t;it;-, in \vhirli (brm it is dillicult to jud^^-ci of pnriiy 

Till' Crystals -jfth.' Iodides ol' Lc>ad and Mercury, and the SulpljaU? oT 
Morpliinf more ])artienlaiiy, are ninch esti'enied I'y all who have tried 
tb-Mn,and oar solnhle Preeipitate Carl). Iron, Nitrati> of Sdver, Extra JUue 
Pill Mass, hold iIk^ first rank nnion^ elioico cdi-'niicals. 

Our Hydro AlCOllOliC Extracts 'ive ]);'eiiared by st-am proeess 

in a PatciDt Taciiiiiii Atpparaviis, :i5'<l -vf r\u' low tewj^cmture 

ornoarly on- hundred dei-ree-^ be'.iAc l!ie hoilijm- point, so tliat the valuables 
properties ol'tlie pibint an* p.ic-se«'ved uniidnied, and at the -anK^ time a 
cnnsistent'c. roln>\ and taste -.uu ()!)lained wlr'ch are lan Ibund in the veget- 
able extraets now in common u>% and vvliich are ^nilJeient evidence oi" 
their su[)erIority. Amonii-them are 



Ext. Belladonna. 
*' Butternut. 
" Bnehu. 

" Blood root. ; 

" Boneset. 
'* Couiinn. 
** Clnunomile. 
*' Colocynth Ordinary., 

'• _ Opt. 
'• Dandelion, Aler)hoI.: 
" '•' Ijispi.vsat.. 



T.xt. Quassia. 
' '' Rhidmrb. 

" Sarsapariila, Sim pi. 
Com|). 

" Para " Alcoholic. 

" Tfond 

" Straujouium. 
> '* " seeds. 

: " Eui^dish Valerian. 
^ " .Dutch 



Ext. Digitalis. 
, "' Centian, Opt. 

"" " Ordiujiry. 

; '"^ Hyosciamus. 
' ^' Hons. 
; " Jala].. 

Lujuirne. 

Mandrake. 

Tnux Vomica. 

0])i!nu. 

Pink root. 

Observe, tliat it is a M-ell-estaldif-hed lact, that mam/ jilavts trhirlu in 
their native renditions, are po.'i.se.isvd ( f very art'ive rncdirinal pr;].-('i ties, lose 
by '.mltivation fheir peculiar rlurrartcristirs, and beccfue near'y iiieit. Seme 
vegetables tcliidi heh.-ng to jndscnorts families c f plants, by cultivation are made 
innncnaus, and arefrrcly eaten as f>(d, as the Potiito, Parsni]), Celery, etc. 

To ensure to our Extraets, such as Ilyosciamus, Belladoni.a, Conium, 
etc., all the active th.rapentieal eJieets which ihey shoidd possess, we take 
pains 'lO ])rocu re th(! licb:- i'nan whitdi they are i)repar(ul, iVom places 
where they are indig>:nous to the soil, viz : iroin Gernniny, France, India, 
England, etc., and they are consetpiently much superior to Extracts made 
from the cultivated Plants of American growth. 

The dilference is very a])j)arent between these Extracts and those of 
any other make, not only in appearance, but also far more in Ilavorand in 
the peculiar aroma of the herbs; so much so, that even without the labels- 
they are easily distinguishable by t\w taste and 5w;t';7. These are I'.ictsof'so 
much importance, that they should be remembered by all who have occa- 
sion to use medicinal vegetable extracts. 

These Extracts, together with our Pure Chemicals and Extra Powders, 
have received the unqualified api)robation of various Medical Associa- 
tions, and of Physicians and Apothecaries, and have elicited many comp- 
limentary letters on their good qualities. The following token of approb- 
ation is from tlie Ohio Medical Convention : — 

'^Resolved. — Thatihe thauRs of the Medical Profession are due to the 
hoii.'-e of Philip Schieffelin ^« Co., of New York, for their efforts to fur- 
nish the community with pure drugs ; and we recommend their Extra 
Medicines to the conlidenee of Dealers and Practitioners." 

Their snperinr ejficacy in all prescriptions will at once be ap])arent to 
every one who relicts u{K)n the diiiiculty oftentimes experienced in the 
administration oi" the common drugs of commerce, and the less cflife and 
oi reputation consequent upon the use oi inert remedies. 

con LIVER O//..— The great and increasing demand (or COD LIV- 
ER OiL, and the diiiiculty ol procuring the oil in its pure stati', and sue 
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tif w«? cnti j^uamnicc lo onr eiiMoiners Ij^ivl- IihIvic^cI us^ to frtfnd re nfen: 

jt-ri^iliii nifiHci'i, ThU siniL'U" wiU al?o bctir our hilxl wiien put tip inbtrt- 
lU-ji,utidbe Wit/niMt^il [Hia% wht-D wiiuti'd in In ilk. 

To OniCfsriitS* Ifi ailclition lo ihe Extni Middle laesj we abo keep 

u 1*11 l^tMi 111! vv<']!-A-^oHet! ^tiic'lt of !lio Didinni:^ Drivt,'^*^ and MediuTiiPi* oT 
t^oiniiii"rris rHri'fn;lv .^'iMtctl, aird tbb bt^Ft tlmf L'q.ii bt^ pjot'iiLfd, Our E?- 
srutJid Oi(- ni4t] otliL'f -Ltr^nids wp obliiiti from llid iROjJt rL^llnblo :i?oiiTt;e.«| 
apid nrc! ■'jTbiJiitud to every kuowu h^f^i [i>f iinpiifitieti ; and we avoitl jjur- 
idm^iui; nny kiud oJ' Drugs iu tUt* po\vdt-i t-d i*ial*4, 

Our nrr:iUf^t'nKnts!)r,d fiidlitiVf. jifpj'ticb iliHt wi- esui olfi-r iri.tiucimeDifi 
tn Drubii^ wbirb iiin^i iiiihnoPf nil \\]m nm Duly Jike la 1ihv(? a fsdi' t-q- 
iiivubMit Ibf thi Or iiioiny, bin IU Tbi/ ^a:nt^ tinR^ th lisivt* Good^ iJi'lU <irtf 
\vlifU fbi'y jmQH-rt to bL-» nnd ^-ufh ji>i will btiir iLl* ^nietcfi exatriiiriiion 

PI7/iC^ VHLOnOFOMM.—Mui^l onhv Cfilorofomi^orcpmmeiL'e be- 
iiiu vi-iy ijn|jy tfj :i,iiil it> ut- having T:) hQiYw eape?: brtTi atu-ndi. d wiib un- 
plin=nrit conerqiu ntL;t,.wr buve biLi'i rtptal'dty uig^d lo mtikt> tJomc, at 
our Lnbomroiy, q1 a c^UHJity fnpeiior lo limit p;iuji^nMly Jor Faleiii thi? mnr* 
k^'t, Wl' wiitiLd, tJii'iL'ibf'% fiilojm ilit* MiditHl ^lol'l^-^ioll ibiii wfc! liave 
p«e[JSti'Ld tus iifiick*, tbti piiriiy ofwukb citn lif hni-liciiSy iL-lied on. 

NfTRATE OF SILVER c^riu a]^^br ubtainid ncm it* peirfi^eily pure 
uiltsrr in .^HLhs or Liy^tRbH, riiiiiiu!ti|tvtiUL'd at our LnLosUiory. 

MORPHIA^E, — Our MorpbiriL* bavinir acquireil a repiiratitin svsperiar 
iQiiuy oihiTj ihor^y wlin bsivtf occnsiiDi-i lo u^e tlif* ariicle wiil be &aibQtfd 
of n.- *';tet'iltjcicti by gJviii»j ii a tjia,L 



Vti al-0 piepttrt- tlir ^fi'/i of I diflL iflrnn^ U. A". /^„, nov/ so lilghly 
I steeuji'd ti?i Ji ii-ini dy in St'joliiSoL!? ContpUiint*', nndnbo Dupa^qnnn*' 
^y\\ Imh Iron, wUub Is a i>iutrb iuiUIlu- priparation, and belter iidapied 
I Ii* LardU-5 and Cliildreiiv T1il^?€* artkU-* (vvbirli h is of the j^reatir^t con- 
:-i>pjrnce to Phy?«JijiiinB to Imve iil'reHnblt' quality) tir^i with our other 
pL'u|jaraliotiE?, uiVfied to the notiuL' ol tliojic dudrlug PLtRE Diiuos a^ji 

PUilip Schica't^liu, Haines & Co., 

107 Water Street, IVe\v Yorli, 
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DRMOKSTI^ATIONS on An»iouiy, Pbys^iology, CbcmiMiy, Mtdkiiie 
Sargt'*y, Mhdwitl'jy, Msiifria M*d'fea and Tux ico logy by 

T. C*Finuel3,M. D., 39 Grand Street, ^c\ir Yoili. 

Slitdi-nE? pnipinlri;^' (ur GrridiiatiMn wiJl, irUity di^j^in | ic\=tive privaie ex* 
anritiurioii^. 
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Diseases of Women and Children : — 

43. Amenonlia3«i, i 

44. Liq. Ammon. A«^etatis in Amenorrliosa ;" 45. Catalepsy ;* to. Cho- -t 
lera Infantum; 47. Inversion of the Uterus; 48. Chloroform in La- 
bour, . ^241 

49. Warm douche to induce Labour; 50. Mimmary Tnfla mmation ;ol. 

'Mammary Abscess; 52. Menorrhagia; 53. Phlegmasia Dolens, 242 
54. Prohipsus of the Rectum in Cliiidren, 
Table of French Measures of Wuight, 

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
The Eighth Vohune. — A Word to our Readers, 
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